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PREFACE 
This study is the culmination of over twenty years research into 
the history of the Widgee district, situated about 20 kilometres west 
of Gympie. My interest in the district is derived from the fact that my 
family were amongst the early agricultural settlers at Widgee. These 
investigations were commenced as a purely personal family history 
inquiry, which, in response to community interest, were eventually 
enlarged to a district study. A major part of this research focussed on 
the development of the district's first European business venture, the 
Widgee Widgee station, which existed in the period 1849 to 1912. It 
seemed appropriate that my research should not be limited to the 
common, narrow, parochial local history. Instead, it was decided to 
prepare the present study as a detailed and interpretative micro-
history of the station. Although the history of the station displays a 
plethora of unique attributes, its story is, in numerous ways, synonym-
ous with many of Queensland's typical pastoral properties. Care has 
been taken to place this investigation within its broader regional and 
state context. I feel that the results of this study, in providing 
factual and quantitative proof of many of the generally accepted trends 
in Queensland's pastoral history, is sound verification of this form of 
"history from the bottom up". 
Throughout this analysis, the overbearing theme is man's struggle 
to control and use the land to his benefit. This struggle is evident in 
each of the stages identified in the station's life cycle. The intro-
duction reviews important aspects of Aboriginal culture. This is 
important in appreciating the contact between Aboriginal society and 
the European invaders. A brief analysis of Aboriginal culture is also 
important in understanding the problems encountered by Europeans in 
using the environment. The eight chapters are basically structured in 
a chronological format. Each chapter explores significant developments 
in the station's life cycle. This gives recognition to the stages of 
change in community development, business arrangements, land use and 
land legislation. These stages are explored in relation to the con-
tinuous and changing struggle for Europeans to control the land. 
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The focus of this study is then, the life cycle^ of Widgee Widgee 
station from its tentative beginnings in 1849, through varying periods 
of hardship and expansion to the time of its demise, when it was 
surrendered to the Queensland government as a repurchased estate in 
1910-1912. A theme of life cycle seems appropriate when the station 
is likened to a living organism which grew from minute beginnings to 
become a strong and prosperous business before ending its life, a 
casualty of the demand for its valuable freehold land to support 
agriculture in the district. Within the life cycle of the station 
numerous life cycles of local residents are evident. These are par-
ticularly noticeable in relation to employees and their families who 
made the station their home for many years. The dynamics of kinship and 
the household provide a revealing insight into the social development 
of the wider community, of which the station was an important part. It 
is particularly relevant to note the persistence of second and third 
generation families as primary producers in the same district or other 
neighbouring districts as they were opened up to closer settlement. 
The life cycle of the station is examined within the developing social, 
economic and cultural structure of the district. This development 
follows stages similar to those identified by D. S. Smith - Experimen-
tal, Socialization and Provincial Maturity. 2 These stages correspond 
closely to the changes in business and politics in colonial Queensland 
identified by G. P. Taylor. ^ The life cycle of the station follows 
similar stages, which relate more directly to the various systems of 
land tenure in use in the district over the years. 
Originally, the station existed as an isolated frontier settle-
ment in which several families and individual workers existed within a 
largely self-contained but experimental community. During this stage, 
the land was held as a number of limited-period crown leases. Many of 
the usual attributes of small communities, such as family groupings, 
local culture, transport and communications systems and the operation 
This approach is detailed by Moris Vinovskis, with his 
investigations into family networks and the wider social and 
cultural development of the community : Moris Vinovskis, "From 
household size to the life course : some observations on recent 
trends in family history", American behavioral scientist. Vol. 
21, No. 2 Nov./Dec. 1977, pp. 263-267. 
D. 8. Smith, "Early American historiography and Social Science 
history". Social Science history. Vol. 6, No. 3, 1982, p. 273. 
G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics in Queensland 1859-1895", 
The New Zealand journal of history. Vol. 1, 1967, pp. 75-92. 
of a community store, were displayed within the station complex. 
Features of this experimental stage were shared by many early pastoral 
communities. Common features included : problems of isolation; climatic 
determinants for production; Aboriginal depredations; the relatively 
small capital outlays required to establish and maintain stations; and 
the attempts to develop a profitable means of land usage. Contact with 
outside institutions was minimal. For instance, there were infrequent 
newspaper and mail deliveries, visits by Crown Lands Commissioners and 
the Native Mounted Police. Despite this isolation, many features of 
European culture were introduced by the early settlers. Probably unique 
in the Wide Bay-Burnett region, Widgee station commenced as a cluster 
of cattle runs. Economic pressures which indicated the greater profita-
bility of wool production soon forced a change to sheep rearing. In the 
early 1860s, ecological pressures then proved the unsuitability of 
sheep to the locality. The station, in common with many other proper-
ties, was forced to change to cattle rearing. Progress during the 1860s 
was severely limited by the economic difficulties experienced quite 
generally throughout the Australian colonies. The experimental stage of 
development gradually ended as certain changes were effected. These 
included : the removal of the Aboriginal problem; the realization that 
cattle were the best available means of profitable land use; and the 
availability of more secure terms of land tenure. 
After the early frontier stage of development, a stage of 
socialization or community development followed with the influx of 
settlers to the district after the discovery of gold at Gympie. This 
stage brought with it an expansion of the local social system. The 
institutions at Gympie, such as banks. Post Office, Lands Office, 
Police Station, Court House and hotels, soon became key external parts 
of Widgee's local community networks. From the 1870s independent 
selectors began to settle in the Widgee district, thus expanding and 
complicating the family and local community networks. During this 
stage, markets for beef expanded rapidly, indicating the economic 
validity of the station's acquisition of extensive freehold land to 
replace the dwindling leasehold. This process demanded extensive 
capital input. Conflict developed amongst aspiring settlers, land 
speculators and the station management, all of whom were competing to 
acquire the best freehold land. Independent agricultural selectors 
initially experienced problems in efficient land utilization and 
securing suitable markets. This had considerable bearing on their long-
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term success and persistence as farmers. The situation was further 
complicated by the prevalence of dummying, whereby local men, often 
through economic necessity, were employed by the station to acquire 
further freehold land on behalf of the management. During this stage, 
contact with outside influences increased greatly, for example : visits 
by Crown Lands Rangers, effective police representation from Gympie; 
and local representation in the Queensland parliament. After the 
formation of the Widgee Divisional Board in 1879, more attention was 
given to the improvement of roads in the district. 
The outside influences on the wider community of which the 
station became part eventually prompted the crystallization of the 
local social system or culture. Local institutions such as the Widgee 
Provisional School, which opened in 1892, cricket club which began in 
the early 1900s, together with the expanding inter and intra family 
networks indicated increased community maturity. By the early 1900s 
increasing numbers of independent agriculturalists were settling in the 
district. At this stage the land acts favoured increased agricultural 
settlement. Settlers increasingly realized the ecological limitations 
of their locality and used their land accordingly. Selectors became 
dependent on dairying and found a growing market for the supply of 
cream to Gympie's Wide Bay Co-operative Dairy Factory, which in turn 
found expanding markets in Australia and overseas. The demand for cream 
resulted in regular services of cream carriers, who carted cream to the 
factory, and back-loaded with family requirements from town. Government 
involvement in providing a rail service came with the construction of 
the Kilkivan branch line in 1886. This provided a reliable, though 
indirect, transport link with Gympie, Maryborough and beyond. 
Interaction amongst the station management, its employees and the 
independent selectors, the three main groups in the local social system 
improved in the early 1900s after the competition for land had ceased. 
Many of the independent selectors were then employed as station 
stockmen. The station management lent valuable support to selectors in 
a combined effort to combat the growing tick menace from the late 1890s 
and the great drought in the early 1900s. 
There were several indications of the emergence of the stage of 
provincial maturity. These included : improved relations between the 
station and the independent selectors; the improvement of local 
transport and communications; increased local recreational activities; 
representation in local, state and Federal governments; increased use 
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of more sophisticated financial agencies; and a demand for local 
farming land. Although the acquisition of the Widgee station freehold 
was justified during the 1870s and 1880s, at a time when it was not 
viable to use the land for agricultural pursuits, by 1910 conditions 
had changed greatly. By this time the success of dairying as an 
agricultural pursuit in the district belied the justification of so 
much useful agricultural land being monopolized by the station manage-
ment for pastoral pursuits. Good agricultural land was in great demand 
for intending agriculturalists. The land could not achieve its full 
potential while the station continued to exist. In response to this 
need, the station was acquired by the Queensland Government as a 
repurchased estate and was opened for selection. Unlike the land 
legislation of the 1860s and 1870s, the legislation under which the 
land was later selected was also better structured to support the 
independent, small-time agriculturalist. Financial assistance was also 
more easily available for what was becoming a more capital-intensive 
industry. A new local social structure began developing, and eventually 
the community demonstrated many of the attributes of provincial 
maturity. 
Despite the promises of agricultural settlement on the Widgee 
Estate, by 1918 the environment had taken its toll on the success of 
the European model of intensive agricultural use of the land. A series 
of droughts had decreased productivity and placed many selectors in the 
position from which they could no longer make their repayments on the 
land or for loans. The European farmers failed to realize that con-
tinued intensive use of land was not environmentally possible. It is 
ironic that this fact had been recognized by the nomadic Aborigines who 
had used the environment for thousands of years before their land was 
wrenched from them. 
In the research which formed the basis of this study, every 
effort has been made to consult available records and resource person-
nel. Unfortunately none of the station company records have survived. 
As a result, for documentary sources, the study relies largely on 
government records, particularly those of the Lands Department and the 
Titles Office. Extensive use has been made of newspapers and oral 
history inquiries. In modern social history projects of this kind, the 
paucity of written records can be offset by the disciplined use of 
these sources. Oral history informants have included : several stockmen 
who worked on the station in the period 1899-1912; members of families 
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which lived in the district when the station was functioning; and 
descendants of individuals and families associated with the station 
over the years. My personal knowledge of the district and its in-
habitants has allowed me access to many documents of a private nature 
and much information which in other circumstances may have been 
unavailable. Oral history has been used in particular to develop 
historical images of the real lives of the people concerned with the 
station. In recognition of the many problems, especially of 
verification, associated with the use of oral records, evidence from 
other sources is used in collaboration with them, where it has been 
available. In determining accurate oral history information, as opposed 
to inaccurate, garbled or exaggerated reminiscences, the author's 
personal knowledge of the district and its people has been useful. Many 
other records have been used, for example : church baptism and marriage 
records; burial records; inquest records; government correspondence; 
Divisional Board records; family histories; immigration records; 
Supreme Court records; Government Gazettes; parliamentary debates; and 
parliamentary papers. Full references cited throughout indicate the 
intelligent use of sources. 
A key component of this study has been the quantitative summary 
of station land selection records (Appendix 6) and the summary of 
station freehold records. (Appendix 8) This information, together with 
records of station pastoral leases, has been used to interpret the 
dynamics of station land use, with particular reference to dummying. 
The latter has been supported by a detailed documentation of the 
station dummies. (Appendix 7) 
In the text there is some variation in spelling of the runs in 
the district, particularly Widgee Widgee, variously spelled as Weejie 
Weegie, Weigee Weigee or Weigie Weigie. In all cases the spelling from 
the records cited is used. The station has been referred to by the 
various names in the text : the Widgee Widgee run, Widgee Widgee 
station, and Widgee station. The term "run" was first used in relation 
to each individual leasehold property taken up by the station manage-
ment in the pre-separation period. In the present study, clusters of 
these "runs" combined to form the Widgee Widgee run. Thus the term 
"run" is usually applied to the leasehold property in the pre-separa-
tion period. It appears that even from the earliest period the term 
"station" referred to the land or "run", together with stock, staff and 
improvements. After separation the word "station" is more commonly 
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applied, especially in relation to the freehold property. In the 
present study the terra "station" is commonly used after the initial 
leases were acquired. 
My thanks are extended to many individuals, organizations and 
government offices who have assisted me in my research. In particular, 
I would like to express my thanks to the staff of the Queensland State 
Archives and the John Oxley Library. They have given me much valuable 
assistance over many years. I am grateful also to the Queensland Titles 
Office for giving me access to their records without payment of the 
prescribed fees. The oral history informants whom I have consulted over 
the years have given me a deep personal understanding of the develop-
ment of the district. Sadly many of these informants, who became close 
personal friends, have now died. Full acknowledgements of all sources 
are indicated in the footnotes and in the bibliography. For many years 
Ms Pamela Austin of Dalby has been most helpful with her advice on my 
research and manuscripts, throughout their many stages. To Keith Grice, 
Principal of Toogoolawah State School for his advice in the use of the 
word processing and data base programs which have been used in this 
study, I am also most grateful. 
1 also wish to acknowledge, with gratitude, the assistance of 
several members of the academic staff of the University of Queensland 
for helping me to complete this project. My sincere thanks are due to 
Professor John Laverty, Dr Ross Johnston and Dr Rod Fisher, who as the 
co-ordinators of the MA Local History course, have all contributed to 
the success of this study. Particular thanks are also due to my 
supervisor, Dr Don Dignan, who has spent many hours reading my draft 
chapters and has given much useful advice. 
INTRODUCTION 
Nestled amongst the ranges west of the Mary River and the city 
of Gympie is the Widgee district, the subject of this study. The 
district encompasses the land surrounding Station, Widgee, Little 
Widgee, Wide Bay and Woonga Creeks, all of which flow into the Mary 
River. The surrounding districts of Manumbar, Woonga, Woolooga, 
Kilkivan and Glastonbury are also relevant to this investigation. These 
districts are within the broader confines of the Wide Bay-Burnett 
region of south-east Queensland, which was for countless generations 
the home of the Kabi Kabi and Wakka Wakka Aborigines. An analysis of 
the life cycle of Widgee station necessarily depends greatly on the 
situation which existed in the locality from the time when Aboriginal 
and European cultures first met. This introduction attempts to inter-
pret key aspects of the Kabi Kabi culture. Attention is given to 
cultural attributes unique to the group in the locality, as well as 
certain attributes common to Aboriginal groups in the wider region. The 
nature of initial Aboriginal-European relationships, especially the 
dynamics of conflict between the two cultures, will be better under-
stood when viewed as a development from this situation. It is also 
necessary to consider the changing ways in which land was utilized by 
the invaders. 
Before the coming of the white man, the Aborigines were support-
ing themselves entirely with what nature provided. ^ Understandably, 
the availability of food resources was a major factor determining the 
nature of Aboriginal life within their subsistence economy in the Wide 
Bay district. The seasonality of some resources further influenced the 
movement of the Kabi Kabi within their tribal area. Neale Draper has 
listed certain "seasonal indicators" which provided the Aborigines with 
a guide to the abundance and availability of some resources within a 
particular region. Using these, the timing and availability of con-
centrations of food resources could be predicted to a considerable 
degree. This knowledge provided the basis for large scale co-operative 
^. F. J. Watson, "Some notes on the manners and customs of the 
Aborigines of south east Queensland", Journal of the Royal 
Geographical Society of Australia. (Qld), Vol. 48, No. 34, 
1943-44, pp. 87-100. 
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hunting and fishing ventures. 2 
Food was plentiful and in great variety. Animal food included 
almost every living creature, from a fly to human flesh. ^ The diver-
sity of food from the scrubs, forests, seashores and streams of their 
area provided an adequate diet for the Kabi Kabi. ^ Each Aboriginal 
tribe depended upon the sometimes unique food attributes of their own 
localities. Other articles peculiar to certain localities formed an 
important basis of inter and intra tribal trade. For instance, the 
Cooloola district and the southern part of Fraser Island was the 
territory of the Dulingbara people, or people of the nautilus shell. 
This oval-shaped ornament was obtained by diving amongst ocean rocks. 
They were worn on the chest by important men on formal occasions. As 
well, they were used as an article of trade with inland people.^ 
Contact between neighbouring tribal groups ensured each group could 
gain a variety of types of food, and over a period of time at least, 
maintain something like a balanced diet. Such contact with other groups 
also allowed for inter-group marriages. ^ Each region also developed 
unique tool forms appropriate to their individual situations. ' 
The Kabi Kabi had a well-planned society, dependent on a strong 
spiritual and cultural life, which had stood the test of time. ® They 
closely observed the seasons and the behaviour of animals. As Hazel 
McKeller notes, in the case of the tribes of Western Queensland, in 
times of drought, particular conservation of animals was essential for 
breeding when the good seasons returned. In addition to controlling the 
killing of female animals, care was taken not to make any animals 
2. Neale Draper, "Food resources of the Moreton Bay Aborigines", 
Occasional papers in Anthropology, No. 10, July 1980, p. 144. 
3. John Mathew, Two representative tribes of Queensland, T. Fisher 
Unwin, London, 1910, pp. 88-89. 
'». Ibid, pp. 70-71. 
.^ J. G. Steele, Aboriginal pathways in south-east Queensland and 
the Richmond River. University of Queensland Press, Brisbane, 
1982, p. 181. 
^. F. J. Watson, "Manners and customs of the Aborigines", p. 93. 
E. B. V. Crosby, and J. C. Hodge, The Aborigines of Queensland. 
Queensland Museum, Brisbane, Booklet 3, revised edition, 1968, 
p. 16. 
B. J. Dwyer and W. N. Buchanan, The rescue of Eliza Fraser, 
Cooroora Historical Society and Gympie District Historical 
Society, Noosa, 1986, p. 45. 
7 
Xll 
extinct. ^ The land was given special attention to ensure it would 
always be productive. This was in direct contrast with how the white man 
abused the land. °^ The Kabi Kabi and Wakka Wakka harmonised admirably 
with their surroundings. Aboriginal people maintained strong spiritual 
beliefs and lived in close harmony with the land and their environment, 
respecting everything around them. ^^  In contrast, the white man seemed 
to stand outside and above nature. ^ 2 
The basic social and governing unit was the clan or horde of 
around seventy people. Each clan owned their homeland, which on the 
sub-tropical coast usually comprised about a 100 square kilometres in 
area. Common culture served to unify the tribal groups, but there were 
no provisions for any central government. Members of Aboriginal clans 
within the region of south-east Queensland moved between the coast, 
hinterland and the high mountains. ^^  Alfred William Howitt confirms 
that the inland tribes visited the coast at intervals. ^^  The group 
which mostly inhabited the area around Widgee was the Kaiabara or "bite 
people". This was possibly a term of contempt used by neighbouring 
groups or an indication that the group preferred cannibalism. ^^  The 
Kaiabara frequently hunted game in the mountain scrubs around Widgee. 
They also extracted freshwater mussels from the local creeks. ^^  The 
caves in the surrounding mountains, especially in the sandstone country 
around Glastonbury, were useful in providing their shelter. '^ 
Despite the apparent cohesion, dialects within this region 
differed considerably. ^^  The sea was within a week's journey for all 
except the very elderly. It is significant to note that the mountainous 
"bunya" country was near the middle of the region. The lure of this 
most valued food prompted significant congregations of Aborigines^^ 
from all parts of the region for feasts each year, with larger and 
3. H. McKeller, Matya-Mundu : A history of the Aboriginal people 
of south-west Queensland. Cunnamulla Australian Native Welfare 
Association, 1984, p. 1. 
io. Ibid, p. 9. 
11. Ibid, p. 11. 
12. John Mathew, Representative tribes, p. 83. 
1^ . J. G. Steele, Aboriginal pathways, pp. xv-xvi. 
!•*. A. W. Howitt, Native tribes of south-east Australia. 
Macmillan, London, 1904, p. 60. 
15. J. G. Steele, Aboriginal pathways, pp. 225-229. 
16. E. G. Janke, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
17. C. J. Pratt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
1^. J. Mathew, Representative tribes, p. 69. 
13. J. G. Steele, Aboriginal pathways, pp. xv-xvi. 
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longer congregations, dependent on environmental variations, usually 
every three years. 20 ^^ such gatherings, goods were exchanged, young 
men initiated, justice administered, and corroborees performed. 21 Such 
gatherings were frequently held in Kaiabara territory, where bunya 
trees abounded. 22 These meetings were in fact a most significant 
factor in the cultural unification of the region. 23 ^ ^^  ^ ^e prospect of 
an abundant yield tribes would gather from a distance of upwards of 160 
kilometres to feast upon the bunya nuts. The congregations usually 
terminated with a battle. 24 Aborigines on the Downs came to know of 
the so-called superior culture of the whites, especially through the 
triennial bunya feasts. These proved a perfect forum for southern 
tribes to tell of their experiences with European settlers. 25 The 
Kaiabara used smoke signals to draw tribal groups together. For the 
benefit of their comrades, they also left a stick in the ground 
pointing in the direction in which they had moved, when leaving their 
camp. 26 Visiting Aborigines moved about the Darling Downs in accor-
dance with strict tribal law. Those from a radius of 320 kilometres who 
came to the bunya nut festival near Dalby travelled only along strips 
of country which were designated "free". They sought permission of 
local tribes before entering the latter's territory. When hunting they 
respected individual family and tribal totems of resident tribes. 27 
Jocelyn Brooke claimed that the Kaiabara was structured as a two 
"class" system with two "subclasses" for each "class". Totems for the 
first "class", Kubatine, were the carpet snake, flood water, the native 
cat, and the white eagle-hawk. The second "class", Dilebi, had as its 
totems the turtle, lightning, the rock carpet snake, the bat and the 
black eagle-hawk. 2 8 goth "classes" had their own headmen who ruled 
their respective members. These were selected in a hereditary man-
ner. 2 9 The old Kaiabara men held conferences on matters of importance 
20. J. Mathew, Representative tribes, pp. 92-93. 
21. J. G. Steele, Aboriginal pathways, pp. xv-xvi. 
22. J. P. McCarthy, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
23. J. G. Steele, Aboriginal pathways, pp. xv-xvi. 
2 4. J. Mathew, Representative tribes, p. 94. 
25. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station : The relationship between 
pastoral capital and pastoral labour, 1840-1890, PhD thesis. 
University of Queensland, 1984, pp. 29-30. 
26. A. W. Howitt, Native tribes, p. 722. 
2'. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 32. 
28. A. W. Howitt, Native tribes, p. 116. Brooke who lived in the 
district in the 1850s provided information for Howitt's book. 
29. Ibid, p. 304. 
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as they sat in a circle with their clubs placed on the ground before 
them. Speeches were given by one man at a time while the others 
listened. Younger men were permitted to stand around and listen, but 
were not allowed to laugh or speak. Similar procedures were conducted 
by other tribal groups, ^ o 
Bora rings or corroboree grounds were sacred sites, several of 
which have been recorded in the Widgee district. They usually consisted 
of one large ring for the more public ceremonies and a smaller ring, 
where secret ceremonies took place. Both rings were connected by a 
path. 31 The Kabi Kabi had two forms of ceremonies, the initiation and 
the rite of passing from youth to manhood. Both ceremonies were guarded 
with the utmost secrecy. 3 2 Presumably each ceremony pertained to a 
particular ring. Zachariah Skyring reported that the initiation of 
young men into manhood was carried out with solemn ceremony and was 
regarded with great superstition. 33 The complete initiation ceremonies 
performed by the tribal headmen or Kamaran took up to a month, and 
involved a complicated sequence of events. They even incorporated a 
marriage ceremony. 34 Brooke related that the old men in the Kaiabara 
gave instruction in marriage laws, the boundaries of tribal country and 
the foods which could be eaten. Marriages were clearly restricted 
according to "class" and "subclass" and associated totems. Brooke also 
described an ingenious method used by the Kaiabara to record the four 
"subclasses" and their marriages in diagrammatic form on a piece of 
wood about four inches in length. 3 5 There were also many prescribed 
ways in which the Kaiabara marriages occurred. But always "class", 
"subclass" and totem were of the utmost importance. 36 Marriage into a 
man's own "class", apparently to prevent inbreeding, was prohibited. 
Tribal markings placed on the breast and shoulders were clear indica-
tion of each male's tribal origin and "class". 37 
Tom Petrie maintained that cannibalism was a mark of respect to 
warriors who died in battle as those who partook of such a feast sought 
30. Ibid, p. 324. 
31. E. B. V. Crosby and J. C. Hodge, Aborigines of Queensland, 
p. 19. 
32. F. J. Watson, "Manners and customs of the Aborigines", p. 88. 
33. Z. Skyring, "Hunting with the Wide Bay Blacks", Article 11, 
Gympie in its cradle days. Gympie Times, 1952. 
3'*. J. Mathew, Representative tribes, pp. 97-109. 
35. A. W. Howitt, Native tribes, pp. 230-231. 
36. Ibid, pp. 232-235. 
37. F. J. Watson, "Manners and customs of the Aborigines", p. 90. 
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to benefit from the warrior's spirit. 38 Fighting and death were very 
much a part of Kabi Kabi life. John Mathew pointed out that according 
to their own code of manners and morality, the Kabi Kabi were strict 
enough and were fairly truthful and fairly honest in dealings with 
whites. 39 Such observations, even from a sympathetic student of 
Aboriginal culture as Mathew, is clear indication of the failure of any 
whites to appreciate the equal validity of differences between the two 
cultures. It was and still is impossible for whites to view Aboriginal 
culture totally objectively. 
The first contact between the two cultures occurred when convicts 
who absconded from the penal settlement at Moreton Bay gained refuge 
with Aborigines. They became known as the "wild white men", and lived 
with tribal groups of the Kabi Kabi. The ready acceptance of these 
escapees by the tribal groups and their introduction to Aboriginal 
culture clearly indicates the strength and vitality of this culture. 
Various Aboriginal groups depended completely upon the produce of their 
localized environments and the co-operative exploitation of the human 
resources within their respective groups. After their initial accep-
tance to their tribal groups, the "wild white men" were expected to 
become productive members of their groups and at all times respect the 
Aboriginal customs. Indeed the Aborigines had no tolerance or com-
prehension of cultural groups other than their own or those of their 
geographic neighbours. This partly explains their initial apparent 
ready acceptance of white men to their culture, and their vehement 
resistance to the ultimate white invasion once it was recognized as 
such. 
In 1836 the ordeal of the survivors of the wreck of the brig 
"Stirling Castle" amongst the Dulingbara, a tribal group of the Kabi 
Kabi, illustrated the manner with which they greeted the first group of 
white invaders. This situation helps explain why the Wide Bay natives 
were regarded for many years as amongst the most dangerous in the 
colonies. ^^  The survivors were divided up amongst several different 
tribal groups and were forcibly employed working for the natives. 
Captain Fraser, the commander of the ill-fated brig, was brutally 
murdered when he was too weak to continue the work. Chief Mate, Brown, 
3®. C. C. Petrie, Tom Petrie's reminiscences of early Queensland, 
second edition, Queensland Book Depot, Brisbane, 1932, p. 264. 
39. J. Mathew, Representative tribes, pp. 79-80. 
'*o. B. J. Dwyer and W. N. Buchanan, Eliza Fraser. pp. 2-5. 
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was burnt to death when he showed dissatisfaction at the murder of his 
captain and attempted to avenge it. Other atrocities followed for those 
who could not work or resisted the Aborigines. ^ ^ 
It is clear, as Barry Dwyer and Neil Buchanan have illustrated, 
that when the "Stirling Castle" castaways landed on the beach at Fraser 
Island, they had effectively entered a time warp from the 19th century 
to another age and culture. They were immediately subject to the living 
conditions, rules and prejudices of the Kabi Kabi Aborigines. Condi-
tions which were thrust upon them required such an extreme adjustment 
that few of the castaways could reasonably have been expected to 
survive. The whites who were able to make the required transition, the 
"wild white men", were convicts, hardened against any adversity. They 
had made a conscious choice for the change, which they viewed as an 
improvement on the harsh conditions they experienced in the convict 
settlement. ^ 2 Zachariah Skyring indicated the important contribution 
of each tribesman to the well being of the tribe. '*3 Nothing different 
was expected from the "wild white men" or the "Stirling Castle" 
survivors. 
There is evidence that some of the "Stirling Castle" survivors 
were accepted by the Aborigines, provided they were able to contribute 
to Aboriginal society. In accordance with native custom, one of the 
survivors had his hair and beard plucked, his head smeared with gum, 
and feathers of cockatoos and parrots stuck on each side of his head 
with small feathers between. His eyebrows and cheeks were coloured with 
deep red ochre. During this treatment, he was daubed all over with gum 
and red ochre. 4'* Similarly, Captain Eraser's wife Eliza was in the 
custody of the women of the clan who rubbed her all over with a mixture 
of charcoal and lizard grease. ^ ^ This process was perhaps a form of 
that ceremony described by F. J. Watson in which after the birth of a 
child, the babe was rubbed all over with powdered charcoal. 6^ jt is 
significant to note that the survivors were less favourably treated 
once they no longer attracted the respect of the Aborigines. Generally, 
'*i. H. S. Russell, The genesis of Queensland. Turner and 
Henderson, Sydney, 1888, pp. 300-305. 
'*2. B. J. Dwyer and W. N. Buchanan, Eliza Fraser. p. 45. 
'*3. z. Skyring, "Hunting with the Wide Bay Blacks", article 11. 
4*. J. Curtis, Shipwreck of the Stirling Castle, George Virtue, 
London, 1838, p. 225. 
45. M. Alexander, Mrs Fraser on the fatal shore. Michael Joseph, 
London, 1971, p. 50. 
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they were treated according to their contributions. 4 7 
John Steele maintains that a sympathetic understanding of 
Aborigines can be gained by regarding Aboriginal and European cultures 
as two equally valid expressions of humanity, each having its own 
balance with nature. Aborigines learned how to survive in this land. 
The climate was relatively kind to them and there were few predators of 
human flesh. As a result of this, there was little need for permanent 
housing, agriculture or animal husbandry. Food was obtained by hunting, 
fishing and gathering. Technology was of a basic kind, utilizing 
materials which could be gathered. This necessitated an equilibrium 
with nature which could only be maintained with a small, scattered 
population. In contrast, the white man came from a harsher climate 
where he had been compelled to develop elaborate clothes, housing, 
agriculture and technology. This technology, when transposed to the new 
country, made possible a vast increase in population in Australia. A 
different sort of equilibrium was being established in response to 
these changes. The two cultures clearly represented different points of 
balance with the land. 4 8 
It is clear that the Kabi Kabi Aborigines had a highly structured 
and viable culture which was totally dependent on the natural environ-
ment. This is evident in customs regarding ceremonial systems such as 
man making, marriages, gatherings, hunting, cannibalism, corroborees, 
initiation to manhood, medicine, religious beliefs, disposal of the 
dead, material culture and technology such as tool making, economic 
life, social organization and "class" systems. Their use of the land 
was extensive, although little effort was made to change their natural 
surroundings. The available food resources in the various localities of 
nomadic distribution were fully utilized. Regional contact, mobility 
and the evidence of widespread geographical unity further illustrate 
the vitality of Aboriginal culture, something which was rarely recog-
nized by any white man. Different codes of manners and morality of the 
two cultures could rarely be reconciled. Initial contact between 
Aborigines and Europeans were peaceful enough, provided the latter 
contributed to tribal life. Alleged atrocities occurred when the whites 
could not contribute to the life of the tribal group. Such facts assist 
in understanding the usual notion that the Kabi Kabi were one of the 
4 7. B. J. Dwyer and W. N. Buchanan, Eliza Fraser. p. 5. 
48. J. G. Steele, Aboriginal pathways, p. xviii. 
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most ferocious of Aboriginal groups. This commonly held belief was only 
evident after the destructive invasion of the white explorers and 
pastoralists. The impending white invasion, the advocates of which were 
ignorant of the dynamics of Aboriginal culture, was therefore certain 
to be resisted. Together with an unknown and often hostile environment. 
Aboriginal resistance was amongst the earliest pressures which manifes-
ted the struggle for control of the land. 
CHAPTER ONE 
FIRST WHITE SETTLEMENT 
The tranquility of Aboriginal society in the Widgee district, as 
in all districts throughout Australia, was progressively disturbed and 
then destroyed by European settlement. Exploration and occupation of 
land in the Wide Bay district and the settlement at Widgee Widgee must 
be viewed within the total pattern of the newcomers' search for, 
location of and old-world style utilization of Australia's land resour-
ces. Graziers who squatted on crown lands further and further from 
Sydney seemed to have an insatiable desire for more and more unoccupied 
land - as it was defined by settlers-with no respect for any Aboriginal 
rights to the use of the land. New South Wales Government regulations 
prohibited free settlement within 80 kilometres of the Moreton Bay 
penal settlement and attempted to restrict pastoral expansion to 
districts in which police protection could be guaranteed, i As a 
result, Brisbane was initially unavailable for development as a 
commercial centre to assist in the introduction of the pastoral 
industry to what later became the separate colony of Queensland. The 
great distances to the southern markets and ports were consequently 
important factors in retarding the pastoral exploitation of the regions 
around Moreton Bay for many years. Pastoralists and their stock were 
also required to move overland from the southern districts. 
The Leslie brothers, the first free pastoralists in what later 
became Queensland, settled on the Darling Downs in 1840. Because 
of the restrictions of entry to the Moreton Bay, all their trade passed 
by a long overland route to and from Sydney. Within months of the 
Leslies taking up their land, there was a rush of prospective squatters 
to the Downs. This settlement accelerated with the closure of the penal 
settlement at Moreton Bay and the associated lifting of restrictions on 
settlement near Brisbane in 1842. From these beginnings on the Downs, 
exploration and settlement spread out in several directions, including 
1. L. E. Skinner, "The days of the squatting acts Districts of 
Darling Downs and Moreton Bay", Queensland heritage. Part 1, 
Vol. 3, No. 6, 1977, pp. 7-10. 
the valleys of the Brisbane, Burnett, and Mary Rivers. 2 
The first overland explorers were generally squatters in search 
of pastoral land suitable for the establishment of their own runs, or 
acting as agents to report on such lands to others. In this manner the 
exploration of the Wide Bay-Burnett region began in 1841 with an 
overland expedition led by Thomas and David Archer of the Durundur run. 
Their expedition crossed the Durundur Range, travelled down the Mary 
River for some distance and then returned. David Archer, however, did 
not consider the country suitable for sheep. 3 in May of the following 
year an exploratory voyage by "gig" to Wide Bay was led by Andrew 
Petrie, Foreman of Works at Moreton Bay. Accompanying Petrie was Henry 
Stuart Russell, a Darling Downs squatter, and M. Joliffe, who was 
employed by John Eales, a prominent New South Wales squatter. The 
purpose of the expedition was to ascertain the nature of the country-
side north of Moreton Bay and in particular to identify suitable 
grazing country. Petrie's party, assisted by one of the "wild white 
men", Bracefield, or Wandai, whom they found near Noosa, followed the 
Mary River upstream about 80 kilometres, 4 to about the present site of 
Tiaro. 5 Here, they located another of the "wild white men", James 
Davis or Duramboi, who was also persuaded to abandon his life with the 
Aborigines and return to civilization. Wandai and Duramboi saved the 
party from attack by Aborigines who were determined to take vengeance 
on any white man for the poisoning of about sixty of their race on 
McKenzie's Kilcoy station. A hasty retreat was then made as the 
expedition commenced its return journey. 6 
Petrie was convinced that the land along the Mary River and to 
its west was good sheep country. ' Despite the threatening situation 
with the Aborigines, the knowledge gained from this expedition en-
couraged Russell and Joliffe to investigate further. This was to have 
important consequences in opening up the Wide Bay-Burnett districts. 
Joliffe returned to his employer, Eales, with a glowing report of the 
Wide Bay country. In due course he was then sent off with 20 000 sheep 
2. F. McKinnon, "In the tracks of the pioneer squatters", 
Queensland geographical journal. 1936, Vol. 46, pp. 14-17. 
3. A. J. McConnell, "Some old stations", cutting book, pp. 5-6, 
JOL. 
4. C. C. Petrie, Tom Petrie's reminiscences, pp. 260-262. 
5. R. Donald, Gympie 100. 1867-1967 : a golden past, a golden 
future. Gympie Centenary Celebrations Committee, 1967, p. 15. 
6. C. C. Petrie, Tom Petrie's reminiscences, pp. 263-268. 
7. Ibid, p. 269. 
and several drays to take up this Wide Bay land which had impressed him 
so much. Joliffe crossed the Downs, after which he went down into the 
valley of the upper Brisbane River to rest his sheep for a time. Then 
with Duramboi as guide, the party crossed the Brisbane Range and headed 
down the Mary River. After such a long and difficult journey, Joliffe 
eventually established his head station at Tiaro, with outstations at 
Gigoomgan and Owanyilla. ^  
Beset with problems of isolation and threatening Aborigines, the 
station did not prosper. Land around Tiaro also proved most unsuitable 
for sheep, which were troubled greatly with disease. The years in which 
this station functioned, 1842 and 1843, were years of widespread sheep 
diseases throughout New South Wales. Relations between Europeans and 
Aborigines on the station became very tense. Soon, no European man 
dared to venture from cover because of the ever-present risk of being 
speared. The only deterrents that kept the remaining shepherds from 
deserting were the isolation and the fact that they were surrounded by 
the enemy. 9 
Whilst Eales' station was enduring these problems, Henry Stuart 
Russell mounted his own overland expedition to Wide Bay. Russell was 
also investigating the possibility of establishing a sheep station in 
the district. After departing from his station at Cecil Plains in 
November 1842, Russell and his companions proceeded to follow the 
tracks of Joliffe's party down the Mary River, well to the east of 
Widgee Widgee. On reaching the station at Tiaro, Russell noted that 
Eales' sheep were in a terrible state. Two shepherds had recently been 
speared to death after the conditions of alert against attack were 
momentarily relaxed. Unimpressed with Wide Bay, after this opportunity 
for closer investigation, Russell continued his expedition. He even-
tually settled Burrandowan on a tributary of the Burnett. 1° 
Early in 1843, Dr. Steven Simpson, the first Crown Land Commis-
sioner in Queensland also organized an overland expedition to the Tiaro 
station. Simpson's group stopped at Kilcoy station before crossing the 
Durundur Range. They then followed the course of the Mary River as far 
8. F. McKinnon, Early pioneers of the Wide Bay and Burnett, 
paper read before The Historical Society of Queensland, 1933, 
pp. 2-3, JOL. 
9. Ibid, pp. 2-3. 
10. H. S. Russell, Genesis of Queensland, pp. 331-341. 
as Eales' station, n Two days after their arrival at the station, 
Simpson journeyed a further 42 kilometres down the river to where the 
schooner "Edward" was moored. This vessel, which was the first to 
navigate the river, had been sent with provisions for the station and 
was to backload the station's wool. 12 Despite the numerous difficul-
ties Eales' teams had previously crossed and recrossed the Brisbane 
Range several times with wool and supplies. i3 Transport by sea was a 
much more convenient way of moving wool to jnarkets and obtaining 
supplies. In 1847, surveyor J. C. Burnett confirmed that the Mary River 
was likely to become a shipping watercourse of considerable importance. 
He also predicted the establishment of a town on its banks, as soon as 
there were better prospects of trade. i4 por Simpson's party, both the 
forward and return trips over the Durundur Range were certainly very 
difficult achievements. The party arrived back at their point of 
departure, Woogaroo, on 28 April, after a return journey of twenty-four 
days. 15 
Also in 1843, Friedrich Wilhelm Ludwig Leichhardt travelled 
overland from the Liverpool Range, near Newcastle,to Wide Bay, the 
northernmost extremity of his travels on this occasion. In the course 
of his travels, as he moved along the frontier of settlement, Leich-
hardt noted that many of the stations he traversed en route were 
unfenced, undeveloped cattle runs, with only a few huts scattered 
throughout. This was a common condition pertinent to stations for many 
years after their establishment. At this stage, by far the major 
expenses for aspiring squatters were stock purchases. 16 Before leaving 
the Bunya Bunya Ranges around the headwaters of the Mary River, 
Leichhardt stated : 
I have seen a great part of the colony and I am now almost at 
its northern extremity, just ready to start for Wide Bay, 
11. S. Simpson, "Journal of an excursion to the Bunya country". 
Copies or extracts from despatches of Governors of the 
Australian colonies, published with the reports of the 
Protector of Aborigines and other correspondence to illustrate 
the condition of the Aboriginal population. House of Commons, 
Parliament of Great Britain, 1843, pp. 299-301, JOL. 
12. Ibid. 300-303. 
13. A. J. McConnell, "Some old stations", p. 5. 
14. Brisbane Centenary Celebrations Committee, The Brisbane 
Centenary official historical souvenir, Watson Ferguson and 
Co. Ltd, Brisbane, 1924, p. 27. 
15. S. Simpson, "Journal", pp. 300-303. 
16. M. Aurousseau, The letters of F. W. Ludwig Leichhardt, 
Cambridge University Press, 1968, pp. xiii-xiv. 
where Mr Eels (sic) has -been humbugged into a new sheep 
station." 17 
Judging from Leichhardt's comments, it would appear that the dangers 
and problems of settlement in Wide Bay were general knowledge to 
Moreton Bay squatters. Leichhardt evidently considered that the 
establishment of the Tiaro station had been ill advised. He also 
emphasised the suitability of the countryside north of Brisbane for 
cattle rearing, and the potential of Brisbane as a market and process-
ing centre, i® In the Moreton Bay district around this time, there were 
forty-five squatting stations which were soon shipping 1 800 bales of 
wool from Brisbane. 19 
Leichhardt noted that the Wide Bay district was not suited for 
sheep farming, although he reported on some excellent runs in the 
higher and more mountainous parts of the colony, between Wide Bay and 
Brisbane. 20 His statements regarding the suitability for cattle 
rearing of the country between Wide Bay and Brisbane were almost 
prophetic of the emergence of Queensland as the dominant beef colony, 
later in the century. It is also possible that his advice prompted the 
first settlers at Widgee Widgee to run cattle, rather than the usual 
sheep. This was despite the fact that neighbouring properties reared 
sheep. Sheep did remarkably well in the Burnett for the first four to 
five years. The resulting wool was bringing excellent prices in Sydney. 
Over 2/- per pound was not an uncommon price. Problems of disease in 
the stock, however, finally proved the advocates of cattle correct. 21 
The problems at Tiaro eventually proved insurmountable. Flocks 
of sheep were driven off into the scrub and slaughtered, providing huge 
feasts enjoyed by Aborigines from hundreds of kilometres distant. 
Finally, in 1843, the station was abandoned and the few remaining sheep 
17. F. W. L. Leichhardt to Helenus Scott, Glendon, 24 July 1843, 
ibid, pp. 661-662. 
18. Ibid, pp. 662-665. 
19. B. A. Knox, "Moreton Bay separation : A problem of Imperial 
Government, 1825-1856", Historical studies. Vol. 14, No. 56, 
April 1971, p. 564. 
20. F. W. L. Leichhardt, Newcastle to Walker Scott, Cumberland 
Place, Sydney, 10 May 1844, M. Aurousseau, Ludwig Leichhardt. 
pp. 746-747. 
21. H. Palmer, "Reminiscences of the Wide Bay and Burnett 
districts up to the time of forming the Port of Maryborough, 
Queensland", Queensland geographical journal. Vol. 18, 
1902-03, pp. 95-96. 
were removed. 22 j^ describing the Wide Bay Aborigines, Leichhardt 
stated : 
As a rule they're treacherous, and you have to be cautious 
even if they express friendship. Just before I reached Wide 
Bay they had murdered 5 shepherds there...Naturally enough, 
the whites try to avenge themselves, so that many a black man 
loses his life. 23 
The expeditions by Petrie, Russell, Simpson and Leichhardt and 
the establishment of the sheep station near Tiaro opened the way for 
squatters to settle the Wide Bay and Burnett districts. Problems of 
hostile Aborigines, isolation, distance from markets and the difficult 
economic period in the early 1840s resulted in the failure of Joliffe's 
station and temporarily retarded the spread of settlement to the Wide 
Bay district. Settlement, however, spread out from Russell's Burran-
dowan and eventually again reached Wide Bay. In 1843 Richard Jones 
settled Barambah, and later extended his holdings to Mondure. Booubyjan 
was settled by the Lawless brothers in 1845. Closer to Wide Bay, J. D. 
Mactaggart settled Kilkivan in 1846. 2 4 Many other runs followed. 
During 1846 and 1847, there was a great and continuous migration of 
stock, predominately sheep, downstream on the Burnett. The thrust of 
settlement continued towards the north and the lower reaches of the 
Burnett and its tributaries. 2 5 Despite this progress, once settlement 
in the district was attempted again, the struggle with the Aborigines 
for control of the land was to re-emerge. When the pastoral industry 
was finally re-formed in the district, the establishment of the port of 
Maryborough on the Mary River, as predicted by Surveyor Burnett, helped 
ease the problems of isolation. This eventually assisted the Europeans 
to succeed in their struggle. 
In 1848 J. C. Bidwill was appointed the first Commissioner of 
Crown Lands in Wide Bay. 26 This was further sound indication that the 
pastoral settlement of the surrounding area would intensify. The job of 
the Commissioner was to examine lands tendered for by pastoralists and 
22. F. McKinnon, "Pioneers of the Wide Bay and Burnett", pp. 2-3. 
23. F. W. L. Leichhardt, Moreton Bay district, to his mother, 27 
August 1843, M. Aurousseau, Ludwig Leichhardt. p. 672. 
24. F. McKinnon, "Early pioneers of the Wide Bay Burnett", 
Journal of the Historical Society of Queensland. Souvenir 
issue, 1940, pp. 93-95. 
25. H. Palmer, "Reminiscences of the Wide Bay and Burnett", pp. 
89-90. 
26. N. E. Buettel, A history of Maryborough, Maryborough 
Historical Society, 1976, p. 4. 
recommend their acceptance or rejection as Crown Leases. By this time 
there had been intensive exploration of the Wide Bay district. Despite 
this, A. J. McConnell notes it was strange that the explorers did not 
discover the superior Widgee country earlier. 27 j^ 1846 the first 
settlers of Widgee, William Butler Tooth and his brother Atticus, set 
out overlanding cattle to Queensland from Gundagai, New South Wales. In 
the course of their search for suitable grazing lands, 28 the droving 
expedition suffered disastrous losses. 1 500 head of stock, including 
25 horses and a team of bullocks died en route. 29 Apparently William 
and Atticus Tooth were assisted financially in their venture by their 
cousin, Robert Tooth. 30 The Tooth brothers had moved north in the wave 
of new settlement which followed the depression of 1842-1843. 3i This 
movement was given further impetus with the more favourable terms of 
leasehold tenure introduced by the New South Wales Colonial Office in 
1847. Under these terms. Wide Bay was classified as being in the 
unsettled districts, in which runs could be held by a fourteen year 
lease. 32 William and Atticus Tooth, identified as W. B. Tooth and Co., 
encouraged by the new regulations, followed the spread of settlement 
from the Upper Burnett to Wide Bay. Eventually, suitable grazing land 
was found between Widgee Widgee, and the areas abandoned by Eales. 3 3 
By the beginning of 1849, the Tooths were at the forefront of the 
intense speculation for the establishment of runs along the Mary River. 
W. B. Tooth and Co. were amongst the first to settle runs in this area. 
Apparently, their earliest applications were for two runs opened for 
tender on 5 February 1849. One run, named Widgee Widgee, was for 46 080 
acres, with grazing capacity for 700 cattle. This was tendered for at a 
premium of 6d (presumably per year), but was declined the following 
April. The other run, Bopple, comprising 25 600 acres, with grazing 
capacity for 600 cattle, was tendered for at 2/6d. On 13 April 1853, 
27. A. J. McConnell, "Some old stations", pp. 5-6. 
26. w. F. Morrison, The Aldine history of Queensland. The Aldine 
Publishing Company, Sydney, 1888, pp. 495-496. 
29. G. Kelly, Atticus Tooth - One of the Kennedy men, paper 
delivered to the Bowen Historical Society, 1978, p. 2, DPC. 
30. Robert and William Tooth, Sydney to CCCL, Sydney, 13 February 
1850, NSW Col. Sec. correspondence, frame 61, microfilm reel 
A2.21, JOL. 
31. N. Deutscher, The cattle industry in Queensland, 1840-1890, 
BA thesis. University of Queensland, 1959, pp. 5-6. 
32. Ibid, p. 21. 
33. w. F. Morrison, Aldine history of Queensland, p. 496. 
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this tender was also declined. 34 Another run, Weejie Weegie, was 
tendered for in August 1849. The premium was given as l/6d for the 
46 080 acres, with a grazing capacity for 640 cattle. This tender was 
also declined in August 1850. 35 jt is evident that W. B. Tooth or his 
employees had good knowledge of the Widgee country for which he 
tendered and probably had the use of the land before making their 
tenders. The Tooths were possibly prompted into tendering for the land 
when others showed interest in the localities. W. B. Tooth was deter-
mined to acquire the Widgee country, hence his persistence in tendering 
for the same land several times. Tooth and Co. made a total of twenty-
seven tenders for runs in the Wide Bay district between 1849 and 1851. 
It is surprising, but perhaps indicative of the intense speculation for 
land in the region, that out of all these tenders, only eight were ac-
cepted. Apparently, higher premiums were necessary for tenders to be 
successful. 36 The successful runs included Orange Tree, Basin of 
Weigee Weigee (sic). Bald Hills, Glastonbury, Reserve, Brooyar, Gobongo 
and Toomcul, the first of which were tendered for in October 1849. 
Notably, those in the lower reaches of the Mary River were lost, whilst 
all those successful tenders were in the then isolated areas around 
Widgee Widgee. 3 7 Once the runs were confirmed, the Tooths increased 
their numbers of stock on the properties. In November 1852, for 
instance, W. B. Tooth purchased 2 000 head of cattle from a station on 
the Gwydir River. These were acquired at 16/- per head. 38 jt is likely 
that these cattle were brought to the Widgee runs. 
The delay in deciding upon the acceptance of tenders apparently 
caused considerable hardship for squatters. This is clearly indicated 
in a letter written by Robert and William Tooth to the Chief Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands : 
About four or five months since Mr W. B. Tooth & Co Wide Bay 
applied to the Government for a license of a station called 
Bopple regarding which there is some question raised by the 
Crown Land Officers which remains to be decided whether the 
land can be leased or not by the Government & which is 
causing great inconvenience the decision being still held in 
abeyance & as the above are proprietors of a considerable 
quantity of stock which they are anxious to boil down the 
34. Register of lands opened for selection of pastoral runs and of 
tenders received, CCCL, f. 13, CLO/10, QSA. See Appendix 1. 
35. Ibid, f. 32. 
36. See Appendices 1-3. 
37. See Appendix 1 and Maps 1 and 2 following p. 21. 
38. Moreton Bay Courier. 20 November 1852. 
coming season which is close at hand on the station applied 
for and any further detention will be of the utmost impor-
tance as they will not be able to carry out the improvements 
contemplated we earnestly beg therefore that this matter may 
be at once decided. 39 
The tender was disallowed because it was within the settled districts 
and within three kilometres of the Mary River. Apparently the Tooths 
were not informed of this until 19 December 1851, after nearly three 
years. This indicates serious problems in the procedures of the Land 
Office. 40 
In the enthusiasm of the squatters to acquire runs, sometimes the 
land was not examined well enough to be identified by the Land Commis-
sioner. This was the case for the run tendered for by the Tooths as 
Pine Mountain, situated eleven kilometres below the junction of Weejie 
Weejie (sic) Creek and the Mary River. When reporting on this tender of 
15 July 1850, Commissioner A. E. Halloran, who replaced Bidwill, was 
mystified at the description : 
There is really no such place. I went with Mr Tooth along the 
bank of the river for about 7 miles below Mr Tindal's marked 
tree. Mr Tooth then said that he could not find the tree but 
that we were near the spot.... We rode N. E. directly towards 
the range about 5 1/2 miles ... The top of a ridge (Boppool) 
was at least 2 miles off. There was no Conical pine mountain 
visible, none other in fact than Boppool. 4i 
In this case Tooth did not seem to have personal knowledge of the 
proposed boundaries of the run. Similarly, when reporting on William 
Butler Tooth's tender for the Tinana Creek run, Commissioner Halloran 
wrote in 1854 : 
1. This tender has evidently been prepared by a person who 
has not taken the trouble to go over the land, and from the 
bearing of the River Mary and Tinana Creek, a block of land 
with the boundaries laid down in the Tender cannot be made 
out. 
2. I beg to recommend that the Tender may be rejected. 4 2 
The inconsistencies in tenders suggest that W. B. Tooth was probably 
not responsible for preparing the submissions. He evidently relied on 
39. R. and W. Tooth, Sydney to CCCL, Sydney, 13 February 1850, NSW 
Col. Sec. correspondence, frame 61, microfilm reel A2.21, JOL. 
40. Ibid. 
41. Register of tenders received for runs and of reports 
forwarded, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, f. 12, CCL 
3/1, QSA. 
42. Arthur E. Halloran to CCCL, 16 January 1854, CCL, Wide Bay and 
Burnett districts, Letterbook, Letter No. 54/1, f. 53, CCL 
3/Gl, QSA. 
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his not too conscientious employees to fill this role. 
It would appear that in 1854 the Tooths' overseer, W. Forster, 
jeopardised the acquisition of further land by tender when he refused 
to give details on the numbers of stock on their runs to the constable 
sent around to record this information on an official government 
return. Halloran claimed that he had no power to compel the presenta-
tion of such information, but suggested that no tenders from Tooth 
should be accepted until the necessary return was furnished. The Chief 
Commissioner of Crown Lands in Sydney requested Halloran to prepare the 
returns as accurately as possible from the previous year's information. 
43 
The Tooths were members of one of the most prosperous and 
influential families in New South Wales. Several members of the family 
operated brewing or hops businesses in England. Brothers, Robert and 
Frederick Tooth, had emigrated to New South Wales in 1843 to assist 
their uncle John in the operation of the Kent Brewery in Sydney. By the 
early 1850s Robert, Frederick and their other brother Edwin had taken 
over full control of the brewery. This business was rapidly becoming 
one of the most successful breweries in New South Wales. About the time 
his cousins tendered for their first runs in the Wide Bay district, 
Robert Tooth invested in the Twofold Bay Pastoral Association. Freder-
ick Tooth acquired Kameruka, a prosperous property in southern New 
South Wales. Both Frederick and Robert Tooth were prominent in the 
management of the Bank of New South Wales. The involvement of both 
brothers in pastoral development and banking had important consequences 
for the early history of Widgee station. 4 4 Robert Tooth, operating as 
R. and F. Tooth and Mort, also established a London office for their 
commercial interests. 4 5 
W. B. and Atticus Tooth had emigrated to New South Wales in 1841. 
They lived on the Hawkesbury near Camden before moving north to Widgee 
Widgee. 46 Both Robert and William Tooth were members of the Legisla-
tive Council in New South Wales in the 1850s. W. B. Tooth represented 
43. A. E. Halloran to CCCL, Sydney, 4 January, 1854, CCL, Wide 
Bay and Burnett districts, Letterbook, Letter No. 54/4, ff. 
51-52, ibid. 
^4. Gazette Printing Service, History of the Tooth family, 
privately printed, Bideford, England, nd, pp. 10-16. 
45. G. Serle and R. Ward, (Eds) Australian dictionary of 
biography. 1850-1890. Vol. 6, Melbourne University Press, 
1976, p. 285. 
46. R. L. Tooth, Brisbane to J. D. Dale, 24 November 1980, DPC. 
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the United Pastoral Districts of Wide Bay, Burnett, Maranoa, Leichhardt 
and Port Curtis. 47 Q. p. shaw states that many squatters were members 
of prominent English families. 48 This was certainly the case for 
members of the Tooth family. 
After the pioneering work of William and Atticus Tooth in the 
Widgee district, numerous other runs were established. The nearby 
northern runs of Walooga and Woonga had been successfully tendered for 
by others in September 1849. 4 9 ^ g^ „as the case for the Tooths, many of 
the Wide Bay squatters overlanded stock from the far south. This was 
almost certainly the method used by Charles Grant Tindal of the 
Clarence River, Grafton, when he sought to stock the Woonga run which 
was also tendered for in October 1849. 5 0 Abraham Brierly and John 
Daniel Mactaggart successfully tendered for : Bularo, in the vicinity 
of Eales' old station; Kilkivan; and Upper Kilkivan in February 
1849. 5 1 Mactaggart also took up Bunya Creek station and Amamoor or 
Police Creek, south of Widgee Widgee in July 1851. 52 Drumfin, to the 
west of the Tooth holdings, was tendered for by Mactaggart in December 
1853. 53 Marodian or Calegon and Ger Ger or Running Creek, near Munna 
Creek, were taken up by James and Norman Leith Hay in October 1851.54 
Teebar, also near Munna Creek, and Gigoomgan were successfully taken up 
by Henry Cox Corfield in 1849. 55 Eura, also near Eales' old station, 
and Tahiti on Tinana Creek were tendered for by Alfred Henry Brown, 
also in the 1850s. 5 6 TO the south of Widgee, John Swanson took up 
Yabber in April 1851 and Alexander Swanson, Coobecum in April 1855.57 
Walter Hay acquired Curra in June 1859 and Broca Vale, near Goomboorian, 
in February 1863. 5 8 Traverston was tendered for in February 1857 by 
47. Gazette Printing Service, Tooth family, p. 16. 
48. G. P. Shaw, "The 'Tangled web' of separation", Australian 
Journal of politics and history. Vol. 29, No. 2, 1983, p. 246. 
49. Register of tenders received for runs, CCCL, f. 33, CLO/10, QSA. 
50. Register of tenders received for runs and of reports 
forwarded, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, f. 14, CCL 
3/1, QSA. 
51. Register of runs arranged by pastoral district, CCCL, ff. 17, 
16, 2, CL0/N12, QSA. 
52. Ibid, ff. 31, 33. 
Ibid, f. 62. 
Ibid, ff. 9, 8. 
Ibid, ff. 3, 1. 
Ibid, ff. 18, 47. 
Ibid, ff. 26, 28. 
Ibid, ff. 52, 56. 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
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Robert Glisson. 59 Thus within a few years, Widgee was surrounded by 
other pastoral holdings. 
With the rapid increase in settlement in the region, the Lands' 
Commissioner was also required to settle conflicting claims for land. 
Despite the fact that they were amongst the earliest pastoralists in 
the region W. B. Tooth and Co. encountered substantial competition for 
runs. The tender by W. B. Tooth and Co. for Scott's Old station Maidsto-
ne, in the vicinity of Munna Creek and adjoining the run tendered for 
as Kent was declined in 1851. It had been tendered for at the same time 
by Joseph Benson as Marodian and Gideon Scott as Karie. 6 0 i^ 1852 the 
tender for Junction station, south and west of the junction of Wide Bay 
Creek and the Mary River, was declined in favour of that of J. D. 
Mactaggart. 6i There was considerable interest in the Brooyar country, 
in the vicinity of Wide Bay Creek and its junction with the Mary River, 
where Robert Edwin Ogilby, J. S. Ferriter and W. B. Tooth all tendered 
for much the same land. 6 2 
At times it was necessary for the Commissioner of Crown Lands to 
meet the tenderers for them to point out the boundaries of their 
proposed runs. Such a meeting was requested by Halloran with J. J. M. 
Borthwick of Tarong, who in November 1851 had tendered for a run on one 
of the southern tributaries of the Mary River. Halloran proposed that 
Borthwick and other parties who had tendered for lands in the same 
locality meet with him at Widgee Widgee on 10 December 1853. 63 when 
investigating tenders, the Commissioner of Crown Lands usually assessed 
the grazing capabilities of runs in consultation with the station 
management. 
South-west of Widgee, J. and A. Mortimer acquired Manumbar which 
adjoined the Tooths' Gobongo and Toomcul runs. The latter runs were 
also the subject of a boundaries' dispute between the squatters 
concerned. First mention of the dispute was on 23 October 1854 when 
59. Ibid, f. 41. 
60. Register of tenders received for runs and of reports 
forwarded, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, f. 12, CCL 
3/1, QSA. 
61. Ibid, f. 37. 
62. A. E. Halloran, Crown Lands Office, Tinana to CCCL, 24 
February 1854, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts. Letter 
book. Letter No. 54/11, f. 85, CCL 3/Gl, QSA. See also 
Appendices 1, 2 and 3. 
63. A. E. Halloran to J. J. M. Borthwick, Tarong, Via Drayton, 
Darling Downs, 6 November 1854, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett 
districts, Letterbook, Letter No. 54/123, f. 195, CCL 3/Gl, QSA. 
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Halloran wrote to the Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands to inform him 
that the Gobongo run tendered for by Charles Goyen was entirely 
contained in W. B. Tooth's run of that name, and should be rejected. 
Tooth's Gobongo had been acquired as a forfeited run. 6 4 By January 
1855 the problem had not been resolved as W. B. Tooth complained to 
Halloran that his neighbours Mortimer and Anderson would not vacate the 
Gobongo and Toomcul runs until ordered to do so by the Commissioner. 
The problems were eventually settled in Tooth and Go's favour. In 
relation to Mortimer and Anderson's Manumbar run, Halloran stated : 
I was at Toomcul on 16 ultimo for the purpose of inspecting 
the run tendered for by you as Manumbar, but you were from 
home. I however satisfied myself that the Tender was unobjec-
tionable & have accordingly recommended it for acceptance.65 
There had been considerable further speculation by other squatters in 
tenders for runs within the immediate district. These, however, were 
eventually declined as the results of inspections by the Commissioner.66 
Gobongo and Toomcul were eventually transferred to John Mortimer in 
1857. 67 L. E. Skinner notes that similar disputes were recorded on the 
Darling Downs and were also settled by the Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
68 
The living conditions experienced by the Lands' Commissioner were 
hard and difficult as he travelled from station to station, enduring 
the extremes of weather, loneliness and the danger of Aboriginal 
attack. 6 9 Commissioner Halloran was hampered greatly by lack of access 
to the various regions on which he was obliged to report. He requested 
permission to purchase a boat to enable him to cross rivers and creeks 
64. A. E. Halloran to CCCL, Sydney, 23 October, 1854, CCL, Wide 
Bay and Burnett districts, Letterbook, Letter No. 54/76, f. 
187, CCL 3/Gl, QSA. 
65. A. E. Halloran Commissioner's Office, Tinana to Messrs 
Mortimer and Anderson, Gobongo, 17 January 1855, CCL, Wide Bay 
and Burnett districts, Letterbook, Letter No. 55/6, f. 5, CCL 
3/G2, QSA. 
66. Register of tenders received, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett 
districts, CLO/10, QSA, general observations. 
67. A. E. Halloran, CCL to CCCL, Sydney, 8 January 1857, CCL, Wide 
Bay and Burnett districts, Letterbook, Letter No, 57/2, CCL 
3/G2, QSA. 
^®. L. E. Skinner, "The days of the [squatting acts Districts of 
Darling Downs and Moreton Bay", Part 2, Queensland Heritage. 
Vol, 3, No, 7, 1977, p. 23. 
69. J. Stevens, Dr Steven Simpson, typescript, nd, p. 1, JOL. 
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safely. This would eliminate the dangerous practice of swimming water 
courses. 70 Usually Halloran was accompanied on his journeys by two 
orderlies on horseback. Halloran also employed, at his own expense, an 
Aboriginal tracker from Moreton Bay. The tracker was employed for 
tracking horses which sometimes strayed during the night when they 
camped out. When he was absent for several weeks at a time, he was 
obliged to take spare mounts for himself, in addition to the packhorse 
which carried the tent, rations and other necessities. 7i in 1852, the 
problems of transport and communications in the district were il-
lustrated when Halloran's predecessor, Commissioner Bidwill, was in-
structed to survey a marked tree line from Wide Bay to Durundur, where 
it would link up with a track leading to Brisbane. This was in further 
recognition of the pressing need to improve transport within the 
district. Bidwill did not complete his task, but became hopelessly lost 
in the wild country of Wide Bay, and eventually died as a result of his 
ordeal. 7 2 
Unlike most of the early runs in the Wide Bay - Burnett, which 
were originally stocked with sheep, the Widgee runs were stocked with 
cattle. 7 3 The fact that the country was not suitable for stocking 
sheep was realized by Tooth or his advisers from the very beginning. W. 
B. Tooth's intention to stock the run with cattle was recorded in his 
unsuccessful tender for the run Weegie Weegie in August 1849. 74 i^ 
1850, the whole Wide Bay district was carrying 21 057 sheep and 868 
cattle. 7 5 Tooth and Go's cattle numbers must have been prominent in 
this figure. By 1852, the Widgee Widgee runs carried between 4 000 and 
70. A. E. Halloran, Crown Lands Office, Tinana to the CCCL, 4 
January 1854, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, Letterbook, 
Letter No. 54/3, f. 51, CCL 3/Gl, QSA. 
71. A. E. Halloran, Commissioner's Office, Tinana, to CCCL, 
Sydney, 31 August, 1855, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, 
Letterbook, Letter No. 55/109, CCL 3/G2, QSA. 
72. H. Holthouse, Gympie gold. Angus and Robertson, Sydney, 1973, 
pp. 6-8. 
73. w. B. Tooth examined, 23 June, 1858, "Minutes of evidence 
taken before the Select Committee on the Murders by Aborigines 
on the Dawson River", New South Wales Votes and Proceedings. 
Legislative Assembly, 1858, pp. 880-882, JOL. 
74. Register of tenders received for runs and of reports 
forwarded, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, f. 10, CCL 
3/1, QSA. 
75. N. Deutscher, Cattle industry in Queensland, p. 7. 
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5 000 cattle. '6 j^ 1854, W. B. Tooth requested the provision of 50 000 
silky oak staves for tallow casks. These were to be delivered to 
Warrell, near Ipswich or to Brisbane. 7 7 w. B. Tooth operated a boiling 
down works at Ipswich for five years, probably in the 1850s. 7 6 similar 
requirements for tallow casks were no doubt necessary for Tooth's 
Widgee cattle, which were probably boiled down in Maryborough. It is 
evident that at this stage, W. B. Tooth and Co. were relying on the 
tallow trade as a market for the cattle reared or fattened on their 
runs. Intent on exploring the productivity of the Widgee land, Tooth 
and Co. also experimented in agriculture, with the result that a 
successful wheat crop was produced in 1853. 79 it is probable that 
Robert Tooth continued to finance his cousins throughout the early 
years of the venture. Such financial arrangements based on funding from 
individuals or partnerships were what G. P. Taylor considered as the 
first stage in Queensland's economic development. 80 
The Tooths left their Widgee runs in the hands of a series of 
overseers, one of whom was William Taylor. 8i in 1855, W. B. Tooth gave 
notice of the persons who were authorised to draw on him in payment of 
men's wages. These included : 
John Inghes, Borongo 
E. Jackson, Clifton 
W. H. Gaden, Widgee Widgee 
W. Anderson, Toomcul and 
D. Bell of Warril (sic). 
Payment was available from the offices of J. and G. Harris, North 
Brisbane or the Kent Brewery, Sydney. 82 The list of properties 
indicates W. B. Tooth's considerable successful property interests in 
New South Wales. After his marriage to Lucy Ann Harris in Sydney, in 
1850, W. B. Tooth and his wife made their home at Darling Point, 
76. w. B. Tooth to Commandant Native Police, Wide Bay, 25 July 
1852, NMP/5, QSA. 
77. MBC, advertisement, 7 October 1854. 
78. G. Serle and R. Ward, (Eds), ADB, Vol. 6, p. 287. 
79. 'Historian' "The Tooths of Old Clifton Station ; When W. B. 
Tooth held the Gympie Gold Lands", The steering wheel and 
society and home, series. Pioneering Queensland Families, No. 
55, November 1, 1937, p. 42, JOL. 
80. G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics", pp. 75-76. 
81. W. Taylor, to Lieutenant Marshall, Native Mounted Police, 
27 April 1852, NMP/5, QSA. 
82. MBC, advertisement, 2 June 1855. 
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Sydney. 83 Tooth's brother-in-law, George Harris was a leading merchant 
in Brisbane in the 1850s. 84 Thus'the family connections established by 
W. B. Tooth's marriage were probably a considerable advantage to him in 
his business interests. 
Intent on expanding his pastoral interests, W. B. Tooth purchased 
Clifton on the Darling Downs, for £30 000,in August 1853. Also convinced 
of the potential of the Darling Downs, Robert Tooth purchased Toolburra 
and Jondaryan. 85 Despite his numerous property interests, by 1854, W. 
B. Tooth maintained a Brisbane residence, Moreton Cottage, where he 
employed a cook, laundress and nurse for his child. 86 j^ July 1855 he 
was still maintaining his Paddington home in Sydney. 8 7 y\t this stage 
his pastoral interests in Wide Bay and his emerging pastoral interests 
in other districts, such as his later extensive holdings in the 
Maranoa, Albert, Leichhardt, Lower Darling, Clarence, Wellyla, Lachlan, 
Murrumbidgee and Darling Downs districts 88 were more than sufficient 
for him to act as an absentee landlord. 
In 1852 William Butler and Robert Tooth acquired the Woonga run 
from its lessee. In the same year, the other Widgee runs. Basin of 
Weejie Widjie (sic). Orange Tree, Bald Hills and Glastonbury were 
transferred to this new partnership. 89 Apparently W. B. Tooth sought 
his cousin's increased financial assistance when he encountered 
financial difficulties. Both the original Widgee runs were forfeited in 
1852. This step was reversed with the intervention of Robert Tooth and 
his payment of the rent and fines due. 90 Eventually, Atticus Tooth 
ventured out to acquire runs in his own name. 9i in 1856 he formed a 
station at the head of the Mary River. This he stocked with 10 000 
sheep, but he was ruined after nine months of disastrous rains.92 
Atticus Tooth's enduring partnership with his brother William is 
indicated in the tender of the former for a run called Wimben South 
83. G. Kelly, Atticus Tooth, p. 1. 
84. 'Historian', "The Tooths of old Clifton Station", p. 42. 
85. Ibid. 
86. MBC, advertisement, 7 October 1854. 
87. MBC, 3 July 1855. 
88. Accepted tenders for runs, CCCL, 1 January 1856 - 31 December 
1859, ff. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 32, 33, 34, 2/1941, AONSW. 
89. Register of runs. Wide Bay and Burnett districts, ff. 6, 5, 13 
and 12, CL0/N12, QSA. See Appendices 2 and 3. 
CCCL, CLO, Sydney to Col. Sec. 4 October 1852, frames 509-510, 
NSW Col. Sec. correspondence. Microfilm reel, A2.24, JOL. 
91. G. Kelly, Atticus Tooth, pp. 2-3. 
92. w. F. Morrison, Aldine history of Queensland, pp. 495-496. 
90 
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made in January 1858. When Commissioner Halloran reported on this 
tender on 6 June 1860, he explained that Atticus Tooth had since left 
the district and it was not known where he resided. It was noted that 
he tendered for the run for his brother. Halloran found it impossible 
to identify the country applied for. Accordingly, the proposal was 
recommended for rejection. 93 
With Robert Tooth's increased financial involvement in the 
Widgee Widgee runs, tlie family's interests there were successfully 
expanded. This expansion came at a time of prosperity and great demand 
for cattle in the southern states. It had become profitable to drove 
cattle there to take advantage of the rapidly increasing southern 
market prospects, which were resulting from the gold rushes. 94 what 
may have become a serious problem in regard to disposal of surplus 
stock was overcome in this manner. 
In 1856 W.B. Tooth decided to forsake his interests in Widgee 
Widgee and concentrate on his holdings in other districts, chiefly on 
the Darling Downs. William Tooth's interests in the seven Widgee Widgee 
runs Reserve, Brooyar, Glastonbury, Bald Hills, Basin of Widge Widge, 
Orange Tree and Woonga were transferred to his cousin Robert.9 5 
Despite the apparent end of his investments in Wide Bay, W. B. Tooth 
purchased the Cambroon and Cordalba runs around the junction of Obee 
Obee Creek and the Mary River. These runs, probably purchased as 
speculations, were acquired from Daniel M. Jones,also in 1856. Each of 
the runs comprised 16 000 acres, with grazing capacities for 4 000 
sheep. They had been originally taken up by John Daniel Mactaggart in 
May 1850. Tooth transferred the runs to J. D. Bergin in 1859. 96 
Robert Tooth purchased Walooga from William Powell in 1857.97 
This run had been forfeited by the original tenderer on 30 September 
1850 for non-payment of rent. 98 it was subsequently taken by M. A. 
Lynch, but was again forfeited for non-payment of rent on 2 December 
94 
93. A. E. Halloran report on tender No. 12 of January, 1858, 
Commissioner's Office, Tinana, to CCCL, 7 June 1860, CCL, Wide 
Bay and Burnett districts, Letterbook, Letter No. 60/1, f. 
137, CCL 3/G3, QSA. 
N. Deutscher, Cattle industry in Queensland, p. 33. 
95. Register of Runs, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, ff. 15, 11, 
12, 13, 6, 5 and 4, CL0/N12, QSA. 
96. Ibid, ff. 22-23. 
97. Ibid, f. 20. See Appendices 2 and 3. 
98. A. E. Halloran to CCCL, 4 March 1858, CCL, Wide Bay and 
Burnett districts, Letterbook, Letter No. 58/5, CCL 3/G3, QSA. 
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1851. In January 1852 Murray tendered again for the run, with some 
additional area, this time called Woolooga. Due to his previous failure 
there, however, it was recommended for rejection. 99 Continuing his 
pastoral expansion, Robert Tooth used cattle from Widgee to form and 
stock Colanne (sic) on the Burnett in 1861. lOO 
Like his cousin, Robert Tooth also appointed a manager on Widgee 
Widgee and continued to reside in Sydney, where his main investments 
were centred, lo^ The Annual Return of Stock for Wide Bay reported on 2 
February 1857 that the combined Widgee Widgee runs, with Frederick R. 
Hutchinson in charge, comprised 111 000 acres, stocking no sheep, 250 
horses and 4 000 cattle. In contrast, Walooga, before it was purchased 
from William Powell, comprised 16 000 acres, stocked with 4 horses and 
2 150 sheep. 102 Widgee Widgee was one of the larger holdings in the 
region. Later in 1857 the grazing capabilities of the eight Widgee 
runs, Walooga, Glastonbury, Woonga, Brooyar, Bald Hills, Reserve, Basin 
of Widgee Widgee and Orange Tree were assessed by Commissioner Hal-
loran, in consultation with William C. Giles, Robert Tooth's represen-
tative. The grazing capabilities of the combined runs, then comprising 
an estimated 127 000 acres, were assessed at 18 000 sheep, together 
with 3 640 cattle. 103 Apparently Giles assumed the management of 
Widgee after the departure of Hutchinson. 
The early runs brought many prominent families into the district. 
The owners of some runs, such as those at Widgee held by the Tooth 
family, resided in Sydney or Brisbane, where they were prominent in 
political and business affairs. Many of the squatters saw themselves as 
creating pastoral empires, by which means they would be leaders in 
society. This was particularly the case of W. B. Tooth who generally 
ensured his residences were centres of social life. 104 His residence 
at Widgee, however, was an exception. At this stage, Widgee was too 
isolated to exhibit the characteristics of upper class social life and 
99. A. E. Halloran, Commissioner's Office, Tinana, to CCCL, 10 
May 1858, Letter No. 58/32, f. 115, ibid. 
100. N. w. Brown, Memoirs of a Queensland Pioneer, typescript, 
1944, p. 22, JOL. 
101. 'Historian', "The Tooths of Old Clifton Station", p. 42. 
102. Annual Return of Stock, Commissioners Office, Tinana, 2 
February 1857, CCL Wide Bay and Burnett districts, 
Letterbook, CCL 3/G2, QSA. 
103. Register of runs, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, ff. 
399, 401, 403, 405, 407, 409, 411 and 413, CCL 3/5, QSA. See 
Appendix 3. 
^°*. 'Historian', "The Tooths of old Clifton Station", p. 44. 
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was viewed solely in terms of its investment potential. This explains 
the maintenance of his residences in Brisbane and Sydney and at 
Clifton. Eventually by the 1860s more permanent homesteads were built 
on the runs or stations as they came to be known. The new homesteads 
were usually constructed on a grand scale, although many of them were 
still fashioned largely from bush timber, los Problems of transporting 
building materials to such isolated places still remained. Recognition 
of the importance of the new settlements in what is now Queensland was 
indicated in 1843 when the inhabitants were invited to vote for the 
election of a single member of the New South Wales Legislative Council.106 
Political representation was gradually increased as settlement in-
creased, until 1859, when full colonial status was conferred with the 
separation of Queensland from New South Wales. The elected parliament 
was,understandably, dominated by pastoral interests. 107 
As the pastoralists opened up the Wide Bay area, timber-getters 
and prospectors soon followed. It was, however, to be some years before 
exploitation of mineral resources was to become a reality. The upper 
reaches of the Mary River became well known for timber, particularly 
red cedar and kauri pine. In flood time, logs were rafted to Maryborou-
gh, where they were milled and transported south. i08william Pettigrew, 
who had established a mill in Brisbane in 1852, looked to Wide Bay as a 
suitable site for a northern base. He started a mill at Dundathu in 
1862. By the following year, the extensive timber resources of Fraser 
Island were being utilized. i09 During the 1860s, the timber industry 
flourished. The consequent destruction of the vast forest areas, and 
hence the Aboriginal hunting grounds, however, was an important factor 
which contributed to the decimation of the local Aboriginal tribes, no 
So determined was this onslaught that even the labour and credit 
shortages, such as that of 1841-1843, could not totally stop the squat-
i°5. w. R. Johnston, The call of the land : A history of 
Queensland to the present day. Jacaranda Press, Brisbane, 
1982, p, 28. 
i°6. A. Garran, Ed, Picturesque atlas of Australasia, extract in 
facsimile, Lansdowne Press, Sydney, 1974, p. 25. 
W. R. Johnston, Call of the land, p. 49. 
R. Donald, Gympie 100 years, p. 15. 
J. R. L. Uyne and W, R. Johnston, Hyne sight ; A history of 
timber family in Queensland. Hyne and Co., Maryborough, 1980, 
p. 6. 
R. Cilento and C. Lack, Triumph in the tropics. Smith and 
Paterson, Brisbane, 1959, pp. 192-193. 
107 
108 
109 
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ters from establishing new runs, m As the incidence of settlement 
increased, centres of population,such as Nanango, Gayndah and Maryboro-
ugh, began to develop. In these towns commercial businesses grew in 
response to the increasing local demands for imported goods and 
transportation of station produce. For a number of years, pastoralists 
of the upper reaches of the Wide Bay-Burnett continued to use Brisbane 
as their port. This was despite the fact that Brisbane was between 300 
and 500 kilometres distant and could only be reached by travelling over 
rough bush tracks formed by bullock drays which had been forced through 
the densely timbered scrub. 112 
In the case of Maryborough, the port which had been coveted since 
the days of Eales' station, began with a store, shanty and wharf con-
structed by George Furber in 1847. Furber had taken over one of the 
runs abandoned by Eales. ii3 The pastoralists of the Wide Bay and 
Burnett soon realized how much more convenient it was to use Furber's 
facilities. Within one year, 1 400 bales of wool had left the new 
port. 114 In 1850 a Taoiling-down .works was established in 
Maryborough. This provided stockholders with an easier means of 
disposing of stock. ii5 By 1852 Maryborough displayed the usual signs 
of a European settlement, with surveyed town allotments, a number of 
inns, a police station and police court, church services and a number 
of European women as residents. 116 Post offices were opened at Gayndah 
and Maryborough in 1849, and Nanango in 1850. By the early 1860s the 
hazardous business of operating mail runs had commenced within the 
district. ii7 
Rapid expansion in the Wide Bay district brought with it severe 
labour shortages, 118 despite an overall rapid increase in population 
in the region in the 1850s and early 1860s. 119 The labour shortage was 
particularly noticeable on the pastoral holdings from where there had 
111. J. Nolan, Bundaberg : history and people, University of 
Queensland press, 1978, p. 2. 
112. F. McKinnon, "Pioneers of the Wide Bay and Burnett", p. 95. 
113. Ibid, p. 96. 
114. R. Cilento and C. Lack, Triumph in the tropics, p. 360. 
115. N. E. Buettel, History of Maryborough, p. 197. 
116. F. McKinnon, "Pioneers of the Wide Bay and Burnett', p. 99. 
117. R. Cilento and C. Lack, Triumph in the tropics, p. 300. 
118. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth. Smith 
and Paterson, Brisbane, 1950, pp. 250-254. 
119. N. E. Buettel, History of Maryborough, p. 5. 
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been a great exodus of workmen to the gold rushes in New South 
Wales. 120 This labour problem was partly overcome through the employ-
ment of Chinese and some Aborigines, as was the case at Boonara.121 
The seriousness of the labour shortage was a common problem which 
united important groups in the Moreton Bay district in the quest for 
separation. 
Arthur Laurie maintains that before separation two groups emerged 
in support of the separation movement. These were the squatter's party 
and the town dwellers. The squatters had initially sought a renewal of 
transportation while the town dwellers sought free immigrant settlers 
to provide labour. 122 Later political differentiation between these 
two groups was based on the use of crown lands. The two groups remained 
important political considerations in Queensland for many years. Once 
the demands for convicts were dropped and support for separation was 
given by both groups, the secession of what was to become the new 
colony of Queensland moved much closer. 123 The eventual success of the 
separation movement was evidence of the growing maturity of communities 
throughout Queensland. 
The role of the pioneer pastoralists in settling the Wide Bay-
Burnett and in particular Widgee Widgee was fraught with many difficul-
ties. Many problems persisted for years as the frontier settlement 
became more and more firmly established. The early problems of securing 
the best leases, establishing the best uses for the land, improving 
transport and communications, and securing adequate labour were 
indicative of the stage of experimentation in community development. As 
well as these obstacles, the threat of Aboriginal depredations posed a 
very real problem for many run holders. This threat provoked a vicious 
struggle for the land as Europeans and Aborigines fought for its 
control. 
120. H. S. Bloxsome, The discovery, exploration and sundry other 
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1959, pp. 245-246. 
123. B. A. Knox, "Moreton Bay separation", p. 570. 
Map 1 
The Wide Bay and Burnett districts, 1865 : 
Note the numerous pastoral properties, but the absence of 
roads. Only Maryborough, Nanango and Gayndah were settlements of any 
reasonable size at this time. The telegraph line heading west from 
Maryborough indicates the importance of the communications networks 
in that direction. At this time contact with Brisbane was difficult. 
[Electoral Districts of Burnett and Wide Bay, 1/2 D (1865), QSA. 
Reduced in Scale.] 

Map 2 
Widgee station, its runs, out stations and neighbours : 
Produced in 1875, this map indicates the relative positions of 
Widgee station and its out-stations, Woonga and Brooyar within the 
Wide Bay district. It also indicates several of the adjoining 
localities such as Boonara, Kilkivan and Miva. Significantly this map 
indicates very little closer settlement. 
The approximate boundaries of the original Widgee leases as 
listed in the Register of runs in the pastoral district of Wide Bay 
in the 1850s and 1860s, CL0/N12, QSA and listed in Appendix 9 have 
been added by the author. These were : 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
Brooyar 
Reserve 
Walooga 
Woonga 
Bald Hills 
Basin of Weeji Widjie 
Orange Tree 
Glastonbury 
Carrington. 
[Widgee station Run File, LAN/AF 1143, QSA.] 

CHAPTER TWO 
ABORIGINAL CONFLICT 
The very presence of the white settlers wrought ever increasing 
changes in the landscape and in the lifestyle of the Aboriginal in-
habitants. 1 It is important to view the Aboriginal presence in terms 
of an active and viable culture, although most early European settlers 
failed to consider Aboriginal culture in this way. The Aboriginal way 
of life was challenged by the Europeans who were determined to use the 
Aboriginal land to extract as much profit as they could. To the 
Europeans the Australian countryside was an alien environment which 
should be tamed. This contrasted directly with the Aborigines who lived 
in harmony with nature. Aborigines had survived for thousands of years 
in this environment. The European invasion was destined to produce 
resentment and retaliation from them. The respective views of Europeans 
and Aborigines about one another, together with their contact, are key 
considerations in this chapter as both groups struggled for control of 
the land. The opposing sides had greatly different ideas about how 
nature's wealth was to be used. Aborigines responded to European 
settlers on the basis of considerable knowledge and definite expecta-
tions about them. This was gained from their contact with other tribal 
groups which had earlier experience with the white invaders. 2 The 
white solution to the Aboriginal problem eventually meant the total 
destruction of Aboriginal society and culture. 3 This cultural struggle 
was a further key component of the early stage of experimentation in 
the station's life cycle. 
Black-white relations progressed through four distinct stages 
between 1842 and 1872. The initial stage was one of curiosity on the 
part of both black and white for one another. This was the situation 
with the "wild white men" and the coming of the first explorers and 
settlers. Once settlement was effected, this stage usually degenerated 
into open conflict between the settlers and the traditional Aboriginal 
1. N. Draper, "Food resources", p. 125. 
2. H. Reynolds, "Before the instant of contact : some evidence 
from nineteenth century Queensland", Aboriginal History. Vol. 
2, No. 1, 1978, p. 68. 
3. R. L. Evans, "Queensland's first Aboriginal reserve. Part 1, 
the promise of reform", Queeensland heritage. Vol. 2, No. 4, 
May 1971, p. 29. 
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inhabitants. By the mid 1850s, as was the case around Widgee, Aborigi-
nal resistance was better organized as the natives, with a greater 
knowledge of their foe, resorted more to guerilla tactics of deception. 
All resistance proved futile, as the invaders became entrenched, and by 
the early 1870s the surviving Aborigines were a broken, demoralized 
group of pathetic individuals. A similar progression of stages was 
recognized by William Forster of Gin Gin in 1856. 4 By the late 1860s 
Aboriginal tribes around Bowen, in the span of one generation, had been 
transformed from a proud and independent people to one enduring an 
existence of cultural and spiritual malaise. A similar situation 
occurred earlier in the Wide Bay-Burnett and later in far north 
Queensland. 5 
In 1849, when the Native Mounted Police was founded and Widgee 
Widgee was first settled, the Wide Bay Aborigines were still very 
threatening. Knowledge of the dangers posed by the Aborigines, espe-
cially after the failure of the station at Tiaro, had helped delay 
settlement, but the pressure for land dictated otherwise a mere six 
years later. The dangers were, however, still recognized by many. In 
1849 a petition was prepared by stock holders of the district, re-
questing the presence of the Native Mounted Police to prevent attacks 
by Aborigines on stock and employees. 6 
The social climate which developed on and around the infant 
Widgee station was typical of the situation throughout the Wide Bay-
Burnett district. Some of the earliest recorded hostilities in the 
district occurred within or near the boundaries of Widgee station. 
Numerous atrocities occurred at John Daniel Mactaggart's Kilkivan 
station, which was a neighbouring property to Widgee Widgee. Mactaggart 
stated before R. P. Marshall, J.P. at Wulooga (sic) in December 1850 
that in May 1848 the blacks on his station had begun to threaten the 
lives of his men. In the middle of that month he had a shepherd 
murdered and a number of sheep taken. Since that time, he claimed, the 
"blacks" had been at war with him. He had found it necessary to employ 
4. J. G. Nolan, Bundaberg, p. 19. 
5. K. E. Evans, "Marie Yamba, Bloomfield and Hope Vale : the 
Lutheran missions to the north Queensland Aborigines, 1886-
1905", Queensland heritage. Vol. 2, No. 6, May 1972, p. 26. 
6. Petition from stockholder residents in the Burnett and Wide Bay 
districts to CCCL, Sydney, 7 June 1849, NSW Col. Sec. 
Correspondence, frames 752-753, Document No. 49/7852, microfilm 
reel, A2.18, JOL. This included the signatures of sixteen 
petitioners. 
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up to three men to shepherd a flock of sheep. Mactaggart's men, who 
were well armed, were continually on the alert and had thwarted several 
attempts to take sheep, sometimes battling to keep the attackers at bay 
until help came. At the time of his deposition, Mactaggart claimed that 
he had received messages from friendly Aborigines to the effect that 
all of the Wide Bay tribes which were assembling for the "Bunya-Bunya" 
feasts intended to steal the sheep from the whole district and kill 
all the white men, as soon as the feast was finished. Mactaggart stated 
that during the preceding winter he had been constantly employed in 
assisting his neighbours, Corfield and Murray of Walooga, in attempting 
to recover their sheep which had been taken by Aborigines. Their 
efforts had been mostly unsuccessful because of the large number of 
Aborigines involved and the small size of the rescue party. On one 
occasion, Mactaggart's head station had been attacked by "blacks" who 
robbed all of the flour and almost everything else. Altogether, the 
station had lost about 5 000 sheep taken by Aborigines. 7 
There were frequent early troubles at Walooga station. In June 
1849 Land Commissioner Bidwill wrote to the Chief Commissioner of Crown 
Lands in Sydney stating that a shepherd named Francis Callaghan, 
employed by Murray of Wollooga (sic), had been murdered by "blacks". 
Bidwill noted that Murray expected further trouble from the attackers. 
On hearing about the death of Callaghan, Bidwill rode to Walooga to 
enquire into the circumstances. He found that the same natives who had 
killed Callaghan had murdered a man at Mactaggart's station in 1848, 
and about a month previously were suspected of murdering another man at 
Barambah station. 8 in August 1850 Murray had another shepherd killed 
and 200 sheep taken. Two months later another man was speared and 1 000 
sheep taken and destroyed. During December 1850 large numbers of blacks 
of the Euro Euro, Widgee Widgee, Boppool and Fraser Island tribes as-
sembled around Walooga station, which they intended to attack. When the 
Native Mounted Police investigated, their party was attacked by about 
sixty natives and driven away. 9 
J. D. Mactaggart, Statement made before R. P. Marshall, J.P. at 
Wulooga (sic) on 21 December 1850, NSW Col. Sec. correspon-
dence, frames 862-864, microfilm reel A2.23, JOL. 
J. C. Bidwill to CCCL, Sydney, 10 June 1849, Document No. 49/8, 
frames 448-449, microfilm reel A2.18, QSA. 
J. Murray, Statement made before R. P. Marshall, J.P. at 
Walooga, 21 December 1850, NSW Col. Sec. correspondence, frames 
852-854, microfilm reel A2.23, JOL. 
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Murray was eventually broken by such continual depredations and 
forfeited his holding. Over the brief period of his tenure several 
shepherds had been speared and nearly 2 000 sheep destroyed, i" Walooga 
was also forfeited for non-payment of rent by Murray's successor, 
Andrew Lynch, n The two early forfeitures of Walooga are clear indica-
tion of the severity of the problems of Aboriginal pressure on the 
early squatters. Similar difficulties were experienced later in other 
areas of Queensland. Pioneers learned that the hazards of Aboriginal 
attack in frontier grazing or farming could be almost insurmount-
able. 12 This was a common feature of frontier settlement in Australia, 
from the earliest days of white settlement through the many moving 
frontiers in colonial development. Henry Reynolds and Noel Loos 
maintain that in almost every district in Queensland sheep and cattle 
runs were abandoned by settlers as a direct or indirect result of 
Aboriginal attack, unacceptable security or loss of life or the 
economic impact of indigenous hostility. The duration of the so-called 
"black war" varied from place to place, from between a few months to 
ten years. Fear was very real, despite the possibility that settlers 
may have often overreacted. This is understandable given the con-
siderable financial outlay by most station owners. Settler anxiety 
occurred in all areas of Queensland from the extreme south in the 1840s 
to the far north in the 1880s and 1890s. 13 
Similar problems plagued the management of Widgee Widgee. When it 
was reported in 1851 that the natives were destroying cattle, fourteen 
Native Mounted Police were despatched. The offenders, however, followed 
their usual response and retreated to the sea coast. 14 Anxiety was 
common around early Maryborough, when in 1852 labourers were fearful to 
go any distance from the town. Such fear prevented eligible stock 
10. John Murray, Statement made before R.P. Marshall, J.P. at 
Walooga on 14 December, 1850, NSW Col. Sec. frames 852-854, 
microfilm reel A2.23, JOL. 
11. A. E. Halloran, CCL to the CCCL, 4 November, 1853, CCL, 
Wide Bay and Burnett districts, Letterbook, Document No. 
53/33, f. 10, CCL 3/Gl, QSA. 
12. R. L. Evans, "Queensland's first Aboriginal reserve". Part 1, 
p. 26. 
13. H. Reynolds and N. Loos, "Aboriginal Resistance in 
Queensland", Australian journal of politics and history. Vol. 
22, 1976, pp. 216-217. 
14. F. Walker, to the Col. Sec, giving general duties of 
Native Police, 10 March 1851 to 27 July 1851, written 1 
August 1851, NSW Col. Sec. correspondence, frames 668-677, 
microfilm reel, A2.23, JOL. 
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workers from leaving the towns to gain employment on stations, where 
labour was desperately needed. The necessity to have guns at the ready 
was a clear understanding for settlers throughout Queensland in the 
frontier days. Surprise attacks were feared continually. Such was the 
long-term threat of the "black war" that fears were held that progress 
would be seriously obstructed. 15 Later well publicised Aboriginal 
attacks such as that at Hornet Bank and Cullinlaringo had serious 
effects on progress and the availability of capital in these areas. 16 
In October 1851 the Aborigines attempted a deception at Widgee by 
delivering false messages from neighbouring stock owners. Daniel 
Driscol, a Widgee employee, was told by an Aborigine that Murray, the 
owner of Walooga, was at Woonga. After riding to Woonga, Driscol found 
this to be incorrect. On his return Driscol and the manager of Widgee, 
Walter Taylor, were called across a creek by another Aborigine who 
wanted them to meet Murray as he was supposed to be approaching. The 
deception was realized when the men found themselves surrounded by 
about 200 menacing Aborigines, armed with spears and waddies. Taylor 
and Driscol were lucky to gain refuge in a hut, from where the attack-
ers were repelled by gunfire. Driscol claimed that the Aborigines had 
robbed one hut of everything it contained, except the saddles. A 
warrant was subsequently granted for the arrest of the two ring 
leaders. Ball and Devil. 17 
In seeking the offenders for such attacks there were commonly 
problems of identification. As a result, reprisals were frequently made 
on innocent parties. On 1 December 1851 an Aborigine called Milbong was 
killed as the Police attempted to apprehend him on a charge of sheep 
stealing. Commandant Walker stated that he was certain that Milbong had 
been mistaken for Devil, the perpetrator of the attack on Driscol and 
Taylor. Both Milbong and Ball had but one eye, and both had been 
wounded in the shoulder. 18 
J. S. Ferriter of Toomcul station, adjoining Widgee Widgee and 
Manumbar, requested assistance from the Native Police in March 1852. 
15. H. Reynolds and N. Loos, "Aboriginal resistance in 
Queensland", pp. 220-223. 
16. G. Reid, A nest of hornets, Oxford University Press, 
Melbourne, 1982, p. 105. 
17. Daniel Driscol, statement made before E. B. Uhr, J.P. at 
Maryborough, 25 October 1851, NMP/6, QSA. 
18. Frederick Walker, Report of proceedings of the Native Police 
for 1 August to 31 December 1851, NSW Col. Sec. correspon-
dence, frames 691-693, microfilm reel A2.23, JOL. 
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Ferriter stated that he had been informed by the "blacks" belonging to 
his run that a very large party of "Salt Water" and Wide Bay "blacks" 
were camped between Toomcul and Widgee Widgee. Ferriter stated that he 
could see numerous fires at nighttime in that direction and claimed 
that the motive of these Aborigines was to take sheep. 19 
Shortly after, trouble once again broke out at Widgee Widgee. The 
superintendent, William Taylor, wrote from Maryborough on 27 April 1852 
requesting assistance from the Native Police. Taylor, it seems, 
frequently travelled to Maryborough with cattle for the boiling down 
establishment. During his absences, the station was left largely unat-
tended. Taylor claimed that while he was away on one such excursion, 
the "blacks" rushed the cattle on the station, spearing two, maiming 
one with a tomahawk and scattering the herd in all directions. Taylor 
feared that in the future the "blacks" would continue to take advantage 
of his absences to commit serious outrages on the herd. He stated : 
...Mr Tooth's cattle will be scattered throughout the country 
and I shall not be enabled to gather the quantity that he has 
ensured for the boiling-down. 20 
This disruption in the operation of the station was evidently viewed 
very seriously. At this time the station had been functioning just a 
few years and Tooth was anxious that it should show profits. W. B. 
Tooth further expressed his concern for his interests at Widgee Widgee 
Our own experience shows plainly that the blacks with us have 
been growing worse in Killing Cattle since the police came to 
the dist., because they find they can do so with less danger 
of detection than by carrying off sheep by thousands as was 
their custom previous to the police operations in the dist. 
and as there are no other cattle Stations in the dist. our 
stock are slaughtered by the neighbouring Sheep Stations 
tribes which are infinitely more mischievous than the blacks 
less civilized.... 21 
Trouble was still being experienced later the same year when William 
Taylor wrote to Lieutenant Marshall of the Native Mounted Police, 
19. J. S. Ferriter, to the Officer in Command of the Native 
Police, 25 March 1852, NMP/5, QSA. 
20. W. Taylor, Widgee Widgee to R. P. Marshall Esq. J.P. 27 April 
1852, NMP/6, QSA. 
21. W. B. Tooth, Brisbane to The Commandant or next in Command of 
the Native Police, Wide Bay district, 25 July 1852, NMP/6, 
QSA. 
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.requesting assistance. 22 Reynolds and Loos consider that a form of 
open guerilla warfare existed in the Wide Bay-Burnett at this time. 
Aboriginal attacks on life and property increased the material and 
psychological costs of pioneering. The massive retaliation left 
thousands Aborigines dead. 2 3 it seems that much of this action was 
concentrated on stations such as Widgee Widgee, where as Tooth noted, 
"semi-civilized" Aborigines were the most troublesome. 
Evidence of further trouble, in 1854, is given in a letter 
written by Commissioner Halloran. Halloran reported that in the Widgee 
Widgee district the Aborigines were committing serious offences, such 
as spearing cattle and stealing sheep. He added that there was a 
section of the Native Police stationed at Yabber which was supposed to 
keep them in order. 24 Halloran described the Wide Bay district as the 
most dangerous part of the colony on account of the Aborigines who were 
very savage and quite expert at eluding pursuit. He added that it was 
unsafe for him to visit many parts of the district without at least two 
orderlies who were ready to defend his party against attack. 2 5 
In February 1856 Frederick Hutchinson, who was then superin-
tendent of Widgee, requested police assistance as the Aborigines had 
scattered nearly 800 head of cattle from the Glastonbury block. 
Hutchinson was critical of the irregular nature of police visits. He 
also complained that when the police last visited Widgee, they assisted 
one of his employees to leave. This man, Hutchinson stated, had been 
recently brought from Sydney. 2 6 Probably the stockman was motivated to 
abscond through fear of Aboriginal attack or by the loneliness of his 
duties. It would appear that the cattle were frightened by a group of 
Aborigines passing on their way to the bunya scrubs. The police officer 
who investigated the incident felt that losses in cattle were likely 
when they were left for long periods of time on out-stations such as 
22. w. Taylor, Widgee Widgee to Lt Marshall, 15 October 1852, 
NMP/8, QSA. 
23. H. Reynolds and N. Loos, "Aboriginal resistance", pp. 225-226. 
24. A. E. Halloran, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts to CCCL, 
Sydney, 7 February 1854, NMP/6, QSA. 
25. A. E. Halloran, Commissioner's Office, Tinana, to CCCL, 
Sydney, 31 August 1855, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, 
Letterbook, Letter No. 55/109, CCL 3/Gl, QSA. 
26. F. R. Hutchinson, Widgee Widgee to A. E. O'Halloran 
(Halloran), CCL, Maryborough, 16 February 1856, NSW Col. Sec. 
correspondence, frames 518-519, microfilm reel A2.36, JOL. 
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Glastonbury, without anyone to look after them. 2 7 About this time, the 
Moreton Bay Courier published a report suggesting that claims of 
Aboriginal attacks were exaggerated. By 1856 the dangers were possibly 
lessening, although stock owners with more material possessions to lose 
by that time, were still intent to press their case for protection.28 
At Widgee, at least, there is a clear indication that the problems in 
1856 may not have been due to planned Aboriginal depredation but to 
managerial neglect or employee inability to supervise stock. This 
apparent lessening in the intensity of Aboriginal aggressions is 
indicative of the third stage in Aboriginal-European relations in which 
depredations were isolated but better planned occurrences. 
In contrast serious racial conflict persisted at Walooga. William 
Powell, the third occupant of Walooga station, also suffered at the 
hands of the Aborigines. In April 1855 a number of natives attacked his 
station, robbed the station store, bound his son and left his hut-
keeper, badly injured, on the ground. Despite the fact that Powell 
reported this to the police , in March 1856, the same five natives 
who organized the attack were responsible for another raid. Powell 
claimed they took a number of sheep and sent other Aborigines with a 
message threatening that after the bunya season they would return to 
take the remainder of the sheep and murder him and his men. Powell 
noted that the offending natives were frequently at Widgee station.2 9 
At this time Maryborough was very quiet because the Aborigines were 
absent at the Bunya Bunya. 3 0 
In the absence of adequate police presence, white vigilante raids 
or "frontier justice" became the main course of action available to the 
run holders after Aboriginal depredations. Following such reprisals. 
Aborigines often sought their revenge, and so the web of involvement 
grew, implicating more and more innocent people of both races. The 
superior arms and means of transport of the settlers were countered by 
27. Lt Morisset to the Inspector General of Police, 16 April 1856, 
NSW Col. Sec. correspondence, frames 513-515, microfilm reel 
A2.36, JOL. 
28. Office Inspector General of Police, Sydney, to the Colonial 
Secretary, 29 March 1856, NSW Col. Sec. correspondence, 
frame 8, microfilm reel A2.36, JOL. 
W. Powell, Walooga to A. E. Halloran, CCL Maryborough, 18 
March 1856, NSW Col. Sec. correspondence. Letter No. 56/3353, 
frames 792-794, microfilm reel A2.36, JOL. 
A. E. Halloran, CCL, Maryborough to CCCL, Sydney, 1 April 
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wile and so-called "acts of treachery" on the part of the Aborigines. 
Settlers, realizing the government could not afford to protect them, 
would often take the law into their own hands to protect their lives 
and property. Whole groups of Aborigines were punished in retaliation 
for murders and killings of stock. This was most likely seen as a means 
of establishing peace and order. 3i 
In the 1860s two Widgee stockmen,who were mustering Widgee stock 
where the township of Woolooga now stands,discovered the aftermath of a 
reprisal raid against the Aborigines. The stockmen were horrified to 
discover the decomposing bodies of five Aborigines in a waterhole. Each 
of the skulls of the bodies bore bullet holes. 32 similar events were 
repeated in other areas of the colony. For instance, Reynolds and Loos 
claim that pioneers viewed life in North Queensland as never being safe 
in the early days. There it was customary to shoot Aborigines on sight.3 3 
Many squatters, such as the Tooths, would only agree to let the 
Aborigines on their stations when the Native Mounted Police were in the 
area. 34 Unable to keep the peace between the warring parties, the 
Native Mounted Police became pledged to protect the squatters' inter-
ests. 
Enforced removals of Aborigines from their traditional lands 
caused much ill feeling. Gordon Reid explores the events leading up to 
the 1857 Hornet Bank massacre in Western Queensland. The massacre of 
the Europeans at Hornet Bank was largely in response to the indignities 
the Aborigines had suffered in the ten years since white settlement in 
the Upper Dawson district. These intolerable acts included the taking 
of their lands, the deprivation of food supplies, the killing of 
hunting bands and the abuse of Aboriginal women. 3 5 The situation, 
largely beyond the control of the authorities, was quite similar to 
that at Widgee and particularly Walooga, where there was continual 
conflict throughout the 1850s. It is possible that Aboriginal women may 
have been ill-treated to provoke retaliation by the Aborigines at 
Walooga. 
31. L. E. Skinner, Police of the pastoral frontier. University of 
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32. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, p. 261. 
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34. w. B. Tooth, Esq, M.P. examined 23 June 1858 before the Select 
Committee on the murders by the Aborigines on the Dawson 
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By 1860 almost every case of Aboriginal aggression in Wide Bay 
was promptly followed by punishment. 36 ^t this time the spirit of 
Aboriginal rebellion was soundly squashed, although isolated incidents 
of conflict were bound to continue for several years. For instance, in 
February 1861, J. and A. Mortimer of Manumbar were enraged at the 
murder of some of their innocent station Aborigines by a party of 
Native Mounted Police. Accompanied by W. C. Giles from Widgee station, 
the police attack was apparently in retaliation for an attack on some 
Widgee stock by other Aborigines. After the raid at Manumbar, several 
bodies had been left to rot in close proximity to the station homes-
tead. Despite being challenged by the Mortimers immediately after the 
attack, two other Aborigines who frequently worked on Manumbar were 
wounded by the same party on Yabber station two days afterwards. These 
Aborigines were part of a larger group engaged in a bunya feast. This 
seemed to be a classic case of mistaken identity, as the Aborigines who 
were killed or injured had not been to Widgee. 37 The Mortimers 
retaliated by putting a highly critical and accusing advertisement in 
the Moreton Bay Courier, in which it was alleged that the police were 
careless hunters of Aboriginal "game". 3 8 By this time the final stage 
of black-white relations was fast approaching. The Aborigines were very 
much subservient to their white victors and dependent on station owners 
such as the Mortimers for protection. Every station had a number of 
Aboriginal families who regarded it specifically as their home. 39 
The Widgee management seemed undeterred later the same year when 
a second incident occurred at neighbouring Manumbar. This was as a 
result of attempts made by the superintendent of Widgee, W. C. Giles, 
to employ Aborigines from Manumbar to work on Widgee, where they had 
been displeased with their treatment in the past. Once again John 
Mortimer wrote in defence of the much maligned Aborigines. Mortimer 
claimed Giles and his two Aboriginal employees, one of whom was named 
James Elliott, were heavily armed and obviously intended, if necessary, 
to force the Aborigines into labour. Not surprisingly, the men from 
Widgee experienced difficulties in securing labour. Several Manumbar 
Aborigines disappeared rather than be confronted by Giles and his 
36. Commandant N.P., Wide Bay to Col. Sec, Qld, Document No. 
60/1611, filed with 60/1750, C0L/A7, QSA. 
37. J. and A. Mortimer, Manumbar to the Colonial Secretary, 
Brisbane, 3 April 1861, Document No. 61/908, C0L/A14, QSA. 
38. Gympie Times. 25 March 1911. 
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party. Clearly annoyed at these evasive tactics, Giles left his two 
companions to conscript the workers while he returned to Widgee. The 
Widgee men found several Aborigines who had frequently assisted at 
Widgee and made camp nearby. Just after sun down on 1 October a fight 
broke out amongst the Aborigines when the two Widgee men were attacked 
by the other group. Elliott, who had conducted the Native Mounted 
Police to the Aboriginal camp at the time of the outrage in the 
previous February, was killed. Mortimer had no doubt that this was 
retaliation for the earlier killings. 40 
Police Lieutenant John Murray, who investigated the murder, 
reported his summation of the incident : 
My impressions derived from sources which though not legal 
justified only by my knowledge of the individual natives who 
I had intercourse with are that sullen severity had on 
several occasions been shown to the natives on the station of 
Widgee which made them adverse to remaining there, and as a 
consequence they avoid it and when required for labor have to 
be coerced. It was while occupied on a raid of this nature 
that J. Elliot and his mate, though armed to the teeth were 
assaulted and the former killed. 4i 
Giles claimed he was justified in arming James Elliott as he was well 
educated, baptised as a Christian and was treated as a white man. He 
had been under a labour agreement with Giles for nearly four years and 
performed the duties of head stockman, living in a hut and receiving 
wages and rations. 4 2 Apparently Elliott had frequently boasted about 
killing the father of a native, Jerry, during the first Manumbar 
incident in February. Elliott had also fired upon a group of natives on 
the evening of his death. Jerry, who was in this group, and some of the 
other natives had returned during the night to attack the camp, thus 
causing Elliott's death. His death was clearly in retaliation for his 
firing on the blacks earlier in the evening, and in revenge for his 
alleged part in the death of Jerry's father. 43 The investigation 
discovered that James Elliott and his companion, Sammy, had been 
40. John Mortimer, Manumbar to Col. Sec, Qld, 7 October 1861, 
Document No. 61/3059, COL/A23, QSA. 
41. Lt. J. Murray, Native Mounted Police barracks. Coopers Plains, 
Report to the Col. Sec, Qld, Document No. 61/3059, 5 
November 1861, COL/A23, QSA. 
42. w. C. Giles, Widgee Widgee to A. W. Manning Esq, 16 November 
1861, Document No. 61/3059, COL/A23, QSA. 
43. Police Magistrate, Maryborough, to Col. Sec, Qld, 30 November 
1861, Document No. 61/3059, pp. 1-4, COL/A23, QSA. 
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dressed up like Native Police : in blue shirts, turned up with red; and 
blue caps with red bands. When Murray investigated the murder, he 
forbade Giles to allow Sammy to dress in such clothes when he was 
preparing to accompany them to Manumbar. Sammy had afterwards been seen 
in Maryborough in the same clothing. Murray reported that he had seen a 
number of such suits of clothes hanging in the store at Widgee. The 
Police Magistrate who reported the findings concluded : 
It is evident that a system of forced labour coercion ... has 
been practiced on this station of Widgee and gross injustice 
committed on the Blacks, which is fatal to the peace of the 
district and will doubtless lead to acts of retaliation on 
defenceless unoffending individuals. 44 
Clearly Giles allowed his black employees to disguise themselves as 
police so that any indiscretions on their part would be attributed to 
the authorities. 4 5 it is possible that the murders of February 1861 
were perpetrated by the employees of Widgee in disguise. Giles and his 
men were evidently disposed to conduct scattered reprisals, as they 
deemed necessary, without official sanction. 
The non-admissibility of evidence from Aborigines, as well as the 
difficulty of obtaining qualified interpreters, helped protract the 
abuses which were patent to the neighbourhood of Widgee, It was found 
that some time previously, when he was working at Widgee, Jerry had 
been tied to a tree and severely bashed as a punishment for some 
groundless complaint. So bad was his beating that he had to be cared 
for by Giles' wife for several weeks before he could leave Widgee.4^ 
The report also stated : 
Such severities do not appear to be required at the adjoin-
ing station of Messrs. Mortimer, either to procure the 
assistance of the Blacks or to restrain their aggressions, 
and the continued exercise of such cruelty and aggression by 
individuals unauthorized and irresponsible on an inferior and 
uncivilized race, can only eventuate in producing a brutal 
and indiscrimating revenge - to which the innocent ... will 
most probably fall the first victims. 47 
The difference between the treatment of Aborigines at Widgee and 
that at Manumbar is a classic example of the different attitudes 
towards the native races throughout Australia. Two extremes were 
evidenced by the neighbouring holdings of Manumbar and Widgee Widgee. 
44. Ibid, p. 4. 
45. Ibid, pp. 6-7. 
46. Ibid, pp. 5-6. 
47. Ibid, pp. 6-7. 
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Whereas the natives were usually discouraged or hunted away from Widgee 
Widgee in the 1850s and 1860s, at Manumbar the Mortimers encouraged 
their presence and cared for them. Significantly, there are no recorded 
Aboriginal depredations against the Manumbar management. 48 
It is significant to note how the shortage of labour in Queensl-
and at this time was affecting Widgee station. The management was 
compelled to go to the extent of collecting Aboriginal labourers to 
work virtually as slaves. In the absence of other forms of labour, 
stations such as Widgee and Manumbar were compelled to utilize Aborigi-
nes in their workforce. 49 The chronic shortage of labour which plagued 
Queensland's development, both before and after separation, caused 
serious problems for the pastoral industry, especially in localities 
where Aboriginal attacks were most prevalent. 5 0 Despite the earlier 
need to enforce Aboriginal labour, later in the 1860s some Aborigines 
were employed successfully as stockmen on Widgee Widgee, 5i as was the 
case for many other stations. 
Aborigines were particularly useful during shearing time on the 
stations. Some natives remained masters of stealth in their new situa-
tions. One common method of securing free mutton could be carried out 
while the natives were washing sheep in selected water holes of the 
creeks near the wool sheds. A trained native could clasp a sheep's leg 
between his toes, drag it under the water, and drown it. Eventually, 
the carcass could be recovered and devoured. 5 2 
Isolated incidents of racial conflict continued well into the 
1860s. Such outbreaks of violence were attributed to the absence of 
police in the district. 5 3 Later into the 1860s one of Widgee Widgee's 
managers, John Charles Knaggs, had several attempts made on his life. 
Once on the Brooyar part of the run, he narrowly escaped a horrible 
death when several spears were thrown at him. These barely missed him 
48. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, p. 263. 
49. c. D. Rowley, The destruction of Aboriginal society. Penguin 
Books, Middlesex, 1970, pp. 19-20. 
50. M. Kleinschmidt, "Government and immigration, 1859-1866", 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland journal. Vol. 4, No. 5, 
December 1952, p. 723. 
51. J. and A. Mortimer, Manumbar to the Col. Sec, Qld, 3 April 
1861, Document No. 61/908, C0L/A14, QSA. 
52. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, p. 262. 
53. w. C. Giles, Widgee Widgee to the Col. Sec, Qld, 3 March 
1862, Document No. 62/820, COL/A26, QSA. 
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and embedded themselves in the walls of a hut. ^^  In the kitchen of the 
main Widgee homestead there was a series of holes in the wooden slabs, 
through which guns could be aimed at menacing Aborigines. 55 Depreda-
tions and Aboriginal aggression were met with dispersal and extermina-
tion. Dispersal of menacing Aborigines was actually a system of 
striking terror by massacre and scattering. 56 claims for Aboriginal 
tenure of the land were not recognized by the Europeans in the apparent 
absence of any clearly defined native social system or recognizable 
culture. The Aboriginal practice of nomadism indicated to white 
settlers, in ignorance of tribal culture, that one locality was as good 
as another for Aborigines. Thus came white justification for the 
relocation of Aborigines as white settlement progressed. 7^ The 
parochialism of the Kabi Kabi is indicated by their tendency to remain 
attached to the stations which were established on their traditional 
lands. Since their customs were based on the notion of sharing, 
originally the Aborigines failed to understand why they should not use 
the stock brought in by the Europeans. 5 8 when this was done with the 
white man's possessions and stock, retribution on the part of the 
whites was quick and severe. Counter-attacks by Aborigines commonly 
resulted in indiscriminate reprisal massacres perpetrated by the 
run-holders or the Native Police. 59 ^t times the Aborigines killed or 
drove off large numbers of stock in the hope that this would frighten 
the settlers from the district. 60 The periodic presence of the Native 
Police proved insufficient to ensure peace, 6i especially since both 
blacks and whites were literally fighting for their lives, and in most 
cases each was determined to drive the other away or destroy them. In 
some cases the presence of the Native Police in localities was followed 
by Aboriginal outrages, presumably provoked by the troopers. 6 2 The 
ill-treatment of Aboriginal women by whites and by black troopers also 
provoked Aboriginal attacks. 6 3 
54. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, p. 260. 
55. M. I. Cecil, Mrs, Interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
56. R. L. Evans, "Queensland's first Aboriginal reserve", part 1, 
p. 27. 
57. c. D. Rowley, Destruction of Aboriginal society, pp. 15-16. 
58. w. R. Johnston, Call of the land, p. 39. 
59. L. E. Skinner, Police of the pastoral frontier, p. 4. 
60. Ibid, p. 24. 
61. Ibid, p. 59. 
62. Ibid, p. 79. 
63. w. R. Johnston, Call of the land, pp. 39-40. 
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Those scattered remnants of the original tribe, who had not 
perished in physical clashes with the whites, had to contend with 
malnutrition after the loss of their traditional sources of food, the 
white man's diseases and the destructive evils of alcohol. 64 The 
frontier of white settlement and conflict, with its inevitable conse-
quences, soon moved on leaving the Europeans very secure in their 
newly-won environment. 65 
When Andrew Petrie made the first organized exploration into the 
resources of Wide Bay in 1842, the locality was beyond the frontiers of 
white civilization. The only European influence had been from the "wild 
white men" and survivors of shipwrecks, such as the "Stirling Castle". 
Ultimately the "taming" of this wild frontier was no easy task. The 
failure of Eales' station and the problems faced by other run holders, 
timber-getters and prospectors from menacing Aborigines, a hostile 
environment, and difficulties in transport and communications were 
considerable. But the determined assault by Europeans proved irresis-
tible and eventually the district seemed tamed. The native population 
was exterminated, removed or put to use with some knowledge of the 
white man's ways. Not all the problems were at an end. The European 
solution to how the land could be best used ignored Aboriginal concepts 
of conservation and itinerant land use. As a result the Europeans 
encountered many additional problems such as drought and disease. These 
problems provoked the struggle for the land in the 1860s. 
64. J. G. Nolan, Bundaberg. p. 25. 
65. w. R. Johnston, Call of the land, p. 40. 
CHAPTER THREE 
THE TROUBLED 1860S 
In broad terms, four main phases can be identified in the develop-
ment of pastoral and agricultural land utilization in Queensland from 
1842 to 1917. These phases, which relate generally to the contemporary 
land legislation, commenced with the period in which station leases 
were held without challenge. Such was the case during the 1840s, 1850s 
and the early part of the 1860s. The second stage involved the period 
during which the squatters' tenure of the land was challenged by their 
political opponents. This period culminated in the Crown Lands Aliena-
tion Act of 1868, which was an attempt to reduce the squatters' 
political and economic domination of the colony by releasing the land 
from their control. In consequence of this process, and as a result of 
the vital importance of the land resource to Queensland, a political 
struggle ensued amongst many, largely disunited, vested interest groups 
in the colony. Urban factions, which included shopkeepers, professional 
people, town workers and merchants felt it was necessary to make 
certain areas of land available to immigrant, small-time agricul-
turalists. Pastoralists conceded this necessity, at least in principle, 
but sought to retain their control of the vast balance of the available 
land. The necessary compromise was very difficult to achieve, and 
protracted the struggle, up to the time of the implementation of the 
act of 1868. In the third phase, the struggle continued as the various 
groups competed as they sought to gain the advantages from the land 
act. This involved the emergence of the two main factions into two 
fairly well defined political groups, the Liberal-speculators and the 
pastoralists. Their struggle was compounded by the general failure of 
the successful settlement of small-time agriculturalists under the 1868 
act and several subsequent acts. The final phase, from approximately 
1894, the year of the Queensland Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, 
included the eventual successful settlement of suitable agriculturali-
sts, on carefully chosen arable land. Such settlement was carried out 
with a realistic outlook towards the then available markets. In this 
phase also, the larger pastoral interests retreated to the more remote 
areas of the state, where there was no competition with agriculturali-
sts, and more secure tenure of pastoral leases allowed for increased 
improvements and increased intensive use of the land. 
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Throughout these successive periods there were certain key 
factors which determined the ultimate success or failure of land 
legislation and hence promoted efficient or inefficient land utiliza-
tion. Political influences and economic developments were important in 
determining land utilization. The economic changes during the period 
were somewhat dependent on the changeable effects of climate, physical 
surroundings and population numbers and composition. Economically, 
there were two major changes in land usage. One development, from the 
pastoral point of view was the marked increase in the importance of the 
beef industry, which made it not only a dominant primary industry in 
the colony, but also turned Queensland into the major beef producer of 
the Australian states. A second major change was the inevitable 
diversification of agricultural and other farming pursuits with impor-
tant developments in the sugar, grain growing and dairying industries. 
The early stage of land tenure at Widgee has been discussed in 
detail above. Changes in land utilization at Widgee will now be traced 
through the remaining three major phases, with particular reference to 
the key factors identified. This will be related to the life cycle of 
the station, the economic development of the region and the stages of 
community development, as the struggle for the control of the land 
continued. 
The administration of Crown lands was one of the most serious 
problems to be considered by the Queensland Government in 1860. An 
appropriate policy and administering department were urgently required.i 
The problem was to put the land to the best use at the most appropriate 
times. Many members of parliament were certain that Queensland's 
potential would soon lend itself to more productive industries than 
producing wool and tallow. It was totally unreasonable to allow 
squatters to retain complete domination of the land, but it was 
becoming a difficult task to wrench this control from them. 2 
Attempts to solve the land problem were complicated by the 
different factions within the two houses of the Queensland Parliament, 
in which the two main groups took opposing sides to the land question. 
The squatters sought to implement a land policy which favoured pas-
1. B. Kingston, "The origins of Queensland's 'comprehensive' land 
policy", Queensland heritage. Vol. 1, No. 2, May 1965, p. 3. 
2. Ibid, p. 6. 
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toralism 3 and so retain,at low rents, their large areas of land for 
grazing. Urban factions wanted a rapid increase in population on small 
farming areas, where it could serve as a boost to their businesses4 
and produce foodstuffs for town consumption. 5 Idealistically, the 
Liberals saw themselves fighting to maintain the dignity and importance 
of the common man against the pastoralists' attempts to create a new 
aristocracy. 6 Pastoralists maintained an economic approach that the 
land should be utilized in a way for which, it appeared best suited. The 
Liberal view, sometimes called a political (not a practical) inter-
pretation, was held in disregard of economic practicalities. It recog-
nized the effects of land and settlement policies on the structure of 
society and chose to create a land system that would develop what its 
proponents thought would be a desirable society. 7 Their policy was 
politically directed at removing power from the squatters. 8 
Because the pastoral industry was the only foreseeable income 
producer for the impoverished government, land legislation in the early 
1860s favoured these interests. 9 Between 1863 and 1872 the pas-
toralists gradually increased their control of the parliament until 
they dominated 30 out of the 42 electorates. lo The interests of 
pastoralists continued to be considered as being most important. 
At the time of separation, the owners of properties such as 
Widgee, where the fourteen year crown leases were soon to expire, were 
intent on securing rights for lease renewals and rights of pre-emption. 
The government of the newly independent colony of Queensland extended, 
by five years, the New South Wales pastoral leases which were about to 
expire. This gave the inexperienced government more time to consider 
future possible land sales. n The Widgee leases which were due to 
G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy in 
Queensland, 1868-1894", Pacific historical review. Vol. 37, 
1968, p. 248. 
I. Pedley, Winds of change, Widgee Shire Council, Gympie, 
1979, p. 25. 
W. R. Johnston, Call of the land, p. 51. 
6. A. A. Morrison, "Colonial society, 1860-1890, (Queensland)", 
Queensland heritage. Vol. 1, No. 5, November 1966, p. 24. 
7. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy in 
Queensland", pp. 247-248. 
8. Ibid, p. 250. 
9. G. Shaw, "Flitched from us...; The loss of universal manhood 
suffrage in Queensland, 1859-1863", Queensland journal of 
politics and history. Vol. 26, No. 3, 1980, p. 372-374. 
10. Ibid, p. 384. 
11. B. Kingston, "Queensland's comprehensive land policy", p. 6. 
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expire in 1865, were likewise extended for five years. 12 In 1862 
Robert Tooth expressed concern at the possibility of losing the right 
for pre-emption of land which had been improved at significant expense 
whilst under lease. 13 fjo doubt he was concerned about both his Darling 
Downs and Wide Bay properties. In April 1866, concerned for what it saw 
as the squatters* just demand for security of tenure, the Legislative 
Council debated a proposal that both houses of Parliament should 
approve the need for resumptions on runs and the extent of adequate 
compensation for the lessees. These suggestions were then conveyed to 
the Legislative Assembly where the consideration of the extent to which 
the squatters should receive beneficial treatment became and remained a 
central issue in debates on land legislation. 14 The concession of 
rights for pre-emptive purchases effectively validated the future of 
pastoral pursuits in areas also suitable for agriculture. 
Despite the fact that the 1860s commenced with great promise for 
Widgee station, the rapid expansion of the 1840s and 1850s was followed 
by a depression in the middle of the decade. Although tamed to some 
extent, the environment was still not fully understood, especially in 
relation to the climate and the nature of the stock which was being 
introduced. Strong foundations had, however, been laid and overall, 
progress was certain to continue. The first decade as a Queensland 
pastoral enterprise was to pose problems very different in nature from 
the conflicts with the Aborigines, the difficulties in transport and 
communications and the uncertain markets that had beset stations on the 
pioneering northern frontier of New South Wales in the 1850s. Widgee 
station, which before 1860 had been an isolated outlying settlement 
where the controls of officialdom were quite superficial, was now part 
of the hinterland of the growing seaport of Maryborough, subject to 
definite control from the new centre of officialdom. Squatters had 
moved from a position of doubtful legality to one of social pre-emine-
nce and respectability. This was chiefly because of the large numbers 
of people who were occupationally dependent on the squatters and the 
economic importance of pastoral development. 15 
By the 1860s there was considerable contact between Widgee and 
12. Register of runs. Wide Bay and Burnett districts, ff. 4, 5, 6, 
11, 12 and 13, CL0/N12. See Appendix 3. 
13. Robert Tooth, to The Hon. A. McAlister (sic), 27 October 1862, 
Document No. 62/1112, LW0/A3, QSA. 
1'*. Queensland parliamentary debates, 1866, Vol. 3, pp. 89-92. 
15. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 208. 
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Maryborough, from where the closest outside or vertical influences on 
the community, such as police and court services, were available. In 
February 1861, for example, a police constable rode from Maryborough to 
Widgee to deliver a summons to a station employee Joseph Davis. 16 The 
result of the summons duty was a Supreme Court case at Maryborough on 
23 March 1861. In January Davis had stolen a bank cheque, which was the 
property of August Euler, another Widgee employee. The accused was 
found guilty and sentenced to six months hard labour in Brisbane gaol.17 
Social contact was also developing. For instance, in 1861, W. C. Giles, 
superintendent of Widgee, won two out of three races in one of the 
first recorded race meetings in Maryborough. 18 
Early in the period of tenure of Robert Tooth at Widgee Widgee, 
probably in 1857, a change-over from cattle was effected. At this time 
the grazing capabilities of the combined Widgee runs, then comprising 
an estimated 127 000 acres, were assessed at 18 000 sheep, together 
with 3 640 cattle. 19 It is likely, therefore, that this was the time 
when sheep were introduced to the station. At this time sheep rearing 
appeared to be a more profitable investment. The rapid development of 
Maryborough as a wool exporting port made it easier to transport wool 
to markets and was certainly a key factor in this change. In 1861 J. D. 
Lang stated that Maryborough, with a population of 800, was the 
principal town in the Wide Bay district. He claimed that steamers 
regularly journeyed between Maryborough and Sydney. Lang reported 
favourably on Wide Bay and the western hinterland as promising in 
pastoral and very diverse agricultural potential. 20 in 1861 the price 
for wool in New South Wales averaged 26d per pound, compared with 13d 
in 1851 and 15d in 1841. The demand for wool in England between 1860 
and 1865 was maintained due to the fact that supplies of cotton from 
the U.S.A. were cut as a result of the American Civil War. Markets for 
colonial beef and mutton also increased,due to the demand for food from 
16. Duty Return of the Wide Bay Constabulary Force for the month 
of February 1861, Document No. 61/752, C0L/A14, QSA. 
17. Supreme Court, Maryborough, 23 March 1861, The Queen v Davis, 
No. 6, OCT 3B/N1, QSA. 
18. Maryborough Chronicle, 30 May 1861. 
19. Register of runs, CCL, Wide Bay and Burnett districts, ff. 
399, 401, 403, 405, 407, 409, 411 and 413, CCL 3/5, QSA. See 
Chapter 1, p. 18. 
20. J. D. Lang, Queensland, Australia, Edward Stanford, London, 
1861, pp. 114-117. 
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the increased population drawn by the southern gold rushes 21 and the 
demand for stock in the expanding pastoral districts in the north.2^ 
The demand for and higher prices of produce, together with lower costs 
of production, all contributed to a revival of the pastoral industry. 
These produced what is often considered the greatest period of pastoral 
expansion in Australia's history. Dry seasons in the early 1860s 
favoured pastoral pursuits rather than agriculture. The search for 
pastoral land focussed largely on Queensland, rather than the generally 
more closely settled areas of New South Wales and Victoria. 2 3 
Intent on capitalizing on the boom, in 1862, Robert, Edwin and 
Frederick Tooth decided to sell some of their Queensland holdings. J. 
C. White, who was their manager on Jondaryan, agreed to purchase Widgee 
and Colan, together with their stock. 24 ^t this time Jondaryan was 
also sold to William Kent and Edward Wienholt for £108 000. 25 Robert 
Tooth retained leases of numerous runs in Western Queensland. 2 6 ^ s 
well as Widgee and Colan, in August 1863, White was granted a licence 
to occupy the Carrington run, which adjoined Widgee Widgee to the east. 
This run comprised 30 square miles of available country with a further 
30 square miles of unavailable country, at the rate of £15 per 
annum. 27 white was also interested in acquiring further land on the 
Burnett River 28 ^nd along Pie Creek, south-east of Widgee. 29 Ap-
parently White had experience in pastoral land management even before 
he became manager of Jondaryan in 1858. During the time when he was 
manager of Jondaryan, White had also supervised three other properties 
21. D. S. Macmillan, "The Scottish Australian Company and pastoral 
development in Queensland, 1860-1890", Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland. Vol. 6, No. 2, 1960/61, pp. 457-458. 
22. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 201. 
23. D. S. Macmillan, "Scottish Australian Company", pp. 457-458. 
24. J. c. White, to the Honourable A. Macalister, 31 March 1863, 
Document No. 63/757, LW0/A5, QSA. See Appendix 4. 
25. The sale was concluded in February 1863 : J. A. Walker, 
Jondaryan station, pp. 130-131. 
26. Register of Pastoral Leases, 1862-1902, LAN/061, QSA. General 
observations. 
27. Register of runs. Wide Bay and Burnett districts, f. 60, 
CL0/N12, QSA. 
28. J. c. White, to the Minister for Lands, 1 July 1862, Document 
No. 62/414, LW0/A2, QSA. 
29. Register of tenders received for the leasing of runs. Wide 
Bay and Burnett districts. Tender No. 1, 8 January 1863, f. 
44, CCL 3/4, QSA. 
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for the Tooths : Goomburra, Callandoon and Pikedale. 30 
J. C. White was financed in his pastoral venture by Robert Tooth, 
to whom he was in debt for the amount of £30 000. As well as this. 
Tooth had advanced him £2 000, presumably to cover purchases of 
improved stock. The transfer included 10 000 head of cattle and 400 
head of horses, all the stock then on Widgee and Colan. 3i in response 
to improved cattle prices and the realization that the climate was 
better suited to cattle rearing, it is believed that White reintroduced 
cattle to Widgee. 32 At this time sheep flocks were decimated by 
diseases such as foot rot, catarrh and scab, so there was a widespread 
tendency for stations to change to cattle rearing. 33 in 1862 mixed 
cattle from the Downs were bringing 39/- a head as stock for developing 
areas of Queensland. 34 white's interest in cattle was clearly evident 
in his proposal of October 1862 in which he suggested the establishment 
of a Cape York Company to set up stations for rearing cattle to supply 
government establishments with beef, as well as breeding horses for the 
Indian market. 3 5 
The change back to cattle was not achieved without problems. 
White's cattle developed the dreaded pleuro-pneumonia and were wiped 
out. White left Widgee on 5 September 1863, after living there little 
over nine months. 36 in February 1863, soon after concluding the 
purchase in Sydney, White wrote that upon his return to the station he 
had : 
...found a disposition existed to take advantage of details 
materially affecting the probable success of the undertaking. 
So I have decided to put up with the first loss and have 
nothing further to do with them - I am now winding up 
affairs. 37 
The "disposition" was most likely the curse of pleuro-pneumonia. White 
decided to request a position in the government service from his friend 
30. R. H. Pocock, "James Charles White, 1809-1894", Descent, 
Vol. 5, Part 2, 1971, pp. 49-51. 
31. J. C. White to Robert Tooth, Supreme Court, Memorials of Stock 
Mortgages and Bills of Sale, No. 270, Book 2, 19 February 
1863, SCT/CD3, QSA. 
32. S. Woodrow, Mrs, to J. D. Dale, 30 July 1975, DPC. 
33. Daily Mail, 27 November 1925. 
34. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 108-109. 
35. MC, 30 October 1862. 
36. S. Woodrow, Mrs, to J. Dale, 30 July 1975, DPC. 
37. J. C. White, to the Honourable A. Macalister, 31 March 1863, 
Document No. 63/757, LW0/A5, QSA. 
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Hon. Arthur Macalister. Commenting further on the difficulties of 
pastoral life. White wrote : 
I am quite sick of the privations and exposure of a Bush life 
and wish for something quiet wherewith to end ray days. 38 
The problem of pleuro-pneumonia was recognized by the Queensland 
Government in 1864 with the establishment of the Select Committee on 
pleuro-pneumonia. Prohibiting the introduction of horned cattle from 
neighbouring colonies was seen as one means of preventing the spread of 
the disease. The destruction of horned cattle, other than those 
actually infected, was found to be ineffective. Cattle bearing evidence 
of the disease were utterly worthless and it was noted that they should 
be destroyed. The Select Committee recommended the formation of 
associations in each district for the suppression of the disease and 
payment of compensation to those who were required to destroy stock.39 
During 1866 the persistence of pleuro-pneumonia prompted further debate 
in the Legislative Assembly on the topic of stock diseases. 40 JJQ j-eal 
solution was found. 
Diseases in stock were persistent problems for graziers through-
out the 1860s. In June 1866 the Legislative Assembly debated the 
possibility of a government sponsored commission to investigate the 
causes of and establish remedies for diseases in stock. The use of 
inoculation was particularly mentioned. Considered opinion amongst 
Liberals was, however, that the squatters should fund such investiga-
tions themselves. It was argued that they were best qualified to make 
such investigations, especially since they would be the main benefic-
iaries. 4 1 stock on Manumbar were also stricken with disease, in 
September 1868. In that month there was a serious outbreak of catarrh 
amongst the sheep. 4 2 other areas of Queensland also had their proble-
ms. Settlements in the Gulf Country, for instance, were plagued by 
climatic difficulties such as destructive monsoonal rains and the 
effect on humans of the notorious Gulf Fever. 43 
38. Ibid. 
39. "Report of the Select Committee on pleuro-pneumonia", 
Queensland votes and proceedings. 1864, p. 1071. 
40. QPD, 1866, Vol. 3, pp. 416-419. 
41. Ibid, pp. 424-425. 
42. P. R. Gordon, Chief Inspector of sheep to the Minister for 
Lands, 31 May 1869, Document No. 69/4260, LAN/A18, QSA. 
43. D. S. Macmillan, "Scottish Australian Company", pp. 463-464, 
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After the disaster experienced by White, Widgee was handed back 
to Robert Tooth. White lost £5 000 in his brief pastoral venture.44 
Carrington was also taken over by Tooth, in 1864. 4 5 Following the 
problems of 1863, the subsequent year brought a drought in which even 
the drinking water ran short. ^ 6 jn November 1863 Robert Tooth tendered 
for further land on the Burnett River, the run The Promised Land, 
forsaken by White. At the time it was taken up, the capacity of the run 
was estimated at 300 cattle. ^ 7 
On 2 February 1864 Tooth mortgaged his Widgee interests to Robert 
Cran of Ipswich for £12 500. At this time the stock involved totalled 
10 000 head of cattle and 400 horses. These numbers included all the 
livestock of Widgee Widgee and those that were about to be removed 
there from Colan. Also listed in the mortgage schedule was the total 
area of Widgee station, as well as all the goods, chattels, stores, 
supplies, branding irons and other implements. 48 Later the same year 
Cran inserted a public notice in the Maryborough Chronicle cautioning 
people against purchasing property from the Widgee Widgee run or from 
Yengarie, unless the sales were authorized by himself and not Robert 
Tooth. 49 At this time Robert Tooth was in severe financial difficul-
ties, particularly with his Sydney banking interests. 50 Cran Brothers, 
Robert Cran and Co., also operated the Waterview sugarcane plantation 
near Bundaberg, as well as extensive plantations in the Maryborough 
district. 5i 
G. P. Taylor considers that the development of business and 
politics in early Queensland were chiefly concerned with the utiliza-
tion and development of land. After separation the economic development 
of Queensland passed through several well-defined stages. Until the 
late 1860s the colony was little more than a vast sheep run, with some 
pockets of agricultural settlement around the south-east. There was 
44. R. H. Pocock, "James Charles White", p. 51. 
45. Register of runs. Wide Bay and Burnett districts, f. 60, 
CL0/N12, QSA. 
46. 0. Barnes, Mrs, Maryborough, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
47. Register of Tenders Received for the leasing of Runs, Wide Bay 
and Burnett districts. Tender No 11, 1863, f. 57, CCL 3/4, QSA. 
48. Robert Cran to Robert Tooth, Supreme Court Memorials of Stock 
Mortgages and Bills of Sale, 2 February 1864, Book 3, No. 203, 
SCT/CD5, QSA. 
49. MC, 12 May 1864. 
50. Gazette Printing Service, Tooth family, pp. 9-10. 
51. P. Corris, "Pacific Island labour migrants in Queensland", 
Journal of Pacific history. Vol. 5, 1970, pp. 44-46. 
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little demand for borrowed money, as the pastoral industry was or-
ganised on leased land and required capital only for the purchase of 
stock. Most of the pastoral and agricultural ventures were conducted by 
individuals or partnerships who were financed by personal loans. These 
came from bank overdrafts or loans from banks, private financiers or 
mortgage companies in Sydney or Melbourne and were raised by means ot 
liens on wool and stock. 52 This was the means of financing from Robert 
Cran. 
Soon after he departed the Downs for Widgee, White supervised the 
construction of the Yengarie boiling-down works, near Maryborough. It 
is likely that he accepted this position from Robert Tooth as an 
interim measure until his acquisition of the Wide Bay Burnett proper-
ties were finalized. Possibly White's supervision at the works con-
tinued after the acquisition of his properties. The boiling down works 
was to prove a valuable point of disposal for surplus stock for Widgee 
station and the entire district. Yengarie later came under the control 
of Tooth and Cran, who enlarged the works to produce meat extract for 
export. 5 3 
Writing from Widgee Widgee on 20 October 1862, White announced 
that Yengarie was scheduled to open on 1 March 1863. He claimed that 
the establishment was capable of boiling down from 80 to 100 head of 
cattle each day, with terms set at 8/- per head of cattle, including 
salting the hide. The works were also capable of boiling down sheep. 
Casks of the best quality were available to stock owners at £3 per ton. 
At this time 3 000 sheep from a station near Maryborough were sold as 
stock for northern stations at a profitable 9/- per head. Yengarie was 
not the only boiling down works serving the Wide Bay district. Wood-
lands boiling establishment started functioning about 1852 and dealt 
with cattle at a competitive 9/- a head and sheep at 9d per head. The 
products of Woodlands and Yengarie were shipped free of charge to 
markets. Those of Woodlands had an excellent reputation in London.54 
In June 1862 a mob of Widgee bullocks produced an average of 240 pounds 
of tallow each at Yengarie. This was claimed to be one of the greatest 
yields of the season. 55 
52. G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics", p. 75. 
53. N. E. Buettel, Maryborough, p. 171. 
54. MC, 1 January 1863. 
55. MC, 3 July 1862. 
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In February 1866 Tooth and Cran started a new system at Yengarie. 
Cran's backing was most valuable in effecting these alterations. This 
increased the value of cattle beyond that of hides, horns, hoofs and 
tallow. The process, based on techniques used in Europe, reduced 
muscular tissue to essence of beef. It made the muscular parts of 
bullocks more valuable than all the rest of the animal put together.56 
By March 1867 the extract was available in canned form from Tooth and 
Cran's Maryborough agents, Graham and Co. 5 7 
Apparently Robert Cran's financial input into the company was 
also necessary to assist with the successful change-over to cattle at 
Widgee Widgee, especially after the disaster experienced by White. It 
also provided a stimulus for the introduction of new, imported horse 
stock to Widgee Widgee, so as to improve the quality of horse flesh on 
the station. A horse trainer, Thomas Mullaly, was appointed and it is 
probable that at this stage construction commenced on the extensive 
station horse-yards. 58 Before Robert Tooth sold his interests on the 
Darling Downs, cattle and horses run on Widgee were commonly driven 
overland from the Downs. 5 9 
There was also a considerable movement of personnel between the 
Darling Downs and Wide Bay. In particular, it is significant to note 
that a number of the employees worked on other properties held by the 
Tooths, especially on the Downs. This was the case for Mullaly, who 
took charge of the horse section at Widgee station in May 1864, having 
ridden much of the distance from Brisbane to Widgee with bloodstock.60 
Tom Mullaly had been born in Sydney in 1842. 6i He was an experienced 
jockey and horse trainer in Sydney when J. C. White employed him at 
Jondaryan as stud master, handler, trainer and rider, under a five year 
contract. Mullaly was allocated a very fine salary of £6 per week, 
house and food provided. It was under similar conditions that he was 
employed at Widgee Widgee. 62 
56. MC, 19 September 1866. 
57. MC, 20 March 1867. 
58. J. Mullaly, Memories of the past, typescript, February 1967. 
59. MC, 1 January 1862. The fact that cattle and horses came to 
Widgee from the Downs is mentioned in an advertisement 
inserted by D. M. and G. H. Jones of Boonara, offering a 
reward for the apprehension of an absconded servant. 
60. J. Mullaly, Memories of the past. 
61. Thomas Mullaly, Birth certificate, born 8 June 1842, Sydney, 
NSW. Certificate held by Cyril Mullaly, grandson, Gympie. 
62. J. Mullaly, Memories of the past. 
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In 1864, Mullaly, then a resident at Widgee, married Mary Cassidy 
in St. Mark's Church of England, Warwick. 63 Mary Cassidy had been born 
in Ireland, also in 1842. 6^  Her father worked on Jondaryan station,65 
where she met Mullaly. Several members of the Mullaly family were born 
at Widgee and were amongst the first white children born in the Gympie 
district. These included Helen, born in 1865, Thomas, born in 1866, 
Charles, born in 1868, and Dave born in 1869. 66 Mary Mullaly was for 
some years the only white woman on the station, where she worked as 
cook with three Aboriginal women. 67 
These were difficult times for women. On one occasion at Widgee 
Mary Mullaly was on her own, except for her two small children. Tom 
Mullaly had left early in the morning to attend to business in Marybor-
ough. While she was trying to separate the house cow from its calf, 
Mary Mullaly was badly horned in her side. Realizing she would have to 
act herself, she sewed up the wound, shut the children in a room, and 
went to bed. Tom Mullaly returned at the end of the day. His wife did 
not consider any special medical attention necessary, such facilities 
being virtually unobtainable. She was fortunate to make a good recove-
ry, 68 as j^gj. total span of years, 77 years and 9 months indicates.69 
Also at Widgee, Mary Mullaly sustained a kick in the face from a horse 
which she was attempting to stop from jibbing. The injury left a scar 
on this indomitable woman's face but caused no other ill effects. 70 
When a draft of blood horses had been properly broken-in, Tom 
Mullaly, with the assistance of two jackaroos, would drive the horses 
from Widgee, through what is now Gympie and across Nash's Gully, where 
James Nash later discovered gold. The horses were then taken on 
overland to Brisbane, where they were placed on a ship and transported 
to Sydney. There they could be sold for lucrative prices. Mary Mullaly 
recounted that during the period when they lived at Widgee Widgee she 
frequently saw 8 000 head of mixed cattle yarded at the Widgee home 
63. Thomas Mullaly and Mary Cassidy, Marriage certificate, 2 
September 1864, Warwick. Certificate held by Cryil Mullaly, 
grandson, Gymp i e. 
64. C. Mullaly, Gympie, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
65. M. Mullaly, Mrs, Notes written by Mary Mullaly. Held by Cyril 
Mullaly, grandson, Gympie. 
66. J. Mullaly, Memories of the past. 
67. D. Sheppard, Mrs, to J. D. Dale, 12 August, 1975, DPC. 
68. J. Mullaly, Memories of the past. 
69. C. Mullaly, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
70. 0. Barnes, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
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paddock, all stock branded, ear marked and long tailed. At this stage 
cattle were firmly established on Widgee. 7i 
Tom Mullaly's employment was an indication that conscious efforts 
were being made to improve the quality of horseflesh on the station. To 
facilitate this, some new and high-quality stock was introduced. These 
included the imported coaching stallion Fireaway and the imported 
Suffolk punch draught horse Challenger. Although Cran promoted exten-
sive changes in the management of Widgee, the improvement in station 
horse stock was begun before his involvement with the property. 
Challenger was at Widgee as early as 1861. 7 2 pireaway was also stabled 
on Jondaryan for a period of time before its sale to Kent and Wienholt. 
73 
Labour problems in Queensland persisted from the earliest times 
of pastoral settlement. The introduction of free labour was slow, 
despite the efforts of such advocates as Dr J. D. Lang. 74 Although 
squatters were offering £50-60 per year, plus rations for experienced 
stockmen, few immigrants were induced to find employment on the 
stations. 7 5 Early government immigration schemes were the impetus for 
much immigration during the 1860s. 7 6 Although the services of Aborigi-
nes remained cheap, they did not have the stamina of the Melanesians 
and were regarded as being unreliable. 7 7 Convinced that Aborigines 
were not a viable source of labour. Downs squatters imported Chinese as 
labourers. 7 8 Melanesian labour was seen as essential in the absence of 
white labour and the viewed unsuitability of Aboriginal labour. 79 Even 
though Melanesians were mostly employed on sugar plantations, sig-
nificant numbers were employed on stations where they were offered 
higher wages. Jan Walker notes that the Dalby district was the eighth 
71. J. Mullaly, Memories of the past. 
72. MC, 29 August 1861. 
73. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 189-190. 
74. A. A. Jordan, "Dr Lang - emigration supporter". Journal of the 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland. Vol. 6, No. 1, 
September 1959, pp. 240-241. 
75. A. A. Morrison,"Colonial society", p. 25. 
76. A. A. Morrison, "Religion and politics in Queensland, (to 
1881)", Royal Historical Society of Queensland journal. Vol. 
4, No. 4, December 1961, pp. 458-459. 
77. R. L. Evans, "Queensland's first Aboriginal reserve". Part 2, 
the failure of reform", Queensland heritage. Vol. 2, No. 5, 
November 1971, pp. 5-6. 
78. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 171-172. 
79. K. Saunders, "Melanesian women in Queensland, 1863-1907", 
Pacific studies. Vol. 4, No. 1, 1980, p. 26. 
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largest employer of this type of labour in Queensland. 80 This source 
of labour, which had been steadily growing since the early 1860s, was 
utilized during a period of rapid pastoral expansion and increasing 
need for labour in the far-flung pastoral areas in the late 1860s and 
early 1870s. 8i Melanesians were employed on Robert Cran's Bundaberg 
and Maryborough plantations and Widgee station. By 1884, however, 
government regulations prohibited their employment outside of tropical 
or sub-tropical agriculture. 82 Time expired men, a further source of 
labour, sometimes remained in the colony and gained employment outside 
the officially stipulated areas. 83 
Labour problems also persisted at Widgee station. Over the years. 
Aboriginal, European, Chinese and Melanesian workers were employed. 
Aborigines were coerced as a last resort, such as in the forced labour 
incident considered in the previous chapter. The concern for labour was 
so great that Widgee station, probably in the 1860s, employed a man to 
meet the immigrant ships in Maryborough to ensure workers were taken to 
Widgee. 84 it is evident that the station gained numerous immigrant 
employees. Some of these were indentured by agents in Maryborough or 
Brisbane. This was probably the system by which a prospective Widgee 
employee, Robert Roche, was brought to Maryborough in 1862. Roche, 
however, was stranded in the port when, for some reason, he refused to 
proceed to Widgee with the station's drays. After Roche made a legal 
claim against the station for a breach of the Masters and Servants Act, 
his agreement was cancelled and the station was instructed to assume 
the responsibility for his expenses during his stay in Maryborough and 
the cost of his return to Brisbane. 85 
The electoral rolls for Wide Bay district list the following 
electors and residents at Widgee Widgee : 
Ballangher, Michael, household qualification, 1864-1875 
Betts, John, household qualification, 1864-1871 
Cahill, Daniel, household qualification, 1864-1865 
Daly, John, household qualification, 1864-1867 
Dumoulin, Ernest, salary qualification, 1864-1867 
Ferris, Henry, household qualification, 1864-1865 
Giles, William Causebrook, salary qualification, 1864-1865 
80. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 172-173. 
81. W. R. Johnston, "The labour trade to Queensland", The history 
teacher. No. 22, November 1978, pp. 1-3. 
82. p. Corris, "Pacific island labour migrants", p. 45. 
83. Ibid, p. 54. 
M. Leahy, Personal reminiscences, pp. 10-11. 84 
85. MC, 4 December 1862. 
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Graham, Robert, household qualification, 1864-1865 
Hazlett, John, household qualification, 1864-1865 
Hamfray, Francis Sutherland, household qualification, 1864-1867 
Knaggs, John Charles, salary qualification, 1864-1867 
Leeds, Robert, household qualification,1864-1867 
Mahoney, Daniel, household qualification, 1864-1865 
Mulhally (sic), Thomas, household qualification,1864-1865 
Tooth, Frederick, resident in Sydney, crown lease qualification, 
1864-1871 
White, James Charles junr, leasehold qualification,1864-1865 
Winchester, John, household qualification, 1864-1867 
Cran, Robert, Crown lease qualification, 1865-1867 
Tooth, Robert, resident in Sydney, crown lease qualification 
1866-1871. 86 
W. C. Giles remained in the employment of the Tooths for several years. 
Giles, who had been born in the village of Branston, Lincoln, England 
in 1829, was married before he emigrated to Australia, but was later 
divorced when he was living at Widgee. It is doubtful whether his wife 
accompanied him to the colony and it is evident that he remarried 
whilst living at Widgee. 87 Probably Widgee was a refuge for him after 
an unhappy marriage. Unlike the case of Giles, the common characteris-
tic of most workers at Widgee in the first twenty years of European 
settlement was their high degree of transience. Some employees, such as 
Henry Ferris and George Loveday were not recent immigrants when they 
started working at Widgee. Ferris probably emigrated to Queensland in 
1855 and worked in numerous localities up to the time he arrived at 
Widgee. 88 Loveday came to Moreton Bay in 1854 and hired his services 
to W. B. Tooth of Clifton, where he worked for eight or nine years. He 
drove 1 600 head of bullocks from Clifton to Widgee, where he then 
worked with Atticus Tooth. Loveday described the station as being so 
isolated that the men did not know one day of the week from another. 
After staying at Widgee for about twelve months he worked for the 
Native Police before moving to the Dawson. 89 Some employees were no 
doubt newly arrived immigrants such as John Daly, an Irishman who 
emigrated to Brisbane from Liverpool, England in 1862. 90 
86. Electoral rolls of Queensland, Wide Bay Electorate, 1864-
1871, ELE/IB, IF, IH, QSA. 
87. J. Butner, Mrs, to J. D. Dale, 28 December 1988, DPC. 
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It was probably during 1862 or 1863 when John William Betts9i 
started work on Widgee Widgee as a stockman. Betts, formerly a mariner, 
and his brother Thomas Edward Hunt Betts 92 and their wives arrived in 
Brisbane from Deal, Kent, England in 1859. Both families moved to 
Felton station on the Darling Downs. After spending about two years 
there, John Betts moved to work on Jandowae and subsequently Widgee, 
where his daughter Sarah Ann was born in 1863, probably the first white 
child to be born in the district. At that time there was only one other 
white woman on the Widgee runs. Eventually John Betts and his family 
left Widgee, and he took up carrying and working on the Ipswich -
Toowoomba rail link. 9 3 
James John Good Caulfield, another station employee, was born at 
Ryde, near Sydney in 1848, the son of James Caulfield, a Gentleman, and 
Mary Anne Good. James Caulfield junior was educated at Bathurst and 
Orange Schools and at Armidale College. His father had kept the Royal 
Hotel at Bathurst. 94 Despite his prosperous family background, after 
his father's death and mother's second marriage, Caulfield left home at 
an early age and secured employment on one of Robert Tooth's Maranoa 
stations. From there, in 1864, when he was sixteen years of age, he 
travelled to Widgee Widgee with a flock of sheep. This began his long 
association with the district and the station during which he was to be 
a stockman, head stockman and acting manager on the station for a 
period of over forty years. 95 
Young Caulfield established an early reputation as a horseman, 
and the tales of his famous rides are still told with awe. In the 1860s 
when his most famous rides were made, the means of communication with 
the outside world for a station like Widgee Widgee were not far ad-
vanced. This was an indication that the stage of experimentation 
persisted for certain features of station life. Transition to the stage 
of socialization was not yet complete. Before the immediate changes 
brought by the Gympie gold rush in 1867, any rider of Caulfield's 
91. Sarah Ann Betts, (daughter of J. W. Betts) and Frederick 
William Dean, Wedding certificate, St Andrew's Church, Deal, 
Kent, England, 22 November 1882. Certificate held by Lewis 
Dean, son, Gympie. 
92. H. E. Betts, to Public Relations Officer, National Bank of 
Australasia, 13 November 1970, DPC. 
93. GT, obituary Mrs F. W. Dean, 11 October 1922. 
94. Ellen Caulfield, Mrs, wife of J. J. G. Caulfield, Memoirs and 
papers, DPC. 
95. M. I. Cecil, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
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calibre was a key figure in the station's communication system. At 
various times Caulfield rode to Dalby, Maryborough 6^ o^ Toowoomba to 
despatch telegrams. Once, he rode from Widgee to Toowoomba to send an 
important telegram, and returned after so short a time that the station 
manager, Erasmus Winter Jackson, inquired as to what had caused him to 
abandon the trip. Caulfield had, of course, completed his mission.97 
Tom Mullaly was also noted for his long-distance equestrian performan-
ces. He frequently rode a small racing mare from Widgee to Maryborough 
and returned, with his business completed, in less than fifteen hours. 
98 
Jackson was also the cause of Caulfield's most famous ride, which 
has been referred to as Caulfield's "crowning equestrian performance". 
When he was drafting stock in the homestead yards, Jackson was so badly 
gored by a beast that his entrails spilled out in the dust of the 
yards. A German housekeeper from the homestead, assisted by Caulfield, 
picked up and washed the dislodged parts in a dish of salt and water, 
before restoring them to what seemed to be the correct positions. 
Jackson, who was semi-conscious, then had his wound sewn up with a 
sterilized packing needle and thread. 99 The Maryborough Chronicle 
reported the event in July 1867 : 
We have received intelligence of another and most distressing 
accident occurring this week by the goring of an infuriated 
bullock. On Monday afternoon, at 4 o'clock, Mr Jackson, 
superintendent of Widgee Widgee, was engaged in drafting some 
cattle, himself taking charge of one of the gates of the 
stock-yard when a bullock charged upon him, and with one of 
its horns struck him in the abdomen, ripping open a wound of 
two or three inches in length and causing two or three feet 
of the intestines to protrude. A messenger was directly sent 
off to Dr Ward and rode all night arriving at Maryborough - a 
distance of 90 miles - at 3 o'clock next morning. Dr Ward 
immediately started for Widgee, and had not returned at a 
late hour last evening but intelligence has been received by 
mail that before Dr Ward had arrived, the intestines had been 
put back in their place and the wound in the abdomen sewn up 
by persons on the station and that the pain had a good deal 
abated. These are scant particulars, but all we have learnt 
96. E. Caulfield, Mrs, Obituary, died 24 October 1943, In papers 
belonging to Mrs M. I. Cecil, daughter, Gympie. Probably 
published originally in the Gympie Times. 
97. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, pp. 261-262. 
98. J. Mullaly, Memories of the past. 
99. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, pp. 261-
262. 
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of the sad affair, loo 
This accident and the similar incident involving Mary Mullaly stress 
the isolation of Widgee Widgee in the 1860s and the dangerous nature of 
stock work. Both Caulfield and Mullaly were products of their isolated 
environment. The same conditions which produced horsemen such as 
Caulfield and Mullaly produced the ethos of the bush and the legendary 
Australian bushman of which they were good examples. 
Although Jackson seemed to make a good recovery immediately after 
the accident, the injuries sustained in the incident may have con-
tributed to his death four years later, loi E. W. Jackson and Atticus 
Tooth had been in charge of W. B. Tooth's Clifton property, just after 
he purchased it in 1853. 102 g^  w. Jackson was probably a brother of 
Jane Jackson, who married Frederick Tooth, Robert's brother. 103 This 
would help to explain his long association with the family. 
In the 1860s when Nicholas Edward Nelson Tooth, a cousin of 
Robert and Frederick, i04 was working periodically on the family 
property, Widgee station was giving £1 a head for all brumbies run into 
the yard. W. C. Giles was then manager and Robert Graham was manager of 
the horse station. The general overseer was J. C. Knaggs, whom Tooth 
described as the finest horseman pnd most daring and intrepid stock 
rider in the Wide Bay-Burnett districts. At that time there were 
hundreds of brumbies feeding on grounds near the Groggy, south of the 
homestead. They never ventured on to the flat ground. On one occasion 
Knaggs, Nicholas Tooth, Jack Winchester (one of the horse breakers) and 
an Aboriginal boy went brumby hunting. They stopped on the Groggy, and 
settled down for the night after a meal of beef, damper and cold water. 
The men would not dare light a fire as a mob of brumbies was near. 
Early the following morning, the brumby runners were guided by the 
noise of two stallions fighting and gained good positions to chase the 
mob which cowered about nearby. Sensing the intruders, the wild animals 
soon took off, with the men in pursuit of a mob of about thirty horses. 
Eventually after a long and dangerous chase, which left six or seven 
100. MC, 6 July 1867. 
101. GT, 17 October 1871. 
102. 'Historian', "The Tooths of Old Clifton station", p. 42. 
103. Gazette Printing Service, Tooth family, p. 13. 
104. George Loyau, The history of Maryborough and Wide Bay and 
Burnett districts from the year 1850 to 1895, Pole Outridge 
and Co., Brisbane, 1897, p. 274. 
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horses with broken limbs after they plummeted into a creek, nine horses 
were yarded and two younger ones collected the following day. los 
In reminiscing about the routine work on Wide Bay stations in the 
1860s Nicholas Tooth felt that there was a fascination about it that 
did not exist in the early 1900s : 
There were no fences and no paddocks, cattle were broken in 
to "run to camp". No, the stock whip and a good mount were 
very prominent factors when mustering, and there was nothing 
more exhilarating - call it sport, if you like - than of an 
early morning just as "Old Sol" was bursting through the 
horizon, lighting up the valleys with a golden sheen, and 
converting the dew drops on the bushes into liquid gems. A 
two or three mile sprint single handed, after a mob of 
"rowdice" and then when you rounded them up, and wanted to 
take them to camp, how they would break away times out of 
number and then later in the day, when you would all meet at 
the "main camp" and the fun there would be "cutting out" or 
"camp drafting". Whether it was "fats for the butcher", 
"calves for branding", or "culls for speying", it mattered 
not, the fascination, the excitement was there all the same. 
106 
Tooth also related how he was with a team of eleven drovers (eight 
"whites" and three "blacks") bringing a mob of 2 000 cattle, mostly 
weaners from old Brayere sheep station to Widgee Widgee. 107 This 
indicates a considerable amount of stock movement in the general 
locality. Mateship, another attribute of the bush ethos, which develo-
ped around the bush campfire, was described by Tooth as follows : 
... and still later on when the cattle were safely yarded, 
supper over and we all gather round the fire and 'light up' 
and as we send up puffs of smoke of real negro-head ('Black 
stingo'; no scented tobacco or aristocratic cigars or ef-
feminate cigarettes in those days), how we tell our various 
exploits and the narrow escapes we had ... 108 
Campfire singing and yarning were other favourite recreations of the 
bushmen. Such gatherings would be enjoyed by all groups in the station, 
from the manager to the most menial Aboriginal worker. Bush life 
promoted a significant degree of equality for all stock workers. 
Station stock work was long, demanding and frequently dangerous. 
It called for a very special type of person to cope with the rigours of 
the work and isolation. Comfort came in the beauty of the surroundings 
and the thrill and exhilaration of the work. Droving in the early 1860s 
105. GT, 23 December 1909. 
106. Ibid. 
107. Ibid. 
108. Ibid. 
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was quite different from that at the end of the century : 
And then droving, how different from now, there were no 
restrictions then. You were perfectly free and unfettered. 
You could go and do what you like, now if you are not 
travelling between two fences, you must keep your mob on the 
road or stock route and not allow them to straggle more than 
half a mile each side, and you have to give so many days' 
notice to the stations ahead, that you will be travelling 
through his run, and most likely, he will send men out to dog 
you, and see that you travel the regulation distances. Think 
of the glorious happy times of a night, when the first watch 
was set and the cattle had settled down, how all hands would 
gather round the camp fire for the nightly "sing song", the 
yarns that would be told, and the songs - good old bush songs 
- not the namby paraby sentimental apologies of present times.i09 
As Tooth indicated in his reminiscences, as time progressed, the 
alienation of land restricted the freedom once enjoyed on the large 
stations. During the 1860s the Queensland Government faced the long-re-
cognized problem of adopting a policy of land alienation to encourage 
agricultural settlement without benefiting squatters and speculators. 
110 The squatters, rather than seeing immigration as a means of 
settling farmers on the land, naturally viewed the influx of population 
as an answer to their labour problems, m This situation suited many 
immigrants who found security in the employment on stations. The 
biographical details of employee families at Widgee clearly indicates 
the diversity of their backgrounds. Pastoral holdings such as Widgee 
Widgee actually formed a "melting pot" to produce the ethos of the 
legendary Australian bushmen. The composite situation formed the basis 
for this important perceived Australian characteristic which persists 
into the twentieth century. 
As well as the increased diversity of employees, the 1860s 
brought changes in economic development. The Queensland economy in the 
1860s largely depended on the success of the annual wool clip. It was 
vital to ensure the continued prosperous development of the south-east 
corner as well as the emerging districts of the colony. Queensland was 
therefore at the threshold of a period of extensive pastoral develop-
ment. 112 As a result of the doubling of wool exports from Australia in 
the early 1860s there was a large inflow of British funds borrowed by 
109. Ibid. 
110. B. R. Kingston, "The search for an alternative to free 
selection in Queensland, 1859-1866", Queensland heritage. 
Vol. 1, No. 5, November 1966, pp. 3-4. 
111. A. A. Morrison, "Colonial society", p. 24. 
112. B. Kingston, "Queensland's comprehensive land policy", p. 4. 
pastoralists at exorbitant rates. The high interest rates could be met 
until, because of stockpiles of wool in London, prices fell. Conse-
quently many station owners were forced to surrender their runs to the 
banks. Some squatters were able to withstand the bad times by deriving 
an income by boiling down their stock for tallow. This avenue was open 
to Tooth and Cran with their Yengarie works. On some stations mortgag-
ees foreclosed on mortgages. Station workers had their wages reduced or 
were turned away without payment for work. Unemployment was widespread.i13 
By 1867 the economic depression which followed the droughts of 1863 and 
1865 and the spread of pleuro-pneumonia were causing serious problems 
for many landholders, even though stock numbers had steadily increased 
throughout the decade. 114 Tooth and Cran, at Widgee Widgee and 
Yengarie, continued to experience financial difficulties. This added to 
Robert Tooth's financial difficulties in New South Wales. 
The severe drought of 1868-69 proved disastrous to many graziers. 
These problems were compounded by the slump of the early 1870s. As a 
result, between 1868 and 1872, the number of sheep in Queensland 
decreased from 9 000 000 to 6 500 000. The poor seasons and poor prices 
ruined many pastoralists, especially those who had overstocked their 
runs in marginal country. It was essential to build up trade in lines 
other than wool to avoid a recurrence of such a collapse when markets 
in one item declined. ii5 
As a casualty of the difficult economic times, on 28 May 1868, 
Widgee Widgee was assigned to the Bank of New South Wales for such 
credit advances as the firm R. and F. Tooth might require. At that 
time, the runs were stocked with 14 000 head of cattle and 300 head of 
horses. The right of Robert Cran's existing mortgage was assured.ii6 
Further evidence of the financial problems experienced by Tooth and 
Cran is indicated by the advertisement for the sale of the stallion 
Challenger in March 1866. Cran stated he had no objection to the 
equivalent of the entire's price in cattle delivered at Maryborough or 
Widgee. It seems that Cran was residing at Widgee at this time.ii7 
Although Robert Tooth was a key figure in the management of the Bank of 
113. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 202-203. 
114. N. Deutscher, Cattle industry in Queensland, p. 66. 
115. D. S. Macmillan, "Scottish Australian Company", p. 469. 
116. Robert Tooth, Assignment upon trust for sale to the Bank of 
New South Wales, Register of mortgages. Book 7, No. 172, 28 
May 1868, SCT/CD13, QSA. See Appendix 4. 
117. MC, 14 March 1866. 
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New South Wales, its involvement in the financial management of Widgee 
station was indicative of the increased sophistication of economic 
funding in Queensland. Previously, funding for the station's develop-
ment was arranged through loans from individuals. 
As well as the changes in economic trends, there were also 
changes in the procedures for disposal of stock. By the late 1860s, it 
was not unusual for cattle buyers from butchers in Brisbane to visit 
the Wide Bay stations to negotiate stock purchases. 118 For stations 
such as Widgee Widgee the market situations presented by the rapidly 
growing towns of Maryborough and Brisbane were improving. In contrast, 
northern properties lacked the benefits of practicable markets. The 
time and expense of transporting stock to the southern markets, 
together with the resulting adverse effect on the condition of the 
stock in the long transfer, made the viability of such distant runs 
very doubtful. Throughout the 1860s, the home market was plentifully 
supplied by southern producers. Furthermore the high cost of processing 
or preserving beef, together with the high cost of transport, made the 
possibility of exporting produce unprofitable. At this time, the gross 
price for beef was 5d per pound, while the cost to the consumer could 
be no more than 6d per pound. The only alternative was to boil carcas-
ses down for tallow and sell the hides and horns. Even so, the long 
journey to markets often meant that the produce arrived too late to 
secure the best prices. ii9 
During the 1860s the exclusive nature of pastoral land utilization 
in the Wide Bay district gave way to include other important means of 
land use, especially timber-getting and prospecting. By the middle 
1860s, there was intensive prospecting for gold in the district. The 
presence of gold in the region was known for many years, since Commis-
sioner Bidwill found gold on Widgee Widgee in the early 1850s. With 
numerous reports of gold bearing areas, news of a payable goldfield was 
actively sought as an economic boost in Queensland throughout much of 
the 1860s. 120 j. D. Mactaggart claimed at a meeting in Maryborough, in 
September 1865, that samples from a Kilkivan gold reef sent to Sydney 
some fourteen years before were assayed at 30 percent copper. This was 
viewed as a promising potential resource. 121 The discovery of 
118. GT, 23 December 1909. 
119. D. S. Macmillan, "Scottish Australian Company", pp. 463-464. 
120. MC, 2 November 1864. 
121. MC, 16 September 1865. 
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gold at Gympie in 1867 and the subsequent gold rush wrought immense 
changes to the whole area. Local demand for and prices of cattle 
increased dramatically. Traffic to and from Gympie and the incidence of 
prospectors in the area also increased. The impetus was, however, too 
late to save Tooth and Cran from their financial troubles, which had 
greatly worsened during the continuing 1867-1869 drought. 
Despite the economic problems, squatters on the Downs, par-
ticularly W. B. Tooth, modelled their lives, homes and properties on 
those of the English gentry. 122 jan Walker regards these persistent 
squatters as the survivors, after attacks from the physical environ-
ment, the Aborigines and the emerging middle class which argued that 
the land should be used for agricultural purposes by British immigran-
ts. 123 It is clear that in the community which was emerging around 
Widgee station the stages of socialization and provincial maturity 
could only be reached once the land was available as permanent tenure 
and successful agricultural pursuits commenced. Only then could the 
promising land be put to its best use. These stages, however, could not 
begin to emerge until suitable agriculturalists were available and 
viable markets for agricultural produce were accessible. Until then the 
"civilizing" aspect of the locality remained the sole responsibility of 
the station. Walker considers that once the pioneering was over, 
squatters could devote more attention to social business and political 
commitments. Important squatting bonds were formed and strengthened. 
124 This was certainly the case at Widgee with the political and 
business interests of W. B. Tooth, Robert Tooth and Robert Cran. 
Horse sports became an accepted form of recreation at Widgee in 
the 1860s. On a visit to Widgee, early in the decade, J. C. White was 
said to have met the manager of Kilkivan station. As a result, a 
buck-jumping competition between Tom Mullaly and a top Kilkivan rider 
was arranged. £50 was to be provided by each side, the winner to take 
all. Despite the fury of the jumpers, neither rider was thrown, but the 
judges awarded Mullaly the prize. 125 Such gatherings and contact 
between station personnel were indication of the increased development 
of social life within the district. The increase in external borrowing 
and recreation were signs of the beginning of the stage of socializa-
122. 'Historian', "The Tooths of old Clifton Station", pp. 41-42. 
123. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 113-114. 
124. Ibid, p. 118. 
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tion in the station's life cycle. 
Indicative of improved parliamentary representation after separa-
tion, in May 1860, the first representative for the electorate of Wide 
Bay, Gilbert Elliot, was elected. For this election Widgee Widgee was 
listed as one of the polling places. i26 Demands for better postal com-
munications, the efforts of timber-getters in negotiating the region 
with wagons and the ever-present efforts at frontier exploration by 
pastoralists and prospectors all conspired to improve overland com-
munications. In January 1861 the postal link between Maryborough and 
Brisbane via Gayndah allowed eleven days for outgoing mail and eight 
days for incoming mail, once a week. 127 There were numerous sugges-
tions as to how and when this poor service could be improved. In 
November 1861 the Maryborough Chronicle viewed it as essential to 
establish a direct mail route to Brisbane. This would redirect the 
business of many stations en route, from Ipswich to Maryborough. Some 
of these stations had previously been held unstocked by speculators 
until the new land regulations forced them to sell the properties. 
Contractors using the proposed route would service ten stations 
directly and several others off the direct line, including Widgee 
Widgee. The road was described as being well marked, drays having 
travelled the whole distance of 300 kilometres. The establishment of 
this mail service was viewed as being important for the expansion of 
many Maryborough businesses. 128 This service finally commenced in 
1865, 129 and was upgraded to a fortnightly contact in 1866. 130 
Problems of travelling in the Wide Bay-Burnett districts during 
the 1860s were clearly illustrated in the writings of an anonymous 
writer in the Maryborough Chronicle. After setting out from Maryboro-
ugh, probably early in 1861, the wet season made travelling very 
difficult for him. He encountered timber-getters at work upstream along 
the Mary River from Maryborough. From there, he headed along the 
Gayndah road to Marianna station, Gigoomgan, Booubyjan and Boonara. 
Kilkivan, Manumbar and Yabber were next visited before Widgee.i3i 
Manumbar was reached with great difficulty, after traversing rugged 
mountains and steep gorges without any roads or tracks of any type. To 
126. MC, 8 May 1860. 
127. MC, 23 January 1861. 
128. MC, 7 November 1861. 
129. MC, 12 October 1864. 
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make matters worse, the Aboriginal guide who accompanying the traveller 
proved unreliable and unco-operative. From Yabber, the traveller headed 
off to Widgee, across a double barrier of the Dividing Range. The 
journey north from Manumbar to Widgee was equally as rugged as anything 
experienced before : 
The road in general is direct north from Manumbar, but 
crossing the ranges and going through the scrub it deflects 
to every point of the compass, and elsewhere if it were 
possible, - the 'route' does, for road there is none nor ever 
will be till time shall be no more. 132 it is the horriblest 
piece of country that ever was crossed by human or any other 
being moving on legs either two or four. Steep! In parts it 
is scarcely slantindicular at all - much liker perpendicular. 
Reuben (his horse) didn't like it - neither did I. There are 
big boulders, of which you are left in pleasant conjecture 
whether they will roll away from under you or topple down on 
the head of you. I slithered down, that's not a good English 
word - no matter, its very expressive, I slithered down in a 
very undignified manner, and poor Reuben followed me as best 
he could, planting his feet with the greatest care on stones 
which were everywhere slipping from under him and rolling 
down into the glens below; he now and then gave an uneasy 
snort as much as to say "This may be all well enough for you, 
but it's no place for the likes of me." ... It was the 
steepest and most difficult piece of mountain travelling I 
have had ... 133 
To make matters worse, the weather turned foul, just as the base of the 
ranges were reached. The ordeal continued : 
It was a wild evening, and truly fearful was the downpour; 
all the mountain streamlets were in an hour almost unfor-
dable. But our horses seemed to fear for the wild conflict of 
elements that was raging overhead, and on and on we dashed at 
full gallop into the midst of foaming torrents and out again. 
Onward and still onward for two full hours through the 
wildest storm we flew at fearful pace, and just as darkness 
was obscuring creeks and swamps and trees and track, we drew 
the rein at the paddock fence of Widgee Widgee. 134 
The contrast in the experiences of the journey and the situation at 
Widgee emphasise the appeal of this lonely outpost of humanity : 
Gentle reader, have you ever sat within a comfortable room 
and listened to the rain pattering on the windows, the winds 
whistling round the chimneys and roaring amid the trees, but 
all sounds hushed at intervals by a terrific burst of 
132. There has been a serviceable forestry road linking Widgee and 
Manumbar since August 1972, C. J. Pratt, interview with J. D. 
Dale, 1989. 
133. MC, 21 May 1863. 
134. Ibid. 
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thunder, succeeded by a gust of wind sweeping wildly and 
dismally, and as if plaintively past. There is something of 
melancholy, yet pleasing, in the sounds; and it is the scene 
and hour of all the best adapted for following thought away 
in its wanderings amid other scenes and pleasing memories. It 
is the hour of all the best adapted for reading of the doings 
of the great world without. It was thus I thought as I sat 
beside a table fresh piled with 'Chronicles' and 'Guardians' 
and 'Arguses' and 'Couriers', and journals fresh from England 
- for the mail had just arrived among the mountains and had 
poured its treasures at our feet - and long long into the 
night I sat, and drank the tidings from the outer world. 135 
Travelling between settlements was therefore most difficult, but 
as contact between settlements and centres of population increased, 
moves to improve roads were possible. The need to improve postal 
communication routes was vital in this respect. Widgee was described as 
a lonely outpost of civilization, but significantly with many of the 
characteristics of European culture. The locality was described : 
...mountains all surrounding - and very beautiful and pic-
turesque mountains, and Widgee in the centre on a plain. The 
situation seems quite flat; the house is a nice cottage home, 
forming with the offices and detached buildings, a pretty 
quadrangle. Before the door is a very neat garden, but sadly 
pelted by the storm; at its foot there is a creek - what it 
is in ordinary circumstances I know not, - what I saw was a 
foaming river rolling onward bank and bank. Beyond this I 
could not see, but I understand the heights on every side of 
Widgee Widgee have a very picturesque effect. But inside the 
house there are everywhere the marks and influences of 
refinement. I fancy that battling with the wild and rugged 
prepares the taste for perceiving more such influences. Be 
that as it may, to me a general student of nature and of man 
there was that in the calm and gentle manner in which the 
rites of hospitality were dispensed that told of refined and 
cultivated mind and manner. 136 
N. E. N. Tooth noted the spirit of hospitality to travellers which 
existed amongst the squatters in the Wide Bay Burnett during the 1860s.137 
This hospitality was an important characteristic of frontier life, a 
response to the isolation experienced and a further characteristic of 
the emergence of the bush ethos and growth in community maturity. At 
this early stage Widgee was displaying important aspects of European 
culture and comfort, perhaps not to the same extent as other stations 
in the region, but nevertheless there was a clear development from the 
135. Ibid. 
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early pioneering days. Early station homesteads resembled villages. 
Boonara was described in this way. There, the homestead was the centre 
of a system of fifteen out-stations. 138 Widgee homestead was also at 
the heart of a system of out stations formed from the various runs 
which were taken up originally. 
Progress was also evident in the development of land legislation 
which affected the station. The long series of legislative compromises 
which began with the Act of 1860 eventually produced the Land Code of 
1868 and 1869. i39 This compromise legislation was most necessary for 
the pastoralists, owing to the serious problems experienced by them in 
bad seasons of the 1860s. Pastoralists sought better security of tenure 
so as to qualify for financial assistance to make possible necessary 
improvements to their properties. 140 This was to have important 
implications for Widgee station as soon as the first leases were 
resumed. From the government point of view, declining income from land 
rentals, the financial crisis, serious unemployment and the riots of 
the unemployed in 1866 also prompted action. It viewed the sale of land 
as a major source of revenue to finance public works, such as railways.i4i 
The new Land Act of 1868 provided no reduction of the overall 
price of better quality land, although land could now be graded with a 
purchase price reducing according to inferior land quality. 142 A major 
innovation was the concept of selection of agricultural and small 
pastoral properties over a ten year period. An annual rent was charged 
as a means of paying off the full value of the land before freeholding.143 
The Land Code allowed for the resumption and opening for selection of 
half the area of certain consolidated pastoral runs. New leases, with 
better tenancy conditions were allowed for the remaining unresumed 
portions. Pastoralists in the unsettled districts could exercise a 
pre-emptive right to select up to 2 560 acres of their former leases at 
10/- per acre. 144 Widgee, in the settled districts, had already been 
granted the right of pre-emption under earlier provisions. In general, 
the features of Land Code seemed very appropriate, but in the course of 
its implementation, certain gross inconsistencies were clearly notice-
138. MC, 14 May 1863. 
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able. In the early 1870s, when this legislation was applied to Widgee 
station, a new struggle for the control of freehold land developed. 
Originally, Widgee station existed as an isolated frontier 
settlement in which several families and individual workers existed 
within an interdependent but largely experimental community. Contact 
with outside institutions was minimal - for example, infrequent 
newspaper and mail deliveries and visits by Crown Lands Commissioners and 
the Native Mounted Police. Despite the isolation of Widgee station 
many general cultural attributes were imported with the early 
settlers. The station commenced as a cluster of cattle runs, but 
economic pressures soon forced a change to sheep rearing and wool 
production. In the early 1860s, ecological pressures proved the un-
suitability of sheep to the locality. This, in common with many other 
localities, forced a return to cattle rearing. Progress during the 
1860s was severely limited by the economic difficulties experienced 
quite generally throughout the Australian colonies. Despite the renewed 
difficulties of the 1860s, civilization was reaching Widgee station. 
The pioneering stage was ending. A second stage of socialization in 
community development was emerging. 
CHAPTER FOUR 
THE WIDGEE STATION FREEHOLD 
The main aim of Queensland's early land policy was to secure 
rapid, efficient and genuine closer settlement to replace the specula-
tion in pastoral land which had become prevalent, i Speculation and the 
acquisition of freehold land by stations were developments contrary to 
the spirit of the early land acts. These developments were, however, 
the basis of a new and vital struggle by the station to maintain 
control of the land. In the twenty-five year span, 1872-1896, the 
nature of land tenure for Widgee station changed dramatically. The 
development was from a holding exclusively of leasehold tenure to that 
of a completely freehold estate. During the course of this transforma-
tion, there was an often bitter struggle between the monopolistic 
station management and the slowly emerging agriculturalist, small-graz-
ing free selector group. Members of the latter were sometimes thwarted 
by the station management in securing suitable and adequate selections 
from the areas of station resumptions. In the course of the struggle, 
the station management employed every available means, often un-
scrupulously, to acquire the best tracts of land in the locality. 
Squatting was viewed by the Moreton Bay Courier as a temporary 
stage which would be replaced by a more civilized stage of land usage 
and proper social development. 2 Opponents of the squatters expected or 
hoped that they would vacate their stations on the expiration of their 
fourteen year leases. By this time it was considered they would be so 
hemmed in by smaller settlers that they would relocate their runs 
beyond the bounds of settlement. It was felt that squatters exploited 
the land and would retire with their fortunes once the leases expired. 
Many squatters who endured the ordeals of early pioneer life, however, 
looked forward to exercising their pre-emptive rights. Under the 
conditions of pre-emption which were adopted by Queensland, squatters 
could freehold those portions of their runs on which most improvements 
were situated. 3 After enduring the traumas of the pioneering years, 
the management of Widgee had no intention of terminating the troubled 
but generally successful station. The possibility of freeholding the 
1. B. R. Kingston, "Alternative to free selection", f){). 4-5, 
2. MBC, 21 August 1847. 
3. B. R. Kingston, "Alternative to free selection", pp. 5-6, 
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estate was viewed as an important means of ensuring the station's 
survival. 
At Widgee, the new struggle commenced in 1869 with a rush to take 
up the best portions of land, soon after the first resumptions of 
Widgee Widgee runs were open to selection. The station naturally began 
to acquire freehold land around its head station and out-stations. 
Understandably, by exercising its pre-emptive right, it gained distinct 
advantage in the early stages. Much of the land was, however, acquired 
by speculators. Land speculators were commonly investors who from the 
very beginning of pastoral development in Queensland, acquired property 
for the specific purpose of resale. Speculators took advantage of the 
Liberal philosophy of land alienation in the 1860s. This often frustra-
ted squatters who were compelled to purchase land from speculators at 
inflated prices. Speculation also excluded prospective small-time 
agricultural selectors from settling on the land, although at this 
stage many agricultural pursuits were not viable. 
In tracing the acquisition of the Widgee station freehold and the 
associated reduction in leasehold, the present study identifies the 
various means by which Widgee station acquired its large freehold area 
and made maximum use of the continually changing area of leasehold 
land. This provides the context for an analysis of the consequential 
struggle between the station management, the speculators and the 
independent selectors, leading up to the eventual establishment of the 
latter group in the district. The emergence of the stage of socializa-
tion and certain characteristics of the final stage of social maturity 
in the development of the community is evidenced in the growing social 
stability of the station workforce, the increase in services, the 
establishment of government agencies and the increased stability of 
land tenure in the locality. 
The recovery of the pastoral industry after the problems of the 
1860s was assisted by the Pastoral Leases Act of 1869, which allowed 
for longer leases and reduced rents. This replaced the Queensland 
Grazing Acts of 1863 under which rents were raised in the fifth and 
tenth years of the lease. For those who held land under the 1863 act, 
the rent they were paying was to remain the same, provided it did not 
exceed that which was due in the second period of the old lease. Debate 
on the Pastoral Leases Act of 1869 Amendment Act brought to the 
forefront the opposing views on the land question. The various condi-
tions of the act were viewed by some members of parliament as danger-
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ously increasing the power of the squatters. It was argued that, in 
addition to the Amendment Act, the Brands Bill and the Diseases in 
Sheep Bill were specifically designed to support pastoralists. Accusa-
tions of self-interest against the pastoralist members of parliament 
abounded. 4 The opponents identified in the debates, squatters and 
Liberal speculators, persisted with their self-interest conflicts for 
many years. 
In August 1869 a new stage of the station|_s history commenced. 
After the leases for the runs Woonga, Orange Tree, Basin of Widgee 
Widgee, Brooyar, Glastonbury, Bald Hills, Reserve and Walooga expired 
between 31 December 1865 and 31 December 1868, 5 these runs, including 
that of Carrington, 6 were subject to a request from Robert Tooth, to 
be brought under the 8th and 9th clauses of the Crown Lands Alienation 
Act of 1868. 7 This provided for the runs to be consolidated into one 
holding, then divided into two portions, one of which was to be denoted 
as lands open for selection. Such land was certain to be in demand 
following the influx of settlers to Gympie during the gold rush. The 
other portion was to comprise land which the station could retain by 
means of lease. Accordingly, the resumption, totalling 102 300 acres. 
Division A of the consolidated Widgee run, was described in May 1869 
broadly as that area south, south-west and south-east of the head 
station. In theory at least, the resumption made available extensive 
areas for intending agriculturalists and small-time pastoralists. At 
the same time Division B, comprising 102 100 acres which was to remain 
station leasehold, was described as being to the north, north-east and 
north-west of the head station. 8 This area continued to be held by the 
Corporation of the Bank of New South Wales under a new ten year 
4. QPD, 1871, Vol. 12, pp. 170-171. 
5. Treasury register of payment of rent on runs in pastoral 
districts of Wide Bay and Burnett, Sept. 1860-April 1905, ff. 
45-52, TRE/20, QSA. 
6. The lease of Carrington was not to expire until 1 July 1878, 
Register of runs. Wide Bay and Burnett districts, f. 60, 
CL0/N12, QSA. 
7. Memo appended to letter, CCL, Maryborough to the Minister for 
Lands, Brisbane, Document No. 3757, 7 May 1869, LAN/AF 1143, 
QSA. See Appendix 5 which details transfers, rental payments 
amendments and valuations on the Widgee station leases, 
1869-1897. 
8. See Appendices 9 and 10. 
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lease. 9 
Soon after the resumptions, the station began its acquisition of 
freehold land. On 20 September 1869 the manager of Widgee, E. W. 
Jackson, applied to select three portions of land along Glastonbury 
Creek. These portions,totalling 1 040 acres which were selected under 
the station's pre-emptive right, were taken up on behalf of Robert 
Tooth as pre-emptive holdings, i" one of these portions,comprising 200 
acres, embraced the area around where the main Widgee road crossed 
Glastonbury Creek, n By 1871, however, it seems that negotiations may 
have been in progress for the sale of the station. Apparently it was 
decided to forsake Jackson's portions, as the greater part of this land 
was inferior grazing and agricultural land. As a result, before his 
death in 1871, Jackson signified his intention to surrender the land. 
The portions were forfeited by the Bank of New South Wales in August 
1874. 12 
By means of an agreement dated at Sydney on 12 March 1872, Widgee 
station was assigned and transferred from the Corporation of the Bank 
of New South Wales to John Broadbent and Daniel Williams, also known as 
Broadbent and Co. 13 The purchase price of £22 806/6/2 comprised £14 
806/6/2 advanced by Williams and the remaining £8 000 from Broadbent 
and Williams in equal proportions. Williams' loan was to be repaid with 
interest at the rate of 8 percent per annum. The Commercial Banking 
Company of Sydney was nominated as the company's bankers. In addition 
to his salary, Broadbent was allowed £350 per year to purchase stock. 
He was to act as manager and to reside at Widgee. Williams, who as 
financial backer was the silent partner, lived in Brisbane, 14 and 
later returned to his native England. 15 
John Broadbent had a long association with the pastoral industry. 
9. Register of Pastoral Leases, Widgee Widgee consolidated, 1 
January 1869, f. 89, LAN/01, QSA. 
10. Applications to select land. Selection Nos 20, 21, 23, 
LAN/AG287, QSA. 
11. Land Commissioner, Gympie to the Minister for Lands, 11 
March 1869, Document No. 9219, Selection No. 20, ibid. 
12. General observations. Agricultural selection files. Selection 
Nos. 20, 21, 23, LAN/AG287, QSA. 
13. Transfer of Crown Lease, 12 March 1872, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
14. Indenture between John Broadbent and Daniel Williams, 28 
March 1872, Document No. 219706, QTO. 
15. Daniel Williams, Last will and testament, 22 October 1880, 
Filed with Nomination of Trustees, 13 August 1902, Document 
No. 378600, QTO. 
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He was born in Yorkshire, England, about 1820. In 1839, as a young man, 
he emigrated to Australia and gained employment on Monaro station, 
where he acquired a thorough knowledge of sheep and cattle. He then 
ventured to New Zealand, where he set himself up as a storekeeper, near 
Auckland. Broadbent returned to the Monaro as a stockman, before 
becoming an overseer of a station in the Burnett. He subsequently 
managed Teriboo station on the Condamine, Jimbour on the Darling Downs 
and Rawbelle on the Burnett. Before coming to Widgee he was Chief 
Inspector of Stock for Queensland at a time when many diseased sheep 
were coming across the border from New South Wales. Whilst at Rawbelle, 
it is claimed that Broadbent noticed that good grass and huge trees 
could not grow together, as the trees would sap the moisture from the 
ground and leave little for the grass. He came up with the idea of 
ringbarking the trees to kill them. 16 This process was to have a 
devastating effect throughout Queensland. In October 1873 Broadbent 
married Sarah Enthwistle in Sydney. 17 Daniel Williams was well known 
as one of the principal railway contractors in Queensland. 18 He was 
responsible for the construction of the Toowoomba-Jondaryan railway.19 
Significantly, John Broadbent was the first owner of Widgee to reside 
on the station permanently. 
When the station was purchased by Broadbent and Co., the stock 
comprised 9 000 head of cattle and approximately 300 horses. 20 At this 
stage there were 37 888 horned cattle in the police district of Gympie2i 
and only 317 acres of land under crop, 22 ^ clear indication of the 
predominance of pastoral pursuits in the district. 
Broadbent and Williams purchased Widgee station at a time when 
the cattle industry was expanding rapidly. This expansion was due to 
the impetus given to the industry by several developments : the 
Queensland gold rushes, particularly that of Gympie 23; the succession 
of good seasons during the early 1870s; and the development of an 
16. D. Graham, Mrs, scrapbook article, "A Hardy Nonagenarian, 
John Broadbent", n.d. 
17. E. Myles, Mrs, to J. D. Dale, 5 March 1975, DPC. 
18. D. Graham, Mrs, scrapbook. 
19. E. Lewis, Mrs, to J. D. Dale, 12 September 1976, DPC. 
20. Indenture between John Broadbent and Daniel Williams, 
28 March 1872, Document No. 219706, QTO, 
21. "Statistics of the colony of Queensland, 1870", QVP, 1871-
1872, p. 638. 
22. Ibid, p. 634. 
23. w. R. Johnston, Call of the land, pp. 53-54. 
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important market for preserved beef overseas. 24 p^ Qp, i872 until the 
early 1900s Widgee was worked as a fattening property, intent on 
capitalizing on this market. 25 jhe Widgee station stock brand U7U was 
registered on 4 February 1873. 2b Richard Bushnell, who previously 
worked on Wetheron, Booubyjan and Imbil stations,went to Widgee where 
he helped brand some of the first cattle using the new Widgee brand. In 
1872 he was sent to New South Wales to take delivery of 20 head of stud 
beef shorthorn bulls for Widgee. One animal alone cost £200. 27 The new 
owners were evidently keenly intent on improving the quality of Widgee 
stock to take advantage of the best available prices for cattle. 
In December 1874 Broadbent and Co. applied for a licence to 
depasture stock on the resumed portion of the run. 26 Broadbent claimed 
there was upwards of 80 000 acres of the resumed portion of Widgee as 
yet unselected which would be useful to him. He added that parties 
"perfectly unauthorized" were placing stock on the resumed area. His 
company sought the licence to protect its interests from such in-
truders. At this time 19 152 acres had been measured for alienation, 
leaving a balance of 83 148 acres unalienated. 29 Eventually, on 15 
February 1875, the station was granted a licence for twelve months to 
depasture 1 200 head of cattle on what was estimated as 80 000 acres of 
the unselected resumed portion of the run. 3 0 The licence could be 
cancelled at any time, when the pressure for selection of land demand-
ed. Because the original resumption had severely limited the station's 
handling capacity, the depasturing licence came as a great reassurance 
to the management of Widgee. 3i 
Changes to the Widgee leasehold were quite constant after the 
24. N. Deutscher, "The cattle industry in Queensland, 1870-1880", 
in D. P. Crook (Ed) A selection of papers questioning the past 
in history and government, University of Queensland press, St 
Lucia, 1972, p. 195. 
25. w. Woolgar, "Gympie and district farming and grazing 
industries", GT, 1905, pp. 37-38. 
26. Register of brands, A series. Certificate of registration 
A5236, 4 February 1873, Brands Office, DPI. 
27. DM, 8 December 1925. 
28. Broadbent and Co. to the Minister for Lands, 9 December 1874, 
Document No. 452 - 23-12-74, LAN/AG 1143, QSA. 
29. Broadbent and Co. to the Minister for Lands, 12 January 1875, 
Document No. 279.B, ibid. 
30. License to depasture stock by pastoral lessee, 15 February 
1875, ibid. 
31. Broadbent and Co. to the Minister for Lands, 30 March 1875, 
Document No. 2577B, ibid. 
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first resumptions provided land for selection in 1869. In response to 
the demand for land, in September 1875, a further 64 922 acres was 
resumed between Wide Bay and Widgee Creeks and proclaimed open to 
selection. 32 Fortunately, the station's depasturing licence was 
renewed in 1876. 33 Also in 1876, the remaining Widgee leasehold was 
resumed, but after a protest from Broadbent and Co., 34 in 1880, a new 
lease of 55 square miles was granted for a period of five years at the 
annual rate of £2 per square mile. 35 An additional area, comprising 43 
000 acres just north of the home station was resumed on 26 February 
1877. 36 It is clear from the areas of the resumptions and the new 
lease of 1880 that the earlier measures of area were far from accurate. 
The original consolidated lease was evidently far greater than that 
area calculated. 
The new lease allowed the station to occupy the land and withdraw 
stock gradually as the portions were selected. On 1 December 1881, for 
instance, John Reid Warner, the Gympie Land Commissioner, telegraphed 
the Under Secretary for Lands that the area selected on the Widgee run 
from 13 April to 30 June in 1880 was 2 280 acres. 37 A reduction on the 
year's rent, £14, was therefore refunded by cheque to compensate the 
station for its loss of the land. 38 Under this trend, the station 
leasehold gradually reduced more and more in size. As this occurred 
each year, further refunds were allowed. The trend is shown thus : 
Year Area Rent Refund 
1879 55 sq. m. £110/00/00 
1880 55 sq. m. £110/00/00 
1881 49.5 sq. m. £ 88/00/00 £14/00/00 
1882 40.5 sq. m. £ 52/00/00 39 £37/10/00 40 
32. Resumption notice, GG, 6 September 1875, ibid. See Appendix 10. 
33. Y. Williams, Gympie Land Commissioner to the Under Secretary 
for Public Lands, Brisbane, 22 February 1876, Document No. 
76-107, ibid. 
34. J. Broadbent to the Under Secretary for Public Lands, 23 
December 1876, Document No. 10529.B, ibid. 
35. Pastoral Lease in settled districts, issued to John Broadbent 
and Daniel Williams, witnessed 16 March 1880, ibid. See 
Appendices 5 and 9. 
36. GG, 28 February 1877, p. 472. See Appendix 10. 
37. J. R. Warner, to the Under Secretary for Lands, 1 October 
1881, Document No. 13161.CG, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
38. Statement of refund. Department of Public Lands, 4 October 
1881, ibid. 
39. Broadbent and Williams to the secretary for public lands, 
31 October 1882, Document No. 17494.B, memo attached, ibid. 
See Appendix 5. 
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1883 14.5 sq. m. £ 14/10/00 4i £ 6/10/00 4^  
As more land was selected, it was soon quite evident that the estimates 
of the lease for 55 square miles were again much less than the area 
actually used by the station. 43 A re-appraisal of the run was essen-
tial. The resulting certificate of appraisement indicated that the 
remaining area available for lease was actually 40 squan.' miles, for 
which the annual rental was set at £80 per annum. 4 4 
The massive reduction in the area of leasehold land available to 
the station after 1869 made necessary direct action by the management 
to remedy the threat to the station's livelihood. Quite likely Broad-
bent and Williams had purchased Widgee with a plan of action in mind. 
The action taken involved the following processes : acquisition of as 
much superior freehold land as possible; gaining the maximum possible 
areas of leasehold land; promoting improvements to the better land in 
order to increase the stock carrying capacities of the reduced area; 
arranging the licences to depasture stock on the resumed portions of 
the run which were not selected immediately; and attempts to exclude 
others from selecting land. Like the management on Jondaryan, the 
management of Widgee quickly began to freehold as much as the run as 
was financially possible. 45 
The process of freeholding station land was dependent upon the 
availability of finance in the colony. By the 1870s and 1880s different 
circumstances caused the financial structure of the colony to change 
and encourage large-scale investment. This is evident in the case of 
Widgee where increased investment was essential for the station's 
survival. Political developments from the late 1860s saw the end of the 
squatters' land monopoly, as freeholding by agriculturalists was 
encouraged. Squatters were then forced into expensive freehold pur-
chases. This required more intensive use of the land. The need for 
funding the land purchases and improvements such as fencing necessarily 
40. Memorandum of refund, 8 November 1882, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
41. Land Commissioner, Gympie to Lands Office, Brisbane, 4 
November 1882, Document No. 17598.CG, memo attached, ibid. 
42. Memorandum of refund, 6 March 1884, ibid. 
43. J. W. Drysdale, Land Commissioner, Gympie to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, 18 July 1883, Document No. 12795.CG, 
ibid. 
44. G. L. Golden, Appraiser, Toowoomba to the Under Secretary for 
Lands, 7 January 1885, Document No. 00498, ibid. 
45. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 202. 
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brought changes to the availability of finance. Financial need and the 
opportunity for lending sponsored the development of : a number of 
British-based land mortgage and investment companies; banks, pastoral 
firms, mortgage companies and individuals from New South Wales and 
Victoria; the Queensland National Bank, which was established in 1872; 
and local pastoral firms and individual capitalists. Britain was the 
source of most of the funds invested by these companies. 46 in the case 
of Widgee station, it is apparent that the considerable financial 
resources of Daniel Williams were used to fund necessary station 
development. 
In response to the provisions of the Land Act of 1868, by 1875, 
both grazing and agricultural activity in the Gympie Police district 
had increased. 41 324 horned cattle were recorded and 1 014 acres 
listed as being under crop. 47 Much of the land well to the east and 
south of the head station and in the vicinity of the Brooyar and 
Woolooga out-stations to the north-west was taken up by independent 
selectors in the 1870s. 4 8 The areas involved were along Glastonbury 
Creek, the upper reaches of Widgee and Little Widgee Creeks and along 
the Mary River, in the vicinity of O'Leary's Crossing. 49 
By 1880 there were 48 111 horned cattle and 3 547 horses in the 
Gympie district. There were 2 048 acres of land under crop. 50 This was 
a considerable increase in stock since 1872, but more so an increase in 
farming, a clear indication of the early, although embryonic, develop-
ment of successful farming in the district. The general decline in 
stock numbers on the station between 1873 and 1879 echoes the reduction 
in usable land. Stock numbers for these years were as follows : 
Year cattle horses 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
46. G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics in Queensland", pp. 76-77. 
47. Statistics, QVP, 1876, Vol. 2, p. 706. 
48. Observations from map. Parish of Widgee, County of Lennox, 
May 1913, D6/2, QSA. 
49. Observations from map. Parish of Brooyar, County of Lennox, 
Sheet 1, 1903, D6/4, QSA. 
50. Statistics, QVP, 1881, Vol. 1, pp. 1075-1076. 
8 500 
8 750 
6 200 
6 654 
6 395 
4 700 
200 
250 
198 
200 
195 
150 
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1879 4 900 150 5i 
Employees of Widgee station had considerable responsibility in 
promoting the conversion of the holding to freehold. In so doing the 
system of work responsibilities and residential arrangements changed 
greatly. Jan Walker relates the improved material condition of the 
labouring man on the Darling Downs by the 1850s. This also allowed for 
a certain amount of upward mobility within station employment. 52 After 
the financial crisis of 1866, pastoral development and the new goldfie-
Ids provided a new impetus to and optimism for the northern frontier of 
Queensland. 53 This brought increased stability to the social structure 
emerging on the station. The changing roles of employees was also 
evident at Widgee, as employees and their families were allowed to 
establish their own homes on station land. With the increase in fencing 
and more intensive use of the land, fewer station employees were 
required. Employees undertook important roles in managing the station 
leasehold and emerging freehold. While some were itinerant and worked 
for the station for relatively short periods of time, others settled 
and stayed for many years. 
The longest-serving station employee,by far,was Jimmy Caulfield. 
In October 1873 Caulfield married Ellen Standen. 54 At the time of 
their marriage Jimmy Caulfield had been employed on Widgee station for 
nearly ten years. Ellen Standen had been born in London in 1855. 5 5 The 
Caulfields, who were both reasonably well educated, 5 6 were a good 
example of the increased cultural maturity of the residents on the 
station. 
Other station employees in the 1870s as identified in the 
Electoral Rolls were : 
Adams, Henry Francis, leasehold qualification, 1879-1880. 
Atkinson, John Frederick, residence qualification, 1875-1880 
Shaw, Joseph, residence qualification, 1875-1880 
Spicer, John, residence qualification, 1875-1877 
51. "Stock depastured on runs in settled districts", QVP, 1879, 
Vol. 2, pp. 1010, 1013, 1016, 1019, 1022, 1024, 1026. 
52. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 120. 
53. K. Cronin, "The Chinese community in Queensland, 1874-1900", 
Queensland heritage. Vol. 2, No. 8, May 1978, p. 3. 
54. James John Good Caulfield and Ellen Standen, original copy of 
Marriage Certificate, 9 October 1873, St Peter's Church of 
England, Gympie. Certificate held by Mrs M. I. Cecil, 
daughter, Gympie. 
55. J. Hogan, Mrs, daughter of J. J. G. Caulfield, Private note book. 
56. E. Caulfield, Mrs, Reminiscences, DPC. 
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Wooster, William, residence qualification, 1876-1880 
Carroll, William Henry, residence qualification, 1877-1879 
Carroll, Martin Edward, residence qualification, 1878-1879. ^ 7 
Some employees like Jimmy Caulfield and his cousins William and Martin 
Carroll were Australian born. W. H. Carroll, a saddler by trade, was 
born ill the Bathurst district in 1842. After coming to Queensland, he 
i^ ained experience as a stockman and drover before he and his brother 
selected portions of one from the early Widgee resumptions on Glaston-
bury Creek. They both worked, at least periodically, for Widgee 
station. 5S 
Other employees were immigrants. John Spicer, a sailor, and his 
wife Sarah, both free emigrants, departed London on the "Tim Whiffler" 
and landed in Maryborough in January 1874. 5 9 Apparently they journeyed 
to Widgee by bullock dray soon after their arrival. 60 Similarly, 
William Wooster and his wife Elizabeth were English emigrants. 6i j. p. 
Atkinson, storekeeper on the station, was also born in England. He 
married a native of London, Mary Louisa Flemming, in the head station 
at Widgee in 1877. 62 The emergence of families of workers on the 
station promoted stability of the workforce. This was further indica-
tion of the growing maturity of the community, from one of almost total 
male domination, in which attributes of frontier latent homosexuality 
were fostered, to one of more natural family structures. The inter-
dependence of workers and management increased. 
From as early as 13 June 1872, Broadbent and Williams commenced 
the acquisition of freehold land at Widgee. The initial purchase was a 
360 acre block of land. 63 By December 1873, a further three selection 
blocks, totalling an eventual 2 517 acres 2 roods had been applied for 
by Broadbent and Williams under pre-emption. 64 This land encompassed 
the superior agricultural and grazing areas around the head station and 
57. Electoral rolls of Queensland. Wide Bay Electorate, 1875-1880, 
ELE/IH, Z568, Z569, ELE/6, QSA. Some of these employees 
remained residents after 1880. 
58. w. F. Morrison, Aldine history of Queensland, p. 75. 
59. Immigration Card index, QSA. 
60. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
61. Immigration passenger lists, f. 53, IMM/13, QSA. 
62. John Frederick Atkinson and Mary Louisa Flemming, Marriage 
entry, 6 September 1877, St Peter's Church of England, Gympie. 
63. John Broadbent and Daniel Williams, Application to select 
land. Selection No. 219, LAN/AG292, QSA. 
64. John Broadbent and Daniel Williams, Applications to select 
pre-emptive land. Selection Nos. 253, 254, LAN/AG293 and 
No. 443 LAN/AG297, QSA. 
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the Brooyar and Woonga out-stations. By June 1878 -a further 2 970 
acres, in four more prime quality selections, had been selected by 
Broadbent under conditional purchases. 65 After survey, these areas 
were increased to 3 342 acres which were eventually freeholded. 66 
Between 13 June 1872 and 28 April 1875 John Broadbent successful-
ly applied to select eight portions of freehold land from the resumed 
portion of the Widgee runs. These comprised 6 677 acres 1 rood and 2 
perches. After survey, these portions totalled 6 274 acres which were 
eventually freeholded. This included no land classified as agricul-
tural, 960 acres of first class pastoral land worth £480 and 5 314 
acres of second class pastoral land worth £1 328. The total cost of 
this land was £1 828/15/7. These purchases involved a sizable financial 
commitment, something for which the station management was better 
prepared to outlay than most other selectors. The land so selected was 
clustered around the three pre-emptive purchases. Improvements effected 
on these first eight portions totalled £4 244. These included : 
fencing, £1 535/00/00 
stockyards, £ 980/00/00 
residence buildings, £1 062/10/00 
ringbarking, 1 766 acres 
Some of these improvements were effected when the land was held under 
pastoral lease, before the blocks were selected. Total improvements of 
£3 370 had been carried out on the pre-emptive portions. For all this 
selected land, it is noteworthy that the improvements included no 
mention of agricultural activity. 67 Broadbent and Williams made 
numerous other applications to select prime quality land as there was 
considerable competition amongst speculators for the proclaimed land, 
but not all of these applications were successful. 68 
The five conditional selections were occupied for two years by 
bailiffs of John Broadbent and stocked with station cattle. It is 
significant that four of the Proofs of Fulfilment of Conditions on 
Selection were signed by William Henry Carroll and William Hugh Mc 
65. John Broadbent, Applications to select land conditionally. 
Selections No. 260, LAN/AG293; No. 558 LAN/AG299; No. 304 
LAN/AG294 and No. 488 LAN/AG298, QSA. 
66. Applications to purchase land, ibid. See Map 5 following p. 85. 
6 7. See Appendix 6. 
68. General observations. Selection Files LAN/AG300 - LAN/AG315, 
QSA. 
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Clymont. Carroll was an employee of the station and both men were 
selectors in the locality. Another Proof was certified by James 
Caulfield and John Atkinson, both of whom were also station employees. 
69 
In 1876 the Lands Department recognized the problems of the 
classification of lands as agricultural, first class pastoral and 
second class pastoral land. The tendency was always to rate land values 
downwards in line with the wishes of selectors who could save sig-
nificant outlays. This tendency did, however, significantly reduce 
government income. 70 The trend is evident in the relatively low 
classifications given for the early station selections which encom-
passed some of the finest agricultural land in the Gympie district. 
When the government resumed the entire Widgee run in 1876, this 
had all the appearances of a death blow for the station. Broadbent 
requested that some of this land should be opened for public auction. 
The land which he recommended for auction comprised the station's 
leased paddocks around the head station and between there and the last 
resumption on Woonga Creek. As a result of this request, instructions 
were given to survey the land for auction. 7i Accordingly, at the 
auction held in Gympie on 30 October 1877, Broadbent and Williams 
purchased nine blocks of prime Widgee land, totalling 3 308 acres. The 
upset price for these lots was £1 per acre and a total financial outlay 
of £3 467/5/6 was made. 7 2 The auction proved to be a perfect oppor-
tunity for the station to acquire a large area of excellent freehold 
country. 7 3 
Independent selectors were sometimes dissuaded from bidding at 
auctions because of the high upset price. Squatters used their absence 
from the auction room as an indication that there was no demand for 
69. John Broadbent, Proofs of fulfillment of conditions, 
Selection Nos 219, LAN/AG292; No. 260 LAN/AG293; No. 558 
LAN/AG299; No. 304 LAN/AG294 and No. 488 LAN/AG298, QSA. See 
also Appendix 6. 
70. "Report of the Under Secretary for Lands on the work of the 
Lands Department during the year 1875", QVP, 1876, Vol. 3, 
p. 183. 
71. Broadbent and Co. to the Under Secretary for Public Lands, 23 
December 1876, Document No. 10529.B, LAN/AG 1143, QSA. 
72. List of Crown Lands offered for sale by public auction at 
Gympie on 30 October 1877, Lots 2-8 and 11-12, 6685-12, 19 
December 1877, LAN/AB31, QSA. 
73. See Appendix 6. 
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agricultural land. 74 Another ploy was that of withdrawing lots from 
sale once the squatters had made their selections. These schemes were 
successful at Jondaryan, where by 1875, from the station's total area 
of 200 928 acres, only 4 650 acres or 2% of the land was available for 
selection. 29% had been pre-empted, reserved or alienated. Unlike other 
stations, Jondaryan had not over-extended their freeholding to an 
extent that the management was deeply in debt. '5 Despite the expense 
of freeholding there is no record of Widgee becoming subject to 
mortgage in this period. Apparently the support of financier Daniel 
Williams, as well as John Broadbent's own finances, were sufficient to 
allow for all the considerable expenses. 
The total purchase prices for the original seventeen freehold 
blocks, which comprised 9 582 acres, was £5 296/1/1. Such financial 
outlays were far beyond the possibilities of ordinary independent 
selectors who could not compete with the persistence and financial 
power of the station. In many cases the independent selectors were 
forced to select inferior land which they sometimes had to abandon when 
they failed to make them viable. 7 6 
The seventeen original freehold portions embraced the finest 
agricultural land in the district. This is apparent from the author's 
general knowledge of the locality and by comparing cadastral and 
topographical maps of the district. 7 7 All of the portions had ample 
access to creeks. Those fifteen portions which clustered around the 
head station contained 7 130 acres of prime agricultural land in one 
unbroken unit. The station portions carefully avoided the mountainous 
areas which surrounded the basins of Widgee, Little Widgee, Station and 
Woonga Creeks. In doing this, the management, as Steele Rudd is reputed 
to have claimed, "left nothing but the ridges and the wallabies for us 
poor selectors." William Dunlop of Myravale near the headwaters of 
Minor Glastonbury Creek, although he was an emerging grazier, echoed 
this statement. Dunlop held four selections in this region and in 
January 1877 protested to the Minister for Lands about the high 
classification of the land. Dunlop complained : 
In the four selections named there is quite 1 000 acres that stock 
74. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 222. 
75. Ibid, pp. 229-230. 
76. See Appendix 6, Applications to purchase land. Portion Nos. 
253, 254, 443, 219, 260, 488, 558, 304; Total amounts for nine 
blocks Lots 2-8 and 11-12 purchased at auction. 
77. See Maps 3, 4 and 5 following p. 86. 
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seldom, if ever graze upon, being too rough k hilly. ''* 
These claims were verified by the Gympie Land Commissioner J. R. 
Warner, who stated: 
The majority of the land selected by him is of a rough and 
broken character thickly timbered and of little if any use 
for pastoral purposes ... The whole of the selections are 
very badly supplied with water which in a very dry season 
must prove a serious detriment to the working of the selec-
tions, the only water of any consequence being in Widgee 
Creek which is even now but a chain of small waterholes. 79 
In style typical of speculators Dunlop's land was transferred to Martin 
Noonan in 1881, who in turn transferred it to Michael John O'Brien in 
1884. 80 William Dunlop had come from New South Wales to take up 4 000 
to 6 000 acres of land under the Queensland regulations. He spent 
nearly eight weeks in the East and West Moreton and Darling Downs 
districts, but without success. Dunlop read in the paper that 80 000 
acres of the Widgee resumption was to be opened for selection on 12 
October 1875. He spent eight days looking at the country before coming 
to Gympie to make out his applications. 8i Similar rugged country was 
held nearby by Ellen Teresa Clapperton as Teresa Vale. Clapperton, 
whose property comprised about 5 000 acres, seems to have been a 
wealthy landholder. This was further evident in 1885 when she returned 
to England owing to the illness of her children. 82 
Numerous independent selectors took up land on the resumed Widgee 
leases. There was a settlement of ex-Gympie miners along the good 
agricultural areas of Glastonbury Creek. These families, mostly Irish 
in background, had accumulated sufficient funds from mining in the 
Gympie field to commence agricultural development on their selections. 
Gympie provided a viable and easily accessible market for their 
produce. 
Other selectors were predominantly speculators. Patrick Lillis of 
78. W. Dunlop, Myravale, Glastonbury Creek, to the Minister for 
Lands, 28 June 1877, Document No. 6932, Selection No. 639, 
LAN/AG301, QSA. 
79. J. R. Warner, Land Office, Gympie to the Under Secretary for 
Lands, Brisbane, 31 July 1877, Document No. 77 554, Selection 
No. 638, ibid. 
80. Transfers for Selection Nos 640, 639, 638 and 647, LAN/AG301, 
QSA. 
81. W. Dunlop to the Minister for Lands, 16 October 1875, Document 
No. 8353D, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
82. H. Tozer, solicitor, Gympie to the Minister for Lands, 10 July 
1885, Document No. 14799, Selection No. 1240, LAN/AG316, QSA. 
80 
Kenilworth station held Portion Nos 596 and 598 along Woonga Creek in 
1879. Later that year, these portions, which comprised nearly 7 000 
acres, were transferred by way of mortgage to the Queensland Investment 
and Land Mortgage Company Limited. 83 portion No. 598 had been selected 
by Michael O'Brien in 1875 and was transferred to Lillis on 8 March 
1879, just six days before it was transferred to the Land and Mortgage 
company. 84 it would appear that Lillis and O'Brien worked as partners 
and were evidently land speculators. 85 when the land around these 
portions was opened to selection on 12 October 1875, there was 
intense competition amongst the station management, small agricul-
turalists - such as John Conway from Glastonbury and John Fitzgerald 
from Boowoogum - and prominent pastoralists and speculators - such as 
Michael O'Brien, Alfred Percy Lord, Robert Stuart Lord, John Mulcahy 
and Henry Edward King - to acquire the excellent land. The successful 
applicants were found by means of ballots. 86 Patrick Lillis purchased 
Walter Markwell's Selection No. 590 on Woonga Creek for 31/- per acre 
in April 1878. 87 Alfred Percy Lord, as manager of the Australian Joint 
Stock Bank in Gympie, was clearly a speculator. 88 Land selected by 
speculators such as H. E. King and the Lords was eventually transferred 
to the Queensland Investment and Land Mortgage Company and the British 
Australasian Trust and Loan Company. This land eventually formed an 
important part of Woolooga station. 8 9 But not all the Woonga and 
Woolooga land was taken by speculators and Widgee station. Selectors 
such as the Wilson family and John Fitzgerald successfully established 
themselves as small-time graziers and farmers. 90 
Some selectors,such as James Meakin who in 1877 selected Portion 
No. 928 at Wodonga in the foothills of the Manumbar Range, were disad-
vantaged by the proclamation of reserves. The boundary of Meakin's 
83. Hart and Power, solicitors, Brisbane to the Minister for 
Lands, Brisbane, 19 April 1879, Document No. 4264H, Selection 
No. 596, LAN/AG300, QSA. 
84. Application to select land and Transfers, Selection No. 598, ibid. 
85. Application to select land. Selection No. 599, ibid. 
86. Applications to select Land, Selection Nos. 585-632, ibid. 
87. GT, 8 April 1878. 
88. Alfred Victor Lord, son of Alfred Percy and Catherine Annie 
Louisa Lord, entry of Baptism, 26 September 1888, St Peter's 
Church of England, Gympie. 
89. Transfers recorded for Selection Nos 761, 610, 730, and 
695, LAN/AG302, 303, 304, QSA. 
90. General observations. Selection Nos. 1165, 1142, 612, 
LAN/AG314, 300, QSA. 
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selection was altered when it was surveyed so as to allow for a reserve 
on Widgee Creek. 9i Despite the distance from their market in Gympie, 
the Meakin family established themselves as general farmers and cheese 
makers. 92 similar problems of survey after selection altering the 
boundaries of land requested by selectors were experienced by Percy G. 
Waller who selected several blocks resumed from Widgee. When his 
Portion No. 951 was surveyed. Waller lost his frontage to Woonga Creek. 
The block, which -comprised 943 acres, was then virtually dry.93 
Feeling that his property was useless. Waller decided to abandon this 
selection in 1878. 94 Waller was evidently a speculator as, despite his 
selections, he spent a period of time in England whilst his properties 
were no doubt managed by bailiffs. 9 5 
Other selectors found their struggle to make the land productive 
too great and sought relief or decided to abandon their selections. 
This was the decision of James Casey, Peter Penman, Jesse Gibson, 
Duncan Burgess, Alfred Grace Alex Brown and George Nunn who selected 
land along Widgee Creek. The selectors found the residence clause of 
the Land Act seriously interfered with their occupations. In 1883 
these selectors offered to surrender their land to the Department of 
Lands in return for a refund of their payments. They suggested that the 
government would find the land more profitable if the timber on the 
blocks was made available to timber-getters. 96 
The effects of the drought and depression in 1878 were blamed for 
the decline in land selected in Queensland, which was below that of the 
previous three years. In that year, the largest area of land, 
91. J. R. Warner, Land Commissioner, Gympie to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, 9 September 1878, Document No. 78.875, 
Selection No. 928, LAN/AG308, QSA. 
92. C. R. Hillcoat, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
93. p. G. Waller, Neusa Vale to the Minister for Lands, 15 
February 1877, Document No. 1957W, Selection No. 951, 
LAN/AG309, QSA. 
94. p. G. Waller, Gympie to the Minister for Lands, 18 April 1878, 
Document No. 78. 2469W, ibid. 
95. p. G. Waller, Neusa Vale to the Minister for Lands, 19 January 
1880, Document No. 779W, ibid. 
96. Petition from the selectors of Selection Nos 1526, 1496, 1528, 
1482, 1481, 1492 and 1489, Maryborough, to the Minister for 
Lands, 23 June 1883, Document No. 11089PA, Selection No. 1481, 
LAN/AG322, QSA. 
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55 332 acres, was selected in the Gympie district. 97 Land Commissioner 
Warner explained that the area of land selected around Gympie in 1879 
was less than one third of that in 1878. He added that this was a 
result of the low price of stock, the unusual wet season and the small 
area of average good land accessible to and within reach of a market. 
Warner also noted that most of the remaining agricultural land avail-
able for selection would include a good deal of useless country. This 
would involve greater expenditure than what was usual. Complaints had 
been received that the high price of land and the high values of 
expenditure required deterred people from selecting land. This was 
especially the case when such land was not within easy reach of 
markets. 9s The demand for land at the Gympie Land Office in 1880 
fluctuated greatly due to the absence of a proper means of transpor-
tation to markets. Most of the good land near the town had been taken 
up by this time. The area selected in 1880 was less than that of 1879, 
partly due to the establishment of extensive timber reserves. 99 it is 
clear that in these crucial years, when much of the resumed land was 
alienated, agricultural selection was disadvantaged. The acquisition of 
grazing freehold by the station and speculators was not inhibited to 
the same extent. 
Indicative of the comparative success of the pastoral industry at 
this time, on 21 October 1880, Broadbent and Williams agreed to extend 
their partnership another ten years after it was due to expire in 1882. 
At the same time, Mondure, a property in the Burnett comprising five 
blocks, was purchased by the company. lOO Broadbent and Williams and a 
third partner, Edward Thomas Homer, trading as Homer and Co. also 
purchased several runs in central Queensland, around Moura. These 
included the runs of Moura, and Capanyan Belmore, East Kianga, 
Ellerslie and Warnoah, acquired in 1874. By 1889, the company owned the 
ten runs which were consolidated to form the Moura Run. loi Other runs 
held by the company in central Queensland included Roundstone which was 
97. "Extract from the report of Mr Warner Land Commissioner, 
Gympie", in Lands Department report, QVP. 1879, Vol. 2, 
p. 217. 
98. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1880, Vol. 2, p. 560. 
99. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1881, Vol. 2, p. 157. 
100. Additional agreement to Indenture between John Broadbent and 
Daniel Williams, Document No. 219706, QTO. 
101. G. Jensen (Ed), Banana Central Queensland : yesterday and 
today. Banana State School, 1974, p. 107. 
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sold in 1881. i°2 These were important years of expansion for the 
owners of Widgee Widgee. 
In the Gympie district, the increase in selections in 1881 was 
attributed to the better communications afforded by the Gympie-
Maryborough railway and the prosperous state of the Gympie goldfield. 
There were numerous new selectors and existing selectors who increased 
their holdings. 103 in some cases, as was the situation on the Darling 
Downs, selectors found their selections too small to function as 
grazing blocks and unsuitable for cultivation. Apparently the govern-
ment had fixed the areas of smaller selections to avoid speculation, 
but this effectively prevented viable use of the land, 104 especially 
since the small land holders had limited capital. Such land was 
commonly taken over by neighbouring stations at very reasonable rates. 
The rapid acquisition of freehold lands and better tenancy 
conditions for leasehold by the pastoralists coincided fairly closely 
with the trend whereby the majority of pastoralists changed over their 
stock from sheep to cattle. In the late 1860s and 1870s this occurred 
in many areas of Queensland, but particularly the wet coastlands, 
tropics and very dry inland. The cattle industry was greatly assisted 
by the rapid increase in local markets due to the gold rushes in 
Queensland, especially that of Gympie. A dramatic increase in demand 
for and value of cattle, chiefly as a result of the sudden increases in 
population due to the gold rushes los and a vitally important market 
for preserved meat overseas, promoted the rapid expansion of the cattle 
industry. The succession of good seasons in the 1870s also facilitated 
this expansion. 106 Between 1870 and 1880 cattle numbers in Queensland 
increased by almost 300 per cent and reached a total of three million 
head. 107 This massive expansion occurred whilst the sheep industry was 
depressed and numbers of sheep actually decreased. 108 in 1874 the 
ratio of cattle to sheep was almost 3:1. By 1880 this figure had 
increased to 12:1. 109 The beef boom brought better security for beef 
102. Ibid, p. 117; 
103. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1882, Vol. 2, p. 643, 
104. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 260-262. 
105. w. R. Johnston, Call of the land, pp. 53-54. 
106. N. Deutscher, "Cattle industry in Queensland", p. 195. 
107. Ibid, p. 193. 
108. N. Deutscher, Cattle industry in Queensland, p. 67. 
109. Ibid, p.71. 
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producers, no Pastoralists were motivated to take up larger new runs 
in more remote areas. This trend continued until the price of cattle 
fell in the late 1870s. m 
Regardless of these developments, there was a general worldwide 
financial decline which began in 1873 and reached its climax in Britain 
in 1878. 112 For Widgee station, this decline came at a critical period 
of its redevelopment. Despite the improvements in the cattle industry 
in the 1870s, cattle production soon far outstripped demand, and the 
disposal of surplus stock became a pressing problem. This was partly 
overcome by droving stock overland to sales in other colonies. Live 
cattle shipments overseas, the preserved and canned meat export trade, 
and boiling down were other alternatives. 113 in the early 1870s, the 
prospects of selling extracts and preserved meats in Britain were 
remote. The British product was well made and the market fully sup-
plied. An increase in the demand for beef was a result of the improve-
ment of living conditions in the industrial towns of Britain. ii4 The 
cattle slump of the late 1870s ended in the early 1880s with the 
improving export markets, accompanied by better seasons, prices and 
increased speculation on station properties. ii5 Expansion of the 
Widgee freehold continued throughout these periods. 
Although it was not apparent at the time, the squatters were 
certainly the greatest beneficiaries of the new Land Code. The Liberal 
concept of creating a small agricultural and grazier class to counter 
the power of the squatters was based upon a theoretical notion, 
certainly not a practical proposition. Many of the supposed agricul-
tural selections made available were too small for the purposes 
intended 116 and would-be farmers still lacked the essential knowledge 
about the land, crops and climate to put their properties to the best 
intensive use. ii7 No export crop had yet been developed, so markets 
for what such properties would produce were very limited. On new 
selections, the usual crops, maize and pumpkins, were hardly profitab-
110. N. Deutscher, "Cattle industry in Queensland", p. 203. 
111. Ibid, pp. 195-198. 
112. D. S. Macmillan, "Scottish Australian Company", p. 472. 
113. N. Deutscher, "Cattle industry in Queensland", pp. 195-198. 
114. D. S. Macmillan, "Scottish Australian Company", p. 473. 
115. N. Deutscher, Cattle industry in Queensland, p. 129. 
116. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", pp. 
251-252. 
117. W. R. Johnston, Call of the land, p. 51. 
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le. 118 The main problem was that of attracting the desired types of 
persons with adequate finances to make a start on the selections. Large 
areas of land fell into the hands of the squatters and speculators. It 
is significant that a limited number of farmers and farmer-graziers 
settled in the Widgee district. Their success was, however, limited 
because the best agricultural and grazing land was monopolized by 
wealthy men. Henry Palmer, member for Maryborough, observed that in his 
district those selectors who took up land under the Land Act of 1868 
had the advantage of choosing from the best available land. Selectors 
under the Act of 1876 had inferior land to choose from and would never 
be able to succeed, he claimed. In many cases they sold out on whatever 
terms they could get. ii9 Some of the desired changes in the nature of 
squatting were effected, in so far as the Acts encouraged squatters to 
discontinue their mere occupation of their properties and make better 
use of smaller areas of land, both leasehold and freehold. 120 
In the absence of realistic markets, the proportion of land under 
cultivation rose only slightly. 121 The small-farmer group existed 
mainly in areas where they could serve the needs of urban communities.122 
In the Gympie district, during the 1870s and 1880s, after the rapid 
population increase due to the gold rush, there was a demand for 
farming and grazing land from miners who wished to settle on the land. 
Resumed portions from pastoral holdings such as Widgee station were 
successfully settled by such selectors, despite the massive areas which 
had been pre-empted, purchased by the surrounding stations, or acquired 
by speculators. The significant competition and struggle amongst the 
station, speculators and independent prospective farmers for control of 
the best land is indicative of the stage of socialization in the 
development of the community. 
Widgee station was faced with a declining leasehold and a limited 
freehold. Despite its efforts to acquire freehold land, it was beyond 
the management's capabilities to select all tlie freehold it required, 
particularly since competition for the best alienated land was quite 
intensive. The Land Act set a definite limit on the area of land which 
could be selected by the pastoral tenant, under the right of pre-emp-
118. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", pp. 251-252, 
119. QPD, 1881, Vol. 35, p. 470. 
120. N. Deutscher, "Cattle Industry in Queensland", p. 200. 
121. W. R. Johnston, Call of the land, p. 54. 
122. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", p. 261. 
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tion and by means of conditional purchases. Broadbent and Williams soon 
reached this limit. By 1878 the freehold land acquired by the station 
was the maximum allowable. No more land was available for acquisition 
by the station through auction, pre-emption or conditional selection. 
The management of Widgee was therefore faced with a further struggle to 
acquire additional freehold land beyond the areas allowed under the 
land regulations. 
Map 3 
The Widgee leasehold in 1883 : 
The Widgee leasehold of 1883 is indicated with the area of 40 
square miles. Land resumed up to this time is marked as the area of 
60 square miles. This shows a substantial increase in closer settle-
ment when compared with the maps following page 21. 
[Widgee station Run File, LAN/AF 1143, QSA.] 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
DUMMYING 
Pastoral stations did not stand by idly whilst others selected 
excellent farming and grazing land. Further secure-tenure lands were 
needed for the stations to maintain their operations. In many dis-
tricts, including that of Widgee, the early Land Acts theoretically 
promoted mixed farming, supplemented by grazing for small-time agricul-
turalists. The failure to find an economically viable crop for small-t-
ime selectors actually proved a definite advantage to the large 
landholders in securing more land, i In bypassing many of the Land 
Act's limitations, particularly that of restrictions in the area of 
land which could be held by one person, the squatters could easily 
acquire further land. 
Acquisition of freehold land by squatters was extensive in most 
Australian colonies. In New South Wales the sale of 39 000 000 acres of 
land increased the number of settlers by only 21 000. The area of 
cultivation was increased by a mere 420 000 acres. In South Australia 
half the area for selection was occupied eventually by only 539 persons 
on estates larger than 5 000 acres. Methods by which squatters acquired 
freehold land included "peacocking", pre-leasing, using reserves, 
securing mining leases, monopolizing auctions and dummying. "Peacock-
ing" involved the squatters acquiring the best land, for example well 
watered areas and water frontages. Other surrounding land would become 
virtually useless if enclosed or with no access to water. By pre-leas-
ing land the squatters reserved adjacent land for their future expan-
sion, thus keeping out selectors. Squatters acquired land surrounding 
reserves for travelling stock and used them almost exclusively. The 
abuse of reserves by pastoralists denied their use to those who most 
needed them. Strategically taken up mining leases on runs also helped 
prevent acquisition of land by selectors. Squatters also acquired 
extensive tracts of land by auction, paying prices beyond those which 
could be afforded by the selectors. Dummying involved the station 
acquiring land which they had arranged for others to select. 2 
Several of these methods were used by Widgee station in acquiring 
1. J. G. Nolan, Bundaberg, pp. 42-43. 
2. I. Wynd and J. Wood, A map history of Australia, Oxford 
University Press, Melbourne, 1964, p. 35. 
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freehold land. Pre-leasing and domination of auctions were important 
procedures but the chief methods used by the station were by means 
of direct dummying and by purchasing lands which had been first 
selected by others. When making selections the station was certain to 
"peacock" the best land. In several instances, the station encouraged 
the proclamation of reserves and "peacocked" selections around them to 
maximise the area of land usable. 
As early as May 1871 the abuse"of dummying was debated in the 
Legislative Assembly. 3 The Homestead Selections Bill of 1872 attempted 
to rectify the failure of the homestead clauses of the Act of 1868 to 
settle small selectors on the land. Homestead selections by the earlier 
Act were limited to 160 acres. Conditional purchase clauses in the s£une 
Act favoured dummying and speculation, with selections to a maaimum 
size of 7 000 acres. The new bill allowed an increase in the size of 
homestead selections to a maximum of 320 acres of pastoral land or a 
mixed selection of pastoral and agricultural land not to exceed 350 
acres. These were larger and considered better suited to enable a man 
to make a living. It was argued that if the small grazier or farmer had 
his property size limited, similar constiaints should apply to squat-
ters. 4 The Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1876 was specifically 
designed as an anti-squatter measure. It decreased the size of selec-
tions and effectively made selections less viable for agriculture.5 
Despite these efforts, dummying continued and in some cases was 
actually facilitated by the new measures. 
In all, the present study has identified up to twenty-four Widgee 
station dummy selectors during the 1870s, 1880s, 1890s and early 1900s. 
The fact that the station used dummies for over thirty years is clear 
indication of the success and durability of this method. Dummies have 
been identified from oral history records, Queensland Votes and 
Proceedings, land selection records and records of freehold land 
transactions. Based upon these sources. Appendices 6 and 8 provide 
quantitative details of the dummying process at Widgee. It is not 
possible to establish the exact dynamics of dummying, although many 
features have been identified and probable courses of action have been 
reconstructed in most cases. 
The possible alternatives for direct dummying were for the 
3. QPDr 1871, Vol. 12, p. 180. 
4. QPD, 1872, Vol. 14, pp. 86-89. 
5. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", pp. 254-255. 
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station to : sponsor individuals to select land, effect improvements, 
fulfil the residential qualifications and transfer the land to the 
station before it was freeholded; sponsor individuals to select land as 
they had in the previous category but arrange for the transfer of land 
after the dummies had gained the freehold tenure; encourage their 
employees to select land with their own or perhaps station finances, 
with the understanding that the land would be eventually purchased by 
or transferred to the station; arrange for nominal selectors who were 
partners of or colleagues of Broadbent and Williams (but who had no 
direct contact with the district) and finance the property acquisition 
in their names, after which the land could be transferred to the Widgee 
proprietors. There was a further category, although perhaps not 
strictly dummying, if the land was not selected with the definite 
intention of eventually transferring it to the station. This was the 
case for land acquired by purchase from speculators and failed graziers 
or farmers. It is possible that some station employees selected land in 
this way so as to provide residences for their families. If they came 
on hard times or decided to leave the district these selections could 
have been acquired by the station. Thomas Mcllwraith also defined the 
latter group as dummies, whether they intended from the outset to 
blackmail the squatters into purchasing their selections or were forced 
by economic failure to do so. Mcllwraith believed that most dummies 
were speculators or commission agents who selected land with the 
intention of selling to moneyed men. 6 This may be termed indirect 
dummying. Mcllwraith was intent on indicating the failure of the Land 
Acts to settle agriculturalists on the land and the success of specula-
tors in securing the land for the moneyed man. These situations 
certainly applied to the Widgee district. 
The seriousness of dummying, as indicated by Mcllwraith, was 
echoed by the Under Secretary for Lands who reported that in 1878, many 
selectors secured land that they could dispose of readily after the 
conditions of selection were fulfilled. At this time it was a common 
practice for such land to fall into the hands of the nearby station 
owners. As a result of this practice, the Lands Department feared that 
closer settlement would not take place if resale remained the principal 
motive for selecting land. 7 Despite this realization, nothing effec-
6. QPD, 1875, Vol. 18, p. 23. 
7. ^ .ands Department report for 1878, QVP, 1879, Vol. 2, p. 217. 
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tive was done to prevent land acquisition by run holders and speculato-
rs. Before the 1890s, most farming in districts such as Widgee was not 
economically viable, so it was a natural process for land to be 
acquired by graziers. 
All of the Widgee station freehold not selected by Broadbent and 
Williams was taken up by one of these methods, although it is not 
possible to establish with certainty which method applied to each 
selection. Appendix 7 details fourteen separate cases of dummying on 
the station. This involved a total of forty-three of the eventual 
sixty-one selections which comprised the station freehold. In so far as 
it is possible, the dummies have been categorized into : station 
employees; speculators; colleagues of the station proprietors; and 
failed selectors. All categories appear to be represented. The follow-
ing dummies have been identified : nine station employees; seven 
speculators; eight colleagues of the station management and one failed 
selector. It should be noted that some dummies could have belonged to 
two or more of the above categories. For instance, station employees 
may have also been failed selectors or speculators and colleagues of 
the station management may have also been speculators. The figures only 
refer to those individuals who held land at some time, either under the 
conditions of selection or by freehold tenure. Bailiffs who occupied 
land for dummy selectors may also be termed dummies, but have not been 
counted in these totals. 8 
Some dummies, such as Jimmy Caulfield, William Wooster, William 
Henry Carroll, John Spicer and John Frederick Atkinson were station 
employees and took up a number of dummy selections over a period of 
years. Broadbent thought very highly of dummies such as Spicer and 
Caulfield, whom he regarded as good honest workers. They provided an 
important source of labour for the station. In recognition of such 
loyality, the dummies were quite favourably treated with a home and 
many of their needs provided. 9 When held by the dummies, there was no 
necessity for the land to be used by the station although in many 
cases notations of land use by the station clearly indicate dummying. 
Dummies sometimes ran their own cattle on the land. This served to 
obscure the process even further. Dummied land was sometimes trans-
ferred to the station after the Certificates of Fulfilment of Condi-
8. See lists of bailiffs in Appendix 6. 
9. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
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tions on Selection had been issued by the Land Commissioner. Another 
method of transfer was by means of a nominal sale after the selections 
had officially been freeholded in the names of the dummies. It is 
possible that when dummied land was purchased by the station, the sale 
price may have reflected necessary reimbursement for the dummy, perhaps 
the value of some improvements effected. Therefore, in cases where the 
station management was responsible for the repayments to the Land 
Office, it would be expected that the price for land when sold may be 
less than the original purchase price. 
Other station freehold land was selected by or transferred to 
influential contacts of Broadbent and Williams, namely William Graham, 
Peter MacPherson and William Forest, all of whom later became members 
of the Legislative Council, lo William Graham was born in Edinburgh in 
1836 and after a secondary school and university education emigrated to 
Moreton Bay, where he arrived in 1855. He gained pastoral experience on 
the Darling Downs before becoming manager for Kent and Wienholt at Jon-
daryan in 1861. Graham owned several pastoral properties on the Downs 
and was a director of the mercantile firm of station agents, B. D. 
Morehead and Co. He was a Member of the Legislative Assembly between 
1875 and 1878, at a time when there was great controversy over his 
involvement with dummying on Jondaryan, n and a Member of the Legisla-
tive Council from 1880 until his death in 1892. 12 Graham was also a 
partner of Daniel Williams in his pastoral investments. 13 For many 
years Peter MacPherson acted as the Brisbane solicitor for Broadbent 
and Co, MacPherson was born in Scotland in 1841 and emigrated to New 
South Wales in 1855. He became a articled solicitor in New South Wales 
in 1864. After moving to Brisbane in 1865, he continued work as a 
solicitor and eventually established himself as a senior partner with 
MacPherson, Green and MacPherson. MacPherson was a Member of the 
Legislative Council from 1881 until his death in 1913. 14 Forrest was 
born in Derry, Ireland in 1835. After training as an engineer he moved 
10. D. B. Waterson, A Biographical register of the Queensland 
Parliament. 1860-1929. Australian National University, 
Canberra, 1972, pp. 61-62, 72, 122. 
11. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 249. 
12. D. B. Waterson, Biographical register of the Queensland 
Parliament, p. 72. 
13. T. W. H. Leavitt, Australian representative men, Messrs 
Alexander Muir and Morcora, Brisbane, 1888, No. 90. 
14. D. B. Waterson, Biographical register of the Queensland 
Parliament, pp. 61-62. 
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to the Victorian goldfields, where he was successful. In 1860, he moved 
to Queensland and became manager of Dawson station. He was later a 
partner in B. D. Morehead and Co. Forrest was also Chairman of Direc-
tors of the Queensland Meat Export and Agency Co. , a position which was 
clearly advantageous for the disposal of Widgee stock. Twice in the 
1880s, Sir Thomas Mcllwraith offered Forrest a government portfolio,15 
clear indication of his association with the most powerful business 
interests in Queensland. Morehead & Co. were for many years agents for 
Widgee station. 16 Boyd Dunlop Morehead was a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly from 1871 to 1880 and from 1883 to 1896 and a Member of the 
Legislative Council from 1880 to 1883 and from 1896 to 1905. He was 
Premier from 1888 to 1890, 17 In 1894 he represented Queensland at the 
Ottawa Conference, Forrest was a member of the Legislative Council from 
1883 until his death in 1903. 18 
The involvement of Graham, MacPherson and Forrest in the manage-
ment of Widgee station was an example of the input of prominent 
political and business identities in the pastoral industry. G. P. 
Taylor argues that up to 1895, the close connection between business 
interests and politics in Queensland, such as that identified in 
relation to Widgee, was relatively widespread. These close family and 
commercial connections were strong influences on government policy 
during that period. Such associations developed during the period in 
which the squatters dominated the parliament, the economy and the 
formulation of land policy. The management of the colony's land 
resources continued to be important concerns during this period.19 
Their interests were also strongly represented in England, where their 
points of view were expressed in the Colonial Office and in the 
government generally. 20 
The domination of government and the economy by such a small and 
closely connected group changed with the expansion of the Queensland 
economy and associated political changes in the 1870s and 1880s. This 
15. Brisbane Courier. 24 April 1903. 
16. A. J. Thynne, Queen Street, Brisbane to the Under Secretary, 
Department of Public Lands, 13 July 1886, Document No. 
17234, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
17. Queensland Parliamentary Library, Queensland Parliamentary 
handbook. Brisbane, 1979, p. 279. 
18. D. B. Waterson, Biographical register of the Queensland 
Parliament, pp. 61-62. 
19. G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics in Queensland", p. 78. 
20. Ibid, pp. 79-80. 
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was brought about by the emergence of two different business groups 
which developed in the 1870s. One group based in Queensland, an exten-
sion of the earlier political-economic clique, was dominated by a small 
number of business politicians formed around the Queensland National 
Bank. The bank was founded in 1872 by several leading economic and 
political figures, including Thomas Mcllwraith. By 1876 it was con-
trolled by members of the emerging Conservative Party and their 
business associates. The second group was based in the southern 
colonies or Britain, not subject to the political control of the 
colony. 21 Clearly the economic association of Daniel Williams, John 
Broadbent, Peter MacPherson, William Forrest, Edward Thomas Homer and 
William Graham was part of the former, dominant, concise, economic and 
political group. Political and economic power was combined when 
Mcllwraith became Premier in 1879 and Morehead assumed the same 
position nine years later. The economic improvement of the 1870s began 
at this time and responded to Mcllwraith's business-oriented economic 
policies. 22 It is significant that the Widgee station freehold was 
acquired during the period when these conditions were prevalent. 
The involvement of members of parliament with Widgee station 
assisted significantly in the successful acquisition and subsequent 
management of the station freehold. It was not uncommon for the station 
to secure preferential treatment in regard to land dealings and general 
business activities. One example of preferential treatment occurred 
when Peter MacPherson's application for Selection No. 630 was being 
considered. The Lands Department in Brisbane attempted to reduce the 
block's frontage with the Mary River. It was proposed to alter the 
portion's northern boundary from the river frontage to the inferior 
watercourse. Hookey Creek. The alteration threatened to reduce the 
grazing quality of the land so that about half the selection would com-
prise inaccessible ranges and dense scrub. MacPherson complained that 
the area awarded to him did not correspond exactly to that for which he 
applied. 2 3 Apparently MacPherson's application incorporated more river 
frontage than that allowed by the Land Act. 24 After his strenuous 
written objections to the alterations and accompanying personal 
21. Ibid, p. 80. 
22. Ibid, p. 81. 
23. P. MacPherson, Brisbane to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
Gympie, 8 November 1875, Selection No. 630, LAN/AG300, QSA. 
24. Y. Williams, Commissioner for Lands, Gympie to Peter 
MacPherson, Brisbane, 24 November 1875, ibid. 
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representations to the Lands Department, no major alterations were 
made. 
The station management used its dummy selectors to ensure that 
they selected the best land. This process was facilitated by the number 
of dummies involved. The acquisition of particularly coveted selections 
was virtually ensured when several dummies competed with other 
selectors. For example, George Sloan's dummy Selection Nos 619 and 658 
comprised some of the most sought-after land in any Widgee resumption. 
The land was so highly regarded that there were numerous ballots 
amongst selectors seeking the same areas. Station representatives 
George Sloan, William Graham, Edward Thomas Homer, Daniel Williams, 
John Broadbent, James Caulfield and Peter MacPherson all "competed" for 
similar portions. Success was ensured for the station which made such a 
determined bid for the land in question. 25 
Widgee, of course, was only a typical case of a run involved in 
the process of dummying. On the Darling Downs in 1876, for instance, 
all the run lessees, except one, used dummies. The dummies on Jondaryan 
were employed by the station as bailiffs and boundary riders. 26 A 
similar situation no doubt existed on Widgee. Dummying was highlighted 
politically when claims were made that the large stations used this 
method of land acquisition to the exclusion of would-be small-time 
agriculturists and graziers. 27 Selectors who sold out, transferred 
lands to squatters or forfeited selections also provided an important 
labour supply for the stations. 2 8 
The conflict involving dummying on the Darling Downs was so 
intense that the government referred it to the Privy Council. It was 
hoped that the Privy Council would support the resumption of dummied 
land so that it could be opened again to free selection. The Council's 
ruling, however, was contrary to expectations, in that the actions of 
the squatters were vindicated. In fact, the Government was identified 
as a law-breaker for continuing to receive rents from selectors who did 
not comply with the conditions of selection. Once the rents had been 
paid and accepted, the government had no legal right to withhold deeds.29 
Owing to the scarcity of evidence, coupled with the ruling by the 
25. Selection File Nos 608-630, LAN/AG300, QSA. 
26. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 236. 
27. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", pp. 254-255. 
28. A. A. Morrison, "Colonial society", pp. 24-26. 
29. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 238-239. 
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Privy Council, it was impossible for the government to take court 
action on dummying. 30 Anti-squatter action against dummying was also 
taken in other areas of Queensland. 3i 
In this examination, freehold land acquisition by the station 
comprised pre-emptive purchases by the station management, conditional 
purchases by the station, purchases at auction, purchases of land from 
others prior to their freeholding and purchases of land from others 
after they had freeholded their land. The sixty-four station freehold 
portions included three pre-empted portions, nine portions purchased at 
auction, five portions acquired by conditional purchase, nine portions 
acquired before their original selectors freeholded them, three 
portions which comprised land purchased as closed roads and thirty-five 
portions purchased after they had been freeholded. All station land 
acquired from others was dummied, except perhaps for the two portions 
selected by Thomas Standen. The respective areas involved and their 
values were as follows : 
Nature of land 
Pre-emptive purchases 
conditional purchases 
purchases at auction 
purchases prior to 
freeholding 
closed roads 
purchases after 
freeholding 
Total 
Area 
572 ac. 
702 ac. 
308 ac. 
2 
3 
3 
8 917 ac, 2 r. 
65 ac, 
27 739 ac. 
2 
0 
30 per, 
23 per. 
Value 
£ 803/00/00 
1 005/10/00 
3 308/00/00 
2 485/15/00 
13/18/08 
11 307/10/00 
46 304 ac. 1 r. 13 per. £18 923/14/08 32 
Total purchases after freeholding for all but one block 3 3 were made at 
a cost of £12 663/15/-. 34 The eventual station freehold was not 
complete until Jimmy Caulfield's last two selections were freeholded in 
1900. The Widgee station freehold became a magnificent pastoral 
property which included some of the finest agricultural and pastoral 
land west of Gympie. The success of the station's dummying is unques-
tionable. It is significant how the station "peacocked" land along the 
valleys of Widgee, Little Widgee, Station and Woonga Creeks and around 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
Lands Department report, QVP, 1879, Vol. 2, pp. 218-219. 
J. G. Nolan, Bundaberg. pp, 50-52. 
See Appendices 6 and 8 and Map 5, following p. 85. 
The sale price of one of the portions. Selection No. 1699 was 
unavailable in the records of the Queensland Titles Office. 
See Appendix 8. 
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the head station and the Brooyar and Woonga out-stations. By acquiring 
the best portions, other selectors were dissuaded from selecting less 
promising land. The station carefully avoided rough mountainous 
country, such as that later selected as Portion Nos Iv, 1491, M. J. 
O'Brien's Myravale selections. Portion Nos 5v, 6v, 9v, lOv, 951, 1526 
and 1528. The camping reserve near the head of Woonga Creek was 
completely surrounded by station land and as such was virtually useless 
to anyone but the station. The acquisition of station freehold in 
Woonga and Brooyar was less successful, although huge areas were 
acquired, mostly in unbroken sections. Selections which eventually 
became part of Woolooga station, such as Portion Nos 598, 590 and 596, 
were serious omissions from Widgee station. Other selections, however, 
such as Portion Nos 1698, 1705, 695, 610 and 1181 acquired by others 
comprised inferior country. 3 5 in general then, the Widgee station 
freehold, together with its adjacent leasehold, was little hindered by 
other landholders in the district. The struggle to acquire-the freehold 
was remarkably successful. 
Resistance to the abuse of dummying came from concerned groups in 
the government. As a result, during 1878, the Deeds of Grant were 
withheld for thirty-two Darling Downs selections held under the Crown 
Lands Alienation Act of 1868. Suspicion of dummying arose from the 
occupation of the land, the ownership of stock upon it and the persons 
who acted as agents for selectors. It was recognized as being extremely 
difficult to prove dummying in a court of law unless the selector 
admitted this. The act of withholding deeds, but continuing to allow 
the selectors' control of the land, was seen as strengthening their 
claim. There was considerable doubt as to the success of other possible 
appeals to the Privy Council. 3 6 At Widgee, where the problem of 
dummying appeared just as serious as cases elsewhere, the disputes 
culminated in a detailed investigation into the process of dummying. 
The scandal of Widgee station dummying was exposed through the 
ill informed gazetting of a timber reserve on Widgee Creek. When part 
of the resumed station land around Woonga Creek was proclaimed open to 
selection on 1 March 1877, 3 7 the Widgee station dummies had already 
35. See Map 5, following p. 86. 
36. Lands Department report, QVP, 1879, Vol. 2, pp. 220-221, 
37. Application by James Smith, Homestead Selection No. 918, 21 
April 1871, "Reserve Widgee Creek", QVP, 1877, Vol. 3, p. 136, 
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selected a considerable quantity of land in this locality. 38 A large 
portion of this land, comprising 2 560 acres between Mt Ghrooman Bille 
and Six Mile Creek, was recommended by the Department of Public Works 
as a timber reserve on 24 March. 3 9 The reserve, recommended by Charles 
Ballinger. Crown Ranger, was supposed to contain ironbark and bloodwood 
timber which was scarce in the neighbourhood and would be needed for 
bridging adjacent creeks and gullies. 40 Although this reserve was not 
gazetted until 10 May, 4i the Land Commissioner in Gympie, John Reid 
Warner, had marked the proposed reserve on maps when the lands were 
thrown open for selection on 17 April. This, he later claimed, had 
deterred applicants from selecting in this area. 42 John Broadbent, 
writing as he put it "purely on public grounds" certainly confirmed 
this deterrent. 4 3 in reality Broadbent's concern was far from the 
public benefit, but clearly self-interest for the benefit of his 
station. Broadbent's interest in the land was unveiled when it was 
revealed that the reserve embraced part of an area of 1 000 acres which 
if not selected had been promised to him, for survey and selection. 44 
The disputes began on 21 April when Charles Rogers and James 
Smith, who it was claimed were both independent, bona-fide, aspiring 
settlers, each applied to select land within the proposed reserve. When 
filing their applications, the men enlisted the support of James G. 
Kidgell M.L.A. for Gympie, who put their circumstances to the Minister 
for Lands, John Douglas. Kidgell claimed that Rogers and Smith were 
both married men with families and up to that time had been endeavour-
ing to select land in the district. He further explained that he and a 
licensed surveyor, Bradbury, both knew the locality well and considered 
that it was most unsuitable for a timber reserve but comprised most 
38. See Appendix 6 and Map 5 following p. 86. 
39. C. B. Whish, Department Public Works, Road Branch, to the 
Chief Commissioner for Crown Lands, Brisbane, 24 March 1877, 
"Reserve on Widgee Creek", QVP, 1877, Vol. 3, p. 135. 
40. C. Ballinger, Crown Ranger, Mooloolah to C. B, Whish, 
Inspector of road surveys, 21 March 1877, "Reserves 
recommended in the Wide Bay," ibid, p. 125. 
41. Proclamation: Reserve for Timber on Wonga Creek, 10 May 1877, 
"Reserve on Widgee Creek", ibid, pp, 140-141. 
42. J. R. Warner, Land Commissioner, Gympie, to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, Brisbane, 25 May 1877, ibid, p. 137. 
43. J. Broadbent, Widgee Widgee to the Minister for Lands 
Brisbane, 9 June 1877, ibid, p. 138, 
44. w. Davidson, Pro Surveyor General, Department of Public 
Lands, Surveyor Branch, Brisbane for the information of the 
Under Secretary for Lands, 3 May 1877, ibid, p. 136. 
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useful agricultural land. 45 The absence of suitable timber on the land 
was confirmed by the Gympie Land Commissioner. 4 6 At meetings of the 
Gympie Land Court on 2 May and 6 June, the applications for the land 
were adjourned, on account of the uncertainty of the reserve. Broadbent 
disputed the validity of the selections, claiming that other prospec-
tive selectors (notably his dummies although he would not admit this) 
should have equal opportunity to select the land, something which was 
previously denied them. 4 7 
Disputes raged amongst the selectors, the station, the Gympie 
Land Commissioner, the Gympie Land Court and the Department of Public 
Lands. Smith and Rogers protested against the delays in confirming 
their selections, while the other intending selectors protested about 
the fact that, unlike Smith and Rogers,they had been denied the oppor-
tunity to apply for the land. 48 At this stage, the dispute was 
complicated by a petition signed by several of Broadbent's dummies and 
a number of his known associates who recommended that the land would be 
more serviceable as a camping reserve. 4 9 This was probably prepared by 
Broadbent in an effort to eject Smith and Rogers from their selections 
and leave the land available for his own purposes. In due course the 
Lands Department agreed that a camping reserve of 320 acres was to be 
retained from the area selected by Smith and Rogers and their selec-
tions adjusted accordingly. 5 0 The timber reserve was cancelled in July 
1877. 51 
Despite the fact that Land Commissioner Warner claimed that 
Broadbent was the only person who had made further inquiry as to the 
45. J, G. Kidgell, Gympie to the Minister for Lands, Brisbane, 21 
April 1877, Document No. 4156K, Selection No. 917, LAN/AG308, 
QSA. 
46. J. R. Warner, Land Commissioner, Gympie to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, Brisbane, 25 May 1877, "Reserve on 
Widgee Creek", QVP, 1877, Vol. 3, p. 137. 
47. J. Broadbent, Widgee Widgee, to the Minister for Lands, 
Brisbane, 9 June 1877, Document No. 6099B, Selection No. 917, 
LAN/AG308, QSA. 
48. "Reserve on Widgee Creek", QVP, 1877, Vol. 3, pp. 137-140. 
49. Petition from John Elworthy, butcher, Gympie, and others, 
Kilkivan, 14 June 1877, ibid, p. 139. 
50. w. A. Tully, Under Secretary, Department of Public Lands, 
telegram to the Land Commissioner, Gympie, 3 July 1877, ibid, 
p. 140. 
51. Proclamation of Timber Reserve, 26 July 1877, ibid, p. 141. 
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availability of the disputed land, 52 the Under Secretary for Lands 
received several claims listing other persons who maintained that they 
had been prevented from applying for the land. A certain Walter 
Markwell stated that he had enquired about the land, but was told by 
the Land Commissioner that it was not open to selection. When he heard 
that the land had been selected, he considered that something "crooked" 
had occurred in the Land Office. 53 By 24 July, the documents produced 
as a result of the dispute began to be printed in the government Votes 
and Proceedings, thus making details of the situation more widely 
available. 54 This had the effect of provoking and intensifying the 
dispute. 
As a result of these developments, a petition was sent to the 
Lands Department detailing important aspects of the apparent injustice. 
The signatories claimed that as there was no notification to the public 
that the land was open for selection it was unfairly taken up by Smith 
and Rogers. They.urged the department to cancel the selections and have 
the land opened to selection again, in full competition. The petition-
ers sought a full investigation into how this "injustice" occurred, or, 
"no confidence can be placed on information received at the Land Office 
if not carried out." Signatories included known station dummies, Thomas 
Rose and W. H. Carroll, and large land holders from the district, 
including Ellen T. Clapperton of Theresavale, W. H. McClymont of 
Amamoor, Patrick Lillis of Kenilworth and William Dunlop of Myravale. 55 
Smith and Rogers gained knowledge of the undercurrent against 
them and stated the facts as they saw the situation. In their strongly-
worded letter, Broadbent was directly accused of organizing the wide-sp-
read dummying and determined efforts to prevent genuine prospective 
selectors from taking up land in the district. The writers claimed they 
could supply the names of nearly twenty persons who were dummies for 
Widgee station and whose selections were used for the ordinary require-
ments of the lessees of Widgee. Smith and Rogers complained that every 
52 J. R. Warner, Land Agent, Gympie to the Under Secretary for 
Lands, Brisbane, 1 August 1877, "Reserves on Widgee Creek", 
ibid, pp. 143-145. 
53. W. Markwell, Gympie to the Secretary for Lands, 20 July 
1877, Document No. 7791M, Selection No. 917, LAN/AG308, QSA. 
54. "Reserve on Widgee Creek ", QVP, Vol. 3, 1877, pp. 133-141. 
55. Petition, A. Matthew, and others, Gympie to the Secretary for 
Lands, Brisbane, 8 August 1877, Document No. 8943P, Selection 
No. 917, LAN/AG308, QSA. 
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possible effort was being made by the lessees of Widgee to prevent them 
selecting the land. They hoped that the public would be made fully 
aware of the efforts of the station to acquire valuable land by means 
of dummying. The Widgee land was viewed as the nearest suitable land on 
which Gympie miners could be settled. Since a large resumption was made 
in 1875 it was noted that : 
...the lands then thrown open passed into the hands of a few, 
and with a few exceptions remain as much "waste lands" now as 
they were before. 5 6 
It was at this stage that Smith and Rogers claimed they became aware of 
the alleged inquiries made by Broadbent about selecting the land, the 
subsequent petition to have the land thrown open to all comers and the 
petition for a camping reserve. The selectors claimed that because 
there were a large number of camping reserves in the locality, the 
reserve associated with their land was unnecessary. It was viewed 
merely as an attempt to tie the land up for the benefit of the station. 
They also claimed that the petition for the camping reserve was taken 
around by a hireling of John Broadbent and included the names of a few 
miners at the Rise and Shine Mine near Kilkivan, selectors from near 
Gympie and dummies of Widgee station, none of whom had any real 
interest in the reserve. They added : 
This Widgee run which was capable of attracting and sustain-
ing a large population is really in the hands practically of 
the lessees. Every available friend and hireling on or near 
the station and others we can also name, have been used to 
"dummy" large areas upon this run in fact we assert boldly 
that there is not a run in the Central Districts & we believe 
anywhere in the Colony of Queensland in which there is more 
dummied land than at Widgee. 5 7 
The selectors requested a full inquiry into the matter. They con-
tributed their opinion of Broadbent's plan in promoting the reserve : 
It's not an unusual dodge for squatters to get reserves made 
of lands valuable to themselves, they make a feeble protest, 
either put in an application or make enquiries when they know 
well the land is reserved or about to be so, and go away well 
satisfied with a rejected application, for say they, "We can 
use this land its a reserve, if that bubble bursts it will 
have to be thrown open to all and we can buy. 5 8 
56. J. Smith and Charles Rogers, Gympie to the Minister for Lands, 
Brisbane, 17 September 1877, Document No. 9946R, ibid. 
57. Ibid. 
58. Ibid. 
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Counter accusations were made in October 1877, through Broad-
bent's initiatives to encourage a witness, Charles Robinson, to state 
that Smith and Rogers were in fact dummies themselves for other large 
landholders. Robinson also claimed that he had inquired about the land 
after it had been opened for selection. He claimed to have travelled 
from Bundaberg and paid a man £2 to show him the Widgee run. Robinson 
claimed that Smith and Rogers did not see the land before selecting it, 
but dummied the land for two wealthy Gympie speculators. He added that 
Smith and Rogers were labouring men and would never afford the required 
payments of £50 per year rent for their land. 59 
As a result of these continuing disputes, on 9 May 1878, William 
Henry Walsh moved in the Legislative Assembly that a select committee 
be appointed to inquire into and report on the several verbal and other 
applications for land on what became known as the Widgee Creek Timber 
Reserve. In the debate following the moving of the motion, the Premier, 
John Douglas, who was the former Minister for Lands, and James Kidgell 
felt that they should join the Committee. Both men were concerned with 
accusations of self-interest in the dispute. Douglas was concerned 
about his questionable support for John Broadbent, particularly in 
promising the land to him and having the land proclaimed a reserve. 
Kidgell felt uneasy about his misguided support for Smith and Rogers. 
60 The Committee sought to identify whether by proclaiming the reserves, 
deliberate attempts had been made to prevent settlement and by a 
subterfuge to block-off small selectors from occupying valuable land. 
Subsequent efforts to discourage Smith and Rogers were also to be ex-
amined. 61 
The Select Committee met in May, June and July 1878. 62 gven with 
the thorough investigation of the Committee, it is impossible to 
determine exactly what transpired in the course of the dispute. 
Apparently Charles Ballinger, a temporary crown employee, may have been 
induced by John Broadbent to recommend the reserve to the government. 
Ballinger's evidence is inconsistent with that of C. E. Bradbury, who 
59. C. Robinson, Cobb's Camp, Gympie Road to the Minister of 
Lands, 4 October 1877, Document No. 11151.R, ibid. 
60. QPD, 1878, Vol. 25, p. 163. 
61. Ibid, p. 167. 
62. "Report of the Select Committee on applications for land on 
the Widgee Creek Timber Reserve together with the minutes of 
evidence and the proceedings of the committee", QVP, 1878, 
Vol. 2, pp. 231-235. 
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had a permanent working position as a contract surveyor for the 
government. 63 it is clear that some time earlier, Broadbent gained 
favour from the then Minister for Lands, John Douglas, who agreed to 
allow him to select 1 000 acres of what later became the disputed land. 
This was to be made available to Broadbent if it was not otherwise 
selected. 64 By proclaiming the land as a temporary timber reserve, 
prospective settlers would be dissuaded from selecting the land. 
Eventually when it was found that the land was unsatisfactory for a 
timber reserve, the reserve could be cancelled and Broadbent, who would 
have had use of the land in the interim, could acquire it as a selec-
tion, without competition. His plan was foiled, however, by the 
applications of Smith and Rogers. 
The whole dispute could be traced to two happenings : 
(1) The unwitting and unquestioning acceptance by the Land's Office 
clerk of the two applications for the Land. Gympie Land Commissioner, 
John Reid Warner would have probably disallowed the applications or at 
least dissuaded the applicants from applying until the position 
regarding the reserve was settled; 
(2) The ill-conceived recommendation by Charles Ballinger of the land 
for a Timber Reserve. 
When witnesses were examined before the Committee, the situation 
of dummying on the station was particularly examined. According to Land 
Commissioner Warner, by May 1878, there was quite a large settlement on 
what was once the Widgee run, with a fair proportion of the selections 
occupied. Warner gave his version on Widgee station dummying in the 
following question sequence : 
By the Chairman, W. H. Walsh : 
Q. Do you believe it is a bona fide settlement that is going 
on there? 
A. I do. 
Q. By the Minister for Lands: Have many persons on the run 
selected? 
A. Yes, a great many. 
Q. Has the clerk or book-keeper made a selection? 
A. The book-keeper has. (This refers to J. F. Atkinson, 
bookkeeper for the station.) 
Q. Of how many acres? 
A. Close on 3,000 acres. 
Q. Has any stockman selected? 
63. Ibid, pp. 235-239, 257-262. 
64. w. M. Davidson, Pro Surveyor General to the Under Secretary 
for Lands, 3 May 1877, "Reserve on Widgee Creek", QVP, 1877, 
Vol. 3, p. 136. 
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A. Yes; one of the name of Caulfield. 
Q. Is he a stockman there now? 
A. I am not aware whether he is in that position there now, 
but he was. 
Q. What is his selection? 
A. Over 4,000 acres. 
Q. Do you know of any others who are employed on the run? 
A. I believe a man named Standen was. 
Q. What is he? 
A. A blacksmith - I am now speaking from hearsay. 
Q. How much has he selected? 
A. 1,000 acres. 65 
Three dummies identified elsewhere in this study 66 were recognized in 
this question sequence. James Kidgell also identified some attributes 
of the process of dummying : 
By Mr Macrossan : 
Q. I think you said that if this land had been thrown open it 
would have gone to the pastoral lessee? 
A. I think so myself. I anticipated that it would, because 
the pastoral lessee would bid higher. 
Q. What do you mean by bidding higher? 
A. At auction. 
Q. But this was thrown open for selection? 
A. I will tell you another reason; because the station is so 
notoriously dummied from one end to the other, that I an-
ticipated this land would go in the same way. 
Q. Can you guarantee that it will not go into the hands of 
the pastoral lessee still? 
A. No; of course not, I do not know anything about it. I 
cannot tell how it will go, that depends on the final 
decision of the Lands Office. 6 7 
This evidence indicates Kidgell's view of the lamentable success of 
Widgee station's acquisition of freehold land. 
Broadbent's desire to retain the disputed land was undoubtedly 
due to the fact that it formed an integral part of his station paddock 
complex. He referred to it as "my paddock". Broadbent was determined to 
retain the land and its improvements at any cost - hence his proposal 
to John Douglas to have the land added to that being surveyed for 
auction purposes. 6 8 when Broadbent was questioned before the Select 
Committee, he claimed Walter Markwell had intended to apply for the 
65. J. R. Warner, Evidence, questions 212 - 224, Widgee Creek 
timber reserve Select Committee report, QVP, 1878, Vol. 2, 
p. 244. 
66. See Appendix 7. 
67. J. G. Kidgell, Evidence, questions 474-477, Widgee Creek 
timber reserve Select Committee report, QVP, 1878, Vol. 2, pp. 
251-252. 
68. J. Broadbent, Evidence, questions 551-558, ibid, p. 254. 
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disputed land before the reserve was marked. He was not employed by the 
station but had a home on Widgee, where he lived. 69 Markwell was 
probably a speculator, as his large Portion No. 590,comprising 1711 
acres between Woonga and Widgee Creeks, was later acquired by the 
revived Woolooga station. 
Contrary to the opinions of Warner and surveyor Bradbury, 
Broadbent, who stated that the timber on the reserve consisted of 
ironbark, bloodwood and gum, claimed Ballinger made a responsible 
decision in recommending the timber reserve. He explained that a good 
deal of the fencing which had been erected on Widgee, was cut on this 
reserve. 7 0 Questions regarding dummying were posed to Broadbent in the 
following manner : 
Questioned by Mr Bailey : 
Q. A statement was made by a witness in this inquiry that the 
Widgee Widgee Station is so notoriously "dummied" from one 
end to the other that the witness anticipated that this 
reserved land would go in the same way; can you give any 
explanation of this statement? 
A. I cannot give any explanation, 
Q. Is there any truth in it? 
A. I am not aware that there is more dummying there than 
anywhere else; I really do not know what people do. 7i 
Broadbent's replies were certainly not illuminating, but he could 
hardly be expected to reveal much about the nature of his dummying 
activities. Charles Rogers was questioned directly about the Widgee 
station dummies and in particular was asked to identify those who 
signed the petition of 14 June 1877 : 
Questioned by Mr Bailey : 
Q. I only wish to refer you to a statement in a letter 
regarding a petition which had been sent. You say "it was 
taken around by a hireling of Mr Broadbent's. It bears the 
signature of a few miners at the 'Rise and Shine', and 
selectors nearer Gympie, who can have no possible interest in 
the matter, and nearly all the others are dummies for the 
lessees," Can you tell us who that hireling was? 
A, Yes; it was taken round by Mr. Elworthy. 
Q. It is signed by Thomas Rose. Is he a miner or a dummy? 
A. A dummy. 
Q. It is signed by J. J. Roberts, residence, "Kilkivan 
Station": is he a dummy or a "Rise and Shine" miner? 
A. A dummy. 
Q. It is signed by Alfred A. Braysher. Is he a dummy, or a 
"Rise and Shine" miner? 
A. A dummy. 
69. Ibid, questions 594-599, pp. 255-256, 
70. Ibid, questions 584-599, 610, pp. 255-256. 
71. Ibid, questions 608-609, p. 256. 
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Q. It is signed by "William Frazer, butcher. Rise and Shine." 
Is he a dummy or a miner? 
A. He is a dummy. 
Q. It is signed by Michael Markey, storekeeper, Kilkivan. Is 
he a dummy or a miner? 
A. A dummy. 
Q. James J. G. Caulfield; is he a dummy? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Thomas Standen, selector; is he a dummy? 
A. Yes. 72 
The questions then sought Rogers' ideas on the nature of dummying : 
Questioned by Mr Bailey : 
Q. What is a dummy in you opinion? 
A. A person who has taken up land for others in his own name. 
Q. Do you know Thomas Standen? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Are you able to state that he has done this? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Are you able to state that Caulfield has done this? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Can you tell us for whom Standen dummied? 
A. For the lessee of Widgee. 
Q. And Caulfield for the same person? 
A. Yes. 
Q. For whom did Thomas Rose dummy? 
A. For Mr Broadbent. 
Q. Do you personally know J. J. Roberts? 
A. Yes. 
Q. For whom has he dummied? 
A. The same person. 
Q. Do you know Fraser personally? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And for whom has he dummied? 
A. The same man. 
Q. And Markey? 
A. Yes. 73 
Rogers identified seven of Broadbent's dummies from the signatories of 
the petition for the camping reserve. Some of the dummies listed by 
Rogers have not been identified from other records. Possibly they may 
have been involved as dummies for short periods of time and have not 
been recorded in other official documents. It is interesting to note 
that Rogers failed to identify several other known station dummies such 
as Mark Hobson Byrne, John F. Atkinson, F. H. Adams, George Sloan, John 
Spicer, W. H. Carroll, E. T. Homer and Peter MacPherson. At this stage, 
July 1878, it is significant that the full extent of dummying on the 
72. Charles Rogers, Evidence, questions 907, 909-913, 932-934, 
ibid, pp. 264-265. 
73. Ibid, questions 939-950. 
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station could not have been apparent. Although forty-seven of the 
original sixty-four selections had been taken up, none of the dummied 
portions had been transferred to the station and the only land which 
had been freeholded was the nine auction blocks. 
The effects of the Select Committee's deliberations were certain-
ly not profound. Although much of the extent and seriousness of Widgee 
station dummying was exposed, the Committee and the Legislative 
Assembly were powerless and unwilling to provide a remedy. Dummying and 
station purchases of land continued. On 18 July 1878 the Committee 
chairman made his report to the Legislative Assembly. The Committee was 
of the opinion that ordinary steps had been taken by the Gympie Lands 
Office for intimating to the public that a portion of the lands in 
question had been made a reserve. It was found that Rogers knew little 
about the application in his name. The Committee seemed convinced that 
both Smith and he were dummies themselves for Patrick Rogers and 
another man named Mougan. It was recommended that the land be thrown 
open to the public generally for homestead selections. 74 The recom-
mendations of the Committee were eventually adopted in the Assembly on 
15 August 1878. 75 It is quite significant to note that in January 1879 
the bulk of the land lost by Smith and Rogers was selected as Portion 
No. 1194 by William Wooster, one of Broadbent's dummies. 76 other dummy 
selections followed, eventually surrounding the camping reserve, the 
land which Broadbent claimed he had no interest in acquiring! 
Donald Dignan claims that squatters in the lower Burnett were 
bitterly accused by their opponents of barring the way for small 
farmers and grazing selectors. He argues that the actual barriers were 
economic and technological rather than social. The squatters opposed 
the Liberal Party's land legislation, not because they were hostile to 
agricultural settlement, but because the legislation promoted specula-
tion which did nothing to promote agricultural settlement and seriously 
disrupted the pastoral industry. The squatters were successful in the 
end. Immigrant selectors floundered and were forced to sell out to the 
squatters. Squatters did not want to tie up their capital in purchasing 
freehold from the government but preferred to take over selections from 
74. Widgee Creek timber reserve Select Committee report, QVP, 
1878, Vol. 2, p. 229. 
75. QPD, 1878, Vol. 36, pp. 1137-1138. 
76. Application by William Wooster to select land, 14 January 
1879, Selection No. 1194, LAN/AG315, QSA. 
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unsuccessful agriculturalists, from whom they could be gained more 
cheaply. Dummies were either sought by the squatters or blackmailed the 
squatters into using them. The success of dummying saved the important 
pastoral industry from prolonged dislocation. It also provided employ-
ment for immigrants who were unable to become successful agricul-
turalists. The failure of farming and closer pastoral settlement was 
the result of inadequate capital and technological shortcomings of 
small settlers. 77 
A similar situation certainly existed at Widgee. In the early 
1870s when the first land became available around Widgee, there were 
few genuine agriculturalists who selected land. Accordingly the best 
land was soon acquired by Widgee station and other speculators. By 
1877, when good land was difficult to find in the locality, there were 
some aspiring agriculturalists who were despondent because of the 
scarcity of agricultural land for selection. This was despite the fact 
that there was still no viable agricultural product. The station was 
seen as the villain, although its process of freeholding was commenced 
at a time when it was competing with speculators for land. In 1870s the 
station was clearly justified in ensuring its survival by freeholding. 
These findings confirm Don Dignan's beliefs when he questions the 
commonly held belief that pastoralists were selfish land grabbers who 
delayed Queensland's progress towards a democratic social order. This 
was an extremist view advanced by the Liberals who opposed the 
squatters. 78 The fact that Widgee station had no real desire to 
acquire extensive freehold land immediately as it became available is 
quite apparent. Although the first resumptions became available for 
selection in 1869, it was not until June 1872 that competition for land 
and the threat of losing their leasehold forced the station to commence 
its freeholding program in earnest. Land legislation, aimed at encourag-
ing the small settler agriculturalist, was ignorant of economic realiti-
es. The squatters were certainly not responsible for the alienation of 
the crown lands which failed to achieve the main aim of promoting the 
free settlement of agriculturalists. Alienation schemes commonly made 
77. D. K. Dignan, Economic and social development in the Lower 
Burnett, 1840-1960 : A regional study with special reference 
to Kolan Shire and the Gin Gin district, MA thesis. University 
of Queensland, 1962, pp. i-v. 
78. D. K. Dignan, "Mcllwraith and the squatters". Historical 
Society of Queensland journal. Vol. 4, December 1950, 
pp. 412-413. 
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land available to "laud sharks" and speculators, 7 9 Many of these have 
been identified in the Widgee district. 
Widgee station was determined to survive the threat of closer 
settlement and did so quite successfully. The station had a moral right 
to survive, although the methods used and the extent of station 
freeholding may have prevented some agricultural settlement in the 
area. It is certain that station dummying prevented larger tracts of 
land being acquired by speculators. Indeed some ot the station dummies 
appear to have been speculators. The intensity of speculation in the 
district is also indicated by the acquisition of land which formed the 
revived Woolooga station. Most of this land was initially acquired by 
speculators. Despite the prevalence of dummying and speculation, 
however, there was significant agricultural settlement closer to the 
important market of Gympie. It could therefore be argued that the 
Widgee land was less desirable for agricultural settlement, limited as 
it was without well developed markets, and that it would have been 
taken up by speculators if the station had not defended its own 
interests. The large size of many selections which made them too 
expensive for the ordinary selector is definite verification of this 
occurrence. To the station, the biggest threat was not agricul-
turalists, but speculators. Widgee station had faced many threats in 
its time and in each case met these obstacles with determined and 
successful action. The challenge to convert its holding to freehold 
land was no exception. 
79. Ibid. 
CHAPTER SIX 
THE WORKING OF THE STATION 
The struggle for control of the freehold land at Widgee, the 
initial instability in the developing community and increased financial 
commitment by land holders to lending institutions were all key 
features of the stage of socialization in community development as it 
continued during the late 19th century. Increased borrowing applied to 
the station, speculators and independent selectors alike, as their 
respective degrees of financial commitment escalated. As more of the 
alienated land was acquired, a growing sense of stability began to 
pervade the area. The rate at which this stability became evident was 
determined by the success of the local industries. By the 1880s, these 
comprised mainly the pastoral and timber industries. Some agricultural 
products, such as butter, corn, oats and potatoes, with significant 
increases in output since the 1870s, indicated the growth of farming in 
the district, i 
After the cattle slump of the late 1870s, the better seasons and 
improved export markets promoted economic recovery in the early 1880s.2 
In March 1882, Widgee station was carrying 190 head of horses and 6 900 
head of cattle, 3 fewer stock than were carried in the "open range" 
days of the leasehold in the 1860s, but still a sizable number. Jack 
Camm maintains that the growth in demand for meat in Britain during the 
second half of the nineteenth century acted as a catalyst for the 
development of the export beef industries in many new world countries. 
The market was sought during and after the 1880s, in a period of trial 
and failure. In the following decade the colony finally became a sig-
nificant exporter of frozen beef. This occurred during a sustained 
period of growth in cattle numbers and provided a market for the 
surplus quantities of stock which had begun to emerge since the slowing 
of colonial population growth after the cessation of state-aided 
immigration. 4 The improved beef markets, in the absence of extensive 
1. Statistics, QVP, 1881, Vol. 1, p. 1076; compared with 1876, 
Vol. 2, p. 706. 
2. N. Deutscher, Cattle industry in Queensland, p. 129. 
3. Memorandum, Clerk of Petty Sessions, Gympie to Chief Inspector 
of Stock and Brands, Document No. 82.256, Private Gympie 
Historical Society collection. 
4. J. C. R. Camm, "The Queensland frozen beef industry", 
Australian geographer. Vol. 16, 1984, pp. 29-30. 
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agricultural development, provided a continuing moral just^ if icat ion for 
the acquisition and maintenance of the Widgee freehold. 
Until 1871, the station was totally a leasehold property. Between 
1872 and 1876, 30 703 acres were acquired under the various selection 
leasehold conditions of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1868. 5 jp 
1877, the first station land was freeholded. This area comprised 3 408 
acres. At this stage, the station land comprised three forms of tenure 
: pastoral leasehold; selection leasehold; and freehold. Further land 
was available on a short-term basis with arrangements made to depasture 
stock on the unselected areas of the resumed portions of the run. The 
years 1875-1877 are now recognized as a crucial period for the station, 
because in that time thirty-eight of the eventual sixty-four station 
portions were selected. By 1882, station land held as freehold exceeded 
that held under the selection leases. By the following year, the 
freehold component exceeded the combined areas held under pastoral 
leases and selection leases. 6 within the ten year period from 1872, 
the station was transformed to a predominately freehold estate. 
Successful as this transformation appeared, these efforts paled before 
those made on the Darling Downs where squatters eventually manipulated 
their pre-emptive right to gain virtually complete possession of their 
runs. 7 Many acres of useful land were forsaken by Widgee station 
because of competition with speculators and independent selectors. 
The security of tenure that freeholding provided the station far 
outweighed the benefits of maintaining large areas of leasehold. In 
essence, the efforts to maintain the use of a large area of leasehold 
allowed the station to continue its operations while the freehold was 
acquired. This was a vital transitional period from total leasehold to 
total freehold tenure. While the leasehold was being reduced and the 
freehold extended, the station was fortunate that the licence to 
depasture stock on unselected portions of the resumed sections of 
Widgee was renewed annually. This was still being approved as late as 
1886,when the area available was estimated at 4 square miles and allowed 
5. This figure, calculated from Appendix 6, includes land held by 
dummies. See also Appendix 11. 
6. See Appendix 11. 
7. B. Kingston, "Queensland's comprehensive land policy", pp. 5-6. 
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at a rate of £2 per square mile. " Alienation of land provided greater 
security for the investor who held a mortgage over freehold land. This 
was also a much greater incentive for the mortgagor to repay his debt. 
For many stations the considerable expenses involved in the purchase 
of freehold land could only be met by advances from banks which gained 
a firmer control on the pastoral industry as a result. 9 Many squatters 
lost their economic freedom in this way. lo Widgee station was for-
tunate that the wealthy Daniel Williams continued to finance the 
acquisition of the freehold, although the station became more and more 
in debt to him, as more capital funding was necessary. 
The ultimate success of dummying in extending the station 
freehold from 9 647 acres 2 roods and 30 perches n to a total of 46 
304 acres 1 rood and 13 perches ensured the consolidation of station 
operations for the future. 12 Freeholded land required extensive 
improvements to ensure maximum usage of the available areas. Improve-
ments effected on the selections which eventually comprised the station 
included : 
fencing £6 809/12/09 
stockyards 1 139/15/00 
dwelling houses 2 459/12/09 
general improvements 807/00/00 13 
ringbarking 25 318 ac. 
clearing 642 ac. 2 r. 
farming 98 ac. 1 r. 
These extensive improvements, totalling £16 842/18/3, represent a 
8. Broadbent and Williams of Widgee Widgee, Right to 
depasture stock under the Crown Lands Act of 1884, 12 May 
1886, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
9. D. K. Dignan, "Mcllwraith and the squatters", pp. 414-416. 
10. Ibid, p. 419. 
11. Total area acquired as pre-emptive, conditional, auction and 
closed road purchases. See Appendix 6. 
12. This figure neglects several minor sales of subdivisions of 
land. See Appendices 6 and 8. 
13. "General improvements" includes farm buildings, such as 
meathouses, out houses blacksmith shops, saddle rooms, pig-
sties, dairies etc. 
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considerable expense. 14 It is significant to note that fencing, 
clearing and ringbarking were the most expensive improvements. These 
types of improvements to the various station paddocks enabled Broadbent 
and Co. to make maximum use of the available land. Fencing also had the 
advantage of allowing managers to pay more attention to better breeding 
and other stock improvements. 15 Since the 1860s, a new system of using 
fences and boundary riders enabled the pastoral areas to be worked more 
intensively and effectively. This revolutionised the industry. Fencing 
was steadily introduced during the 1870s to such an extent that by 
1875 it was estimated that the introduction of restricted grazing, by 
means of fencing, had reduced labour costs by as much as 80 percent. 
Fencing, however, did require the outlay of large amounts of money 16 , 
as the proprietors of Widgee had found. Proof that the station's chief 
interest was in pastoral pursuits is given in the low level of agricul-
tural land use. The value of dwelling houses includes dwellings on 
twenty-nine portions. These provided valuable shelter for station 
employees required to camp out and homes for station employees and 
their families. 
For a period of time, probably in the 1870s, the station employed 
a number of Chinese coolies as ringbarkers along Widgee Creek. i7 Much 
of the fencing, clearing and ringbarking work was performed by itiner-
ant workers such as Francis Hunt who was employed fencing on steep 
country near the Groggy (later selected as Portion No. 2v, Parish of 
Widgee). Hunt and his companion, Sam Roberts, were engaged in a very 
difficult fencing proposition, cornering off a portion there. Roberts 
was prone to fits. When they were using mauls and wedges to split posts 
14. See Appendix 6. Improvements were recorded on portions where 
they were necessary as a condition for freeholding. No 
improvements have been recorded for the unconditional por-
tions, nine auction blocks and seven blocks taken up with 
volunteer certificates, although improvements must have been 
effected on each of these portions to allow for effective 
management of stock. It is important to note that these 
calculations have been made mostly from the inspection 
reports of Bailiffs of Crown Lands and were made at different 
times for different portions over a period of more than twenty 
years. Most inspections, however, were made between 1879 and 
1890. It is reasonable to assume that the improvements listed 
for the respective portions do represent the majority of 
improvements effected both before and after freeholding. 
15. D. S. MacMillan, "The Scottish Australian Company", p. 471. 
16. Ibid, p. 462. 
17. E. G. Janke, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
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up the mountainside, tlie wedges would sometimes jump out of logs which 
Roberts was attempting to split. In response, he would sometimes pitch 
his maul and wedges away and sit down to sulk for an hour or so before 
collecting his tools and resuming work. Hunt would continue his work 
regardless. Many distinctive characters were the products of the 
Australian bush. Not all these characters filled the role of the 
legendary bushman. Traumas of bush life were frequently destructive of 
mental health, as was the case for Roberts. 18 
After the gold rushes there were large numbers of unemployed 
people in the country and the cities. Workers were at the mercy of the 
employers as regards their working and living conditions, quite 
different to the situation beforehand, when labour was in such short 
supply. Rates of pay were variable according to the whims of the 
employers. As a result, disputes between employee and employer were 
common, i9 Although living conditions on Widgee station were quite 
basic over the years, it is evident that there was considerable job 
satisfaction. This is indicated by the persistence of many of the 
station employees. It is clear that by the 1890s the living conditions 
on Widgee station had improved substantially. Such a development was 
evidently a result of employees reaping the benefits of accommodation 
improvements effected on dummy selections. 
Included in the station freehold were extensive areas of agricul-
tural and first class pastoral land. The relative areas and values of 
the various classes of land (although these were not accurate descrip-
tions at the time the land was assessed, soon after the respective 
portions were selected) were : 
Classification of area value 
land 
ac. r. per. 
agricultural land 1 301.0.00 £ 975/11/00 
first class pastoral land 7 964.0.00 4 675/06/08 
second class pastoral land 33 017.2.23 9 685/03/04 
Totals 46 238.2.23 £ 19 245/07/00 20 
18. A. Hunt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
19. A. Laurie, "The shearers' and bushworkers' strike of 1891", 
Historical Society of Queensland journal, Vol. 3, No. 2, 
October 1940, p. 81. 
20. See Appendix 6. Not all the land was classified according to 
the three ratings above, hence the discrepancy between the 
subtotals and the totals. 
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As the selections or, as they were later termed, station paddocks w^ -re 
further improved, their values and quality of classification increased 
accordingly. 
While the freehold was being acquired, the station leasehold 
remained an integral part of the stock management system developed 
during the 1870s, 1880s and 1890s. In July 1884 Broadbent and Co. 
applied for a renewal of their lease for Widgee Widgee, which Lhey 
estimated at 8 square miles. 21 when the lease was appraised, however, 
it was found to contain 40 square miles, still further indication of 
the inaccurate calculations of leasehold areas. It was noted that half 
the run was unsuitable for grazing because it was comprised of very 
high mountains, too steep for stock to feed on and the tops of which 
were covered with dense scrub. The carrying capacity was estimated as 
600 head of cattle per year, and was very small compared to the extent 
of the country. 22 PQJ, the new ten year lease, the rent rose to £80 a 
year. 2 3 
In March 1883 the station successfully applied for a lease of 
the Mia Mia run, comprising 16 square miles of country, chiefly in the 
Black Snake Range west of the head station. The rent was fixed at £32 
per year. 24 i^ , August 1885 Broadbent and Co. applied to bring their 
Mia Mia and Widgee Widgee runs under the provisions of the Crown Lands 
Alienation Act of 1884. Accordingly, the runs were consolidated. The 
station management applied for a resumption of 34 square miles to the 
south-west of the homestead and a lease of 30 square miles to the 
north-west of the homestead. 2 5 
In an effort to equalize the division, a request came from the 
Brisbane agents of Widgee Widgee, Messrs. B. D. Morehead and Co., to 
include in their lease an area of 1 280 acres opposite the home station 
on Station Creek.This area had been reserved for a township in 1879 and 
since that time had been used and improved considerably by the station. 
21. Application for renewal of lease, Widgee Widgee, 1 July 1884, 
LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
22. G. L. Golden, Appraisement of run, 7 January 1885, Document 
No. 00498, ibid, 
23. Application for renewal of Widgee Widgee lease, 14 January 
1885, ibid. See Appendix 5 and Map 3 following p. 86. 
24. Application to Lease a Run of Crown Lands in the Settled 
District of Wide Bay, 5 March 1883, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. See 
Appendix 9. 
25. Application by John Broadbent and Daniel Williams to bring 
runs under the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1884, 21 August 1885, ibid. 
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The main grounds for the station's request was that no move to survey a 
township had yet been made and no move would be likely for at the 
least for the next ten years. It was felt that to be deprived of this 
reserve would materially depreciate the value of the home station. 26 
The station's agents added that the reserve was in the centre of the 
Widgee freehold. Although it did not wish to purchase the land, if it 
could not be included in the lease they would rather purchase it than 
have the land remain as. a reserve. If the land remained as a reserve, 
it was claimed that the station would be annoyed by anyone who chose to 
use it 27 _ a selfish attitude which was typical of many pastoralists. 
In response to the proposal, the Department of Lands exchanged 
the resumption for the lease and vice versa. 28 Apparently this did not 
suit the station, as subsequent intervention from its agents, B. D. 
Morehead and Co. or its political contacts caused the original division 
to be reinstated. This intervention is indicative of the influence 
which Broadbent and Co. could bring to bear on the Lands Department. 
The alteration, as such, disadvantaged selectors by distancing their 
selections well to the south, away from the Kilkivan branch railway 
line, which was opened in 1886. 29 Much of the resumed area held little 
attraction to agricultural settlement. Unselected, forfeited or 
uneconomical selections could be easily acquired by the station later 
and it is possible that some of the dummies or other selectors who have 
been identified in previous chapters were originally in this position 
before selling out to the larger pastoralists. A similar situation 
existed on the Darling Downs, where Jondaryan station acquired exten-
sive freehold lands close to the Western railway line. In so doing, 
Jondaryan caused the ruination of agricultural selectors who were 
forced to select poorer areas which proved too far from the railway to 
allow economical transportation of produce to the rail heads and thence 
2 6. B. D. Morehead, Brisbane to the Minister for Lands, Brisbane, 
9 February 1886, ibid. 
27. B. D. Morehead, Brisbane to the Minister for Lands, Brisbane, 
10 February 1886, Document No. 03542, ibid. 
28. Memorandum W, Scott to the Under Secretary Department of 
Public Lands and accompanying Lithograph, 25 March 1886, 
ibid. 
29. Alteration to lithograph attached to Memorandum from L. Board, 
Gympie Land Commissioner Gympie, to the Under Secretary for 
Lands, 7 January 1887, Document No. 00562, ibid. See 
Appendices 5, 9 and 10 and Map 6 following p. 137. 
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by rail to markets. 3 0 Rental payments for the lease were apparently 
calculated on 26 square miles of usable country, for which £52 per 
annum was charged. This lease remained unchanged until September 1896. 
31 
The problems of small selectors in financing improvements to and 
making payments on their selections were considered in the formulation 
of the Selector's Relief Bill of 1881. Until that time improvements, 
usually set at 10/- per acre, were quite prohibitive and formed a 
relatively unproductive investment for the small selector, 32 Despite 
the desire to assist the smaller selectors, it was feared that any 
alterations to reduce the value of improvements, restrict improvements 
to fencing and reduce the annual rents would be a much greater ad-
vantage to the larger selector. 33 Efforts by the Liberals to settle 
agriculturalists on the land were only partly successful. They still 
failed to understand the land question from an economic viewpoint. The 
available land was not economically viable to supply current agricul-
tural markets. 34 
From the late 1870s the conflict of conservative-pastoralist 
interest versus Liberal philosophy was viewed largely as a dispute 
between two remarkable personalities, Thomas Mcllwraith on the one 
hand, and Samuel Griffith on the other. 35 The failure of the early 
land acts to promote agricultural settlement was recognized in the 
debates on the Crown Lands Bill of 1884. Up to that time much of the 
alienated land had been acquired by monopolists and formed into large 
estates, such as Widgee. In 1883, out of 4 099 850 acres held under 
conditional purchases or homesteads, only 69 132 acres or 1.687% were 
under cultivation. The stated reasons for this abnormality were 
attributed to the areas available being too large, the conditional 
period being too short and the possibilities of evading the regulations 
being much too great. Nominal compliance with the regulations allowed 
land.to pass into the hands of the monopolists without, it was claimed. 
30. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, pp. 227-228. 
31. Register of payment of rent on runs in settled pastoral 
districts, f. 343, TRE/2, QSA. See Appendices 5, 9 and 10. 
32. QPD, 1881, Vol. 35, pp. 464-468. 
33. Ibid, pp. 470-471. 
34. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", pp. 
254-255. 
35. Ibid, pp. 256-257. 
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any adequate return to the colony. 36 This narrow view ignored the 
emergence of the vitally important pastoral industry on which the 
colony depended economically until the climate was better understood 
and economic conditions were such that agricultural development could 
profitably proceed. 
With three powerful supporters in the Legislative Council, 
William Graham, Peter MacPherson and William Forrest, the interests of 
Widgee Station were significantly promoted in the consideration of the 
Liberal Crown Lands Bill of 1884. All three men took an active part in 
the debates between 18 November and 18 December, It is clear that they 
attempted to enforce amendments which would benefit what they con-
sidered were the struggling pastoral tenants. For instance, the right 
of pre-emption was strenuously defended. 37 The introduction of a Land 
Board was opposed and 38 the conditions governing the payment of rents 
were carefully considered. 39 Graham defended the right for tenants to 
receive acknowledgement or compensation for the value of improvements 
effected on their runs. 40 Forrest, emphasising the view of pas-
toralists, correctly pointed out that the extensive lands alienated in 
Queensland could not be profitably used for agricultural development. 
41 He also expressed concern for the high cost of land. 42 
There was a lengthy delay in opening to selection the resumed 
half of the Widgee run. This was mainly due to the efforts of the 
station, which sought to retain use of the land for as long as pos-
sible. During this time John Broadbent alleged that he was being 
harassed by timber-getters in the north-western part of the new lease. 
He claimed that the timber-getters were turning out cattle on Serpen-
tine Creek for long periods whilst they were engaged in working timber 
from the dense vine scrub on another part of the lease. In January 
1887 Broadbent and Co. applied to surrender the lease in that area 
for, what were to the station, two vitally important areas. Auction 
Portion No. 1 and .the adjoining township reserve, which they had 
attempted to acquire previously. Both these portions adjoined the head 
station block, Portion No. 254. The former Auction Portion No. 1 was 
36. QPD, Legislative Council, 1884, Vol. 42, p. 217. 
Ibid, 37 
38 
39 
40 
4 1 
42 
Ibid 
Ibid 
Ibid 
Ibid 
Ibid 
pp. 239, 315-318. 
pp. 291, 301-303, 
pp. 322-324. 
p . 328. 
pp. 246-248. 
pp. 332-333. 
309-313. 
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used as the station horse paddock and comprised well watered, good 
grazing country. It was judged that 2 778 acres of land at Serpentine 
Creek for 1 852 acres of land near the homestead would be a fair 
exchange, 43 The application, however, was not successful, 44 unlike 
the case at Jondaryan, where the station acquired much valuable land by 
means of these types of exchanges. 4 5 
Similar problems with timber-getters recurred on the same section 
of the run in December 1888. At that time a timber-getter named Henry 
Persall of Woolooga complained that John Broadbent refused to allow 
timber wagons through his lease. Tired of such disruptions to his run 
for the last two years, Broadbent refused them permission to move 
unless they promised not to return. Broadbent's action appears to have 
been a response to unduly disruptive behaviour. He claimed that he did 
not have tiie use of a single acre on the disputed land along Serpen-
tine Creek. Broadbent renewed his earlier plea for the exchange of the 
land, 4 6 
The use and abuse of reserves was again a means of dispute in 
1887, when it was alleged that Widgee station was fencing-in reserves 
at Brooyar and Woolooga. It was also claimed that the station held 
small, unfenced selections in the middle of the reserves and levied 
blackmail on the owners of travelling cattle or working bullocks by 
threatening to impound stock when they strayed from the reserves to the 
selections. 4 7 The monopolistic use made of the Woolooga reserve by the 
station and its complaints regarding the straying cattle of the 
timber-getters was critically described as follows : 
On the one side is the largest landed proprietor in the district. 
On the other a number of men earning hardly their living. 
They ask that this selection shall be fenced in so that their 
working bullocks may not be impounded. 
If this cannot be compelled the reserve is as much the 
43. L. Board, Gympie Land Commissioner to the Under Secretary for 
Lands, 7 January 1887, Document No. 00562, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
See Map 7 following p. 137. 
44. John Broadbent to the Secretary for Public Lands, 7 January 
1889, ibid. 
45. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station, p. 256. 
46. J. Broadbent to the Secretary for Public Lands, 7 January 
1887, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
47. W. G. Bailey, Parliament of Queensland Library to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, 8 August 1887, Document No. 20882, 
Selection No. 859, LAN/AG307, QSA. 
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property of Mr. Broadbent as his selection. 4 8 
The problem with the Brooyar reserve ceased when the Brooyar pre-
emptive was finally fenced in 1886, after being held by the station and 
used continuously since the earliest years of pastoral settlement. 49 
Despite the improvements in pastoral and agricultural land 
management, extremes of climate sometimes proved quite detrimental. 
During 1885, for instance, the effects of drought retarded settlement 
in the Gympie district. The land commissioner noted that by 1885, 
nearly all lands fit for cultivation in the district had been selected 
and freeholded, and only a limited quantity of land was available to 
selectors until the run leases still held were resumed and opened to 
selection. By this time the timber industry was vitally important in 
the district. The realization of the importance of making timber 
reserves was an important development by 1885 and should have ensured 
the controlled utilization of timber resources for many years to come.50 
Timber-getting was clearly important around Serpentine Creek. Similar 
attempts at conservation and better utilization of timber resources 
were made in the Atherton-Evelyn district in North Queensland, but 
lacked effective practical implementation. 5i Realization of the 
necessity for conservation of resources was an indication that some 
Europeans were at last realizing how the Australian landscape could 
best be used. This echoed the intelligent use made of the land by the 
traditional Aborigines. 
The resumed land finally became available for selection in 
1888 5 2 a^p(j 1889. 5 3 it soon became apparent that much of the new 
Widgee resumption was unsuitable for agriculture. The land, which 
adjoined the Black Snake mineral field, was exceptionally rugged and 
48. W. G, Bailey, Parliament of Queensland Library to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, 7 September 1887, Document No. 23746, 
ibid, 
49. W. M. Bond, Crown Lands Ranger, Gympie, to the Land 
Commissioner, Gympie, 22 August 1887, Document No. 22218, 
ibid. See Map 7 following p. 137, 
50. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1886, Vol. 2, p. 1090. 
51. T. C. Birtles, "Trees to burn : settlement in the Atherton-
Evelyn rainforest, 1880-1900", North Australian research 
bulletin. No. 8, 1982, p. 51. 
52. GG, notice, 20 January 1888, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
53. GG, notice, 15 June 1889, ibid. 
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inaccessible. 54 Clearly, the available country was less than promis-
ing. The move to retain the more favourable northern section as the 
lease was a most successful action in the management of the station. 
These facts confirm the belief that the massive increase of 
station freehold in the early years of land alienation secured the best 
land for the station, and the land available for selection in later 
years was of generally inferior quality. This compounded the difficul-
ties experienced by agriculturalists in making their selections viable 
and effectively obstructed the possibility of employee moving to 
employer by the means of land acquisition. On Jondaryan, some employees 
overcame employer resistance to pre-emption, auction purchase and 
dummying to acquire selections of their own. The opposition of the 
environment, however, forced independent selectors to supplement their 
incomes by working for the squatter. Additional income was crucial for 
the survival of the selector and his family, especially in paying the 
family debt to the storekeeper. This situation ensured a more permanent 
supply of labour than that of the nomadic bush worker. 5 5 ^^ similar 
situation was developing at Widgee, where some station employees, such 
as William Edward Cotter and William O'Brien,owned their own land. 
Cotter, whose father was an early settler at Glastonbury, married Mary 
McCarthy, the daughter of a Widgee selector. 56 William O'Brien, who 
was born at Jondaryan, was a Widgee station stockman when he married 
Mary Malloy, in 1892. 5 7 jijg wife had been a servant in the station 
homestead. 58 This is a further example of the station acting as the 
agency through which the stability of married life was promoted in the 
district. The increase in freehold land settlement by the station, its 
dummies, station employees and independent agriculturalists was further 
indication of the emergence of the stage of socialization in the 
development of the local community. Despite the many persistent 
problems, the nomadic bushman was increasingly being replaced by 
54. W. M. Davidson, for the Surveyor-General to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, 23 March 1887, Document No. 07240, ibid. 
55. J. A. Walker, "Capital versus labour in the Queensland 
pastoral industry in the nineteenth century". History teacher. 
No. 22, November 1978, pp. 11-12. 
56. W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
57. William O'Brien and Mary Ellen Malloy, Marriage entry. 
Marriage register, July 1892, St Patrick's Roman Catholic 
Church, Gympie. 
58. Maude Cotter, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1J77, 
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families in small, stable agrarian communities. 59 
Similar problems in developing viable farms existed on the 
Atherton Tableland where the selectors in the i880s, in common with all 
districts of Queensland, relied on corn as a staple crop. This was 
commonly known as "the poor man's crop". In the Atherton-Evelyn 
district, corn could be sown amongst the stumps and ashes of burned 
debris after clearing. 60 Unlike Widgee, on the Atherton Tableland 
there seemed to be a line of demarcation between the eastern districts 
where the timber industry flourished and selectors fought the environ-
ment to establish themselves as farmers, and the western areas where 
lucrative markets on the northern goldfields attracted graziers from 
the south. 61 
By the late 1880s, agriculture in Queensland was struggling as a 
result of drought and meager returns. Pastoral production, in contrast, 
looked promising. Such developments indicated the likelihood that 
Queensland's economy would continue to be based on pastoral rather than 
the much-desired agricultural production. According to Jack Camm, the 
degree of capital, labour and entrepreneurial skill in the pastoral 
industry contrasted with the generally limited investment in agricul-
ture. During the 1880s when stock numbers increased dramatically 
throughout the colony, agriculture remained small-scale and localized.62 
This was despite recurring problems in the pastoral industry, such as 
droughts and the serious outbreaks of pleuro-pneumonia in the Gympie 
district in the late 1880s. 63 By this time, however, pastoralists 
better understood the environment and their industry. They were 
therefore better equipped to deal with such problems. 
The process of closer settlement was enhanced considerably by the 
Divisional Boards Act of 1879, chiefly through the provision of better 
access roads and bridges within the Widgee Division 64 and later the 
Kilkivan Division, Despite the boost to independent settlement, 
particularly after the Crown Lands Act of 1884, the Divisional Boards 
were dominated, in many respects, by larger landholders such as John 
59. J, A. Walker, "Capital versus labour", p. 166. 
60. T. C. Birtles, "Trees to burn", p. 42. 
61. Ibid, p. 37, 
62. J. c. R, Camm, "Agriculture in Queensland in the 1880s -
optimism and reality", Australia 1888. Vol. 5, September 1980, 
pp, 131-132. 
63. GT, 5 January 1907. 
64. I, Pedley, Winds of change, p. 30, 
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Broadbent, Broadbent maintained a high put)lic profile, as well as 
ensuring attention to his own needs. He was a member of the Widgee 
Divisional Board from its inception in 1880 until 1888 65 and a member 
of the Kilkivan Divisional Board from 1889 to 1893. 66 Broadbent was 
the second chairman of the Widgee Divisional Board. In 1888 the 
station became part of the newly established Kilkivan Divisional Board, 
which was formed partly from land excised from the Widgee Division 
through Broadbent's efforts. 6 7 This move improved the division's 
service to ratepayers in tiie district. Broadbent was also second 
chairman of the new Board. 68 ^^ exercised considerable electoral 
control in both divisions by means of his extensive freehold and the 
prospective votes of his dummies. 
The acquisition of land by agriculturalists accelerated towards 
the end of the 1880s. At that time the Gympie Land Commissioner noted 
that there had been a great demand for land during 1889. Any portions 
at all suitable for agriculture were eagerly sought after by numerous 
applicants. The Commissioner noted that in most cases, the selectors 
were bona fide settlers seeking homes for themselves and their famili-
es. 69 g^ predicted, agricultural settlement had been enhanced by the 
operation of the Kilkivan branch railway line 70 which provided a vital 
link for transporting produce to markets. Camm considers that land 
policy and railways were two key agents in the development of ninetee-
nth century agriculture for many areas in Queensland, especially on the 
Darling Downs.''i On the Darling Downs,the effective use of rail facilit-
ies was hampered by inadequate road improvements, lack of access to 
rail heads and the inability of bona fide selectors to obtain land.72 
These problems were not so evident around the Kilkivan branch railway. 
Railways were viewed by the government as agents of social and economic 
development. Their construction attracted useful immigrant workers. 7 3 
By 1890, there were numerous independent selectors much closer to 
65. Ibid, p. 301. 
66. Kilkivan Divisional Board Minute Book, Attendance at 
meetings, 1889-1893, Kilkivan Shire Council. 
67. I. Pedley, Winds of change, pp. 28-29. 
68. List of Shire Chairmen, Kilkivan Shire Council. 
69. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1890, Vol. 3, p. 224, 
70. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1887, Vol. 3, p. 771, 
7', J, C. R. Camm, "Railway development and agricultural 
settlement on the Darling Downs, 1868-1920", Australian 
geographical studies, Vol. 8, 1970, pp. 27-29. 
72. Ibid, p. 35. 
73. Ibid, p. 38. 
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the head station. This was clearly the third stage of the station's 
historv, in which station expansionism had virtually ceased and the 
station management, its employees and independent selectors co-existed 
r-tlativelv peacefully. Previously, independent selectors had settled 
around Brooyar, Goothan and Glastonbury Creek. A number of settlers, 
sii( h as George Webb, Thomas O'Brien, John Shanahan, James McCartJiy, 
Philip Mrowne, William O'Brien and William Cotter,took up selections 
at'iiig Station Creek. McCartliy and Shanahan were ex-Gympie miners. 
lliomas (/tirjeii, Philip Browne and George Webb were relatively prosper-
ous absentee landowners who probably regarded their Widgee selections 
as spccnI ativ.> ventures, although they all retained their portions for 
lon'4' [leriods of time. Their main property interests were elsewhere. ^ 4 
Webb operated a hotel at Black Snake where he and his sons later 
acquired extensive property. '^  Browne, a Gympie businessman, selected 
elsewher-f- once the residential qualifications for his Station Creek 
l.iiid v>ete lul filled. ' *' Thom.is O'Brien, the father of station emi)loyee 
Hill O'Brien, had his main property at Eel Creek, where he selected his 
tirsr. land in the early 1870s. He also held extensive land at Kilrush, 
Windera. ^^  
Despite the decline of the station-selector conflict over 
dummying, some ill feeling persisted. When settlers selected close to 
the station freehold, tlie management influenced the road rangers to 
recommend roads to be surveyed between their blocks and station 
freehold or leasehold. Tiiis forced selectors to fence their i)locks 
without the possibility of sharing expenses with the station or 
capitalizing on existing fences. Some selectors outsmarted the manage-
ment. For instance, Owen "John" O'Donnell was actually employed by the 
station to fence Caulfield's blocks which were adjacent to the main 
homestead. In so doing he saved himself considerable expense when he 
and members of his family selected several adjoining blocks which were 
then partially fenced. 7 8 Such actions caused considerable resentment 
'4, J, D, Dale and D. Logan, Where two rivers run : a history of 
Kilkivan shire. Kilkivan Shire Council, 1988, pp. 440-450. 
7'', J, D. Dale, The Webb families : 100 years on 'Thornside' ; the 
Webb brothers 25 years of country music, the Webb brothers, 
Widgee, T982, pp. 104-106. 
76. P. Browne, interview with J. D. Dale, 1978. 
77. Maude Cotter, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
7*^ . J. P. and K. McCarthy, interview with J, D. Dale, 1974. 
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. from the station, which had wished to retain use of the land. 79 
William Wooster's original dummied selections, his two Station 
Creek selections and Caulfield's last three dummied selections (which 
were part of the former township reserve) were determined attempts by 
the station to complete the link between the Widgee and Woonga sections 
of the station. They were, however, frustrated by O'Donnell's selec-
tions and by Wooster's actions when, refusing to fulfil his obligation 
as a dummy, he retained his last two selections. 80 The ill feeling 
between Broadbent and Wooster continued for a number of years. When 
Wooster noticed from his nearby homestead that Broadbent was heading 
off for Gympie, he would come out with his buggy and splendid pair of 
horses to race his adversary to town. Wooster would usually pass 
Broadbent's buggy about Little Widgee Creek and ensure the Widgee 
manager tasted the dust all the way into town. 8i 
The 1880s brought important changes for the structure of the 
station's management. Daniel Williams died at St Leonards, Sussex 
England on 9 May 1884. 82 AS a result of his death, his property 
interests were transmitted to his trustees, William Forrest and Peter 
MacPherson. 83 Williams' trustees were each transmitted a quarter share 
in the land to which he was a joint tenant with John Broadbent. 
Broadbent retained his half share. The new arrangement for the company 
was William Forrest and Peter MacPherson, as trustees late D. Williams, 
and John Broadbent. 8 4 
The Will of Daniel Williams named his chief beneficiaries as his 
daughter Ellen and her husband Edward Wienholt, who were bequeathed £20 
000 each. John Broadbent and William Graham, whom Williams referred to 
as his friends, were each bequeathed £500. Properties owned by Williams 
in the Mitchell and Springsure districts were left to his brother. 
After deducting several further legacies to his brothers and sisters, 
the balance of his personal and real estate, notably Widgee station, 
was to be managed by his trustees for the benefit of his daughter. 
79. M. A. Welch, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
80. V. M. Gericke, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
81. J. P. and K. McCarthy, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
82. Transmission by the Death of Daniel Williams to Peter 
MacPherson and William Forrest as trustees, portions 3A, 5A 
and 4A, 9 May 1884, Document No. 386244, QTO. 
83. Transmission by death of Daniel Williams, Portion Nos. 898, 
674, 707, 626, 12, 11, 7, 8, 2, 859, 619, and 658, 28 January 
1890, Document No. 219924, QTO. See also Appendix 8. 
8 4. See Appendix 8. 
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Ellen. 85 
At the time Williams died, Broadbent and Co. was m debt to him 
for an amount of £50 000. This increase from the loan given in the 
original indenture was evidently necessary to finance the considerable 
expenses of freeholding the station land and to effect the essential 
improvements on the various station paddocks. By 1887, when the 
repayment of the loan was actively sought, it was noted : 
It has been impossible for the Executors to collect from 
the said John Broadbent the said sum of Fifty thousand pounds 
since the death of the said Daniel Williams and owing to the 
depression existing in the value of all squatting properties 
if the stations of Broadbent & Co. had been forced into the 
market the Estate would not only have failed to recover the 
sum of Fifty thousand pounds but would have sustained a heavy 
loss in respect of the said Daniel Williams' share. It is in 
no way treated by the Executors an investment of their own 
and they are only awaiting a favorable opportunity to collect 
the principal sum advanced the said John Broadbent in the 
meantime paying interest at the rate of seven pounds per 
centum per annum. 8 6 
Although the money had been borrowed by the company, Broadbent, as 
manager, was held responsible. 
Financial problems experienced by Widgee station reflected the 
declining economic patterns of the period. When the drought of 1884-
1886 broke, cattle prices were very high as a result of the great 
demand for stock at that time. Prices plummeted just as another dry 
spell commenced. The financial crisis and depression of the 1890s meant 
disaster for many pastoralists. This followed heavy borrowing from a 
relatively small group of banking, mortgage, pastoral and investment 
companies in the 1870s and 1880s. Investors secured themselves by 
mortgages over freehold land, livestock and improvements to proper-
ty. 87 Older established pastoralists of the richer central or south-
eastern districts of the colony were able to retain control over their 
properties if it had been possible to maintain control over the 
freehold land. The depression of the early 1890s brought changes in 
Queensland's economic and political development. Influences exerted on 
politics by dominant economic groups and individuals were lessening. 
^'•'. Daniel Williams, Last will and testament, 22 October 1880, 
Filed with Nomination of trustees, 13 August 1902, Document 
No. 378600, QTO. 
86. H. W. E. Mackay, Affidavit, In the Will of Daniel Williams, 
23 February 1887, File No. 3237, SCT/P92, QSA. 
87, G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics in Queensland", pp. 91-92. 
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Financial control ceased to be locally based. Control by non-Queensland 
institutions then predominated. 8& Eventually on 30 November 1892 
William Forrest and Peter MacPherson - the trustees of the late Daniel 
Williams - and John Broadbent were forced to take out a mortgage for 
£70 000 with their longtime bankers, the Commercial Banking Company of 
Sydney. Security for the mortgage included the bulk of the Widgee 
freehold. 89 it is significant that after the death of Daniel Williams, 
Widgee station was forced to borrow from a New South Wales financial 
institution. The new funding arrangements are clearly an f.xample of the 
changing structure of financing and business identified by Taylor. 
Despite recurrent droughts and problems of disease, between 1862, 
when there were 880 392 cattle in Queensland, and 1894, there was a 
steady increase in cattle numbers to the figure of 7 012 997 head.9° 
Intelligent stock management practices maintained stock numbers on 
Widgee. By 1892 the station was carrying 6 000 cattle, compared with 6 
125 on Mondure, which was still run in conjunction with Widgee. Widgee 
and Mondure were two of the larger cattle stations in the Wide Bay-Bur-
nett. 91 During the late 19th century, Widgee station was quite famous 
for its cattle production. For instance in this period, a mob of 3 000 
store cattle were sold from one 5 000 acre station paddock in one year. 
Another mob of 1 100 head of prime cattle were also pastured together 
in a paddock of the same size, forming a most impressive spectacle. 92 
Throughout the troubled period of the 1880s and 1890s, the 
political and economic interests of Forrest, MacPherson and Graham, 
together with those of Mcllwraith and Morehead expanded in the develop-
ment of the frozen meat industry. The first shipment of frozen beef 
from Australia was sent to Britain in a combined venture of Mcllwraith 
and his business associates. Immediately successful, exports to supply 
this new market increased rapidly. 93 Taylor asserts that Mcllwraith 
used his political position to further his business interests, espe-
88. Ibid, p. 92. 
89. John Broadbent, William Forrest and Peter MacPherson and the 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney, Bill of Mortgage, 30 
November 1892, Document No. 264728, QTO. See also Appendix 8, 
90. John Cameron, "A Review of the pastoral industry of the state 
of Queensland since 1865", Queensland geographical journal. 
Vol. 21, No. 7, 1905-06, pp. 4-5. 
91. GT, 2 August 1892. See Map 8 following p. 137. 
92. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, pp. 295-
296. 
9^ . G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics in Queensland", p. 84. 
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cially in the frozen meat trade and railway construction. ^ ^ 
William Forrest was appointed Agent General in London in 189:<. 
There as Mcllwraith's choice, Forrest stimulated the importation of 
frozen Queensland beef to Britain. More on the private side, he a<,t<^.:l 
as a selling broker for the meat, particularly for companies in which 
he and Mcllwraith had interests, the Queensland Meat and Export As^ en. v 
Co. and the Darling Downs and Western Lands Co. 5^ Political involve-
ment of these investor-politicians was a fact of life in Wuet us: anil. 
This was certainly evident as a conflict of interests in relation to 
ensuring the best arrangements for land acquisition and management at 
Widgee and securing the best markets for beef. 6^ Despite the fronDmir 
problems of the late 1880s and early 1890s, therefore, these contacts 
were most important in the successful management of the station. 
The newly-structured company maintained its interests in centr-al 
Queensland, despite the change in ownership and the difficult economic 
times. In 1891 the leased part of the consolidated Banana run of 8G.25 
square miles was transferred to William Forrest and Peter MacPherson 
and John Broadbent. This was sold in 1896. 9 7 
On 17 July 1895 the freehold extent of Widgee station was trans-
ferred to William Forrest and Peter MacPherson, trustees of iJaniei 
Williams. This transfer was effected with no payment to John Broadbent.98 
The means by which Broadbent's association with the company was severed 
is not clear. It is likely, however, that he was held responsible for 
the large cash advances made to the station and the larger mortgage of 
1892. Broadbent's property interests at Widgee were probably sur-
rendered in exchange for a release from his financial commitments. Sig-
nificantly, Broadbent considered he was cheated out of his interest in 
the company. 99 The Widgee lease was also transferred to the trustees 
of Daniel Williams, on 8 August 1895. lOO 
James Phillips Voss, the new Widgee manager, was quick to accept 
his community responsibilities when he successfully stood for election 
94. Ibid, pp. 85-86. 
95. Ibid, p. 87. 
96. G. P. Taylor, "Business and politics in Queensland", pp. 89-90. 
97. G, Jensen, Banana, p. 100. 
98. Transfer of land, John Broadbent, William Forrest and Peter 
MacPherson to William Forrest and Peter MacPherson, 17 July 
1895, Document No. 290015, QTO. 
99. B. Waldron, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
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to the Kilkivan Divisional Board in January 1896. loi voss, who had 
been born in London, England, had taken up his position at Widgee when 
in Gympie he married Maud Susie Buckley, from Kilkivan, in September 
1895. 102 Significantly, Voss was the first manager of Widgee to marry 
a local resident in the district. This is further evidence of the 
district's growing maturity. 
Before the Widgee lease expired on 31 December 1896, Voss 
successfully applied for the station to be given priority for an 
Occupational Licence, for the use of the unselected portions of the 
former run. 103 The resultant licence was granted in 1897 lo-i and 
comprised 30 square miles, at an annual rent of £52 per year.ios 
Following the last resumption, a further seventy-two portions were 
proclaimed open to selection in May 1897. i06 Because of its relatively 
insecure tenure, for many years the Widgee leasehold had remained 
largely undeveloped land. The retention of this large area for so long 
certainly served to exclude prospective agricultural selectors from 
extensive areas of suitable agricultural land. 107 Indication of this 
exclusion is clear when one considers the rapidity with which land from 
the proclamation of 1897 was selected. 
By the early 1890s it became apparent that the Dutton Land Act of 
1884 and its amendments of 1886 conceded greater security of tenure to 
the squatters, but failed to greatly improve closer settlement. 108 The 
Act of 1884, as for previous Liberal land legislation, was politically 
motivated and failed because of the same economic reasons which caused 
the demise of previous legislation. Based on a longer leasehold system 
before conversion to freehold, the Act led to a decline in government 
revenue, which created serious difficulties in the repayment of railway 
development loans. This situation was a major factor in the financial 
101. List of Councillors, Kilkivan Shire Council. 
102. James Phillips Voss and Maud Susie Buckley, 17 September 
1895, Marriage entry. Marriage register, St Andrew's Church 
of England, One Mile, Gympie, St Peter's Church of England, 
Gympie. 
103. J. p. Voss, manager of Widgee Widgee to the Under Secretary 
for Lands, 30 November 1896, Document No. 22300, LAN/AF 
1143, QSA. 
104. Land Commissioner, Gympie to the Under Secretary for Lands, 
18 August 1897, Document No. 16331, ibid. 
105. GG notice, 22 October 1897, ibid. 
106. List of farms selected on Widgee expired lease, 18 August 
1897, Document No. 16331, ibid. 
107. G, P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", p. 255. 
108. A. A. Morrison, "Colonial society", p. 27. 
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crisis of the early 1890s. Problems of drought and economic depression 
in the middle and later 1880s also reduced the demand for land, thus 
undermining the effectiveness of the Act. 109 
Eventually the Liberals began to realize the ramifications of 
their erroneous land policy. Based on a European concept, it was never 
adapted to the unique Queensland situation. no Pressing economic and 
financial problems of the early 1890s brought the major conservative 
and Liberal groups together into a Griffith-McIIwraith coalition. A 
common conservative-Liberal land policy, based on an economic inter-
pretation of the problems faced, was sought. Positive changes were made 
to encourage small-time agricultural land holders, m The government 
recognized the pressing necessity to broaden the base of rural settle-
ment beyond the limited base provided by the pastoral industry. 112 In 
doing so, the Liberals almost totally reversed their former position in 
terms of land policy. Further experiment and support was essential to 
establish successful and economic agricultural practices in Queensland.113 
The time was fast approaching when such policies could be successfully 
implemented. 
During 1891 the depressed economic state of the Gympie district 
and the colony as a whole hampered selectors with small means from 
complying with the required conditions of residence and improvement. 
Also during this year, the opening of a co-operative dairy at Tiaro 
provided a market for milk sent by train from farmers near the Kilkivan 
branch line. 114 During 1892 the Land Coraraissioner in Gympie noted that 
agricultural development was satisfactory. By this time, the district 
was one of the largest butter and cheese producing districts in the 
colony. There were at least forty dairies milking from twenty to one 
hundred and twenty cows. The visit of the travelling dairy was a great 
boost to those engaged in the industry. It successfully helped educate 
settlers in the scientific methods of dealing with their produce. This 
was an innovative government contribution to the early development of 
the dairy industry. Cream separators were in use in many dairies. Great 
'0^. G. P. Taylor, "Political attitudes and land policy", p, 260. 
no. Ibid, p. 261. 
111. Ibid, pp. 262-264. 
112. J. C. R. Camm, "The development of the geographic pattern of 
dairying in Queensland, 1890 to 1915", The Australian 
geographer. Vol. 11, No. 5, 1971, p. 473. 
113. J. C. R. Camm, "Agriculture in Queensland", p. 148. 
114. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1892, Vol. 4, p. 45. 
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expectations were held for the development Gf the industry in the dis-
trict. 115 Between 1889 and 1897, the number of butter factories in 
Queensland increased from nil to 164 units. Butter production increased 
accordingly,with butter exports increasing from 22 068 lb to 426 729 
lb. The success of a shipment of butter taken in cold storage to London 
in 1897 paved the way for a highly successful export trade. This 
coincided with the growing popularity and success of co-operative dairy 
factories, ii'^  
By 1897 the demand for agricultural land in the district had 
increased greatly. The Gympie Central Dairy Company was, by this time, 
full\ operational with very satisfactory results. In February, for 
instance, 11 200 gallons of cream was received from 130 suppliers and 
twenty-five tons of butter was produced. The Gympie Land Commissioner 
noted that the operation of the company was a great benefit to many 
settlers, and he predicted that the Wide Bay district would soon be one 
of the largest exporters of butter in the colony, m Such develop-
ments, by the end of the century, gave increased promise of a more 
secure economic future for agriculturalists around Gyrapie. Similar 
favourable trends were noted elsewhere, such as on the Atherton 
Tableland. 118 
As real closer settlement became a reality, attributes of the 
growing maturity of the district were apparent in many ways, for 
instance in social gatherings, improved roads and communications and 
improved services provided in Gympie. The Queen's Birthday Glastonbury 
Creek races were a notable event for the locality. When they were held 
in 1877, it was reported that the function was favourably attended by 
\isitors from Gympie and Widgee. Jimmy Caulfield's horse. Sunlight, 
came second, both in the two mile Glastonbury Handicap and the one and 
a half mile Settlers Stakes. ii9 By 1893 the Glastonbury races, 
organized by the Glastonbury Turf Club, were a regular event.120 
Thomas Betts had held a liquor licence for the Glastonbury hotel since 
115. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1893, Vol. 3, p. 517 
116. J. F. F. Reid, "Half a century in Queensland agriculture : 
story of the Department of Agriculture and Stock", 
Queensland agricultural journal, Vol. 65, part 1, 1947, 
p. 15. 
117. Gyrapie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1898, Vol. 2, p. 856, 
118. T. C. Birtles, "Trees to burn", p. 63. 
119. GT, 2 June 1877, 
120. GT, 7 November 1893. 
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July 1872, 121 For many years this remained a very popular stopping 
point along the Widgee-Gympie road. Despite its destruction by fire in 
April 1892, when owned by Charles and Patrick Conlon, 122 it was 
rebuilt and by 1899, the new proprietor, R, Downing, described it as 
one of the best country hotels in the Gympie, Wide Bay and Burnett 
districts, 123 The increased numbers of families and children along 
Glastonbury Creek also resulted in the establishment of a school at 
Glastonbury in 1879. i24 At the same time Gympie was becoming an 
important centre in the locality, with many government agencies, 
commercial outlets and opportunities for recreation. 
Two or three times a year Widgee station would generally be 
visited by Joe Coorey, a Syrian hawker. He would usually come from 
Gympie to Widgee and continue out the road toward Woolooga, calling at 
the farms or residences en route. Coorey came with all of his goods 
piled high up on an old pack horse. He would sell such things as pocket 
knives (which the Caulfield children thought were really something 
wonderful), boots, clothes and many other articles. In later years his 
travelling business graduated from the single horse to a horse and 
cart. 125 The growing ease of transport within the district was an 
important improvement promoted by the Divisional Boards. Improved 
transport links in the district served a number of residents on the 
head station and in the surrounding district. 
Progress in the district also brought changes in the local social 
structure. By the late 1880s this consisted of the station management 
and their families, resident station workers and their families, 
independent selectors and their families, itinerant station workers and 
an occasional Aboriginal stockman. The latter two categories had 
greatly reduced since the community began to stabilize with the 
increased incidence of workers' families settling on the station. It is 
significant that when a provisional school opened at Widgee in 1892, 
the children enrolled included those of John Broadbent, together with 
the children of station workers and local selectors. 126 This is a 
significant example of the tendency towards social homogeneity in the 
121. GT, 10 June 1872. 
122. GT, 12 April 1892. 
123. GT, 24 January 1899. 
124. I. Pedley, Winds of change, p. 122. 
125. M, A, Welch, Mrs, interview with J, D. Dale, 1972, 
126. Widgee Provisional School admission register, Widgee State 
School. 
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district. On Jondaryan station Jan Walker identifies a similar broad 
social structure, but describes this in terms of a "social pyramid" 
with a marked differentiation between upper and lower levels. 127 it is 
relevant to note the many instances in which developments on Widgee 
paralleled those on Jondaryan. From the 1880s both stations were held, 
in part at least, by the Wienholt family or their trustees and so were 
inextricably linked. 
In the 1880s and 1890s Widgee maintained its earlier utilization 
of fine horseflesh. This included Gunyan which stood for the 1880 and 
1881 season. 128 John Spicer's stallion, Young Gunyan sired by Gunyan 
stood for season at Brooyar in 1884. 129 Young Briton, a prize-winning 
draught stallion, was to stand the season at Widgee in 1882 and was 
said to be one of the finest draught stallions in the colony. i30 The 
Challenger stock, which were introduced to the station in the early 
1860s, were still prorainent in the 1880s when station dummy W. H. 
Carroll advertised Young Challenger, also a draught stallion and Young 
Norman, a thoroughbred stallion to stand for season at his Glastonbury 
Creek property. I3i Norman and another stallion, Enfield formed the 
basis of much of the Widgee stock until well after the turn of the 
centur"'. 132 it is not clear whether Enfield was actually owned by the 
station, nor is it clear if the stallion Lord Enfield, which stood for 
season in November 1905 at Traverston with John Parr as Proprietor,i33 
was in fact the stallion known as Enfield at Widgee. Enfield had a 
small paddock named after him at Widgee, in the vicinity of the station 
stables, immediately across the Woolooga road from the homestead. 
Probably during the late 1870s or early 1880s, there were two 
particularly rough mares on Widgee, one called Eva and the other 
Conceit. Stockmen who came to Widgee would often talk in the men's 
quarters at night, boasting about their riding abilities. Some of these 
"blow artists" were exaggerating. The purpose of the mares was to 
belittle the egotists when they were challenged to ride them the 
morning following their boasts. Harry Scheuber, a Widgee employee, was 
a grand rough-riding horseman but did not boast about his riding 
127. J. A. Walker, "Capital versus labour", pp. 9-10. 
128. GT, 10 November 1880. 
129. GT, 27 September 1884. 
130. GT, 22 November 1882. 
131. Ibid. 
132. \s. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
133. GT, 4 November 1905. 
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ability. After being challenged, Scheuber rode them both. i34 
At that time, station workers would rise early in the morning, 
after drafting calves off the day before. Once they had a cup of tea 
they would go to the homestead yards where they would scruff and brand 
up to 200 calves without the use of ropes. After releasing the calves, 
the men would return to their quarters for a clean-up and have break-
fast. Then the buck-jumpers would be brought out. Widgee was a noted 
place for buck jumpers. The stockmen would dress up in white tights, 
ready to ride the wildest mounts. Broadbent was very interested in the 
entertainment provided by buck jumping. 135 Danger was always present 
for station stockmen. Whilst working in the station horseyards in 
November 1885, Martin Carroll was killed as a result of a kick from the 
blood entire, Boscowen. The stallion struck out with both rear hoofs 
when Carroll jumped to one side to avoid a kick from a mare. The 
victim, who was married and had two young children, was struck on the 
chest and killed instantly. 136 
Probably during the 1870s the stallion Black Prince was being 
used by the station to improve the breeding stock. The spirited animal 
escaped from the yards upstream on Widgee Creek and mixed with the 
brumbies on the western side of Widgee Mountain. Plans were then made 
to recapture the escapee. The favourite spots frequented by the horses 
were identified and schemes were devised to run the mob into some 
makeshift yards which were strategically placed. On the chosen day, a 
wing of calico, about two inches wide and about a metre from the ground 
was stretched away from the yards for several kiloraetres. A group of 
stockraen then found the mob, ran thera along the calico and into the 
yards. 137 This was a more refined means of brumby running than the 
method used in the 1860s. It would appear that the Black Prince was the 
property of Adam Black when the stallion died in 1876. It is possible 
that the station leased the animal from its owner. Black Prince had 
attracted much attention and admiration at the Brisbane exhibition 
where in the early 1870s it carried off first prize in its class. 138 
By the 1890s cattle were usually taken overland to saleyards in 
Brisbane. The usual route of the Widgee drovers was to head from 
134. A. Hunt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1978. 
135. Ibid. 
136. GT, 5 November 1885. 
137. J. p. and K. McCarthy, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977, 
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Widgee, past Amamoor, towards Imbil, Kenilworth and Kilcoy, and thence 
to Woodford, Caboolture, out west of Petrie to the Newmarket saleyards 
in Brisbane. Usually about three Widgee drovers would make the drive 
with about 300 cattle. Droving was a permanent job for station workers, 
probably involving about two trips a month. Widgee stockmen would often 
be required to drive cattle from the saleyards to the slaughter yards 
at Cannon Hill. This would be done at night, starting about 2 a.m., 
after all the noise and traffic in the city had abated. The cattle 
would generally be brought along Coronation Drive, across the Victoria 
Bridge, and then on to Cannon Hill. Usually a few other representatives 
of the buyers would accompany the Widgee stockmen. On one occasion, 
when a mob of cattle was being taken to Cannon Hill in this fashion, 
all was going well until the mob neared the Victoria Bridge. Suddenly, 
a policeman stepped out of the dark shadow into the dull street light, 
and startled a moon-blind bullock. The animal promptly rushed straight 
into a plate-glass window which it smashed to pieces. This startled the 
rest of the mob, causing them to stampede across the Victoria Bridge. 
Attempting to head-off and stop the rampaging mob, the stockmen 
galloped with them. The excitement continued through the city streets 
until the leaders tired, and the whole mob stopped. Apparently the 
skilful stockmen managed to keep the stampede fairly orderly and not a 
great deal of damage was done. i39 
Bill Cotter was often in charge of cattle droving to Brisbane in 
the 1890s. Droving was his first job as a station employee. On one 
drive the mob came to the flooded Caboolture River. The drovers found a 
suitable place to cross, where the river was wide and not flowing 
swiftly and the banks were not steep. Soon the cattle began to cross 
without much difficulty. One of the stockmen. Bill O'Brien, could not 
swim! So he had to remain in his saddle as he crossed. The other men 
swam over with their horses and had to keep a careful eye on O'Brien 
just in case he was washed off his horse and a rescue was needed.no 
This was a further example of the emergence of the mateship charac-
teristic in the typical Australian bushman of Widgee. 
In January 1890, a near tragic event struck the Caulfields at 
Woogaloom. Following an afternoon cloudburst in the mountains to the 
south, their home was engulfed by flood waters from Widgee Creek. As 
139, W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D, Dale, 1976, 
140. Ibid. 
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the house became surrounded by the water, Ellen Caulfield gathered her 
children and guided them to the safety of higher ground, m Despite 
the appearance of European control of the environment, events such as 
these emphasise that this "control" was merely superficial. Soon after 
the drama, the family was shifted to Widgee homestead, where they 
stayed in a cottage, just upstream along Station Creek from the main 
homestead. Their Woogaloom house was later shifted to the homestead, 
and rebuilt there, where it became the bachelors' quarters, the 
building in which the first provisional school at Widgee functioned 
before a permanent school building was constructed. James and Ellen 
Caulfield, their daughters and younger sons lived in a nearby cottage, 
while the old Woogaloom house formed a residence for the older Caul-
field boys. 142 The opening of local schools at Widgee and Glastonbury, 
in response to the needs of education perceived by local residents, was 
a significant illustration of the growing cultural maturity of the 
district. 
In the 1890s, despite advances, there were still many attributes 
of the frontier society evident in the Widgee district. This was also 
illustrated in the arrangements for the provision of food on the 
station as recalled by Martin Edward Caulfield, son of Jimmy 
Caulfield : 
The food in those days was not so good. The employees 
received a ration of flour, meat, sugar, no extras such as 
jam and treacle. My father would receive double rations, but 
that was not sufficient to feed 16 of us. When the Station 
people required food they would send an order to Maryborough 
to rail it to Woolooga. My father would also send an order to 
Maryborough at the same time, so the Station's wagon could 
bring it home. We boys would live a good deal off the land 
for there was plenty of game: turkeys, pidgeons (sic), ducks, 
& water fowl; fish: Cod, Mullet and Jew; fruit: wild black 
fig and wild raspberry. i43 
After his double ration was used, Caulfield was expected to provide his 
own food, either from the station store or through a special order.from 
Maryborough. Sometimes a food supplement was also provided by the 
station children who fished for crayfish in the waterhole just above 
the homestead from Station Creek. 144 Until about 1900, the station 
141. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1972. 
142. J. Hogan, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
143. M. E. Caulfield, Life at Widgee in the days gone by, 
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144. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
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store was operated by J. F. Atkinson who lived in the bookkeeper's 
quarters. As store keeper, one of his main jobs was the distribution of 
the station rations every month or so. The children would think it a 
real treat to spend a shilling at the store to buy a tin of jam. If 
this was done by any of the Caulfield children then most times they 
would proceed to eat the contents of the tin on its own, without bread. 
145 The order of food for the station store was usually obtained from 
Gatakers in Maryborough. It commonly consisted of two to three bags of 
flour, three or four bags of sugar, and cases of tea, jam, and treacle, 
or as it was sometimes cynically known, "bullocky's joy". As was the 
case for the food, most of the visitors to the station in the 1890s 
also came by train as far as Woolooga railway station. It was about 20 
kilometres from Widgee station to the railhead at Woolooga, while it 
was 30 kilometres along a much worse track from Widgee station to the 
rail head at Gyrapie. 146 
Much of the food brought in this way was not the very best in 
quality. It was not uncoramon for the Caulfields to have worked their 
way through a bag of flour, and then find a dead raouse, of none too 
pleasant odour. The sugar in those days was barely refined and was 
rather dark. Tea had the appearance of being swept up off the floor. If 
this was ignored and a brew was made, then it was commonly rejected 
very quickly when it was tasted. In fact, the tea was so very bad that 
around the turn of the century, the Caulfields changed to drinking 
coffee. They ground the beans themselves and added them to a billy can 
of boiling water, just like tea. 147 
Patience Caulfield, the eldest of the seven Caulfield girls was 
for many years a major food-provider for the family. She maintained an 
extensive vegetable garden of nearly an acre between the Caulfields' 
house. Station Creek and the homestead. Patience went quite a distance 
to Station Creek for water, and carried it to her garden using a yoke 
over her shoulders and a tin of water on each end of the yoke. 148 
The station management tried every available means to secure the 
maximum possible area of lease or depasturing authority whilst their 
freehold was being established. As has been described, some moves on 
the part of the management were successful whilst others were not. It 
145. J. Hogan, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
146. Ibid. 
147. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1972. 
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is clear that some sections of land more favourable to the station were 
retained for the maximum period in leasehold and those sections less 
favourable, in rugged country, or more distant from the head station or 
out stations were often the areas resumed and made available for 
agricultural selection. The struggle to retain maximum usage of station 
leasehold was a common problem for squatters throughout the settled 
districts. Self interest on the part of the station raanageraent raay have 
retarded agricultural settlement, but in the absence of realistic 
markets, such settlement was relatively unrealistic at Widgee until the 
1890s. Once the markets were available and a viable product identified, 
agricultural settlement accelerated, just at the time when the last 
station resumption was made. 14 9 By the time its last leases were 
resumed, the station and agricultural selectors were co-existing 
peacefully. Improveraents on the station freehold ensured raore efficient 
use of the land. The entire district was progressing rapidly as signs 
of progress were evident throughout. Increasingly, the district was 
displaying a unique cultural identity. Both agricultural and pastoral 
industries benefitted as a result of the improved markets of the late 
1890s. The district continued to approach its maturity as the final 
stage of community development, that of provincial maturity, was 
approaching. Despite the progress, however, the struggle with the land 
and the environment, although in many ways lessened, was still to cause 
major problems for both pastoralists and agriculturalists. 
14 9. Sir S.tephen Roberts, History of Australian land settlement. 
1788-1920. Macmillan, Melbourne, 1968, p. 262. 
Map 6 
The Widgee Wjdgee and Mia Mia leases, 1884 : 
This map shows the Mia Mia lease (16 square miles) and th 
Widgee Widgee lease (48 square miles). The leases were consolidate 
under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1884. The map shows th 
northern section as a proposed resumption (30 square miles) and th 
southern section as a proposed lease (34 square miles). Thes 
port ions were later exchanged after the influence of the static 
management was brought to bear on the Lands Department. 
[Widgee station Run File, LAN/AF 1143, QSA.] 
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Map 7 
The land exchange proposed in 1886 and 1887 : 
The leased and resumed portions of the Widgee Widgee and Mi 
Mia Runs divided under the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienatio 
Act of 1884 are shown in this map. Note the change in the portion 
for lease and resumption. The portions which were considered for th 
exchange in 1886 and 1887 are indicated as : Portions lA and IB o 
Serpentine Creek for the highly desirable Portions A and B adjacen 
to the head station. 
[Widgee station Run File, LAN/AF 1143, QSA.] 
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Map 8 
Widgee station and its pastoral neighbours, 1895 : 
This map indicates the major settlements and stations in the 
Wide Bay-Burnett districts in the 1890s, a vast change to the 
situation depicted in Map 1, following page 21. 
[Wide Bay-Burnett districts illustrating pastoral holdings, 1894, D 
1895, OSA. Reduced in scale.] 

CHAPTER SEVEN 
THE STATION IN THE 1900S 
By the early 1890s, agriculture in Queensland was on the thresh-
old of experiment and change. In the twenty-five year period, from 
1890, the scattered fragments of agricultural development in the rich 
areas of the east coast expanded to develop into the characteristic 
pattern of mixed farming and livestock rearing in south-east Queensla-
nd. 1 The nature of pastoralism in settled districts was influenced to 
change in response to demand for agricultural land. Just at the time 
when it seemed that the station had overcome all its developmental and 
ecological problems, the 1900s brought two of the greatest threats to 
the station : the great drought of 1902 and the menace of the cattle 
tick. These threats also had adverse effects on agriculturalists. The 
common problems brought both groups together, as solutions were sought 
to the disastrous situations. Accordingly, the relationships of 
pastoral and agricultural lajid owners and their various employees 
developed into a fairly complex social system. This emerged as the 
local community continued to approach the stage of provincial maturity. 
By 1900, the local social structure was also reaching its 
maturity. Despite this fact, it is notable that this structure had not 
altered significantly since the first freehold land was acquired in the 
1870s. Relationships within the structure, however, had altered 
dramatically. Ronald Lawson reports that in many areas of Queensland 
there developed certain distinct classes which became part of the 
overall colonial class structure. At Widgee, clearly identifiable from 
the hierarchy in what Lawson claims ranged from the superior to the 
inferior classes or groups, 2 were the squatter class, the independent 
selector class and the labouring class. From the early squatting 
times, the egalitarian nature of white settlement soon developed into a 
differentiated structure with the expected group conflict. The relatio-
nship and conflict between the first two classes has been carefully 
examined by Jan Walker in her study of Jondaryan, which displayed 
1. J. C, R. Camm, "Agriculture in Queensland", p. 148. 
2. R, Lawson, "Class or status? - The social structure of Brisbane 
in the 1890s", Australian journal of politics and history. Vol. 
18, No. 3, December 1972, pp. 344-345. 
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similarities to the situation at Widgee. 3 Efforts by the station 
management to perpetuate its elitist nature are clearly in agreement 
with Lawson's observations regarding the maintenance of exclusiveness 
of elitist groups in Brisbane. Despite a similar differentiation, by 
the early 1900s, the situation which had developed at Widgee displayed 
features of a united society. 4 At Widgee this was particularly evident 
in times of common difficulty, such as drought and the coming of the 
tick menace, and for the provision of services such as the local 
school. There was a significant degree of upward mobility at Widgee. 
For instance, William Cotter started work on the station as a drover in 
the late 1880s, then became a handyman, a stockman and finally head 
stockman and a prominent local grazier. 5 
Some social conflict was present, however, between neighbouring 
station managements. By the end of the 19th century, for instance, all 
was not well between Woolooga and Widgee stations. Strained relations, 
probably due to boundary disputes, were exposed through a court case 
concerning the illegal sale of a Widgee bullock. James Caulfield stated 
that on 4 September 1899 William Cotter and he met a mob of bullocks 
being driven along the road on the Curra side of the Mary River. 
Caulfield noticed a roan Widgee bullock amongst them. Later the bullock 
was seen in a railway truck at Gympie railway station and later still 
in the Enoggera saleyards in Brisbane. Hands from both stations had to 
cross one another's paddocks to reach their land and cattle frequently 
strayed on neighbouring land. In giving evidence, Jimmy Caulfield 
stated that he could tell every beast on Widgee, so readily recognized 
the bullock in question. The beast had been in O'Brien's Woolooga 
station paddock and was mustered along with the Woolooga stock. William 
Cotter also recognized the Widgee bullock at Curra. Caulfield's son, 
James Jun., who had been employed at Woolooga from the beginning of 
August,was with the mob. It appears that C. J. Booker, manager of 
Woolooga, refused advice from Caulfield's son to remove the Widgee 
bullock. It was therefore retained in the mob of fifty-three bullocks 
being consigned by Woolooga. Voss allowed the bullock to go on to 
Brisbane. According to him, Booker had always been a bad neighbour 
since he had done an unneighbourly act soon after he came to Woolooga. 
The animal was sold by Australian Estates and Mortgage Co. for £6/15/-
3. J. A. Walker, Jondaryan station. 
4. R. Lawson, "Class or status?", pp. 358-359. 
5. W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
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at their auction. After the sale, Voss and Caulfield sen. claimed the 
bullock, and deciphered the brands. When it was killed and skinned, the 
hide was then retained by Voss as evidence. On 12 September the summons 
resulting from the alleged theft was served on Booker in the ring of 
the showgrounds while he was judging horses, presumably in Gympie. At 
the Gympie Police Court, J. P. Voss of Widgee was represented by F. I. 
Power, whilst the defendant, Charles Booker, manager for Edward Booker 
jun., was represented by T. J. O'Shea. The defendant was fined £15. 6 
At this time Widgee station consisted of twenty-one main paddocks 
encompassing the Widgee freehold which formed the basis of a most 
successful system of stock management. Several of these paddocks were 
known by the names of the men who had dummied them. There were several 
common boundaries with Woolooga station. 7 
Jimmy Caulfield remained head stockman on Widgee until he 
retired about 1905. As his family grew up, they gradually assumed some 
of the roles previously undertaken by their parents. When they left 
school they were more or less conscripted by their father to work on 
the station. 8 por instance, when Martin Caulfield left the Widgee 
school in September 1901, 9 he joined his father as a full-time 
employee on the station. Although he was aged fifteen years and was a 
fairly skilled hand, he was not paid. His older brother Bill was 
similarly employed after finishing school. Martin and Bill had worked 
for the station for several months before they received remuneration, 
one Christmas, most likely 1901. As the men were being paid before the 
Christraas break that year, Voss asked the boys to report to hira at the 
office to collect a cheque each. Jimmy Caulfield sen., his older sons, 
presumably Jim, Percy and George, as well as the other stockmen who 
were employed at the time collected their cheques. Next Voss wrote out 
a cheque each for Martin and Bill, and handed them their just deserves. 
Each lad received £2/10/-, which even in those times Martin thought was 
little reward for all the work they had done. After this, Martin was 
employed as a stockman on 15/- a week. He resigned his job when his 
father wanted to drop his wages to 10/- a week. Martin then moved to 
6. GT, 20 September 1900. 
7. See Appendix 13. 
8. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1972. 
9. Widgee Provisional School admission register, Widgee State 
School. 
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Goomeri, where he performed similar work and received £1 a week.io 
Compared to today's standards, these were indeed tough times for 
employees. It is notable that at this stage dissatisfaction with low 
station wages could prompt employees to gain employment elsewhere. In 
the past, alternative employment was very limited. 
At times when the station stockmen were out on a job it would 
storm and, before they reached the head station. Station Creek would 
rise very quickly. This would sometimes block their way on the crossing 
to the homestead. As a result they would have to wait a few hours, in 
sight of home, until the level of the dangerous, swiftly-flowing stream 
dropped and they could risk a crossing. Sometimes the frustrating 
situation would be relieved when some of the homestead folk threw the 
waiting stockmen a bottle of whisky or similar liquor. Occasionally 
they would chance swimming the flooded creek, although this was not a 
recoraraended procedure, n 
In the 1890s and early 1900s brumbies were still known to run 
wild around the foot of Widgee Mountain, several kilometres south west 
of the main homestead. It was a great ambition of many of the early 
Widgee residents to capture and break-in some of these horses for 
general use. The Caulfields had the most success. Martin Caulfield had 
a brumby horse when he worked on the station. This brumby was captured 
by some of the older Caulfield boys. After noticing when and where it 
came down from the mountain to water, the boys built brumby yards 
nearby. The plan was to attempt to chase the horse between the entrance 
posts of the yards. As luck would have it, they chased the animal, but 
could not force it through the gate. Finally the men ran the animal 
down, and managed to get a rope around its neck. The horse was deter-
mined to show its spirit and fought its capture vigorously. Pulling the 
rope around a handy tree, the Caulfields waited for the brumby to tire. 
In the end the animal quietened when it injured its hip. After that it 
was fairly well broken-in. The hip mended in a few weeks and Martin 
had his horse. Numerous brumby yards were built around the Widgee 
Mountain area. They were simple constructions, made by fastening any 
sort of bush timber to suitably situated trees to make the "rails" and 
"posts" of the yard. The yards usually had a long narrow opening or 
10. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1972. 
11. M. I. Cecil, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
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gate towards which the brumbies would be driven. 12 
Later, Jim Caulfield jun. also had a brumby horse. It was caught 
as a filly in a brumby yard near Widgee Mountain. For Ellen Caulfield 
and her daughters, it was a most frightening experience for them to 
watch from their house the frequent displays of buck jumping by the 
Caulfield boys, as they broke-in their horses. On one occasion, Jim 
Caulfield was having considerable trouble with his brumby filly and 
was bucked off, landing trapped and tangled in the barbed wire of a 
fence. Fortunately he was unhurt. 13 
One day around Christmas time, probably 1900, a group of Widgee 
stockraen, including young Martin Caulfield who was helping out at the 
time, were out mustering on the Woolooga end of the run. Suddenly a 
shower of rain dropped from a cloud. Young Martin "cracked hardy" and 
continued working whilst his companions went for the shelter of some 
nearby trees. The thin cotton shirt which he was wearing did not 
protect him much and he was soon soaked to the skin. On the way back to 
the homestead Martin began to shiver. His brothers, who were also in 
the party, started to chaff him about being cold on such a hot summer's 
day. At breakfast next morning Martin managed to get up and sat in his 
usual place at the kitchen table, which happened to be directly 
opposite an open window. He stood to close the window, but was im-
mediately overcome with hot and cold shivers. This condition worsened, 
and he was sent to bed. Although he was very weak, he managed to get up 
to watch some of his brothers and their mates play cricket just outside 
the house. Once again he was stricken with the shivers and returned to 
bed, where his condition became worse still. Ellen Caulfield decided he 
would have to be taken into Gympie to the doctor. Wrapping him up 
snugly on the floor of the sulky, she drove her son to town. Martin was 
admitted to the Gympie General Hospital with a serious case of pneumon-
ia. As his life hung in the balance, the whole family was called to 
town. Treatment given to the patient included application of ice packs 
to reduce fever and later when he returned home, similar treatment with 
mustard plasters. 14 Although the trip by sulky was probably long and 
uncomfortable, by this time, at least the station was within reach of 
urgent medical attention. 
Despite the superior nature of the carefully selected Widgee 
12. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1972. 
13. Ibid. 
14. Ibid. 
143 
freehold, the station was virtually obliged to select a portion of 
inferior unselected land between Widgee and Little Widgee Creeks which 
was completely surrounded by station freehold. This land was clearly 
taken up to prevent it falling into the hands of others. As a result, 
in April 1898,William Forrest applied to select the portion, comprising 
829 acres. The land, valued at 20/- per acre, was selected under the 
Land Act of 1897 for a term of 20 years, with an annual rent of 
£41/9/-. This selection was transferred to Arnold Wienholt on 1 
September 1902. 15 
At this time new trustees were appointed to the station. On 13 
August 1902, Peter MacPherson and Arnold Wienholt were appointed as the 
trustees of the late Daniel Williams. 16 Arnold Wienholt was the son of 
Ellen Wienholt, the daughter of Daniel Williams, In this manner the 
station came under the control of the Wienholt Estates Co. Boothulla, 
Mondure and Grassraere were other properties acquired by the Estates 
Company through the estate of Daniel Williams. The Wienholt holdings 
also included Goomburra, Maryvale, Fassifern and numerous other western 
properties. 17 
Arnold Wienholt had been born at Goomburra station on the Darling 
Downs in 1877 and was educated in England at Eton College, Windsor. He 
later worked as a jackaroo on Jondaryan before enlisting for service in 
the Boer War. Wienholt refused a commission at the outbreak of the war 
and raised and equipped,at his own expense,his own troop which formed 
part of the 14th Queensland Imperial Bushmen's Contingent. This he 
joined as a non-commissioned officer and served throughout the 
carapaign. 18 Wienholt was clearly a member of the prominent grazier 
class which by this time had accumulated considerable wealth, property 
and prestige throughout the state. His period of residence in England 
whilst the family properties were maintained by managers in Queensland 
is indication of the financial power of the family company. 
On his return to Australia Arnold Wienholt took over the manage-
ment of Widgee Widgee which at this time was "capable of turning off 
15. Register of selectors, Gympie Land Agent's district. Portion 
Iv, Selection No. 1200, f. 207, LAN/P 246, QSA. 
Nomination of trustees, Peter MacPherson and Arnold Wienholt, 
13 August 1902, Document Nos 378600, 388364, QTO. 
W. F. F. Wienholt, interview with J. D, Dale, 1976, 
18. W. F. F. Wienholt, Sirumatauw : The man whom the lion bit or 
Arnold Wienholt, unpublished manuscript, 1959, pp. 2-8. 
16 
17 
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5 000 fat bullocks a year and was a sound and valuable holding. "19 
Wienholt was also joined by his brother Humphrey. 20 Apparently J. P. 
Voss remained as manager of Widgee Widgee until at least 5 November 
1903, when it was announced in the Gvmpie Times that there was a 
vacancy on the Divisional Board caused by his resignation. 21 Arnold 
Wienholt was elected to replace Voss in Division No. 1. 22 After the 
death of Wienholt's father, Ned, in January 1904, he assumed more of 
the responsibilities of the faraily company. 23 
Intensely interested in physical fitness and sport, two of 
Wienholt's greatest loves were cricket and boxing, both of which he 
encouraged at Widgee. Wienholt, who regarded boxing as the "real man's 
sport", bought his men a set of boxing gloves which were kept in the 
recreation room in the men's hut. At times he would insist that some of 
the workers should spar with one another. When there was no urgent 
work, he sometimes called a half day and all the men had a turn at 
boxing. This policy was a clear indication of his love for the sport 
and added to his popularity with the men. 24 one of the earliest 
records of Arnold Wienholt at Widgee is with regard to his score of 21 
runs in a cricket match for the Widgee cricket team on 8 June 1902,25 
Presenting the club with a new cricket kit and pitch matting, Wienholt 
became its patron and captain. 26 Arnold Wienholt was evidently intent 
on promoting the Anglo ethos which became part of his personal ex-
perience during the period of his English education. Such influences 
were significant factors in promoting social change in the district. 
Arnold Wienholt's biographer, Bill Wienholt, gives an insight 
into his character. Indicative of his hatred for anything unsporting 
Wienholt acted accordingly at Widgee : 
Some trespassers were accustomed to enter the property, 
and dynamite the fish in the creek at weekends. 
Their modus opperandi (sic), having prepared their 
charges and thrown them in the waterhole chosen, was to strip 
off and go in after the stunned fish. 
Using every scouting ability Arnold waited for them on 
one occasion and making sure they were well in the water 
(and they, hearing him eventually, trying to hide under water, 
19. Ibid, p. 8. 
20. w. F. F. Wienholt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
21. GT, 3 November 1903. 
22. Kilkivan Shire Council, List of councillors. 
23. w. F. F. Wienholt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
24. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
25. GT, 14 June 1902. 
26. M. A. Welch, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
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and as far away from hira as possible), he removed all their 
clothes and took them away to the station. Many hours later 
some very naked "ghosts" crept away from that waterhole, half 
starved and praying the dark of the night would cloak their 
nudity. 27 
Wienholt's thoroughness and meticulous attention to detail were evident 
in certain instructions which he gave to the Caulfield boys : 
I think the year was 1906, when Arnold invited his three 
sisters Muriel, Magda and Brenda to visit him and they agreed 
to come out to Queensland and to "Widgee Widgee" in the 
cooler months of that year. 
The horses on Widgee were all good quality and Arnold 
selected three beautiful animals to be quietened as hacks for 
the girls. 
To make quite sure that they were safe, and properly broken 
to side-saddle, and perfect mounts for the ladies, he made 
these two Caulfield boys wear skirts while they were handling 
these horses. 28 
The willingness of the lads to perform this role, despite the likely 
derogatory comments from their peers, is indicative of their loyalty to 
the manager. 
During this period in which the operation of the station was 
refined and consolidated, the dairy industry continued to develop as 
one of the most important occupations for selectors in the Gympie 
district. 29 By 1901 the chief farming industries in the Gympie 
district were cattle raising, dairying, pig farming, bacon curing and 
cheese making. The limited agricultural development was confined to the 
vicinity of the railway and the alluvial land near creeks and rivers. 
Although the year began with promising rains, the latter part of the 
year was extremely dry, with a rapid increase in the tick problera. 30 
From 1895 to 1902, there was a generally steady decrease in 
cattle nurabers, chiefly due to drought times during which stock owners 
were forced to sell their breeders. 3i in 1894 there were 7 012 997 
cattle in Queensland, 51 130 of which were in the Gyrapie district. 32 
By 1901 this number had not increased but had reduced to 50 223.3 3 
27. w. F. F. Wienholt, Sirumatauw, p. 9. 
28. Ibid, pp. 9-10. 
29. Gympie Land Coraraissioner report, QVP, 1900, Vol.2, p. 966. 
30. Gympie Land Commissioner report, Queensland parliamentary 
papers. 1902, Vol. 3., pp. 53-54. 
31. P. Fynnes-Clinton, "The Beef industry in Queensland, Royal 
Historical Society of Queensland journal. Vol. 6, 1961-1962, 
p. 1036. 
32. Lands Department report, QVP, 1896, Vol. 3, p. 330. 
33. Lands Department report, QPP, 1902, Vol. 3, p. 204. 
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Despite these troubled times, in October 1901, a release was issued 
from the station mortgage which had been taken out with the Commercial 
Banking Company of Sydney in 1892. 34 The number of cattle recorded in 
Queensland for 1903 was 2 481 717, indicating a dramatic decline due 
mainly to the disastrous 1901-1902 drought. 35 Young Wienholt's arrival 
at Widgee coincided with the time of the great drought. As manager of 
Widgee station during these difficult times, Wienholt met the challenge 
of his new role with determined action. He was quick to be accepted by 
the local people, due to his encouragement of sport in the district and 
especially his assistance given to selectors during the great drought. 
In this grim period, Wienholt allowed stock from the drought-stric-
ken properties of his selector neighbours, O'Donnell and Cotter, to be 
pastured in his Gumtree paddock. 36 Such consideration for the selec-
tors was in stark contrast to the conflict during the period of 
dummying. In such dry times it was fortunate that the station was able 
to shift stock to different paddocks as the feed became exhausted. As 
station stockraan Lloyd Williams noted in 1904 : 
We have been very buisy (sic) lately sending weak cattle 
down to our Brooyar paddock where we have better grass. 3 7 
The drought left stock routes empty of food and water, making it 
impossible for graziers to send stock to market. Much to the distress 
of stock owners, this resulted in the closure of meatworks when the 
demand for and prices of beef were at their highest. 38 Considerable 
stock losses due to the drought could have been greatly lessened had 
the government's railway policy been more advanced. During periods of 
drought, strategically-placed railway lines could have been used to 
transit stock to unaffected areas. 39 Unfortunately, up to that time, 
government income from land sales had been insufficient to extend 
railways to all areas where they were warranted. In the case of Widgee, 
however, the close proximity of the rail head at Curra was a distinct 
advantage to the station at this time. Another reason for the decline 
in cattle numbers was that breeding country had been resumed by the 
34. Bill of Mortgage and release endorsement, 30 Noveraber 1892, 
Document No. 264728, QTO. 
35. J. Cameron, "Pastoral industry of Queensland", pp. 5-6. 
36. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975, 
37. M. L. Williams, Widgee Widgee to Mrs A. C. Williams, Jondaryan 
station, 19 September 1904, Jondaryan station records. 
38. "Report of the Registrar General on agricultural and pastoral 
stock for 1900", QVP, 19^ 01, Vol. 4, p. 209. 
39. J. Cameron, "Pastoral industry of Queensland", p. 6. 
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Government for closer settlement and was no longer stocked with beef 
cattle. 40 
The drought of 1901-1902 was certainly one of the worst in 
Queensland's history. Not only was the countryside suffering in an 
unprecedented manner but stock losses were steadily growing as a result 
of the drought and the effects of the cattle tick, which was a newly 
arrived menace. 4i Many selectors in the Gyrapie district were without 
income and were heavily in debt, with little prospect of relief.42 
There were many mobs of cattle and sheep continually moving on the 
stock routes, in search of feed. 4 3 During the drought Bill Cotter jun, 
could remember his father making wells in the creek. This was done by 
putting a large bottomless wooden box in the sandy bed of the creek and 
digging a hole. The box would sink down as he dug, preventing cave-ins. 
Cotter would continue to dig until water was reached, and could be 
drunk by the cattle from the box. If it was too deep, the water could 
be bailed out into a trough. 44 
During the drought not only cattle, but wild animals and birds 
lay dead everywhere. Each day, at Boowoogum, May Fitzgerald would take 
out a loaf of bread and call the wild birds to be fed. So great was 
their hunger, the birds would perch on her shoulders. Remarkably, on 
Fitzgerald's selections, some small calves whose mothers had died, 
survived on the meagre pickings around the few muddy waterholes in the 
creek bed. 4 5 The 1901-1902 drought was so bad that on some of the 
properties men had to cut branches from trees as feed for the cattle. 
As soon as such cutting commenced the starving cattle were drawn to the 
scene as if by magnetisra. At Running Creek, near Kilkivan, where Jack 
Spicer lived during the drought, the creek was also reduced to a few 
miserable puddle holes. 46 
Jack Spicer could well remember the jubilation when the drought 
was broken by a big storm. 4 7 Problems of drought and fire recurred 
with menacing frequency. Lloyd Williams described the potential for 
disaster in the advent of a fire : 
40. Ibid, pp. 6-7. 
41. GT, 21 January 1902. 
42. GT, 22 November 1902. 
43. G. M. Wise, Mrs, Private scrapbook, c 1895-1910. 
44. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
45. GT, 2 September 1975. 
46. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
47. Ibid. 
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Things are very dry here now and we badly want rain, the 
grass is very dry and if a fire starts there is no hope of 
blocking it. ^ s 
One fire in the early 1900s, was started from the sparks released from 
a traction engine which was going from Gympie along the Woolooga road 
to Kilkivan. The fire started in the Weaners' paddock near "top" Woonga 
and went right through to Atkinson's paddock at Lower Woonga. 4 9 
As well as causing serious losses in stock numbers, the great 
drought destroyed or prohibited most agricultural production for the 
year. A number of farras were abandoned after the serious losses. 5o The 
rainfall in the Gyrapie district for the year 1902 was 18.99 inches 
compared with the average of 46 inches. Effects of the drought lingered 
until May 1903. Despite the problems of drought, agriculture recovered 
relatively quickly. Stock numbers took much longer to recover. 5i in 
1905, cattle numbers in the Gympie district had been reduced to 36 076. 
By the following year, this number had increased to 44 912, indicating 
the beginnings of a recovery. 52 This figure had risen to an impressive 
64 152 in 1909. 5 3 The decline in stock numbers ensured the temporary 
or permanent of closure of many local and larger export meatworks.54 
During the early 1900s the high killing capacity and resulting high 
killing rate also served to keep stock numbers down. 55 Low cattle 
numbers, together with problems of transporting frozen beef and 
inconsistencies in quantities and quality of beef shipped, meant that 
export markets, particularly that of Britain, could not be filled.56 
It is likely that the effects of the drought on the graziers indirectly 
contributed to the subsequent expansion of the dairy industry in the 
district. 
The disaster of the drought was compounded by the worsening 
cattle tick problem and the associated stock disease of redwater. In 
48. M. L. Williams, Widgee Widgee to Mervyn Williams, Jondaryan, 
12 September 1904, Jondaryan station records. 
49. W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
50. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QPP, 1903, Vol. 2, 
pp. 617-618. 
51. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QPP, 1904, Vol. 1, 
pp. 940-941. 
52. "Annual report of the Department of Agriculture and Stock for 
the year 1906-1907", QPP, 1907, Vol. 2, p. 800. 
53. Ibid. Vol. 3, p. 268. 
54. J. c. R. Camm, "The Queensland frozen beef industry", 
Australian geographer. Vol. 16, 1984, p 31. 
55. Ibid, p. 35. 
56. Ibid, pp. 36-37. 
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1896 the first tick probleras-appeared in Northern Queensland and moved 
south with travelling stock. So quickly was the spread that by 1909, 
great fears were held by stock owners on the Western Downs of what 
could occur if preventive measures were not taken. 57 when C. J. Booker 
of Woolooga brought in a train load of store bullocks from the north, 
the first ticks in the district were reputed to have come with them.58 
Steps to counter the disaster were taken directly by the government or 
by means of government encouragement. The Minister of Agriculture, 
speaking at a Rosewood Show luncheon in 1898, mentioned the advance of 
ticks. He stated that they were carried on every form of aniraal life. 
The evil effects of the pest were identified by the Department of Stock 
which viewed inoculation as the best means of avoiding loss. 59 At 
Glastonbury, in June 1900, there was a good attendance at a meeting of 
stock owners to consider erecting a dip. It was decided to establish a 
company of sixty shares at £1 each to finance the construction of a 
timber dip. According to the Stock Inspector who provided the plans, 
there were already dips at Woolooga and Brooyar. At this time, J. P. 
Voss was planning to erect two similar dips on Widgee. 60 Despite these 
steps, there were severe losses from redwater in the Gympie district 
from 1901 onwards. 6i other stock diseases also recurred. For instance, 
in 1907, there were serious outbreaks of pleuro-pneumonia in the 
district. At this time the cost of the pleuro inoculation virus, bought 
in New South Wales, was reported being £8 for 200 head and was very 
difficult to obtain. 62 Fortunately, resourceful stockmen such as 
William Cotter were able to manufacture their own serum. 63 
The station management was quick to devise methods to combat the 
approaching cattle tick plague. From the very first news of the menace, 
Arnold Wienholt investigated the practical value of inoculation as a 
preventative for redwater or Texas fever, and dipping to prevent the 
worry of ticks. Wienholt's investigations indicated he was an efficient 
scientist, and the results of his research were of great use to many 
farmers and pastoralists of south-east Queensland. He considered it 
essential to dip cattle regularly to keep thera clean of ticks. While he 
57. GT, 24 July 1909. 
58. G. Hewson, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
59. GT, 27 August 1898. 
60. GT, 7 June 1900. 
61. GT, 2 May 1901. 
62. GT, 5 January 1907. 
63. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973, 
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was at Widgee, Wienholt conducted a long-term series of experiments to 
find how often it was necessary to dip and the best procedures to take 
for inoculation, 64 Wienholt reported his research in a booklet, 
The tick trouble, published in 1909. 65 
In the winter of 1903 every effort was made to get a clean burn 
of grass to destroy as many ticks as possible. Immediately before the 
fire, all station stock was passed through one of the dips to kill any 
of ticks on their bodies. After the big burn, four weeks were allowed 
to pass before the herd was dipped, and no ticks were seen. After a 
further five weeks, the findings were the same. Finally a further seven 
weeks were allowed to pass before the cattle were put through the dip, 
and still no ticks were found. Wienholt deduced from these experiments 
that the ticks had been reduced in numbers by the procedures he had 
designed. 66 
Eventually eight dips were constructed on the station. 67 six of 
these had been built in 1903 and 1904. At the time the station was 
inspected by the journalist, "Koradji", presumably late in 1903 or 
early 1904, it was noted that there were two cattle dips on Widgee.68 
About twelve raonths later when the Gympie Times correspondent Walter 
Woolgar visited the station, there were eight dips. In the interim 
period there was obviously a massive program to have the whole station 
adequately serviced by cattle dips. Dips were constructed so that each 
one could serve two or raore of the station's paddocks, thus avoiding 
the necessity to drive the cattle more than was absolutely neces-
sary. 69 The gates of some of these had been built by Bill Cotter sen. 
and Bill Geary who worked as a handymen as well as stockmen on the 
station. Mick and Simon Purtil were probably yard builders for the 
dips. 70 This job kept them in the district for a long period of time. 
Geary, a labourer, and Simon Purtil, a stockman were both entered in the 
64. w. Woolgar, "Gympie and district", p. 37. 
65. A. Wienholt, The tick trouble, William Brooks, Brisbane, 
1909, ML. 
66. w. Woolgar, "Gympie and district", pp. 37-38. Further details 
of Wienholt's research into the tick problem is given in 
Appendix 12. 
67. See Appendix 13. 
68. 'Koradji', "The Widgee Estate", Queenslander. 27 February 
1904, p. 24. 
69. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1979. 
70. Ibid, 1973. 
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Electoral Roll for Wide Bay in 1898. 7i Simon Purtil was strll on the 
roll at Widgee in 1908. 72 Geary was still in the district in 1915.^3 
Stockman Lloyd Williams indicated a degree of excitement on the part of 
the workers in using two of the new dips : 
We tried the new dip at Macphersons, it worked very well 
indeed and when the cattle get accustomed to it we will put 
up some record times. 
We try the new dip out at the breeding side on Wednes-
day. 7 4 
Once the cattle were mustered into the dipping yards the dipping was a 
very speedy process with up to 1 048 bullocks going through in an hour 
and fifty minutes. 75 
On one occasion, Wienholt almost lost his life at the homestead 
dip whilst attempting to speed-up dipping operations. When a beast 
appeared reluctant to plunge into the dip, Wienholt made his way in 
behind it and, taking secure hold of its tail, proceeded to push it 
along. Suddenly, both man and beast tumbled forward into the caustic 
mixture. Wienholt swam out after the offending animal. With his 
emergence from the trough, his men quickly bundled hira into the 
soothing water of a nearby gully. Fortunately, he suffered no ill 
effects from his experience. 76 
In 1904 cattle intended for fattening on Widgee were brought from 
the proprietor's Burnett station, Mondure, mostly as weaners. All the 
young cattle were inoculated on their arrival, but were still dipped 
periodically to keep them clean and to save any aged stock that may 
have been brought on to the run. Wienholt considered that one of the 
greatest problems a breeder had to face was procuring good bulls to 
keep up the standard of the herd. Most of those on Widgee at that time 
had been purchased by the management from Murray-Prior of Maroon. A 
small lot of young bulls had been purchased from Yandilla station at a 
later stage. Significantly, when redwater was at its most virulent 
stage all round, there were practically no deaths from the disease in 
the station stock. This was an Outstanding achievement. When ticks were 
71. Electoral rolls of Queensland, Electoral District of Wide 
Bay, 1905, ELE/38, QSA. 
72. Ibid, 1908, ELE/49, Z1277. 
73. Ibid. 1915. ELE/75, Z1308. 
74. M. L. Williams, Widgee Widgee to Gwen Williams, Jondaryan 
station, 8 August 1904, Jondaryan station records. 
75. w. Woolgar, "Gympie and district", p, 38. 
76. M. A. Welch, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
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quite nuraerous, in 1903, only about two per cent of the herd were lost 
through redwater. 7 7 in overcoming the immediate threats of the 
potential disaster of the drought and the tick menace, Wienholt 
achieved considerable success. His general management of the station 
also proved most beneficial to its operation. The success of the 
Wienholt properties is indicated by the fact that for the year ended 31 
December 1907, the Wienholt Estates Co. of Australia Ltd. showed a 
profit of £29 517, 78 
In Wienholt's time at Widgee, the station was used for both 
breeding and fattening purposes. Before the 1902 drought large numbers 
of store bullocks were bought, fattened and turned off the run annual-
ly. These "fats" were disposed of either in the Brisbane market, sold 
to one of the meat preserving companies, or after freezing were shipped 
to Europe on the owner's account. Between 1902 and 1904, no store 
bullocks were bought. The station-bred cattle supplied all the "fats" 
turned off in that period. At that time, the herd was made up of 
shorthorn cattle, which in late 1903 numbered between 6 000 and 7 000 
head, including 2 000 cows. According to Arnold Wienholt, this was 
understocked by several thousand head. 79 The suitability of Widgee to 
agriculture or dairying was readily noticed by "Koradji". He reported 
that up to 8 000 head of cattle had been fattened on Widgee in one 
year. At the time of his visit, the stock numbered 5 000 cattle.80 
According to the Post Office Directories, Widgee stock numbers for the 
early 1900s were : 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
7 054 cattle 
8 000 cattle 
4 000 cattle 
4 000 cattle 
4 000 cattle 
8 286 cattle 
6 453 cattle 
1907 
1908 
1909-10 
1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
7 649 cattle 
7 649 cattle 
7 649 cattle 
7 649 cattle 
8 786 cattle 
200 horses 
8 786 cattle 
200 horses 
81 
The detrimental effects of the 1902 drought are clearly evident in the 
reduced numbers between 1901 and 1904. These figures also verify the 
slow progress in re-establishing stock numbers after the drought. 
77. w. Woolgar, "Gympie and district", p. 38. 
78. GT, 21 July 1908. 
79. w. Woolgar, "Gyrapie and d i s t r i c t s " , p . 38. 
80. ' K o r a d j i ' , "Widgee e s t a t e " , p . 24. 
81. Information extracted from Queensland Post Office Directories. 
1900-1912, JOL. 
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There was little recovery in the development of new export 
meatworks until 1913, by which time increasing stock numbers were the 
impetus for two new freezing works to be completed. 82 Rebuilding the 
state's stock numbers took five to six seasons before the export market 
could be expanded. There was a consistent underutilization of killing 
capacity stemming from the problems of maintaining constant and 
balanced herds in, what seemed to many, the harsh environment of 
Queensland. 83 Once the difficulties of the drought and tick problem 
had been overcome, better times lay ahead for stations such as Widgee. 
By 1905 Queensland's exports of frozen and canned meats maintained a 
splendid reputation throughout the world. 84 The state's beef cattle 
numbers had recovered by 1910, to the order of 4.6 million. 85 By 1914 
the nurabers exceeded 5 raillion, 86 indicating that despite serious 
problems, the cattle industry remained soundly established in Queensl-
and's economic make-up. 
Throughout these troubled times, the quality of horse stock at 
Widgee was maintained. Widgee horses with the U7U brand had been 
favourably known since the 1860s. Distinguished horse stock had been 
retained on the station ever since. In 1904 the New Zealand bred blood 
stallion, Wellstock by St Ledger, out of Musket Maid, presided over a 
stud of six thoroughbred and thirty well bred mares reared on the 
station. In 1906 the first foals from Wellstock were broken-in. Other 
valuable horseflesh on the station in the early 1900s included the 
heavy draught stallion, Craig Miller from Tasmania. He was recognized 
as the best horse of his class in the district, chiefly through his 
successes on the Gympie showground. Master Lyon, another heavy draught 
stallion, was brought from another Wienholt property, Maryvale, and had 
been champion heavy draught stallion at the Brisbane Exhibition of 
1902. Craig Miller and Master Lyon were mated to fifty or sixty roomy, 
big-boned mares. It was expected that their stock would find ready 
sale. 87 
To continue the long tradition of the excellent horse stock at 
Widgee, in 1908 Arnold Wienholt imported three magnificent blood 
82. J. c. R. Camm, "Queensland frozen beef industry", p. 32. 
83. Ibid, p. 35. 
84. J. Cameron, "Pastoral industry of Queensland", p. 5. 
'^ 5, J. H. Kelly, Beef in Northern Australia, Australian National 
University Press, Canberra, 1971, p. 13. 
86. p. Fynnes-Clinton, "Beef industry in Queensland", p. 1036. 
87. w. Woolgar, "Gympie and district", p. 38. 
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stallions, Thor, Borghese and Kilwinning from England. These horses, 
all racing stallions, were purchased in England by Wienholt when he was 
visiting with his brother Daniel. Borghese had won eight races,includ-
ing the Great Cheshire Handicap and Prince of Wales' Handicap as well as 
securing eight seconds and four thirds in important events. Thor and 
Kilwinning were also very successful starters. The animals were chosen 
from a large number of horses inspected, with particular attention 
given to thickness and stoutness of build. Wienholt expected to get 
good stock when the stallions were mated with Queensland raares. Once 
the stallions were at Widgee, he intended to entice stock breeders to 
bring their raares to Widgee instead of sending them south for servic-
ing, as was the practice up to that time. 88 
Bert Spring, a saddler of Mary Street, Gyrapie, remembered Thor 
and Borghese being stabled in Gympie at the rear of the Freemason's 
Hotel before they were brought out to Widgee. They were quite a 
spectacle to behold and created much public interest. 89 Apparently 
Kilwinning did not arrive at the same time as Thor and Borghese. This 
is verified by the fact that only the prowesses of Thor and Borghese's 
were advertised together in the Gympie Times. 90 A groom, Harry 
Hackett, was specially employed to take charge of them at Widgee where 
they were kept in stables in Enfield's paddock. Hackett had been 
brought from Wienholt's Fassifern property. 9i Up to about 1910, when 
there was a considerable amount of horsebreeding carried out at Widgee, 
paspalum was grown in a cultivation tendered by the station yardman on 
the banks of Emu Plain and Camp Creeks, in the Widgee Creek paddock. 
This grass was mown to make hay. After this time, fodder was purchased 
and brought to the horseyards and stables by the yardman. For many 
years, up to about 1908, Christie Jeans was the chief horsebreaker at 
Widgee. The breaking-in yards were part of the horseyards which were 
downstream on Station Creek from the homestead. Jeans was an itinerant 
worker, breaking-in for quite a number of properties and was ranch 
respected in his profession. 92 
Manumbar station leased the stallion Kilwinning for two seasons 
in 1908-1909. When Kilwinning was being returned to Widgee, Bill Cotter 
88. GT, 15 August 1907. 
89. H. Spring, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
90. GT, 1 October 1908 - 31 December 1908. 
91. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
92. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975, 
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jun., who was employed on Manumbar at the time, accompanied the manager 
of Manumbar, Johnny Summers and his wife one Sunday. As that mag-
nificent stallion was brought over the range, Mrs Summers stopped with 
the Hillcoat faraily at the foot of the Manumbar range, while the two 
men continued to Widgee. Summers later made his way back to Manumbar 
via Hillcoats', while young Cotter rode the short distance from the 
Widgee horaestead to where his parents lived and joined them for dinner.93 
Ironically, the fine, upstanding and spirited stock of the earlier 
Enfield breed were even more successful at Widgee than Arnold Wien-
holt's 1908 imports and their stock. The Enfield stock remained promin-
ent until the end of the station. 94 Blarney, which later became a 
legend in the Gympie Fire Brigade as one of their horses, was a Widgee-
bred horse. At sixteen hands, he was a splendidly proportioned bright, 
bay gelding, probably from Enfield. Blarney was sold to the Fire 
Brigade at the end of 1908, where his job was to draw the heavy hose 
reel to fires. 95 
George "Stumpie" Hewson worked as a drover for Widgee cattle on 
one occasion in 1899, When the drovers were needed, messages would be 
sent by letter to them by one of the station workers to ascertain if 
the men wanted the jobs. Other than that, news of a job would always be 
passed on by word of mouth. There was usually a month or so between 
droving trips to Brisbane, depending on the condition of the cattle. 
Hewson helped drove Widgee cattle which had been sent to Mondure, where 
Joe Bushnell was manager. The number of men on a droving trip would be 
determined by the size of the mob of cattle. Usually there were three 
men for two hundred cattle and about six men per thousand head. The 
general rate of pay was £1 a week and food. Sometimes the drovers might 
manage 25/-. Generally it would take a fortnight to sixteen days to 
travel to Brisbane, at the rate of about 20 kilometres a day. The usual 
route taken was from Mondure to Nanango, Kilcoy, Woodford and on to 
Brisbane. While droving it was necessary to watch the cattle all night. 
At times the night camps were formed round a corner fence. Otherwise a 
round camp was formed. The stockmen would need to patrol this camp 
until the cattle settled down. There were mostly large cattle stations 
en route, but at that time closer settlement was increasing. Within a 
few years, as closer settlement took place and rail services improved, 
93. Ibid. 
94. Ibid. 
95. R. Donald, Gympie 100 years, p. 113. 
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large mobs were then railed to Brisbane. Where the cattle were delive-
red would depend upon to whom they were sold. Some of the places to 
where Hewson remembered delivering cattle included Eagle Farm meat 
works, Enoggera saleyards, Newmarket saleyards and Cannon Hill yards. 
Once the cattle had been delivered and the drovers were paid, they 
would set off on their return trip. In those days bullocks would bring 
£2-3 a head and fat cows 30/- a head. 9 6 
On the occasion he drove the Widgee cattle, Hewson helped Bill 
Cotter sen. from Widgee take one of three 200 head mobs of spayed fat 
cows from Mondure to Eagle Farm saleyards. The total of 600 cows were 
taken off in a three day period. Before starting on this trip, Hewson 
waited at Mondure in the bachelor's quarters for about a week until the 
cattle were ready to be moved. At Eagle Farm the three lots of cattle 
were put in a paddock just near the meatworks. At that time, weekly 
sales were held at Newmarket and Enoggera saleyards. The cattle which 
Hewson took to Eagle Farm had been sold beforehand and were simply 
delivered to be killed. Most frequently, buyers came to the stations to 
exaraine and select the cattle. Usually once they were selected and 
arrangements were being made for their delivery, the drovers would be 
sought. 9 7 On other occasions, buyers would inspect the aniraals on site 
and buy an entire paddock of stock, then arrange to have thera trucked 
or driven where they were needed. 98 Mostly cattle were sold before the 
droving took place. Drovers drove for anyone who required their 
services. Sometimes they would take one mob after another to Brisbane.99 
As rail transport improved, Widgee cattle would be driven to the yards 
at Curra railway station and trucked from there to the saleyards in 
Brisbane or to the buyers. lOO Once the cattle arrived in Brisbane, 
they were in good condition, ready to be slaughtered, loi Such quick, 
efficient transport was in contrast to the slower droving days when the 
condition of stock tended to deteriorate during transit. 
The co-operative working of Widgee Widgee and Mondure is indi-
cated in considerable stock movements recorded from Mondure to Widgeie 
in 1905 and 1907 : 
96 G. Hewson, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
97. Ibid. 
98 W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1979. 
99. G. Hewson, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
100 W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1979. 
101. G. Hewson, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
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600 weaners; 102 
200 weaners; 103 
800 mixed weaners; 104 
100 cows and 700 steers. i05 
There were other notable movements between the Wienholt properties, 
such as Arabella and Jondaryan. 106 Some stock was sold locally, such 
as the one hundred and twenty fat cows from Widgee sold to A. J. 
Fisher, a Gympie butcher, in August 1907. 107 other stock was purchased 
at Widgee and trucked to Brisbane, such as one hundred and twenty-six 
bullocks purchased by Baynes Brothers from Brisbane. 108 At the 
Enoggera cattle sales in 1899, sixty cows frora Widgee brought between 
£3/17/6 and £5/2/6, averaging £4/5/10. i09 widgee stock disposed of at 
the Enoggera Fat Stock Sales in October 1902 included thirty-eight 
bullocks which brought between £6 and £9/2/6 per head, with an average 
of £7/14/2. 110 Such prices ensured considerable profits for the 
station. By 1910 stock was sold to other stations, transported to other 
Wienholt properties, transported to saleyards or sold to raeatworks. 
Stock work reraained dangerous for the stockmen. At about 6 p.m. 
on Friday 30 September 1904, a party of Widgee station stockmen were 
returning to the main homestead after a day's work in the Gumtree 
paddock. One of the riders, twenty year old Maurice Lloyd Williams,was 
trailing the main group when he lost control of his mount and was 
thrust against a tree. Noticing that Williams was missing, his com-
panions retraced their tracks and found the missing man, unconscious. 
Williams, who had sustained a fractured skull, was taken to Widgee 
homestead. Medical assistance was sent for immediately from Gympie. Dr 
Ahern arrived frora Gympie at 3 a.m. the following morning, but was 
unable to save Williams, who died three hours later. Williams was a 
grandson of J. C. White and was a son of Charles Williams, manager of 
Jondaryan. m Jane Hogan, formerly Caulfield, remembered news arriving 
at the horaestead of the stockraen who was badly injured. At first it was 
not clear who was injured, and the Caulfields feared it was their 
102. GT, 2 December 1905. 
103. GT, 9 December 1905. 
104. GT, 16 December 1905. 
105. GT, 13 July 1907. 
106. GT, 9 February 1907. 
107. GT, 3 August 1907. 
108. GT, 1 February 1908. 
109. GT, 23 September 1899. 
no. GT, 4 October 1902. 
111. GT, 4 October 1904. 
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brother George. It appears the men had been hurrying home in an attempt 
to beat a threatening storm. That evening there was to have been a 
party at Cotters' homestead, which the stockmen were going to attend. 
Under the circumstances the party was cancelled. 112 Arnold Wienholt 
wrote the following lines to Lloyd Williams' mother : 
I am so pleased that you will arrange and go through all the 
dear old fellows belongings yourself with Gwen. (Williams' 
sister) 
I have always felt so responsible for your boy that I only 
wish it had been me instead, as I don't suppose it would have 
hurt me nothing seems to & anyhow wouldn't have mattered very 
much if it had. n3 
During his brief stay at Widgee, Williams wrote regularly to 
merabers of his faraily who lived at Jondaryan station. His letters form 
a valuable record of life on Widgee station during this period. 
Ironically, several of his letters mention accidents which occurred on 
the property. Writing from Widgee Widgee to his sister Gwen, on Monday 
8 August, Williams explained that Jimray Caulfield was recovering from 
an accident and described an accident sustained by the station book-
keeper, David Hutton : 
Caulfield is not back at work just yet but should be fit 
enough to start next week, his ribs were right some time ago 
but his arm has been very painful. The muscles at the 
shoulder were very badly strained or as he expresses it "were 
torn right away from the arm." 
I don't know whether you have heard about Mr Hutton's 
little spill. Black Quail flung him, then turned around and 
danced a polka on him and finished up by putting the saddle 
neatly on his head. 
The happened last Saturday week. I took him into the 
hospital on Sunday and he has been there ever since. 
Doctor says there are no bones broken only badly bruised 
and strained and should be alright soon. I heard from him on 
Saturday, he says he has been under treatment and should be 
able to use his leg by tomorrow. n4 
Hutton became bookkeeper and store keeper in 1902, replacing James John 
Robertson, who had taken the position in 1900. ii5 Robertson had 
apparently replaced J. F. Atkinson. Williams further indicated the 
112. J. Hogan, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
113. A. Wienholt, Queensland Club, Brisbane to Mrs A. C. 
Williams, 4 October 1904, Jondaryan station records. 
114. M. L. Williams, Widgee Widgee to Gwen Williams, 8 August 
1904, Jondaryan station records. 
115. Electoral rolls of Queensland. Electoral district of Wide 
Bay, 1905, ELE/38, QSA. 
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dangers of stock work when he described an accident sustained by Arnold 
Wienholt's brother, Humphrey : 
We were camped out at the Preemptive last week. I rode the 
Crow and Laura but neither did anything, however Humphrey 
distinguished himself by falling off. 
He was riding an old cull and he started rearing and 
Humphrey instead of giving him his head pulled on the reins 
and then got frightened and fell off over the back of the 
saddle, ne 
A number of tragedies are associated with the lives of the 
Caulfields at Widgee. In 1898 Jimmy Caulfield senior sustained a 
serious break to his leg, which caused him a great deal of trouble in 
later years. The injury had been attended to by a doctor at Widgee 
before Caulfield was taken by buggy to the Gympie hospital. It appears 
the leg was poorly set by a doctor in the hospital, with the result 
that it was necessary to rebreak the leg in order to set it again. 
Caulfield maintained the doctor was negligent. Caulfield's accusation, 
coupled with claims that the surgeon was intoxicated at the time, were 
discussed at a meeting of the Gympie Hospital Board, at which Caulfield 
conducted his own case. The claims, however, were refuted through lack 
of evidence. ii7 In the space of two years, between November 1903 and 
November 1905, the real family tragedies came with the deaths of Clara, 
George and Percy, three of Jimray and Ellen Caulfield's children, 
Clara Caulfield had suffered consumption for a number of years 
before she finally succumbed to the illness in November 1903. n8 She 
had lived for a time out in the drier climate at Dalby sanatorium and 
in Roma, where she had raade good progress. After her return to Widgee, 
one day she was out riding with her father, when she began coughing 
uncontrollably. From then on, her condition deteriorated. n9 
On 14 January 1905, 120 Arnold Wienholt instructed George 
Caulfield to ride a particularly troublesome horse. Once mounted, the 
animal raced towards a half-opened gate. In an effort to avoid injury 
frora colliding with the gateway, Caulfield attempted to jump clear and 
was kicked in the head by the aniraal. He was taken unconscious to his 
father's cottage. Bill Geary was despatched to Gympie for the doctor. 
116. M. L. Williaras, Widgee Widgee to Mervyn Williams, Jondaryan 
station, 12 September 1904, Jondaryan station records. 
117. Gyrapie Truth. 1 September 1898. 
118. GT, 19 November 1903. 
119. J. Hogan, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
120. GT, 17 January 1905. 
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After negotiating the flooded creeks between Widgee and Gympie, the 
doctor reached the injured man and performed an operation on the dining 
room table of the home. Eventually, Caulfield was transferred to the 
Gympie hospital, where a plate was inserted in his head to replace the 
bone fragments which had been smashed. He seemed to make a good 
recovery, 121 assisted by a private nurse. Nurse Olander, who was 
employed by Wienholt to tend his needs at home. 122 Unfortunately, 
abscesses began forming and Caulfield returned to Gympie where a 
further operation was performed. All was to no avail, for he died on 17 
April. 123 
Percy Caulfield, like most of his brothers, worked on the station 
from the time he finished school. Remuneration was, however, not 
especially good and, as was the case with his brother, Martin, he 
sought employment elsewhere. At this time, Jim Caulfield jun. was 
employed as a miner in Gympie, so Percy joined him to work there. 
Mining however did not agree with Percy's health. He caught a bad cold, 
which developed into galloping consumption. Returning home, he died on 
the afternoon of 7 November, 1905, at the age of 25 years. Soon 
afterwards, Jimmy Caulfield retired and moved to Woolooga, 124 where he 
leased and later purchased station paddocks, which were subdivisions of 
Portion No. 859. 125 
Jack Spicer, who was the son of station dummy, John Spicer, was 
born in Gympie in June 1892 and started work on the Brooyar outstation 
of Widgee in 1908 or 1909. At Brooyar, where his wages were set at 
22/6d a week, Spicer replaced Mick Buckley when he moved to work on 
Mondure. In charge of Brooyar at that time was a German immigrant 
called Emile Broodline, whom Arnold Wienholt had brought frora Fas-
sifern. Broodline, who lived in the Brooyar homestead with his wife and 
daughter was, however, suffering from consumption. Spicer, employed as 
a boundary rider, checked the security of the paddocks at that end of 
the station. These included Homer's, Peter's, Spicer's, Bongmuller and 
the Brooyar pre-emptive, a^ well as MacPherson's and other paddocks 
between Brooyar and O'Leary's crossing, later Bell's bridge. Spicer 
would come in to the main homestead about once a fortnight to collect 
121. J. Hogan, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
122. GT, 7 February 1905. 
123. M. I. Cecil, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976; also 
Personal notebook. 
124. Ibid. 
125. See Appendix 8. 
161 
meat for the outstation. The men at Brooyar would assist the stockmen 
from Widgee homestead in dipping and mustering the paddocks between 
Brooyar and the Mary River, Alternately, the men frora the head station 
would assist the Brooyar raen dip their own paddocks. 126 
After the Caulfield faraily had left the station, the cottage 
where they lived became the men's quarters for the stockmen and with no 
Caulfields to do the work, it was necessary to employ a number of other 
men. Jack Spicer occupied these quarters for about two years after he 
came in from Brooyar where he had stayed about twelve months. Fellow 
employees when he arrived at Widgee included Fred Harris, Tommy Chay, 
Evan and Tom David and Bill Cotter sen., who had by this time replaced 
Jimmy Caulfield as head stockman. 127 Jimmy Chay, Tommy's brother also 
worked on Widgee, and was a very good bush jockey. Tommy and Jimmy Chay 
were part Chinese and had also been brought by Arnold Wienholt from 
Fassifern. Their father had worked on Mungy station near Gayndah and 
came to Brooyar where he worked for a period of time before going to 
Fassifern. Tom David and another Widgee stockman, Tom Dawson also went 
to work on Fassifern after leaving Widgee. Evan David was periodically 
at Widgee and spent time managing Wienholt's Mondure holding before 
returning to Widgee. 128 The movement of stockmen between the various 
Wienholt properties indicates the degree to which the Wienholts 
retained good workers. At this advanced stage of the station's history, 
it again reflects a significant degree of mutual job and management 
satisfaction for work arrangements. This trend was still in evidence up 
to the time when the station ceased functioning. It is also significant 
to note the degree to which second generations in families gained 
employment with the Wienholts, for example, the Caulfields, Chays, 
Standens, Spicers and later the O'Briens and Cotters. This tradition is 
a further example of the increasing social stability of the district. 
By the time Jack Spicer worked at Widgee, Arnold Wienholt no 
longer lived there. He had appointed a manager. 129 Wienholt probably 
left Widgee in 1907, when he travelled to England. On his return from 
England, he resided on Fassifern and assumed the position of general 
manager of the Wienholt Estates Co. In 1909 his political ambitions 
126. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
127. Evan John David was first listed in the Electoral Rolls 
as a stockman in 1906, Electoral rolls of Queensland, Wide 
Bay Electoral District, 1910, ELE/55. 
128. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
129. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
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were realized when he was elected to the state seat of Fassifern.i30 
Wide Bay was not forgotten by him. For instance, in 1911, he joined 
other political representatives in a public meeting at Glastonbury to 
discuss a referendum which was topical at that time. I3i In 1913,when 
Wienholt stood for the federal seat of Wide Bay, he was narrowly 
defeated by the then Prime Minister, Andrew Fisher. 132 in many 
respects Wienholt became a leading authority on stock and property 
management. He was a much respected person in the Gympie district. His 
public image was a real asset to his political ambitions. 
Wienholt was in many ways a peculiar man, but was very highly 
regarded by his employees. Always time-efficient, he was frequently 
rushing and expected his raen to work in the same manner. After moving 
frora Widgee, he would occasionally return on lightning visits. His 
usual purpose in these visits was to assist with and supervised stock 
work during busy mustering periods, or to examine the station records. 
His first manager, Charlie Gall 133 was replaced by Richard Barton 
Thornton who was first listed on the state Electoral Rolls in October 
1909. 134 When he was intending to make a visit, Wienholt would usually 
write to the manager to inform him of the impending visit. Most 
frequently, the manager would drive to Gympie to pick up the general 
manager from the train. After staying for two or three days the manager 
would drive Wienholt back to the railway station. 135 When Jack Spicer 
was at Brooyar, it was sometiraes his job to bring a spare saddle horse 
in to Woolooga railway station and meet the general manager frora the 5 
a.m. train. Wienholt would then check the Brooyar paddocks before 
moving on to Widgee. Soraetiraes he travelled from Widgee to Mondure 
where he stayed for a few days before moving on to another property. In 
travelling from Widgee to Mondure, Wienholt would be driven back to 
Woolooga, where he would catch the train to Murgon. On arriving in 
Murgon he would be met by another employee who would convey him to 
Mondure. 136 
On one occasion when Wienholt arrived at Widgee unannounced, he 
130. w. F. F. Wienholt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
131. GT, 18 April 1911. 
132. w. F. F. Wienholt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
133. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
134. Electoral rolls of Queensland, Wide Bay Electoral district, 
1910, ELE/55, QSA. 
135. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
136. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
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was told that the station manager, Thornton, and all of the stockmen 
including the head stockman, Bill Cotter, were on a bangtail muster in 
the Black Prince paddock. They were checking for any cows which had not 
been bangtailed to indicate they had been spayed. Wienholt rode out to 
investigate. He disagreed with Thornton having all of his men on such a 
muster, explaining that they were wasting their time. Quick to react 
when his interests were threatened, that night Thornton was disraissed.i37 
Harry Cecil Webb, a Widgee stockraan replaced Thornton and much to 
the dismay of his peers, moved from the men's quarters into the 
homestead. Bill Cotter sen, could have easily filled the role of 
manager, but was more valuable as head stockman. Cotter continued to 
live on his home dairy farm about 2 kiloraetres upstreara and across 
Station Creek from the horaestead. 138 Around this time also, a young 
man named Ivan Lewis, a former Gympie bank officer, started work on the 
station. 139 
After leaving school, Bill Cotter jun. first secured a job as a 
stockman up Glastonbury Creek at Myravale, where he had replaced a 
neighbour from Widgee, Jim Dale. Following that. Cotter moved to 
Manumbar station. Late in 1910, when Tommy Chay left Widgee to work as 
groom to blood horses at Arnold Wienholt's Fassifern property, there 
was a vacancy at Widgee. Bill Cotter sen. told his son, "There's a job 
down there if you want it, as long as you do as you're told." Young 
Bill had left Manumbar about a month before and at this time was at 
home, unemployed. So in 1910, at the age of seventeen, he started work 
as a stockraan at Widgee also at 22/6d a week and keep. Even in those 
days, this was regarded as a fairly low wage. In addition, stockmen 
were given a saddle allowance of £2 per year if they used their own 
saddles. Most stockmen preferred to use their own saddles as the 
station ones were, "...very hard, old stubs which wouldn't ride very 
well." 140 
Work at Widgee was long and hard, from dawn to dusk, six days a 
week. When the men were droving, they worked seven days a week for no 
extra pay. Other stockmen at Widgee when Cotter worked there included 
Evan David, Mick Buckley, Fred Harris, Mick Perrice (known as Mick 
Perry), Tom O'Brien (who was the son of a forraer station employee), 
137. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
138. Ibid. 
139. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1978. 
140. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
164 
David Hutton and Ivan and Cyril Lewis, m 
To start a routine day on the station, Evan David, who was a 
resident in the men's hut, would rise and walk down to the horaestead 
kitchen or cook house for the breakfast, and day's provisions. The 
latter usually consisted of sandwiches if the men were to be out on the 
property for lunch. David would place the day's lunches, if any, in the 
men's saddle bags. Meanwhile, the remainder of the stockmen living in 
the men's hut would rise, wash, and get ready for the day's work. 
Washing facilities were somewhat primitive. The men were required to go 
outside to the tank beside the hut and wash there. A lump of soap, and 
an enamel dish were provided. When each man finished his wash, he 
turned the dish over, ready for the next in line. When Evan David 
arrived back with the breakfast, the men would be ready to dine in the 
men's hut kitchen. With breakfast over they were ready for work. It was 
necessary to round up the horses for the day's jobs. One of the men 
would have his own horse kept overnight in a small enclosure at the 
horse yards. After breakfast, he would go to the yards, saddle up, and 
set off to the station horse paddock. There he would round up the 
horses to be used by the other stockmen that day. Once the horses were 
found, the stockman would drive tiiem back to the yards. By this time 
the other stockraen would have collected their saddles and saddle bags 
containing their lunches from the saddle room and would be waiting at 
the horse yards. When the horses were secure in one of the yards, the 
head stockraan, who would have already seen the manager in his office, 
would give the orders for the day. With the orders clear, the horses 
would be selected and saddled and the day's work could commence. 142 
The homestead kitchen had a very large wood-burning stove, big 
enough to cater for all those employed by the station. There were two 
servants attached to the homestead, one a cook, and the other a 
housekeeper. At one stage, both servants were Japanese raen, the cook's 
name being Quaggie and the servant, Tunda. By the time Bill Cotter jun. 
worked on the station, however, the servants' positions were filled by 
women. The servants carried the food for the residents of the homestead 
along the verandah to the dining room, where it was served in style. If 
the stockraen returned to base by night, the raen would collect their 
evening meal from the homestead kitchen and carry it to the men's hut 
141. Ibid. 
142. Ibid. 
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kitchen where they dined. The station hands and stockmen subsisted 
mainly on corned beef, bread, jam, and syrup, but no butter. Fresh beef 
was a luxury. About once a week a beast was killed. It would usually 
provide the main part of the food for everyone on the station for the 
week. David Hutton was responsible for the meat supply. Stores, at this 
time, came frora Gyrapie to Woolooga by rail and were l^ rought from 
Woolooga on a dray driven by the "cow boy." The "cow boy" was also 
responsible for milking five or six cows which kept the homestead in 
milk, as well as assisting with the killing of cattle and butchering 
the carcasses for the station meat supply. 143 
After the horses were used for about four months, they would be 
turned out for a rest in the Woonga Pre-emptive paddock. They would be 
replaced by spelled horses which were usually very frisky indeed. After 
the introduction of new horses, the yards were "like a rodeo for a few 
days." 144 The stockmen's work did not vary greatly. The scope of the 
work involved : carrying out periodic dipping; preparing the "fats" 
(fat cattle) for transportation and transporting thera to the rail at 
Curra; checking the condition of fences; and mustering the cattle from 
paddock to paddock. Widgee stockmen often camped out, sometimes for a 
week at a time. This was essential at mustering and dipping times. 
Allowing for this, there was a hut near the Woonga Pre-emptive dip 
which at least provided shelter for the men overnight. At Homer's dip, 
they occasionally camped out beneath the overhang of the dip roof, as 
there was no hut there. Around Homer's dip, there were four cattle 
paddocks, and dipping would take up to two days. At this stage the 
cattle were Hereford-shorthorn cross. 145 
Station workers had very little spare time. Their only day off, 
when they were granted it, was Sunday. The main Sunday amusement was 
playing cricket, either in the homestead area or on the school's 
ant-bed pitch. Inter-district competitions were played. Teams from 
Kilkivan, Black Snake and Glastonbury frequently competed. About once a 
month, there was a dance in the district, usually at one of the 
schools, Glastonbury, Widgee or Brooyar. They were organized by the 
respective school committees, usually starting on Saturday nights and 
continuing until dawn. Supper was provided at midnight and breakfast at 
143. Ibid. 
144. Ibid. 
145. Ibid. 
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dawn. The cost was very reasonable at half a crown each, ns ^ Bachelo-
r's Ball held in the Widgee schoolroom in 1901, for instance, attracted 
over forty couples. 14 7 Cricket matches were often held after the 
dances. 148 One of the earliest recorded cricket matches in the 
district involved Widgee playing Black Snake on the King's Birthday, a 
week after the Bachelor's Ball in 1901. The visitors won by one 
run. 149 Even well after the turn of the century, the Glastonbury races 
remained a popular event in the district. 150 Cribbage was also a 
popular form of recreation at Glastonbury. A match played at the 
Glastonbury hotel in March 1905 involved Gympie playing against a 
combined Widgee-Glastonbury team. The activities continued until 
daylight. i5i A big event for Widgee each year was the school picnic. 
In June 1901 this culminated with thirty-five couples at a dance in the 
little slab school building. 152 The Glastonbury Creek hospital social, 
held in October 1910, in aid of the Gyrapie Hospital, was quite success-
ful. At this time, the Glastonbury Cricket Club was reformed on fine 
grounds opposite the hotel. Indicative of growing social maturity, the 
Widgee people were preparing to hold a hospital social of their own at 
this time. They had previously joined with Glastonbury to support their 
hospital socials. i53 
Shooting was an important means of recreation for stockmen, as 
Lloyd Williams explained : 
Arnold and I went for a long walk on Sunday looking for 
quail, not quail shooting because we did not do the shooting 
part. 
Arnold is going to Brisbane on Friday so we are going to 
have a hard try to get some on Thursday for him to take down. 
I find that if I get one quail to less than five shots I am 
shooting well. 
There are a mob of wood-ducks on a lagoon not far from hear 
(sic), very quiet but cunning, they settle on trees about 100 
yards away. I am going up there next Sunday with a rifle and 
see what I can do. 154 
The wood ducks reraained elusive : 
146. Ibid. 
147. GT, 7 November 1901. 
148. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
149. GT, 14 November 1901. 
150. GT, 30 Noveraber 1901. 
151. GT, 21 March 1905. 
152. GT, 15 June 1901. 
153. GT, 3 November 1910. 
154. M. L. Williaras, Widgee Widgee to Mervyn Williams, 12 
Septeraber 1904, Jondaryan station records. 
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I had a try at shooting yesterday but had not luck only saw 
three wood-duck and they got first view so never got a shot. 
The shooting is very poor here considering what fine creeks 
we have and very few people about to frighten them. 155 
The Widgee station stockraen, like many men in the district, patronized 
Pike's vineyard at Brooyar, where in grape season. Pike's "snake juice" 
and grapes were sold cheaply. Widgee employees always mixed with the 
settlers of the district in their recreational pursuits. 15^ District 
unity, as displayed in recreational pursuits, was an important develop-
ment in the maturing community. So too was unity in times of troubles. 
This was clearly evident at the time of the great drought and the tick 
menace. 
Unity was also displayed by dairymen who sought to improve their 
situation. In 1909 the Widgee Provisional School was the venue for a 
meeting of Widgee dairymen who joined forces in an attempt to overcome 
problems in securing better prices for their cream. There was grave 
dissatisfaction with the Gympie Butter Factory. F. S. Schollick, 
director Tiaro Butter Factory, and his manager addressed the meeting 
and proposed that producers should send their cream 20 kiloraetres to 
Woolooga railway station, from where it could be railed to Tiaro within 
six hours. This compared with sending it to Gympie via Glastonbury 
which then took eighteen hours, during which time the cream was reduced 
in quality. 157 
Despite the many problems, in the first decade of the century the 
incidence of agricultural land utilization in the Gyrapie district 
increased considerably. Climatic conditions also favoured graziers. In 
particular, however, the increase in dairying was most noticeable.158 
In 1900 the 154 dairying establishments in the Gympie district provided 
the raw material from which local factories produced 182 310 pounds of 
butter, 159 By 1909 there were 435 dairies and 758 548 pounds of butter 
manufactured at local factories. 160 in response to these developments 
155. M. L. Williaras, Widgee Widgee to Mrs A. C. Williaras, 
Jondaryan, 19 September 1904, ibid. 
156. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
15 7. GT, 6 November 1909. 
158. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QPP, 1905, Vol. 2, p. 400. 
See Map 9 following p. 168. 
159. "Report of the Registrar-General on agricultural and pastoral 
statistics for 1900", QVP, 1901, Vol. 4, p. 217. 
160. Department of Agriculture and Stock report, QPP, 1910, Vol. 
3, p. 276. 
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the Woolooga Estate, which was recommended for repurchase by the 
government under the Closer Settlement Act in 1906,was eventually 
opened for selection in 1907. i6i The estate consisted of forty-five 
portions ranging in area from 150 acres to 760 acres, with purchase 
prices ranging frora £450 to £1 650. An initial deposit of 10% was 
required from selectors, with the balance over twenty-five years.i62 
As expected, this promoted further development of agriculture and 
dairying, despite the recurring menace of ticks and redwater. i63 
By surviving the great drought and the tick menace, the station 
had once again triuraphed in its continuing struggle for the land. The 
increased sophistication in its operation, the increase in agricultural 
activity in the district, the demand for agricultural land and the 
growing maturity of the district in relation to communications, 
community action and recreation were all indicative of readiness for 
the emergence of the stage of provincial maturity. This stage, however, 
could not be achieved while the station still existed and full utiliza-
tion of the sraall-tirae agricultural potential of the district was 
denied. 
161. Lands Department report, QPP, 1907, Vol, 2, pp. 617-623. 
162. GT, 20 April 1907. 
163. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QPP, 1908, Vol, 2, p. 1012, 
Map 9 
The Widgee district in 1908 : 
Indicating the extent of closer settlement in the Gympie-Widgee 
district in 1908 this map is in considerable contrast to the situa-
tions portrayed in earlier maps. 
[Agriculture Farra No. 154, Dead Farras Lease, LAN/DF 2265A, QSA. 
Reduced in scale.] 

CHAPTER EIGHT 
THE END OF AN ERA 
Despite the growing success of agriculture in the district, 
farraing on small selections taken up at different times and scattered 
over wide areas was not conducive to the creation of a strong central-
ized farming community at Widgee. The extensive areas held by the 
Woolooga and Widgee pastoral holdings severely limited the establish-
ment of agriculturalists in the district. Before the locality could 
attain its full potential as an agricultural community, the freehold 
held by the stations needed to be passed over to agricultural settlers. 
The Agricultural Lands Purchase Act of 1894, followed by the Closer 
Settlement Legislation 1906-1917, together with other interim acts, 
gave much assistance and encouragement to the sraall-time agricul-
turalist. Accordingly, the government embarked on a programme to 
repurchase carefully chosen land in settled districts, then to sub-
divide and resell the land as small faraily farms. Branch railways were 
planned to facilitate transport within, to and frora the repurchased 
estates, as they were known, i In a developing rural economy, railways 
acted as a stimulus to agricultural production, but such comraunities 
also needed to produce and raarket their goods efficiently. Railways 
served to develop new geographic patterns in response also to adjust-
ments in economic and social order. The increased use of railways in 
agricultural areas was not automatic following the provision of the 
facilities by the government. Many other conditions, especially 
accessibility of markets and introduction of viable crops or produce, 
were needed before the railway could be an efficient agent for develop-
ment. 2 
By the early 1900s many conditions favoured an expansion of 
agriculture in the Widgee district. The railway facilities to allow for 
the transportation of produce to markets were available. Econoraic 
demand for agricultural produce, particularly that of dairying, was 
present, as was the social demand for agricultural land. With the 
limitations of agricultural land in the district, further government 
intervention was essential before the desired agricultural expansion 
1, W. R. Johnston, Call of the land, p. 139. 
2. J. C. R. Camm, "Railway development and agricultural 
settlement", pp. 42-43. 
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could commence. Other assistance, ideally necessary, included technical 
advice which was available from government agencies, and credit 
facilities. All these factors were needed before there was a chance for 
widespread commercial success of the family farm system. 3 
In 1904 the Gympie Land Commissioner noted that very little land 
of a suitable nature was available for selection. A large area of 
unalienated country was reserved for timber, mining and other purposes. 
Several Estates such as Woolooga, Widgee, Curra, Miva, Gigoomgan, 
Teebar, Mondure, Kilkivan and Boonara were viewed as being suitable for 
dairying and agriculture if raade available through the Agricultural 
Lands Purchase Act. 4 
The impetus to subdivide grazing stations for agricultural 
settlement was not confined to the government. For instance, in April 
1907, Dalgety and Co. Ltd announced that Wienholt Estates Company of 
Australia had decided to subdivide about 9 000 acres of the main 
Fassifern Estate for the benefit of local buyers. 5 A similar develop-
ment followed for the company's Mondure property. The Mondure land was 
described as being rich agricultural and dairying pasture, ideal for 
lucerne and maize. 6 in December 1912 the final subdivision of the 
estate, comprising 5 880 acres, was made. 7 This subdivision, which was 
described as being the last opportunity to select land there, included 
thirty-three magnificent lucerne farms, nearly all of which had 
frontage to Barambah Creek. 8 Mondure, which comprised 21 000 acres, 
had been rejected by the government in July 1910 as an estate to be 
repurchased, at £1/7/6 per acre. 9 Evidently the Wienholts saw the 
benefits of selling portions of their much coveted eastern holdings to 
enable thera to expand their western grazing properties, where their 
pastoral interests could be served more economically and profitably. In 
the light of the rapidly expanding agricultural industries in the 
district, particularly dairying, it became apparent that more profita-
ble use could be raade of Widgee station land if it were opened up for 
agricultural settlement. The success of the Woolooga Repurchased Estate 
3. J. C. R. Camm, "Farra making costs in southern Queensland", 
p. 174. 
4. Gympie Land Commissioner report, QVP, 1905, Vol. 2, p. 400, 
5. GT, 13 April 1907. 
6. GT, 3 April 1910. 
7. GT, 23 November 1911. 
8. GT, 23 November 1911. 
9. Register of applications under the Agricultural Lands Purchase 
Act 1894, Department of Public Lands, f. 92, LAN/154, QSA. 
171 
in promoting agriculture, encouraged the government to consider Widgee 
station for repurchase. Wienholt Estates realized that their continued 
investment in the good-quality agricultural land at Widgee was a 
wasteful process of land management. 
As early as June 1902, the Gympie Times reported that Widgee 
station had been put formally under offer to the government for 
purchase under the Agricultural Land Purchase Act. lo Later in the year 
the paper reported that the trustees had withdrawn the property from 
sale. It claimed that this decision was to be regretted. The paper 
predicted that if the station had been acquired at a reasonable price 
and subdivided into 500 acre blocks, it would be readily selected. This 
would have been a means of settling from eighty to one hundred families 
in the district, n The asking price at this time was £2/5/- per acre. 
Perhaps due to bad econoraic times and the pressing problems with stock 
and the drought, this was lowered in October 1905 to £1/17/6 per acre. 
The offer was again withdrawn early in 1906. 12 By comparison, the 
Woolooga Estate was purchased by the government in December 1906 at a 
purchase price of £38 374, averaging £2 per acre. By August 1907, 
7 694 acres had been selected or purchased on the Woolooga Estate and 
11 690 acres were still in the hands of crown. 13 As might be expected, 
this estate brought many new agricultural settlers into the locality. 
In June 1909 the Gyrapie Times defended the repurchase of 
estates. Up to 31 December 1908, the government had paid £1 208 013 for 
the estates and had sold areas upon thera showing a profit of between 
£30 000 and £40 000. It considered this a very sound system. There were 
repurchased estates on the Darling Downs, in the West Moreton and 
Burnett districts and around Mackay and Rockhampton. In the implemen-
tation of the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, the high price of land 
on the Darling Downs caused the government to look elsewhere, for 
example in Wide Bay for estates suitable for repurchase. It was noted 
that before they were repurchased, such places carried a few hundred 
head of horses and cattle and a score of people. But after the sale of 
the repurchased land, settlement became more intense. Such areas became 
important dairying and agricultural centres. Woolooga promised to be a 
10. GT, 19 June 1902. 
n. GT, 2 September 1902. 
12. Report with minutes of evidence taken before the Widgee Estate 
Commission, 1920, Document No. 00276, p. 2, GOV/A97, QSA. 
13. GT, 31 August 1907. 
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satisfactory proposition for getting a good return, both for the 
government and selectors. By June 1909 there were only two unselected 
areas on Woolooga. At this time it was explained that there were other 
estates which could follow this trend to closer settlement. These 
included Kilkivan, Widgee and Curra, all of which had already been offered 
to the government. It was also noted that the proximity of these 
estates to rail connections made thera especially attractive for the 
transportation and marketing of produce. The paper predicted that there 
would be good and immediate demand if these estates were made avail-
able. The demand for this type of country to secure close settlement of 
land was quite evident in the district. i4 
On 15 October 1909, Moreheads Ltd, the station's agents offered 
the estate to the government at £2/2/6 per acre. 15 The conditions of 
purchase allowed the government to send surveyors on to the land to 
prepare it so that selectors could go on the land practically the day 
after the station was given up. This was in marked contrast to the 
earlier system of land alienation which allowed for selection before 
survey. The property was considered a most desirable estate for repur-
chase. 16 Anticipating the imminent sale of the Widgee Estate to the 
government, the Gympie Tiraes. in April 1910, reported that the estate 
comprised just under 50 000 acres, for which the total purchase price 
was likely to be set at £97 000, or £2 per acre. 
In October 1910 the Gympie Times printed the official papers in 
connection with the purchase of the Widgee Estate. This consisted of : 
a report from the Under Secretary for Lands notifying the purchase; a 
report from a meraber of the Land Court named Woodbine, valuing the land 
and all improveraents; and a report frora Gympie Land Commissioner Watts 
and Staff Surveyor Charlton dated 26 January 1910. The reports con-
sidered : the general character of the land comprised in the estate; 
its average value per acre to the owner; and whether it was likely to 
be readily selected if opened at an average advance of not less than 10 
per centum on the whole purchasing price. The estate was described as 
being located at the average distances of about 216 kiloraetres from 
Brisbane, -104 kilometres from Maryborough and 32 kilometres from 
Gympie. It was served by the Kilki^an railway by stations at Woolooga 
14. GT, 22 June 1909. 
15. Report with minutes of evidence taken before the Widgee Estate 
Commission, 1920, Document No. 00276, p. 3, GOV/A97, QSA. 
16. GT, 19 April 1910. 
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and Boowoogum, and by the Curra station, on the North Coast railway. A 
feature survey of the estate made by Staff Surveyors F. J. Charlton and 
W. G. Drane classified the country into "agricultural", "first class 
grazing", "second class grazing", and "inferior country". The general 
configuration of the estate was that of continuous undulations, 
inclined in easy grades. Boundaries occasionally crossed the high 
shoulders of spurs, but there was a very small proportion of steep or 
high country on the estate. i7 The quality of the country, in that the 
estate generally excluded the high ranges which bounded the valleys, 
was sound testament to the careful procedure of land selection carried 
out by the station. 
It is important to note how well the Widgee Estate was viewed in 
regard to its agricultural potential. The estate was described as being 
within the sub-tropical coastal region of plentiful rainfall. It was 
claimed that constant evaporation frora the dense forests and shrubs 
which clothed the surrounding mountain ranges promoted the humidity of 
the atmosphere and rainfall. The average rainfall at the nearest 
recorder station, Gyrapie, between 1894 and 1907 was 43.25 inches. This 
was taken as an approximation of the average rainfall on the estate. It 
was noted that the estate was abundantly watered by its frontage to the 
Mary River and by Widgee, Wide Bay, Station, Hookey, Woonga and 
Bongmuller Creeks and their tributaries. The inspectors considered that 
if the estate was judiciously subdivided, each subdivision could be 
arranged to have a permanent natural surface water supply. 18 The 
challenge for the surveyors was to make a maximum area of land suitable 
for agriculture. 
It was regarded as improbable that any part of the produce of the 
estate would find its way by road to Gympie. The road from Widgee 
homestead, 30 kilometres from Gympie via Glastonbury, was in a very 
poor condition for use by vehicular traffic. Produce frora the greater 
part of the area would raost likely be sent to Curra, Woolooga or 
Boowoogura railway stations. The areas iramediately north and south of 
Widgee homestead were regarded as being unfavourably situated, but 
produce from these areas could be carried to Woolooga railway station.19 
These comments emphasise the long-recognized isolation of Widgee. This 
isolation was only effectively lessened when the repurchased estate was 
17. GT, 1 October 1910. See Appendix 14. 
18. Ibid. 
19. Ibid. 
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open for selection and the more intensive land utilization required 
improved transport connections, an important feature of provincial 
maturity, the final stage in the development of the community. 
The 12 778 acres of agricultural land on the estate comprised : 
rich alluvial river and creek flats; and slopes and undulation areas of 
rich brown soil of volcanic origin. It also included an area of 342 
acres of standing scrub fronting the Mary River on Portion No. 630, 
Parish of Brooyar. Nearly all the agricultural land had been ringbarked 
and was richly grassed. 20 This large area of agricultural land 
contrasted with the mere 1 301 acres originally selected as agricul-
tural land 21, clear verification of the early practice in which Land 
Comraissioners down-graded the classifications of early selections. 
There were 13 676 acres classified as first class grazing land, all of 
which was more or less ringbarked and produced grasses of a fattening 
quality. The 14 534 acres classified as second class grazing land 
included areas which were generally thickly timbered with spotted gum, 
ironbark, bloodwood, and wattle. They were rated as being fairly 
grassed, and were considered good sound breeding country for stock. The 
4 326 acres classed as inferior country were very thickly timbered with 
spotted and sugar gums, bloodwood, stingybark, some ironbark, wattle, 
and sapling undergrowth. It was so poorly grassed that it had little 
value for grazing purposes, but provided good shelter for stock in 
winter and included some good marketable spotted gura and iron bark 
timber. 22 
The inspectors recommended that the government should purchase 
the Widgee Estate at no raore than £2 per acre. It was pointed out that 
the estate adjoined the Woolooga Repurchased Estate, which had proved 
very popular to selectors. They explained that there was a deraand for 
good dairying and farming country in the district and were certain that 
the Widgee Estate would be readily selected if it was made available at 
reasonable prices. The total area of the estate, 46 991 acres, was 
valued at £91 288/10/-, including improvements. 23 
It was generally considered that the Widgee Estate was superior 
to the neighbouring Woolooga Estate. This opinion was probably formed 
by observation of the paddocks from the main road which traversed the 
20. Ibid. 
21. See Appendix 6. 
22. GT, 1 October 1910. 
23. Ibid. 
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best country of the Widgee Estate. The poorer country was generally out 
of sight. The feature survey disclosed that the Widgee Estate was 
actually somewhat inferior to that of Woolooga. As well, the Widgee 
Estate was not so favourably situated as the Woolooga Estate in respect 
of proximity to the existing railway. The average cost of carting 
produce would consequently be greater on the Widgee Estate. 24 J)^Q 
agreement, dated 12 May, provided for the purchase of the estate, 
coraprising 45 997 acres 2 roods and 12 perches freehold, at £2 per acre 
cash and unconditional Selection No. 1200 of 829 acres at 13s per acre.25 
Delivery of the northern part of the estate was to be given on the 1 
April 1911, and of the southern part on 1 May 1912, when the respective 
purchase raonies were to be paid. 26 
As it becarae clear that the station was going to end, all 
breeding ceased. All cows were spayed and fattened for sale. By this 
tirae all horse breeding had also stopped. Trucking of cattle from Curra 
intensified as the end of the station approached and all stock were to 
be removed. Many of the other jobs, such as branding, weaning and 
horsebreaking, had also ceased. 2 7 stock movements from Widgee Widgee 
during 1911 indicate the removal of stock from the northern half of the 
station, in preparation for the transfer of the first portion to the 
government : 
25 horses from Widgee to Jondaryan; 2S 
126 fat bullocks from Widgee to Nauaree (Murarrie); 29 
80 cows from Widgee to Redbank, railed from Curra; 30 
147 fat cows frora Widgee to Murrarie; 3i 
162 fat bullocks from Widgee to Murrarie, railed frora Curra; 32 
160 fat cows from Widgee to Murrarie, railed frora Curra; 33 
140 cows frora Widgee Widgee to Meeandah rail Curra; 34 
360 fat cows frora Widgee Widgee to Meeandah railed from Curra; 35 
105 cattle and mares frora Widgee Widgee to Munbilla railed from 
Curra; 36 
24. Ibid. 
25. Ibid. See also Appendix 8. 
26. Ibid, 
27. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
28. GT, 4 February 1911. 
29. GT, 11 February 1911. 
30. GT, 25 February 1911. 
31. GT, 25 March 1911. The destination should be listed as 
Murarrie. 
32. GT, 6 May 1911. 
33. GT, 13 May 1911. 
34. GT, 15 July 1911. 
35. GT, 22 July 1911. 
36. GT, 16 September 1911. 
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500 bullocks from Widgee Widgee to Mt Brisbane. 3 7 
It is significant that most of this stock was trucked from Curra to 
meatworks or meat processing plants in Brisbane. 
When they were arranging cattle to be trucked from Curra, the 
stockmen usually crossed the Mary River below the Channon Street Bridge 
on the outskirts of Gyrapie. On most occasions it was essential to cross 
the river on Sunday so the bullocks, usually between 150 and 180 in 
nuraber, would be at Curra on Monday in tirae to be trucked on Tuesday. 
Alternative arrangements were necessary when the river happened to be 
in flood. In flood time the drovers usually headed for the junction of 
Glastonbury Creek and the Mary River. There they would borrow a boat 
kept by a selector named A. H. Petersen, a former station employee, who 
always made his vessel available to the Widgee men. When the boat was 
ready, the stockmen would remove their saddles, saddle bags and packs 
from the horses, and place them in the boat. They would then strip and 
place their clothes also in the boat. The gear could then be safely 
transported across the river. Next, one of the select station pack-hor-
ses would be brought down to the river and encouraged to start swimm-
ing. It would offer a lead to the bullocks, which would usually follow 
the horse across. The pack-horse knew exactly where to swim so that it 
could easily climb the river banks on the other side. If there was a 
strong current, however, the bullocks would be swept downstream, and 
would have to find their own way up the river bank on the other side. 
With the bullocks in the water, the Widgee raen would then swira the 
river, naked and bareback on their horses. Once the other side was 
reached, they would dress, saddle their horses, and round up the 
bullocks. By this tirae, it would usually be getting late, and with the 
bullocks rounded up, they would make camp for the night, before moving 
on to Curra next day. 3 8 
In due course surveyors worked in the district to divide the 
station land into portions for selection. The surveyors employed some 
of the local men as assistants, with four to five men per team. Station 
employee Billy Walsh was persuaded by a surveyor's assistant to join 
the surveying team. Mickey Perrice, Walsh's replacement on the station 
also joined the surveyors. There seemed to be no shortage of labour in 
the district at this time. Surveyor's assistants received £2 a week, 
37. GT, 7 October 1911. 
38. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
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compared to 22/6d a week for stockraen. Hence there was quite an incen-
tive for appointments to these positions. In all, there were three 
groups of surveyors on the estate. At least two groups surveyed the 
"top end" or northern section of the estate. Billy Walsh and Mickey 
Perrice worked with Surveyor Clem Clemisen on the Black Prince-Guratree 
area in the south, while surveyor George Hockings was concerned with 
the purebred paddocks, east of the horaestead. Another group worked 
around Woonga. 3 9 
The first half of Widgee, the Woolooga end, was thrown open for 
selection on Thursday 27 April 1911 at 11 a.ra., with seventy-one blocks 
being available. There was a great deal of interest in the Gympie Lands 
Office and the Brisbane office in the success of the estate. 4 0 After 
the selection of land had commenced, the settlers began to establish 
their selections. The station continued to function, but its operations 
were then largely confined to the southern section or "bottom end" of 
the estate. In June 1911, the Gympie Tiraes reported that the selectors 
who took up blocks on the Widgee Estate had lost no tirae in starting 
the work of improving their selections. One had probably created a 
record. Four or five weeks frora the date on which his farra was ap-
proved, he had completed the erection of his residence and his wife and 
faraily had joined him. At this time, many other selectors were engaged 
in fencing. The paper reported there was a feeling of optimism which it 
claimed : "goes well for the new settlement." 4i Bill Cotter jun. met 
one of the selectors of the "top end". The selector, Bill Bishop, came 
upon the Widgee homestead late one afternoon as he was riding on his 
way from Harlin, via Manumbar. Bishop was invited to stay the night in 
the men's hut before he moved on next day to his selection near the 
Bongmuller dip. 42 At the Woolooga end Jimray Caulfield, under arrange-
ment with the government, was busy taking people around to show them 
the various blocks in which they were interested. 4 3 with his intimate 
knowledge of the district over nearly fifty years, he was eminently 
qualified for this role. 
In July 1911 the Gympie Times reported that portions on the 
estate were being selected constantly. Three farms had been taken up at 
39. Ibid, 
40. GT, 27 April 1911, 
41. GT, 3 June 1911. 
42. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975, 
43. GT, 27 April 1911. 
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the Land Comraissioners Court in the previous week. Forty-eight of the 
original portions made available had been selected. It also mentioned 
that every application carried with it the condition of personal 
residence for five years. 44 By October 1911 the paper reported that 
there were seventeen unselected portions on the estate. 4 5 The delay in 
finalizing the sales of all blocks indicates that the demand for farras 
may have been overstated by the press and government. Despite this, 
there was a considerable settlement on the estate within the first 
year. The initial success of the estate was largely in response to the 
progress being raade in dairying throughout Queensland, as many new 
areas were opened to farming settlement. This success was prompted by 
the growing importance of Queensland butter and cheese in overseas 
export markets. 4 6 
In February 1911 the trustees of the late Daniel Williams 
applied for the grazing rights of the unselected parts of the first 
half of the estate. This included Portion No. 248, Parish of Brooyar, 
on which the pre-emptive dip yards and cottage were situated. The Lands 
Department originally attempted to insist on the availability of the 
dip for settlers as they arrived in the district. The station's offer 
of l/4d per acre per annum as payment for agistment was finally 
accepted frora 1 May. 4 7 At this late stage the trustees still operated 
through their agents Moreheads Ltd, Brisbane, 48 although certain 
business was conducted through Dalgety and Co. The grazing rights 
continued until 30 April 1912. 49 This agistraent allowed the station 
time to fatten cattle so as to capitalize on the best markets, rather 
than being forced to sell stock at less appropriate times. 
In April 1912 the Queensland Meat Export and Agency Co. Ltd 
informed the Under Secretary, Department of Public Lands, Brisbane that 
they had purchased cattle on Widgee station for delivery, probably to 
their Brisbane works, during April. Because some of the cattle, notably 
44. GT, 13 July 1911. 
45. GT, 17 October 1911. 
46. J. F, F. Reid, "Department of Agriculture and Stock", part 1, 
p. 28. 
47. Notations, Grazing right of the unselected portions of the 
Widgee Estate, 2 May 1912, Batch 342, Widgee Estate grazing 
rights, QDL. 
48. Secretary, Moreheads Ltd to the Accountant, Department of 
Public Lands, letter accompanying payment of account, 
trustees late D. Williams, 22 November 1911, ibid. 
49. Memorandum, Grazing rights on the Widgee Estate, 2 May 1912, ibid. 
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about 600-700 cows and about 300 bullocks, were not sufficiently fat 
for treatment at their works, they asked permission for the cattle to 
remain on Widgee until the end of May. When this request was granted, 
an agistment charge of 3d per head per week was to be paid. 50 on 7 
June 1912 the company reported that delivery had been taken of all 
their Widgee station cattle, 5i It is significant to note that the 
station and its trustees had been closely associated with the Queensl-
and Meat Export and Agency Co. Ltd and Moreheads Ltd since the 1880s. 
With the impending increase in population in the district, the 
problems of providing adequate roads to and within the estate became 
acute. The Widgee Shire Council deliberated on a letter frora the Gympie 
Chamber of Commerce and Mines asking if the council would give their 
attention to the roads leading from the estate to Gympie. The shire 
council felt that the letter should be sent to the town council, as the 
Widgee Shire rate payers would not benefit from work on roads to the 
estate. Over a period of two or three years, the shire had put £300 
towards erection of Bell's Bridge, across the Mary river, near O'Leary's 
Crossing. Residents from Gyrapie had derived all the benefits from the 
bridge. It was felt that the Widgee Shire Council should not have the 
expense of roads and bridges solely for the benefit of Gympie and the 
trade with Gyrapie shops. It was considered that the town council should 
help with roads and bridges or the town should lose the extra trade.5 2 
The necessity for work on the roads leading to the estate was also 
referred to the Tiaro Shire Council. One of the Tiaro councillors had 
spoken to a government ganger who was making roads in the Widgee Estate 
to connect with roads in Tiaro Shire. The ganger suggested that,as the 
roads were an outlet to nothing but the Widgee country, the government 
should clear them but the council should maintain them. He also 
mentioned the need to bring the roads right out to the railway line.53 
The responsibility for roads within the estate was accepted by the 
Kilkivan Shire Council within whose boundaries the estate was situated. 
A new era in transport was heralded with the arrival of the first 
50. Pro Manager, Qld Meat Export and Agency Co. to the Under 
Secretary, Department of Public Lands, 10 April 1912, Document 
No. 11546, ibid. 
51. Pro Manager, Qld Meat Export and Agency Co. Ltd to the Under 
Secretary Department of Public Lands, 7 June 1912, Document 
No. 19293, ibid. 
52. GT, 31 May 1910. 
53. GT, 8 June 1911. 
180 
motor vehicle 4n the district. The car, a Bleriot, had travelled from 
Brisbane to Gympie and a few days later went from Gympie to Kilkivan 
via Glastonbury and back. This was a total of 144 kilometres, travelled 
in five hours forty-four minutes at a rate of 24 kilometres per 
hour. 54 Mention, in August 1911, was made of the good condition of the 
road through Glastonbury to the boundary of the Widgee Shire and 
leading to the Widgee Estate. There was easy access to the estate for 
intending purchasers, in motor vehicles or .horse-drawn vehicles, 55 ^ 
vast improvement from the early days. The improved roads were to have 
important consequences in providing access to raarkets for selectors. 
No secret was made of the fact that the station was to be sold. 
Some time beforehand, David Hutton the station bookkeeper, who was 
middle aged, was warned by Arnold Wienholt to be on the lookout for 
another job. Hutton left Widgee to take up a new position at Darriver 
Downs near Longreach. His position at Widgee was filled by Ivan Lewis. 
On account of the fact that the station stock was greatly depleted, 
Lewis worked part time as bookkeeper and part time as stockman. The 
last stockraen who worked on Widgee station were Harry Webb, Bill Cotter 
sen. and jun., Cyril Lewis, Fred Harris and Mick Buckley. Buckley had 
returned from Mondure a few months before Widgee was finally cut up. 
Evan David had also returned to Widgee after managing Mondure up to the 
time it was ready to be selected. Some experienced Widgee stockraen were 
given the opportunity of eraployraent on other Wienholt properties. For 
instance, Evan David subsequently worked on Wienholt's Jondaryan land, 
frora where he was sent to another Wienholt property, Arabella, near 
Charleville. Then Arnold Wienholt wanted to send him further west, but 
he resigned to work his selection at Woonga. 56 when Ivan Lewis left 
Gyrapie in January 1912, also for Arabella, 57 j^ig brother, Cyril, 
assumed the position of bookkeeper-stockman. Mick Buckley took the 
station cook and housekeeper to Woolooga railway station, from where 
they set out to find other employment. In the short remaining period 
Emily Bull and Sarah O'Malley, both from Glastonbury, had taken the 
temporary positions of cook and housekeeper respectively. 5 8 
As the end of the station approached, large numbers of cattle 
54. GT, 2 May 1911. 
55. GT, 22 August 1911. 
56. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977, 
57. GT, 25 January 1912. 
58. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974, 
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were being driven to Curra so that they could be removed by rail. A 
system of two teams, one either side of the river at O'Leary's crossing 
was worked to save time in transporting the stock across the Mary 
River. The first team, working on the western side of the river, 
drafted the stock and put the mob chosen for trucking into the river. 
Usually Bill Cotter sen. and jun. and Fred Harris, the second team, 
would camp on the Curra side of the river, ready to take charge of the 
mobs as they emerged from the Mary. They would take the cattle on to 
Turra, from where they could be railed to the Brisbane saleyards or the 
meat processing plants. In two or three days, when another train load 
would be ready, the procedure could be repeated. This system continued 
for a considerable time as the stock was taken from the station. 
Other stock was taken overland. Evan David, Fred Harris and Bill 
Cotter jun. also took 300 head of weaners part of the way to Mondure. 
En route they met another drover who took charge of them the remaining 
distance to Mondure. On other occasions. Cotter jun. accompanied David 
with horses as far as Nanango, where they would be dipped before David 
continued with thera to Jondaryan. On another occasion Cotter and David 
were joined by Cyril Lewis as they headed off with horses, for Jon-
daryan. After the firpt day, the men had reached Manumbar, where David 
and Cotter camped out in a shed near the yards. On the other hand 
Lewis, who was a friend of the manager, Percy Pointen, was invited to 
the homestead. 5 9 There was, therefore, some class distinction amongst 
stockmen, especially between men from different properties. 
Bill Cotter jun. and Cyril Lewis removed one of the last mobs of 
horses from Widgee. By this time the station was virtually finished, 
with all of the cattle gone. On this occasion the men took a mob of 
thirty to thirty-five mixed horses overland to Jondaryan via Manumbar, 
Nanango, Cooyar and Evergreen. At Jondaryan horaestead Evan David took 
delivery of the stock. Next raorning, a Monday, Bill Cotter and Evan 
David took the horses on to Arnold Wienholt's land at the six mile, a 
separate portion that distance from the main homestead, where Evan 
David was in charge. The whole droving trip took five to six days. 
Lewis and Cotter then caught a train to Brisbane, where they arrived 
about 7 p.m. on Monday night. Cotter had his own saddle, which he left 
in the cloak room of Central Station. Both stockman then booked into 
the Globe Hotel. On the Tuesday, Lewis was to hand in a statement of 
59. Ibid. 
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his expenses to the station's agents, Dalgety Ltd. This would enable 
him to be reimbursed for any expenses. When Cotter and Lewis parted 
company that evening, their jobs for Widgee station had ended. Cotter 
booked out of the hotel the following morning in order to catch the 
train for Gyrapie. Lewis subsequently returned to work at Jondaryan. 60 
After arriving in Gympie shortly after midday on Tuesday, Cotter 
returned to Widgee to find that the station had ceased to exist. The 
manager and all station records were gone, as had all stock. During his 
absence, his father, older brother Mick and the manager, Harry Webb had 
driven the balance of the working horses to Woolooga, from where they 
were trucked to Arnold Wienholt's Fassifern property. 6i 
At 11 a.m. on Thursday 22 August 1912, the remainder of the 
station paddocks, including the Homestead block, were proclaimed open 
for selection. 62 in 1912 the report by the Under Secretary for Lands 
regarding the Closer Settlement Act of 1906 stated that the second 
section of the Widgee Repurchased Estate was purchased for £38 836. The 
section was subdivided into forty-eight portions with a total area of 
20 271 acres. The total purchase price for selectors was £45 565. The 
Under Secretary reported that no further estates were repurchased 
during 1911-191''. Frora the twenty-eight estates repurchased under the 
acts, the total area selected to 30 June 1912 totalled 570 499 acres. 
These estates involved a total purchasing price of £1 587 086, of which 
£866 856 had then been paid in rent and penalties. 63 These figures 
indicate a considerable governraent investment which illustrate its 
comraitraent to raaking agricultural land available for selection. This 
process can be viewed as a belated attempt at ensuring social justice 
after so much arable land was lost to agriculturalists through the 
implementation of the earlier land acts. 
On 26 April 1912, D. W. McLeod of Ferwick and Co., Pastoral 
Exchange Brisbane, representing the Estate of James Thomas Marsh Bell 
(deceased) wrote to the Under Secretary, Department of Public lands 
informing him of the result of an interview between E. T. Bell of 
Coochin Coochin, Arnold Wienholt and a man named Graham (presumably the 
assistant Under Secretary for Public Lands). As a result of this 
60. Ibid, 1975. 
61. Ibid. 
62. The Widgee Estate, 22 August 1912, map, DPC. See Map 10, 
following p. 186. 
63. GT, 1 August 1912. 
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meeting, the Lands Department agreed to grant an Occupation Licence for 
the unsold portions of Widgee to the trustees of the Bell Estate from 1 
May 1912. This was to be under conditions similar to those which had 
been arranged for Wienholt Estates in their earlier licence. Once 
again, the use of Portion No. 248, on which the pre-emptive dip was 
situated, was reserved for the use of the lessees, 64 Approval from the 
Lands Office in Brisbane gave the Bell Estate use of the whole of the 
second section of Widgee and the unselected portions of the first 
portion, for the purpose of placing 2 000 head of cattle on the land. 
This would not affect applications for the land being accepted, as the 
selectors would be able to enter into possession of their land as soon 
as their applications were proven by the Land Court. 65 The Occupation 
Licence was allowed under Section 46 of the Land Act 1910 at l/4d per 
acre. The licensees' right to any selected portions was to cease when 
the application for such portions were accepted by the Land Court. It 
was thought that an area of about 15 square miles from the first 
portion was available, together with 34.5 square miles in the second 
portion. 66 
Notwithstanding the decisions made in Brisbane regarding the 
Occupation Licence, the Under Secretary, Department of Lands wrote to 
the Bell trustees in May 1912 informing them that the Land Commissioner 
in Gyrapie had already granted right of occupation to most of the 
unselected portions of the first part of the estate to local graziers. 
The licence granted to Bells' trustees was therefore confined to the 
second section of Widgee, as well as Portion No. 248 Parish of Brooyar, 
a total of about 20 544.5 acres. The Under Secretary also requested 
payment of the rent on this land up to 31 December, an amount of 
£913/1/9. 67 
The Bells had up to 3 000 head of cattle on the station at one 
time. On one occasion 1 200 head of Bells' Hereford steers were brought 
in one mob from their property at Cambooya. Stock brought frora Cambooya 
on other occasions included 800 steers and 500 head of store cows. Bill 
64. D. W. McLeod for Estate of J. T. M. Bell, to the Under 
Secretary, Departraent of Public Lands, 26 April 1912, 
Document No. 13513, Batch 342, QDL. 
65. GT, 23 May 1912. 
66. Memorandum, 18 May 1912, Document No. 08532, Widgee Estate 
grazing rights. Batch 342, QDL. 
67. The Under Secretary, Department of Public Lands to the 
trustees late J. T. M. Bell, 31 May 1912, ibid. 
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Cotter sen. was employed to supervise the stock. To assist him during 
the twelve months Bell's cattle were at Widgee, Cotter employed his two 
sons. Bill and Mick. Alf Smith, a local farm worker, was also employed 
periodically to assist with the cattle, especially when they were being 
dipped. As the cattle approached saleable condition, they were usually 
brought back to the Coochin Coochin property, which was closer to 
markets. Bells were usually organized to breed at Cambooya and fatten 
at Coochin Coochin, 6« 
A member of the Bell family, presumably E. T. Bell, would visit 
Widgee, perhaps every few months, to check his stock. 69 in August 1912 
the Bell trustees asked if the portion on which the Black Prince dip 
and yards were built could be witheld from selection until the termina-
tion of their lease, as they said it would be very difficult to work 
the country without the use of the dip. 70 Towards the end of Bells' 
period of agistment on Widgee, and with the coming of the selectors, 
the land available for agistment was steadily reduced. The cattle were 
gradually withdrawn as the reducing area became increasingly over-
stocked. As the cows began to have calves, they were taken into 
Woolooga and trucked to Coochin Coochin. When the last of the stock 
were being removed. Bill Cotter and some of the other stockmen mustered 
the cattle into herds of about 500 head and on several occasions drove 
them, via Kilkivan, to a selected place on the Goomeri-Barambah road. 
There they would join in with a mob being driven by Bells' drover, who 
was travelling from Cambooya to Coochin Coochin. 7i 
While Bells' cattle were at Widgee and the station Homestead 
paddock was not selected. Bill Cotter allowed timber-getter "Bob" 
Spiller and his wife to reside in the homestead. Spiller and his 
brother Jack were cutting logs from nearby timber lots. 72 The Spillers 
remained in the homestead until the block surveyed around it was 
selected. The selector, John Goodman Jones and his four sons, daughter-
-in-law and daughter, then lived in the homestead while the Spillers 
moved to what had been once Jimray Caulfield's cottage. 73 
68. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1974. 
69. Ibid. 
70. D. W. McLeod, Pastoral Exchange, Brisbane to the Under 
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73. w. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1972. 
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Settlement on the second portion of the estate proceeded con-
stantly. By the end of 1912 twenty eight portions, comprising '.* ^)26 
acres,had been selected. 74 A further three portions of crown land 
comprising 683 acres were added to the estate in 1913 and also opened 
to selection. During that year eight portions were selected, three 
being subject to personal residence. 75 Eventually there were 114 
selectors in 122 selections on the estate. 76 
Widgee station, as was the case for many of Queensland's larger 
pastoral holdings, was greatly affected by the variable economic trends 
inherent in the pastoral industry. It survived eight changes in 
ownership or trusteeship over its sixty-three years, through four 
distinct stages of operation, each with its inherent difficulties and 
pressures. The first stage, in the period of total leasehold land 
tenure, commenced with a bitter fight for supremacy over the nati\e 
population. This period also involved significant experimentation to 
establish the most suitable use for the land. Beef cattle rearing was 
eventually found to be raore suitable and econoraically viable than sheep 
rearing and agriculture. 
The second stage involved the conversion of some station land to 
freehold and the associated more intensive use of the smaller areas. An 
intense dispute, this time between the vested interests of the station 
management, land speculators and the would-be sraall-time agricul-
turalists was another characteristic of this period. The station 
contrived to prevent these would-be settlers and speculators from 
acquiring, by selection, the much coveted former station leasehold. In 
many ways this struggle to acquire the best land was between the 
station and land speculators, at a time when large-scale agricultural 
land use was not a viable economic alternative. The first two stages 
were characterized by a protracted struggle between pastoral and 
Liberal political groups for control of the land. Basic to this 
conflict was the Liberal aim to reduce the control of the land which 
was held determinedly by the squatters. Liberals wished to encourage a 
farming or small grazing class to counter the squatters' econoraic and 
political domination in the colony. The failure to achieve this aira by 
74. Departraent of Lands report, QPP, 1913, Vol. 2, p. 288. 
75. Department of Lands report, QPP, 1914, Vol. 3, p. 9. 
76. Report with minutes of evidence taken before the Widgee Estate 
Commission, 1920, Document No. 00276, pp. 2-3, GOV/A97, QSA. 
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the 1890s may largely be attributed to deficient Liberal land policy 
and the lack of economic and technological readiness for the colony to 
accommodate such a change. As a result, pastoral domination persisted, 
and in econoraic terms, not always in political terms, was enhanced. The 
emergence and continued growth of the cattle industry, even during the 
third phase of development was proof of this trend. 
In the third stage, the station and the smaller landholders, who 
had gradually settled in the district, co-existed throughout the 
troubled econoraic tiraes of the 1890s, the great drought of 1901 and 
1902 and the advent of the cattle tick raenace. In the final stage, the 
successful eraergence of agriculture in areas surrounding the station 
prompted its acquisition as a repurchased estate. This was necessary so 
that more intensive and economical use could be made of the station's 
area to support a large number of prospective agriculturalists. The 
life cycle of Widgee station, as it progressed through these stages, 
relates closely to parallel changes in land legislation. Inherent also 
were changes in economic and community development. By 1917, when most 
of the estate was settled, the whole situation of land usage throughout 
Queensland had altered. This change had commenced in the 1890s after 
both pastoral and Liberal political groups joined forces to work out a 
comraon solution to Queensland's serious econoraic probleras. The eraer-
gence of a class of small-time agriculturalists and farmers, long 
promoted by the Liberals, was eventually becoming a reality. This 
signalled the end of domination of the land by the pastoralists, but 
certainly not the end of their economic importance to the state. 
Although the ascendancy of agricultural pursuits was at last accepted 
and assured, there reraained raany problems, such as adverse climatic 
conditions and the very pertinent human variable. The greatest problems 
were those of financing the purchase and establishing and operating the 
farms. Nevertheless, Widgee station's considerable contribution to the 
development of the pastoral and agricultural industries in the Wide Bay 
area is clearly defined. The continued struggle for control of the land 
eventually forced the station into oblivion. Its life cycle was complete. 
Map 10 
The Widgee Repurchased Estate : 
Portion A (pink) was opened to selection in 1911 and Portion B 
(green) in 1912. 
[The Widgee Estate, Department of Lands selection maps, 1911, 1912, 
DPC] 
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EPILOGUE 
The Closer Settlement Acts of 1894-1917 owe their eventual 
general success to the fact that there was considerable deraand for 
suitable agricultural land in the areas where repurchased estates were 
chosen. The terms of acquisition were such as to encourage the then 
available potential settlers, who with small capital resources to start 
with, were depending on farra produce to meet repayments, i The Acts 
helped stimulate new agricultural pursuits, such as cereal cultivation, 
dairy production, mixed farraing and sugar cultivation. Dairying was a 
particularly important industry in that it provided an additional 
source of income which frequently served to offset failures in other 
farm activities. 2 it was economical on properties of varying sizes, 
from pastoral properties to pioneer farras of less than 320 acres.3 
Dairying also promoted other adjunct industries such as pig raising, in 
which the separated milk left over from cream production was a suitable 
food supplement. 4 Technological developments such as mechanical cream 
separation, refrigeration and creara testing in the dairying industry 
were further stimuli to agricultural production, 5 as were the ever 
improving transport facilities. 6 por the first tirae, also, there were 
viable markets for agricultural produce, within Queensland, interstate 
and overseas. 7 
Despite the factors supporting the success of agriculture, there 
remained difficulties for farmers. By 1917, in a number of districts, 
including Jimbour and Widgee, settlers were faced with serious finan-
cial probleras to the extent that they could not meet their financial 
1. J. C. R. Camm, "Land settlement and the development of farming 
under the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act of 1894 and closer 
settlement Acts, 1906 - 1917", Queensland heritage. Vol. 1, No. 
9, November, 1968, pp. 25-28. 
2. J. C. R. Camm, "Dairying in Queensland", p. 476. 
3. Ibid, p. 479. 
4. Ibid, p. 486. 
5. J. C. R. Camm, "Dairying on the Darling Downs, 1890-1914 : 
a study of agricultural success", Queensland heritage, Vol. 2, 
No. 10, 1974, p. 15. 
6. J. C. R. Camm, "Dairying in Queensland", p. 475. 
'. Ibid, p. 473. 
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commitments. 8 Important causes of these problems were the failure of 
the government to provide finance to (>stablish and then maintain farms. 
9 The Widgee Estate was predominately a dairying and grazing district, 
which was sometimes subjected to climatic extremes. At Widgee the 
settlers experienced three abnormally dry years, 1917-1919. This 
resulted in many of the settlers being unable to pay their rents. The 
general inability to pay rents prompted the Royal Commission on the 
Widgee Estate. As a resulL of this investigation, in some cases 
selectors were allowed extensions of time to pay arrears and the 
selection lease terms were extended to reduce the amounts of annual 
payments. In other cases, properties were converted to perpetual lease 
and the rents reduced accordingly. The comraission found that government 
technological advice, for example on the construction of grain silos, 
was available in some instances, but selectors were unaware of these 
services. Significantly, by this time, the Queensland Governraent 
Savings Bank had been of assistance to many selectors on the estate.lo 
The difficulties experienced by selectors on the Widgee Estate can be 
largely traced to the failure of the government to provide assistance 
for keeping selectors on the land. Clearly the main difficulties at 
this stage were the unrealistic expectations of repayments to the 
government, which were requested regardless of the success or failure 
of the seasons. Overall, however, the existence of an industrious, 
vibrant agricultural and farming industry was a reality. 
Bearing in mind that Widgee station was made available to agricul-
turalists after 1910, it is somewhat ironic that this occurred after 
there had been such a bitter struggle between the intending agricul-
turalists and the station management of the 1870s and 1880s. In those 
early years, however, the ideals of the station management were very 
different from those of the management in 1910. Survival for the 
pastoral partnership of Broadbent and Williams in the 1870s and 1880s 
was only possible by the freeholding of large areas of the land avail-
able for selection. Significantly, at that time, the pastoral industry 
was the only viable means of local land utilization. By 1910, for the 
. J. C. R. Camm, "The Queensland Agricultural Land Purchase Act, 
1894 and rural settlement: A Case Study of Jimbour", Australian 
geographer. Vol. 10, No. 4, September 1967, pp. 266-267. 
. J. C. R. Camm, "Farm making costs in southern Queensland", pp. 
186-187. 
10. Report with minutes of evidence taken before the Widgee Estate 
Commission, 1920, Document No. 00276, pp. 5-6, GOV/A97, QSA. 
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Wienholt Estates Co., pastoral survival was viewed as being more 
promising by investing in other areas of Queensland. Many conditions 
were right for the expansion of agricultural pursuits in the Widgee 
district. 
It is equally ironic that at no stage in the period of white land 
utilization, was attention paid to the manner in which the Aboriginal 
inhabitants used the environment. Aboriginal men and women, functioning 
as hunters and gatherers, had co-existed amiably with their environment 
for thousands of years. The white settlers were intent to remove what 
they considered was the Aboriginal menace. Ignorant of these simple 
examples of successful land management, clearly displayed by the 
Aboriginal people, the early white settlers struggled for years before 
they realized that the district favoured cattle grazing operations, 
utilizing large tracts of land. This was clear justification of the 
grazing practices of the station, which were akin to the processes of 
Aboriginal land usage and conscious of the basic imperatives laid down 
by the environment. The same imperatives which prompted the success of 
grazing industries had condemned the Aborigines to their traditional 
lifestyle. These conditions also threatened to restrict land usage to 
pastoralism. Predictably, once more intensive land usage was attempted 
by agriculturalists, on the European model, initial failures were 
experienced until the patterns of climate, human capabilities and land 
productivity were better understood. State government assistance was 
essential to overcome these probleras. 
The life cycle of the station is closely related to the develop-
ment of the community. This progressed through the stages of experimen-
tation and socialization. As the events developed to complete the life 
cycle of the station, attributes of the final stage of community 
development, provincial maturity, were slowly emerging. The growth and 
maturity of the station was clearly much different from the desired 
maturity of the district. As a district,Widgee lacked many attributes 
of a mature community. It was to be many years before these further 
essential community features were displayed. The massive influx of 
settlers when the two sections of the estate were opened to selection 
provided the basic social structure of a new community, totally 
different from the vanished station community. Despite the continuing 
struggle for control of the land, the new community eventually progres-
sed towards full provincial maturity. 
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Woonga Run Lease 30 April 1852 - 30 April 1866 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
30/09/1861 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 1 
LESSEE 
Tooth & Co 
R. Tooth & J. C. White 
R. Tooth k Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth !( Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£12/10/00 
£12/10/00 
£12/10/00 
£12/10/00 
£12710/00 
£12/10/00 
£12/10/00 
£12/10/00 
£12/10/00 
Orange Tree Run Lease 28 March 1851 - 31 December 1865 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
30/09/1861 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 
LESSEE 
Tooth k Co 
R. Tooth i J. C. White 
R. Tooth & Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth & Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
£15/06/00 
Basin of Widgee Widgee Run Lease 28 March 1851 - 31 December 1868 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
30/09/1861 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 1 
LESSEE 
Tooth S( Co 
R. Tooth & J. C. White 
R. Tooth Jt Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth i Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
£18/02/00 
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Brooyar Run Lease 20 January 1852 - 20 January 1866 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
30/09/1861 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 
LESSEE 
Tooth t< Co 
R. Tooth i( J. C. White 
R. Tooth & Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth ft Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee 
• 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
£23/02/00 
Glastonbury Run Lease 28 November 1851 - 31 December 1865 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
, 30/09/1861 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 
LESSEE 
Tooth k Co 
R. Tooth it J. C. White 
R. Tooth & Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth ft Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
Bald Hills Run Lease 28 November 1851 - 31 December 1865 
PATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
30/09/1861-. 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 
LESSEE 
Tooth ft Co 
R. Tooth ?< J. C. White 
R. Tooth & Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth ft Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
£15/00/00 
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Reserve Run Lease 11 June 1853 - 18 June 1867 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
30/09/1861 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 
LESSEE 
Tooth ft Co 
R. Tooth ft J. C. White 
R. Tooth fc Bank of 
New South Wales' 
R. Tooth & Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
rfew lessee 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
£10/00/00 
Walooga Run Lease 31 May 1854 - 31 May 1868 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
28/09/1860 
30/09/1361 
30/09/1862 
30/09/1863 
14/09/1864 
25/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
30/09/1868 
LESSEE 
Tooth ft Co 
R. Tooth ft J. C. White 
R. Tooth ft Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth fc Bank of 
New South Wales 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee 
Bank of New South Wales 
RENT 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
£40/00/00 
Carrington Run Lease 1 January 1864, area 30 square miles 
original lessee J. C. White 
DATE OF PAYMENT 
20/06/1864 
23/09/1865 
29/09/1866 
30/09/1867 
30/09/1867 
09/09/1868 
LESSEE 
transferred to R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
R. Tooth 
Bank of New South Wales 
new lessee *• 
RENT 
£15/00/00 
£22/10/00 
£15/00/00 
£ 7/10/00 
16/iO/OO 
Treasury - Register of Payment of Rent on Runs in the 
Pastoral Districts of Wide Bay Burnett, September 1860-April 
1905, Tre/20, ff. 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 55, QSA. 
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DATE LESSEE 
01/01/1869 
30/09/1869 
30/09/1870 
30/09/1871 
27/03/1872 
24/09/1873 
30/09/1874 
01/10/1875 
30/09/1875 
01/07/1876 
01/07/1877 
28/09/1877 
01/07/1878 
27/09/1878 
01/07/1879 
21/04/1879 
30/09/1880 
01/07/1881 
30/09/1881 
01/07/1881 
01/07/1882 
30/09/1882 
01/07/1882 
01/07/1882 
05/03/1883 
09/03/1883 
28/09/1883 
01/07/i884' 
30/09/1884 
Bank of New South 
Hales 
Lease for 10 years 
Bank of NeH South 
Ualee 
Bank of New South 
Males 
Bank of New South 
Wales 
Broadbent b Hillians 
Broadbent ti Hillians 
Broadbent k Williass 
Broadbent I Hillians 
area reduced by 
67 492 acres 
Broadbent & NiUiaas 
Broadbent li Williatis 
Broadbent tt Williaas 
9 284 acres selected 
Broadbent d Hillians 
Broadbent ti Williams 
5 673 acres selected 
Broadbent b Williaas 
Broadbent fc Williaas 
5 year lease 
Broadbent fc Williaas 
Broadbent fc Hillians 
Broadbent b Hilliaas 
Broadbent fc Hilliaas 
Broadbent fc Hilliaas 
Broadbent fc WiUians 
Broadbent fc Williaas 
Broadbent fc Williaas 
Broadbent fc Hilliaas 
Broadbent and Co. 
10 year lease 
Broadbent and Co. 
Broadbent fc Hilliaas 
Broadbent fc Hilliaas 
Renewal of Lease for 
10 years 
Broadbent fc Hilliaas 
RENT LEASED AREA 
£358/05/00 
385/05/00 
385/05/00 
385/05/00 
385/05/00 
385/05/00 
385/05/00 
299/06/00 
121/15/01 
56/12/03 
89/03/10 
31/00/00 
31/00/00 
110/00/00 
110/00/00 
110/00/00 
102/00/00 
102/00/00 
88/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
14/10/00 
8/00/00 
32/00/00 
14/10/00 
80/00/00 
8/00/00 
102 100 acres 
102 100 acres 
102 100 acres 
102 100 acres 
102 100 acres 
102 100 acres 
102 100 acres 
55 sq. niles 
55 sq. niles 
53 sq. Biles 
53 sq. niles 
49.5 sq. niles 
40.5 sq. niles 
40.5 sq. niles 
14.5 sq. niles 
*8 sq. niles 
16 sq. niles 
Hia Hia run 
16 sq. niles 
Hia Mia run 
NATURE OF 
RECORD 
anendnent 
paynent 
payaent 
payaent 
paynent 
paynent 
paynent 
anendnent 
payaent 
payaent 
aaendnent 
payaent 
aaendnent 
paynent 
anendnent 
anendaent 
paynent 
anendnent 
paynent 
anendaent 
anendnent 
paynent 
anendnent 
anendnent ' 
application 
paynent ' 
paynent 
paynent 
Treasury, Register of paynent and rent on runs in Pastoral 
Districts of Wide Bay Burnett, Sept. 1860-April 1905, TRE/20, 
f. 45, OSA. 
Ibid, TRE/2, f. 316. 
Ibid, f. 335. 
Ibid, f. 316. 
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DATE 
30/09/1884 
10/02/1885 
01/07/1885 
30/09/1885 
30/09/1885 
01/07/1886 
30/07/1886 
29/07/1886 
28/09/1887 • 
28/09/1888 
30/09/1890 
30/09/1891 
30/09/1892 
30/09/1893 
29/09/1894 
24/08/1895 
30/09/1895 
30/09/1896 
18/04/1897 
30/09/1897 
22/11/1897 
LESSEE 
Broadbent and Co. 
Broadbent fc Williaas 
Broadbent fc Williaas 
Broadbent b Williaas 
Broadbent and Co. 
Broadbent b Williaas 
Mia Mia consolidated 
Nith Widgee 
Broadbent b Hillians 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Hillians 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Willians 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Willians 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Willians 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Hilliaas 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Willians 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Willians 
Broadbent b executors 
late D. Willians 
W. Forrest b P. 
MacPherson executors 
late D. Hillians 
Forrest b MacPherson 
Forrest b MacPherson 
Forrest b MacPherson 
Forrest b MacPherson 
Open to Occupational 
Licence 
RENT 
32/00/00 
72/00/00 
40/00/00 
60/00/00 
32/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
52/00/00 
37/18/04 
1/03/05 
36/14/11 
LEASED AREA 
16 sq. niles 
Hia Mia run 
35 sq. niles 
16 sq. niles 
Mia Mia run 
26 sq. niles 
26 sq. niles 
26 sq. niles 
26 sq. niles 
26 sq. niles 
26 sq. niles 
26 sq. niles 
26 sq. Biles 
26 sq. Biles 
26 sq. Biles 
26 sq. Biles 
26 sq. niles 
30;875 sq. niles 
NATURE OF 
RECORD 
paynent ° 
paynent 
anendaent 
* 
paynent ' 
paynent 
anendnent 
paynent 
payaent 
payaent 
aaendaent 
payaent 
payaent 
payaent 
aaendaent 
payaent 
paynent 
anendnent 
paynent 
• 
". Ibid, f. 335. 
*. Ibid, f. 316. 
'•. Ibid, i. 335. 
•. Ibid, f. 343. 
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Year 01 D.tlt of Nolalt of Selector DOl t e of Ar ea Na.& of DOlte of OOl.tlt of
por t i on L"r,d Ad Prcc:l ••• tlon Applic:.tlon to Applied Sur\leyor of Sur .... ~y Leo1o ••
NUlabgr
Pear 1 5h S61J Me t Fo' L.nd
.c . , . per"
A. Pre-emptive land selected by the station
Oroo.dl>Clnt. J &. W l ~ 1 I.......,U D 20/0a/1872 22~0. O. 00 H~rd 1041 S 16/10/1673 Is/ol1l8nBrl,)oy~r 1666 110. O. 00 Ht1rd inQ S 16/10/1873 U~/Ol/187fJ,::."3 Broa.dbCltlt. J &. I'hlll6JIW D 24./0a/1672
2~'1 Wld40a 1666 BroadbClnt J • Wlillagl.
°
22112/1673 1!l7. 2. 00 Ba.rdinM 5 01/07/1674 22112/1tl'l3
,,' 6rooy..r
1666
Subtot.l. 2517.2.00
B. Auction blocks purchased by the station :
N
o
'-"
,
,
4
>
o
.,
o
11
12
Hidiloa
WidQaa
WidQaa
Widilao
Widliae
Wid~eo
Wid4.,a
Widgee
W1d4oe
Subtotili 1
IB68
16C\ij
180ti
166U
1660
1688
1686
1666
1866
1~/09/1877
HI/OO/IB77
19/09/1877
19/0ij/1877
19/09/1877
19/09/1an
19/0\1/1677
19/09/1677
19/09/1677
Broo.dbant J &. Hl1ilauu. D
Broo.dbant J &. Willlll.UlIll D
Broa.dbont J &. Wi 11 ill.Ul1i D
Broodbf:lnt. J &. Wi 11 itullll 0
Broadbent. J &. Wlllill.Jlltil 0
Broll.dLont. J &. WllllalDu 0
BroadlJ.,nl. J &. Wliil<Ul<U D
Br.:uu:1lJf:lnt. J lr. I'll 11 lams 0
b~oadbent J &.. WIlli_ill 0
30/10/16Tt
30/10/1877
30/10/1877
30/10/1677
30/10/1677
:J0/10/1877
30/10/1877
30/10/1677
30/10/1877
368,0.00
322.0.00
24.3.0.00
22:>.0.00
480. O. 00
440. O. 00
4:JO.O.OO
4.00.0.00
4.00. O. 00
3 306.0.00
c. Portions selected conditionally by the station
4 L9 thdtoe Itt6t:l Broo.dbenl. J 13/0611872 360. O. 00 Hard inQ S 18/10/1673 (11/11/1814
:.!ciO WidQoo 1866 BroOltbc.ot.. J 29/10/1872 360. O. 00 HardinQ S 18/10/1613 0'//06/187:'
304 Hu1"eo 1668 ilroadbent.. J 26/03/1873 IBO. O. 00 Hard ina S 18/10/1673 (,7/06/187640. WLdi.e 1668 Uroouuo"t J 24/06/l814 1700.0.00 HardinQ S 28/09/1674 20/10/181:.b~6 rl ieLaoo 1886 Broadbont J 26/04/187tl no.o.co l:JarolJ\61 S 19/06/187t> 16/12/1876
Subtotali I 3 ~~o.o.oo
D. Portions sel~cted by others and later transferred to the station after being freeholded
0'. Brooyar la66 Sioon li 12/10/181b 1640.0.0(, Bradbury C E: 29/04/187b 04/11/1876
(;~~ BrLoOya.r 1666 30/11/1678 HOlllor h: T 11/10/167ll 1800, O. 00 Bro.dbury C ~ 26/12/1877
U,O Drooyar 18e8 30/11/lt:l7S lIomor II: ,. 12/10/1S7t.l 1920.0.00 Bradbury C b: 29/02/187f; 28/12/1877
li20 Hrooyar 1866 30/11/1676 Hhlohollo S H 04/10/187b 2900. O. 00 Bradbury C Ii 31/0J/187L l4./11/1878
LiJO Brooyftr 1888 M.GcPhtJ rl,lon P Ool/10/187lS b120. O. 00 Bradbury C E 12/0B/187b 05/01/1877
6tu Drooyar 1666 Sloan G 11/10/167~ tltW.O.OO Bradbury C E 12/08/187t; 0~/01/1877
c·l .. llrooyftr 1868 I\tldr,uon J F 20/02/1676 61~.0.00 llrc.dbury C E 20/04./1676 07/10/1879
"107 Br\)oyar 1666 Byrne M II 2" /Oll/1676 tWO.O.OO Bradbury C 6: 13/00/1876 2~/01/1677
tJ!.oQ Brooyar 16t:i6 Uyrt,o M U 1U/02/1877 321.0.00 Bradbury C h: 30/06/167"1 04/02/1878
660 BrooYGr Itj7ij HOCllor E T 19/02/1077 1200.0.00 BI""I~dbury C .Ii: Ob/12/187"1 03/06/187tj
6.6 Brooyar 1676 01/03/1877 Ma.lIIU ,. Ii 20/04/1877 000. O. 00 Bradbury C K 1:'/11/16.,., 03/06/IU"8
n, Brooyar 1676 01/03/167'1 St.andon T 26/04./1877 1100. O. 00 Bradbury C Ii 10111/1877 03/08/1876
Ulb Brooyar 1676 01/03/167'1 Caulrll..ld J J G OI/Ob/le77 47b. O. 00 Bradbury C E: 10/0g/1877 10/00/1876
g," Brooyar 1876 01/03/167"1 ~ploor J 04./0~/1877 "'tlo. O. 00 Bradbury C Ii: Itl/Og/U.'V17 10/0~/187tt
g>O Brooyar lIn6 01/03/1677 Caulr1eld J J G 13/06/1H77 b16.0.00 Bradbury C i lll/09/lSTt 2g/0b/187g
\J70 UrooYGr 1676 01/03/187'1 Spic.,r J 2~/08/1tjn 310.0.00 Lavollo M Ott/OB/llnS 03/02/1679
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I, The nUlOber~ 1320 und 1321 referred to as portIon numbers l.1ctually
relate to Nl:riculLural Flu'lll number!> for Portion No!; 'Iv, 8v bond l4v
taken up under the Lund-Act of 1897,
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CASE 1 
Dummy : James John Good Caulfield (station employee) 
Portions : 592, 811, 863, 925, 950, 1192, 7v, 8v and 14v. 
James Caulfield, Widgee station's head stockman for many years, 
dummied nine selections for the station between 1875 and 1902. Six of 
these portions were freeholded by Caulfield and l^ter sold (at least 
officially) to the station management. ^ Other^ portions, Nos 592, 863, 
and 811, were transferred to John Broadbent soon after the issue of the 
Proofs of Fulfilment of Conditions on Selection. The land could not be 
transferred to the Company, Broadbent and Williams, and as Williams was 
then in Englandf, the transfer could not be made to Broadbent and 
Williams as joint tenants. 2 Over a period of twenty years, Caulfield 
applied to select a total of 9 179 acres which was reduced after survey 
to 5 418 acres. The land was held in his name under selector lease or 
freehold as below. 
•ortions 
592 
811 
863 
925 
950 
1192 
14v 
v,8v 
Period 
1875 -
1S76 -
1877 -
1877 -
1877 -
1879 -
1887 -
1887 -
held 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1886 
1886 
1886 
1902 
1902 
Land Act Held Under 
CLA Act 1868 
II 
II 
CLA Act 1876 
II 
II 
CL Act 1884 (Agricultural Farm No. 
1321) 
" (Agricultural Farm No. 
1320) 
In writing to the Land Commissioner, Gympie, on 1 May 1878, Caulfield 
referred to the confirmation papers for his selections, Nos. 592, 811, 
863, 925 and 950, calculating their total area as 4 908 acres. He 
stated that this allowed hira a balance of 212 acres for his last 
selection - the total area allowed to be held by one person was 5 120 
acres. ^ Caulfield was allowed to hold such e^ xtensive lands because the 
lands were adjoining or conterminous. He was, however, required to 
reside on one of them. * On Portion 925, where Caulfield and his family 
lived, it is significant that there was six acres under cultivation and 
a garden of a quarter an acre, one of the few areas of agricultural 
development on the station. ^  It was vitally important for the station 
to have such a reliable employee as Caulfield holding the maximum area 
of land as a dummy. 
Although he had been a station employee since he was sixteen, 
^. See Transfers,.Appendix, 8. 
2. Land Commissioner, Gympie to the Under Secretary' 
Roads, Brisbane, 15 October 1883, Selection No 592, 
LAN/AG300, QSA. 
3. jj. J. G. Caulfield to the Land Commissioner, Gympie, 1 May 
1878, Selection No. 1192, LAN/AG315, QSA. 
^. Memorandum, Department of Public Lands Brisbane to the Under 
Secretary for Lands, 1 August 1877, Selection No. 925., 
LAN/AG308, QSA. 
5. Inspection report, 21 February 1882, Selection No. 925, ibid. 
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Caulfield was a well educated person. He was, for instance, explicit in 
his written complaint in 1875 that his application for 800 acres of 
first class grazing land and 4 800 acres of second class grazing land 
was reduced, after ballot, to 2 240 acres. This, he described as the 
worst part of the land applied for originally. ^ On his six earlier 
selections, Caulfield effected improveraents as follows : 
fencing 
stockyards 
houses 
ringbarking 
clearing 
£468 
£50 
£245 
\ 4862 acres 
310 acres 
These improvements totalled £2 219/19/6, which together with the total 
purchase price £1 736/14/1, was far beyond the financial possibilities 
of Caulfield himself, without station input. He was clearly financed by 
the station. Caulfield was listed as the owner of stock on the proper-
ties, so it is possible that the station did not use the land until the 
official transfers to it were made. The station's commitment to the 
land is further indicated by the fact that eleven out of the twelve 
signatories to the Proofs of Fulfilment for Caulfield's first six 
portions were known station personnel. These included Broadbent 
himself, Martin and William Carroll (Caulfield's cousins) and John 
Atkinson. To achieve the residence qualification on the selections 
where Caulfield did not reside, bailiffs were employed. "^ The cer-
tification by fellow station employees on the Proofs of Fulfilment of 
Conditions for dummied selections was a common practice in regard to 
almost all the dummied land at Widgee. This is indicated in Appendix 6. 
An examination of this appendix will also indicate the involvement of 
dummies in respect to the occupants and bailiffs of the blocks, the 
owners of stock and the transfers effected. Portions 592, 811 and 863 
were transferred to John Broadbent, in October 1883, before they were 
freeholded. ^ The remaining three selections, which had been purchased 
by Caulfield for £573/3/8, were transferred to the station for £385 in 
October 1886, a month after they were freeholded. This is definite 
verification of dummying. ^ That Caulfield was a dummy was confirmed by 
three of his children. i° 
It is probable that James and Ellen Caulfield resided on the head 
station from the time of their marriage until about May 1877 when they 
moved to Portion 925, one of Jimmy Caulfield's selections, and set up 
residence there, ori the banks of Widgee Creek, the area being known as 
"Woogaloom". ^^  Their family consisted of : 
Patience Mary, b. 2 December 1874 
Clara Ellen, b. 7 July 1876 
Elizabeth Gertrude, b. 20 February 1878 
6. J. J. G. Caulfield, Widgee Widgee to the Minister , for Lands, 
Brisbane, 12 December 1875, Document No. 10062C, Selection No. 
592, LAN/AG300, QSA. 
'. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 592, 811, 863, 925, 950 and. 1192. 
8.- See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 592, 811 and 863. 
3. See Appendices 6 and 8, Selection Nos 925, 950 and 1192. 
10. M. E. Caulfield, J. Hogan, Mrs, M. I. Cecil, Mrs, children of 
J. J. G. Caulfield, interviews with J. D. Dale, 1970-1976. 
ii. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1973. 
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James John Good (Jnr.), b. 7 June 1879 
Percy Thomas, b. 6 January 1881 
George Henry, b. 8 June 1882 
Ada Theresa, b. 9 January 1884 
William Standen, b. 22 March 1885 
Martin Edward, b. 27 June 1886 (named after 
Jimmy Caulfield's cousin, Martin Edward Carroll) 
Jane, b. 5 September 1887 
Charles Joseph Friend, b. 15 August 1889 
Francis Widgee, b. 22 February 1891 
Alice Agnes, b. 6 December 1893 
May Isabel, b. 12 May 1895. ^2 
Most of the family were born at Goothan where their grandparents Thomas 
and Ellen Standen lived or at Harvey's siding where Ellen Caulfield's 
sister Jane Harvey resided. ^ ^ 
12. J. Hogan, Mrs, Personal notebook, n.d. 
1^. M. I. Cecil, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976, 
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CASE 2 
Dummy : William Henry Carroll (station employee) 
Portions : 803, 809 and 940. 
William Henry Carroll, Jimmy Caulfield's cousin ( the son of 
Caulfield's mother's sister), selected a total of 1 227 acres 2 roods 
between December 1876 and June 1877. This land comprised three adjoin-
ing portions at Wodonga, near the headwaters of Widgee Creek. ^"^  
Carroll held two selections of his own along Glastonbury Creek. ^^  His 
homestead, situated on Portion No. 501, was within 15 miles of his 
selections at Wodonga and as such enabled him to hold these selections 
without being obliged to maintain the residential qualifications. Two 
of these portions were transferred to John Broadbent in January 1880 
and the thi^ -d in July 1881. ^ ^ Clearly Carroll had no desire to retain 
his Wodonga blocks and was a station dummy. 
14. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 803, 809 and 940. 
15. Map, Parish of Widgee, County of Lennox, May 1913, D6/2, 
1913, QSA. 
I''. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 803, 809 and 940. 
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CASE 3 
Dummies : John Frederick Atkinson and his wife Mary Louisa Flemming 
(station employee and his wife) 
Portions : 674, 706 and 775; and Portion 969. 
In 1876 John Frederick Atkinson, bookkeeper and store keeper for 
Widgee Station, selected three portions totalling 2 612 acres, i' 
Atkinson was clearly a well-educated man, as is evidenced in his 
written appeal against th^ high classification of two of his portions, i^  
When these portions were inspected, between December 1878 and May 1879, 
Atkinson was listed as being a storekeeper and the occupant of one of 
the blocks. Bailiffs who were named as occupants of the blocks since 
the tirae of selection included Jack Wisraett, George Elderfield, Jackey 
Bolamer, William Wooster and Joseph Shaw. Both Shaw and Wooster have 
been identified as Widgee Station employees. For two of these portions, 
Wooster and other station employees, F. H. Adams and J. Shaw, signed 
the Proofs of Fulfilment of Conditions on Selection. Atkinson was also 
listed as being the owner of the relatively small numbers of stock on 
the selections, 52 cattle and seven horses in all. Two of these 
portions were transferred to John Broadbent on 30 December 1880, before 
they were freeholded. i^  The third portion was sold to Broadbent and 
Williams for £300, also in December 1880, five months after it was 
freeholded. 20 This evidence confirms that Atkinson dummied his 
selections. 
Atkinson's wife Mary Louisa Flemming dummied Portion 969 for the 
station. This portion, which she selected on 21 August 1877, just 
sixteen days before her marriage, 21 v,as situated along the upper 
reaches of Widgee Creek and comprised 1 600 acres. Portion 969 was 
transferred to John Broadbent on 11 October 1881. The residence 
qualification for the selection of this property was fulfilled by 
Flemming's bailiff, Christopher Otto, for three years frora 14 November 
1877. 22 It is significant that in 1881 and 1882, Otto was also bailiff 
for another of Broadbent's dummies, Jimmy Caulfield. 23 when the 
selection was inspected on 17 November 1880, it was noted that the land 
was used for pastoral purposes, although there were no cattle on the 
selection at the time. 24 
1'. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 674, 706 and 775. 
1®. J. F. Atkinson, to the Minister for Lands, 19 December 
1879, Selection No. 706, LAN/AG302, QSA. 
19. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 674, 706 and 775. 
20. See Appendix 8, Selection No. 674. 
21. John Frederick Atkinson and Mary Louisa Flemming, Marriage 
' entry, 6 September 1877, St Peter's Church of England, Gympie. 
22. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 969. 
23. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 811. 
24. Inspection report, 17 Noveraber 1880, Selection No. -969, 
LAN/AG309, OSA. 
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CASE 4 
Dummy : William Wooster (station employee) 
Portions : 1194 and 1727. 
William Wooster's contribution as a dummy came when he selected 
two portions at the headwaters of Woonga Creek, the first in March 1879 
and the second in January 1885. 25 jhe selections, which totalled just 
over 1 000 acres, were used by Wooster as a dairy farra. Pigs were also 
reared. In 1886, on the portion where Wooater and his family resided, 
there was 4 acres of cultivation and a half acre garden, growing maize 
and bananas. 26 Once again the Proofs of Fulfilment of Conditions on 
Selection for these portions were certified by fellow station employe-
es, in this case Jimmy Caulfield, William O'Brien and F. A. Purser. 
Thfese selections were freeholded for a total of £688/3/6. Within two 
months of being freeholded, each of these blocks were sold to the 
station. This is a clear indication of dummying. Their total sale 
price, of only £540, does not indicate they were speculative ventures.2' 
Wooster subsequently selected two further selections, portions 3v and 
4v which he was expected to dummy for the station. These were retained 
by him in his own name, much to the annoyance of station manager, John 
Broadbent. The fact that Wooster was a station dummy was also confirmed 
by his niece, Mrs V. M. Gericke.28 
25. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 1194 and 1727. 
26. Inspection reports, Selection Nos 1194, 1727, 9 April 1886, 
13 February 1890, LAN/AG315, LAN/AG329, QSA. 
27. See Appendices 6 and 8, Selection Nos 1194 and 1727.-
28. V. M. Gericke, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
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CASE 5 
Dummy : John Spicer (station employee) 
Portions : 929, 970 and 971. 
John Spicer dummied three adjoining portions, which comprised a 
crucial 1 049 acres, just north of the Brooyar outstation. These were 
selected in 1877 and 1878. 2 9 When they were inspected, on 21 July 
1881, it was noted that Broadbent and Spicer owned the cattle run on 
the selections. Spicer and his wife occupied Portion * 929, where they 
resided in a dwelling house containing four rooms built of hardwood and 
pine. There was also a saddle room, dairy, stockyard, gallows, calf pen 
and cow bail. Other improvements included 350 acres of ring barking, 
and 2 acres of heavy timber and 10 acres of undergrowth cleared. This 
was certainly quite a well-established selection. ^^ In the early 
months of 1883, the three selections were transferred to Walter 
Compigne, a prominent resident of Gympie. Spicer becarae a bailiff on 
Selection 929 -^  i until he and his wife grew tired of the trauma of life 
on the land. They moved to Gympie, where Spicer was employed on 
construction work. 2^ After Compigne's death the selections were 
transferred to Abraham Colles. The Proofs of Fulfilment of Conditions 
on Selection for each of the portions were signed by station employees. 
These included Andrew Ogilvie, C. Edwards, Jimmy Caulfield ^^  and 
William Wooster. ^^  These were sold to the station a few raonths after 
they were freeholded at a total expense of £462/14/1,in 1885. One of 
the portions,, sold to the station for a nominal 10/-, was clearly 
dummied. The other two portions were sold for £400. This figure may 
have indicated the value of improvements on the land. 5^ Neither sales 
were profitable to the selector, further indication of dummying. This 
fact was also confirmed by Spicer's son. ^ ^ 
29. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 929, 970 and 971. 
30. Inspection report, 21 July 1881, Selection No. 929, LAN/AG 
327, QSA. 
31. Renewal Proof of fulfilment of conditions on selection, 20 
November 1884, Selection No. 929, LAN/AG308, QSA. 
32. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
33. J. E. Murphy and E. W. Easton, Wilderness to wealth, pp. 296-
' - 297. 
34. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 929, 970 and 971. 
35. See Appendix 8, Selection Nos 929, 970 and 971. 
3C. J. Spicer, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
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CASE 6 
Dummy : Francis Henry Adams 
(probably a colleague of the station proprietors) 
Portion : 898 
F. H. Adams was apparently in competition with two others for his 
block in the Homestead Area at Widgee. At the sitting of the Land 
Court, before Commissioner Warner, the block requested comprised 640 
acres and was knocked down at 2/2d per acre per annum above the up^et 
price of 1/- per acre. 37 j^ fact Adams was finally allocated 806 
acres. When the portion was inspected in October 1880, it is sig-
nificant that the 200 cattle grazing on the block were owned by John 
Broadbent. The Proof of Fulfilment of Conditions on Selection for the 
land was certified by two station employees, William Wooster and John 
Spicer. 38 Broadbent attempted to purchase the selection on 10 May 
1882, before it was freeholded. This transfer was disallowed as the 
land was in the Widgee Homestead Area and a transfer was therefore 
contrary to the Land Act. 39 Despite the fact that the selection was 
freeholded at a total cost of £1 100/12/5, it was sold to the station 
for a mere £400, just three months afterwards. 40 it is significant to 
note that Broadbent acted as attorney for Adams when the application to 
purchase this dummied land was made. 4i Adams, who is not recorded as 
ever living in the district,was evidently an absentee dummy and was 
probably a colleague of Broadbent and Williams. 
37. GT, 7 May 1877. 
38. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 898. 
39. F. H. Adams, transfer to John Broadbent disallowed, 10 May 
1882, Selection No. 898, LAN/AG308, QSA. 
40. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 898. 
41. Application to purchase Selection No. 898, LAN/AG308, QSA. 
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CASE 7 
Dummies : Holders of Volunteers Land Orders (speculators) 
Portions : 1104, 1137, 1138, 1012, 1013, 1014 and 1202 
Seven long-serving Queensland military volunteers were granted 
Volunteers Certificates which they exchanged for land at Widgee between 
1877 and 1878. There was a volunteers'group in Gympie as early as May 
1877, when notice was given of a meeting of persons interested in 
forming such a corps there. 42 Four of the portions which were taken up 
under certificates were applied for by John Broadbent as agent. All of 
these portions were transferred to Broadbent & Co. on the same day in 
August 1884. The cost to the station of £5Q, for each of the portions 
which comprised 50 acres, was the same value of the land when the 
portions were first taken up. Six of these portions were strategically 
chosen along Widgee Creek where they gave the station access to good 
land and the important water resource. The selections were taken up 
with the only expense to the volunteers being the assurance fund fee of 
l/7d per block. 4 3 These valuable portions were clearly dummied for the 
station. 
42. GT, 7 May 1877. 
43. See Appendices 6 and 8, Selection Nos 1104, 1137, 1-138, 1012, 
1013, 1014 and 1202. 
221 
CASE 8 
Dummies : Mark Hobson Byrne and Francis Isidore Power 
(colleagues of station employees) 
Portions : 707 and 859. 
Mark Hobson Byrne selected a total of 1 535 acres from the Widgee 
resumptions. This land was selected in two portions, the first in 1876 
and the second in 1877. When the selections were inspected on 23 March 
1879, 'Byrne was described as the occupant of the first portion. No. 707 
and John Broadbent as the owner of stock. ( A |grazier [named J Rose, 
identified as one of the station's dummies 44 ^^s listed as the owner 
of the stock on the other portion. These portions were transferred 
later in 1879 to F. I. Power, a colleague of Broadbent's. 45 it is sig-
nificant that on 4 March 1879, even before the inspection, F. I. Power 
was acting as Byrne's agent. Power explained that Byrne had employment 
112 kilometres from Gympie and had several raen under him who would be 
idle if he was required to attend the Land Court. 46 Although these 
selections were freeholded at a cost of £389/l/0V they were sold by 
Power for a mere £100. 4 7 clearly, Byrne was not a bona fide selector, 
nor was Power, who was a solicitor in Gympie. At times, F. I. Power 
also acted as the station's Gympie solicitor. 48 The evidence suggests 
that both Byrne and Power were dummies. 
44. Charles Rogers, Evidence, questions 907-913, Widgee Creek 
timber reserve. Select Committee report, QVP, 1878, Vol. 2, 
pp. 264-265. 
45. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 707 and 859. 
46. F. I. Power, Gympie, to the Minister for Lands, Brisbane, 4 
March 1879, Selection No. 859, LAN/AG302, QSA. 
47. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 707 and 859. 
48. A. Colles, Transfer to John Broadbent and others. Selection 
No. 970, Document No. 137618, QTO. 
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CASE 9 
Dummies : Francis Alfred Purser and Harry Gottleib Scheuber. 
(station employees) 
Portions : 1686 and 1699. 
Francis Alfred Purser and Harry Gottleib Scheuber each dummied a 
selection on Woonga Creek, just north of the head station. Together 
these portions, which were taken up in 1884, comprised 620 acres.4 9 
Purser, who was bOrn in Maryborough in 1861, was apparently the 
accountant for Widgee station when he married Annie Lake in December 
1883. 50 When the properties were inspected. Purser and his family 
resided on his selection, whilst Scheuber resided on his selection. 
John Broadbent was listed as the owner of stock on both portions. The 
fact that Purser was a station employee was actually noted on the 
inspection report. 5i Scheuber was a horsebreaker for Widgee sta-
tion. 5 2 Scheuber's selection included a 16 panelled horseyard, which 
was no doubt used for his work. 53 The Proofs of Fulfilment for these 
portions were completed by station employees William Wooster and Jimmy 
Caulfield and W. Wood 54 ^ho was a carpenter making alterations to the 
main homestead. 5 5 This evidence confirms that the portions were 
dummied. 
49. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 1686 and 1699. 
5°. Francis Alfred Purser and Annie Lake, Marriage entry, 8 
December 1883, St Peter's Church of England, Gympie. 
51. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 1686 and 1699. 
52. A. Hunt, interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
53. Inspection report, 14 December 1887, Selection No. 1699, 
LAN/AG307, QSA. 
54. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 1699. 
55. M. E. Caulfield, interview with J. D. Dale, 1970. 
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CASE 10 
Dummy : Edward Thomas Homer, (colleague of station proprietors) 
Portions : 625, 626 and 860. 
Three selections totalling 5 616 acres were taken up by Edward 
Thomas Homer. Two of these portions, Nos 625 and 860, were in the 
vicinity of the Brooyar out-station whilst the third portion adjoined 
the Woonga pre-emptive property. As such, they were three further 
vitally important properties for* the station. 56 Homer was living at 
Moura a few months after he selected Portion 860. 57 Writing on Homer's 
behalf, F. H. Adams protested the excessive nature of the classifica-
tion of Selection 860. 58 when the properties were inspected, in 
October 1880, they were being used to run a total of 1 100 cattle 
belonging to John Broadbent. On each property, a series of bailiffs 
were employed to fulfil the residential qualification. Included as a 
bailiff was Frank Wooster, a son of William Wooster. William Wooster 
and John Spicer, both station employees, certified the Proofs of 
Fulfilment of Conditions on Selection. 
These three properties were each sold to the station shortly 
after they were freeholded. The cost of selecting the three portions 
totalled £1 827/15/7, compared to a purchase price of £1 920 for the 
station, just a matter of months after they were freeholded. 5 9 Years 
before these properties were purchased by the station, John Broadbent 
was acting as Homer's agent, o^ Homer, Adaras and Broadbent are further 
implicated as associates when Adams was described as managing Homer's 
affairs until July 1882, ao which time he left the colony. From that 
time, Broadbent became Homer's agent, i^ Judging from their letters, it 
is evident that Adams and Homer were well educated men and as such, 
were not failed small settlers, but were backed by the station in their 
land dealings. Homer was actually a partner of Broadbent and Williams 
in their Central Queensland properties and was clearly one of the 
station's absentee dummies. 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
Gympie Census district, map 1886, DPC. 
E. T. Homer, Moura, Banana to the Minister for Lands, 20 
April 1877, Selection No. 860, LAN/AG307, QSA. 
F. H. Adams, Widgee to the Minister for Lands, Brisbane, 4 
August 1878, Document No. 8535A, Selection No. 860, LAN/AG 
307, QSA. 
See Appendices 6 and 8, Selection Nos 625, 626 and 860. 
J. Broadbent, agent for E. T. Homer, Widgee to the 
Minister for Lands, Brisbane, Document No. 3817B, 13 May 
1876, Selection No. 625, LAN/AG300, QSA. 
J. Broadbent, Widgee to the Commissioner for Lands, 
Gympie, 10 April 1884, Document No. 282B, Selection'No. 
860, LAN/AG307, QSA. 
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CASE 11 
Dummies : Stephen Henry Wichello and William Graham, 
(colleagues of station proprietors) 
Portion : 629. 
In October 1875 Stephen Henry Wichello selected Portion No. 629, 
which comprised 3 914 acres, including some of the finest agricultural 
and grazing land in the Widgee district. When the property was in-
spected in June 1879, William Wooster was actihg as Wichello's bailiff. 
Significantly, the block was being used to graze 400 head of cattle 
owned by Broadbent & Co. Two station employees, Jimmy Caulfield and 
Francis Adams, signed the Proof of Fulfilment of Conditions on Selec-
tion. In 1879 the property was transferred to William Graham, with John 
Broadbent acting as his agent. 2^ This land, together with that of 
Portion No. 630, was sold to the station for £5 000 in February 1886. 
These portions had been freeholded by the beginning of 1886 at a cost 
of £3 000/4/6. 63 It is possible that despite Graham's association with 
the station he could have used these selections as personal investments, 
with the final intention of sale to Broadbent & Co. at a mutually 
beneficial price. 
62. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 629. 
63, See Appendix 7, Selection Nos. 629 and 630. 
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CASE 12 
Dummy : George Sloan, (colleague of station proprietors) 
Portions : 619 and 658. 
George Sloan, another absentee dummy, selected two portions at 
Woonga in October 1875. Together, these blocks totalled 1 976 acres. 
Significantly, one of Sloan's portions was freeholded without any 
residence qualification being fulfilled. This was evidently allowed for 
the station as a favour from the Lands Department. Bailiffs were 
employed on the other portion. There was no mention of Sloan Residing 
on either selection, although he was described as the owner of the 800 
head of stock on both selections. Station employees, James Caulfield 
and William Wooster (even though they were not nearby residents) signed 
the Proofs of Fulfilment of Conditions on Selection for both selec-
tions. Both portions were transferred to Brisbane solicitor, Peter 
MacPherson, a little over a month after the Proofs were signed. The 
selections were freeholded in August 1879 at a total cost of £939/[8/n, 
64 These portions were sold to Daniel Williams in July the follow-
ing year, for £1 950. 65 A definite linkage between Sloan and MacPher-
son is indicated by a letter signed by MacPherson and another signed by 
Sloan, both of which nominate John Staley of Gympie as their agent. The 
letters, written on the same day, were clearly written in the same 
handwriting, although signed independently. It is presumed that they 
were prepared by a clerk in MacPherson's solicitor's office. 66 The 
above is indisputable evidence of dummying. 
64. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 619 and 658. 
65. See Appendix 7, Selection Nos 619 and 658. 
66. p. MacPherson, Queen St, Brisbane to the Under Secretary for 
Lands, Brisbane, 19 May 1879, Selection No. 630; G. Sloan, 
Queen St Brisbane to the Under Secretary for Lands, Brisbane 
19 May 1879, Selection No. 619, LAN/AG300, QSA. 
226 
CASE 13 
Dummies : Peter MacPherson and William Graham, 
(colleagues of station proprietors) 
Portion : 630. 
On 4 October 1875, Peter MacPherson the station's Brisbane 
solicitor became an absentee dummy selector of 5 106 acres contained in 
Portion No. 630. This property, which had long frontages to both Wide 
Bay Creek and the Mary River, added substantially to the fine pastoral 
land which was being accumulated by Widgee station. When the selection 
was inspected in June 1879, the Bailiff of Crown Lands noted that the 
property was used for the pasturage of 1 000 cattle owned by Broadbent, 
Atherton (from nearby Miva station) and Lillis (who held selections 
nearby). The residence qualification was performed by a series of 
bailiffs. The selection was transferred to William Graham in September 
1879. Station employees Jimmy Caulfield and William Wooster eventually 
certified the Proof of Fulfilment of Conditions on Selection. 67 There 
is little doubt that this land was dummied. 
67. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 630. 
227 
CASE 14 
Dummies : Thomas Standen (failed selector) and 
Thomas Standen junior (station employee) 
Portions : 921, 1730, 1689 and 1711. 
Eventually four properties selected by members of the Standen 
family became part of the Widgee station freehold. Thomas Standen, the 
father-in-J,aw of Jimmy Caulfield, selected two portions which later 
became part of the station. Standen was possibly a bona fide selector 
who fell on hard times, as his first selection, which he freeholded in 
June 1885 at a cost of £503/10/-, 68 „as sold to the station nearly 
three years later for £300. 69 Significantly, there is no mention of 
any known station employees in the selection process. After Standen was 
accidentally drowned in the Mary River, on 6 December 1890, 7 0 his 
widow, Ellen, freeholded the other portion. No. 1730. Four years later, 
again perhaps due to the difficult tiraes, she sold the land to the 
station for £143. 7i The cost of freeholding this land had been 
£299/2/5. At the time the selections were inspected, they showed 
substantial agricultural improveraents, 72 soraething which was usually 
not achieved if land was dummied for the station. 
Thomas Standen junior, Ellen Caulfield's brother, dummied two 
portions for Widgee station. He worked for the station for a number of 
years and was, for a period of time, responsible for driving John 
Broadbent's buggy. 7 3 when the selections were inspected on 15 Septem-
ber 1888, the Bailiff of Crown Lands recorded that the stock run on the 
selections was owned by John Broadbent. Once again, the Proofs of 
Fulfilment of Conditions on Selection were completed by at least three 
station employees. 74 i^ reporting on his selections, the Gympie Land 
Commissioner noted : 
I am doubtful whether Standen is a bona fide selector, but as 
he has carried out the condition of occupation by personal 
residence since July 1885 (date of Confirmation) it would not 
be possible to prove it, and I do not consider that I should 
be justified in refusing the Certificate. 75 
The selections which were freeholded on 2 April 1890 at a cost of 
£737/6/6 were sold to the station the following month for £500. 76 This 
is further clear evidence of dummying. 
68. See Appendix 6, Selection No. 921. 
69. See Appendix 7, Selection No. 921. 
70. T. K. Harvey, Declaration, 27 June 1891, Selection No. 1730, 
LAN/AG329, QSA. 
71. See Appendix 7, Selection No. 1730. 
72. See Appendices 6 and 8, Selection Nos 921 and 1730. 
73. G. Hewson, Mrs, interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
74. See Appendix 6, Selection Nos 1689 and 1711. 
75. L. Board, Land Commissioner, Gympie to the Under Secretary 
for Lands, Brisbane, 12 September 1989, Selection No. 1711, 
LAN/AG328, QSA. 
76. See Appendices 6 and 8, Selection Nos 1689 and 1711. • 
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N.illill of Grolnt88 D.te of S8e t 1 on Ar e. PUrChiU& Record of Oolte of Tri.n •• 1~"lQnPor tl on P~ri~n Oli~d of LiOInd Fr8eholded Price O•• th Rlleord of By DtolthNu_bwr Ac l Ooc.u_lint Dllolth Docu ..enl
Selected Nu.bltr Doc.u.ent Nu.ber
Undvr
oc. r. pel.
A Pre-emptive land freeholded by the station
DroadutJ!lL J &. Williomu 0 oe/11/1063 14. 1868 2300. 0, 00 735/00/00 20~69~ oQ/Or.118842>3 IJI'Oayar 14. 1068 120. O. 00 :W/OO/OO 205$99 09/06/1804
2>4 Wichl"dU Broadlltu''1L J &. Williluo~ 0 13/12/1663 1<. 10e8 162.0.00 36/00/00 20569B 09/05/1~84
443 Drooyc.r Broc.dbont J &. Wi 11 iomel 0 10/10/1883
2 572.0.00 (803/00/00
SubtoliOlls :
B. Closed roads freeholded by the station
"
IoiildQ:eo Bro6dbont J. Willio.mz. 0 30/04/1660 69. 1616 611. 2. 30 ) 13/18/08 ) 3862...
Bro~bont J a.. Willi_" :> 30/04/1680 69. 1878 ) ) 386244.. Wld"oo Sroa.db.nt.. J • WIll1_tl 0 30/04/1880 69. 1876 ) ) 366244OA Wld4l••
Subtot.illS I 0~.2.30 Cl3/18/08
c. Auction blocks freeholded by the station
2 Iohdil'oo Broa.dDont J .. Hi Ill_Ill 0 26/02/1878 68/1666 368.0.00 3eS/OO/OO 218824
3 Widao o Broo.dllont. J I. Williams 0 26/02/1678 86/1668 322. O. 00 322/00/00 220160
4 WidlJoo Droadbont J a.. Wi 11 I_a 0 26/02/1878 88/1866 243.0.00 243/00/00 220100, lhd5{too Broadbon\. J .. Wi 11 i_I< 0 26/02/18.,6 66/1666 22~.0.OO 225/00/00 220160
6 WidQl'>o Broadbont J .. Wt 1 II_II 0 26/02/16711 8U/1666 460. O. 00 480/00/00 220160
7 Mid.4a eo Uroeo.dbont J .. Will i ... 0 26/02/1676 88/1668 440.0.00 4.4.0/00/00 219924
6 Mid.4acoo BroAdll.nt. J .. Willi ... 0 26/02/1878 66/1866 430. O. 00 430/00/00 218924
11 WidJil 00 :~~::~:~~ 3~ =g~~::: ~ 26/02/1876 86/1666 400. O. 00 400/00/00 21992412 Mu1Qoo 26/02/1676 86/1666 400.0.00 400/00/00 219S24.
Sublotoll~ I 3 308.0.00 £3 308/00/00
D. Portions selected and freeholded by the station
219 WidaClO Uroadbent J 23/07/1876 40. 186lj j60. O. 00 110/00/00
260 Hi.d"oo lJro6CIbont J 11/01/1679 46. 1668 352.0.00 108/00/00
:104 Hic1Qtoe Drolldbunt J 11/01/1679 46. 1060 104. O. 00 58/10/00466 Wld5{ott DroAd\).mt. J 16/03/1~79 46. 1868 2067. O. 00 541/15/00
bbB Hida:oo BrolldlJont J 23/07/1076 46. 18G8 749. O. 00 167/06/00
SubtoLi15 I :I 702.C.u r) (j 00~1l0/00
E. Portions selected and freeholded by others before being transferred to the station
696 nrooyor AOnlnu 10' U 2~/06/1Ese3 '6. 1&76 606.0.00 1096/06/0tJ 2 Hh'2.
6'/4 Urooyar .... Lkir'uon J F 02/07/1600 46. 166t1 615.0.00 191/0l'a/00 2199~4
. a2=" Ol'ooyar Cllulfiuld J J G 13/01:1/100(; 36. 1076 47t..0.OO 237/00/00
0:.>0 Urooyor Caulfield J J G 1'J/OO/100t} 30. uno 340. O. 01) 170/00/00
1192 Brooyc.r Cault101d J J G 13/00/1060 36. 1070 212.0.00 159/00/00
1320 Widl:l:eo CauU ield J J Q 26/03/1901 199.0.00 HI9/00/00
1321 Widgoe Co.u1t'iuld J J G 26/03/1901 99.0.00 99/00/00
1104 Bl"OOYlU" Ctt.V6 H II 02/06/1880 96. 1868 50. O. 00 0/00
1202 lirooynr Clolh1.or F 31/12/1860 37. 1876 60. O. 00 0/00929 Widliloo Collou A 06/05/18136 26. 1076 476. O. 00 237/10/00970 OrooYbr Co11tw A 01/06/18lj~ 26. 1876 304.0.00 162/00/00
9"1 Bl"ooYtU" ColltW A 09/04/1865 26. Un6 270. o. 00 61/10/00629 Uroo:, ... r Grahc.m Ii 21/01/1866 4B. 1868 3914.0.00 1108/10/00B30 U~-ooyar Crah&.1D W 06/05/1605 46. 1868 !H06.0.00 1828/10/00625 Urooyar lIolllor E or 06/12/1864 46. 1068 2116. O. 00 704/00/00626 Brooye.r HOllltlr E T 05/03/1883 46. 1666 1920. O. 00 640/00/00 2U~924660 Brnoyc.r tlollltJr Ii: T 06/12/1684 46. 1866 1:'60. O. 00 470/00/00JOD n'l'oOyar KClal"lO J 24/02/1679 37. 1676 eo. O. 00 0/006t9 DrDoyar MtllcPheruon P l\l/09/167Q 46. 11306 16;,!0. O. 00 6 ..?/l0/00 20ta600 09/0~/letl4 ~19924oM' Urooyar HacPhor.on P 19/00/1868 .B. 1666 1106. O. 00 269/00/00 20ra689 09/0ra/1884 218112410t2 Bl'ooyar HoVoiQ:h C 16/03/1879 37. 1816 rao.o.OO 0/00707 UrClo)'or Powtor F I 02/07/1880 4B. 1866 1200. O. 00 320/00/00 2199246'9 ilrooyor Powor F I 02/07/1060 46. 1668 2~5.0.00 63/15/00 2199241666 Broo)'llr Purutlr l' A 27/11/llJ90 44. 1616 160. O. 00 78/13/041699 ~r(joyc.r Schouber II G
1730 I
10/05/1866 26. 1076 460. O. 00 34~/OO/00
021
Urcoyur St>e.ndun Ii: 20/0G/lI:W2 36. 1876 693.0.00 296/10/00Brooyur Ztandon T 04/06/ltHl5 36. 1816 1000. O. 00 500/00/001669 Ur(Joyul" Stc.nd(Jn r Jr
1711 02/04/1890 '6. 1676 ti49. O. 00 411/1ta/00
1014
Urooyur St.o.nd60 T Jr 02/04/1800 36. 1076 tHO. O. 00 320/00/00
1137
OI'oOYAr Wi laoo C 24/02/1679 :$1. 1U16 M'>.O.OO 0/00
1136
lIrooyc.l" Wil~on G R 24/03/107B 96. lU66 ~O. O. 00 0/00
1194
Brooytl.l'" Wi lb:on N 18/03/1879 .98. 1668 liO. 0.00 0/00
172',
Orooynr Hu.::.ut.lI'· H lJ/09/1U86 36. 1876 639. O. 00 4'19/05/00Drou)'c.r WOOU\.tll" W 06/06/18Bl 36. 1876 406.0.23 203/10/00
Sobtoto15 : 27 739.0.23 (11 J07/10/0u
F. Portions selected by others and transferred to and freeholded by the station
!Iv:! Ul"o,:)y.r [lrol\.Clb.mt J O!l/OJ/IU8<l 48. 1868 1105. U.t1O 342/10/00
B09 Wida:eo Oron.d.bent J 15/0!>/lOO2 46. 1866 330. O. Ou 8V 10/00
70G Wid"eo Uroadbont. J 01/04/1061 46. 1866 1000. O. 00 300/00/00
71~ Wid/il:oo ~roc.dl>otlt J 04/0"/lUOl 46. 1860 991. O. 00 2t:W/15/00
603 WidQ"oe Bron.d.bont. J 22/0\;1/1860 46. 1860 840. O. 00 200/00/00
611 Widgoo nroCldbont. J 12/02/1884 46. 1868 2430. O. 00 65'1/10/00
BG3 Wid"oe lIroadbent. J 05/03/1tl64 46. 1668 tabO.O.OO 1~2/00/00
940 Widguo Orolldllent. J 11/01/186:.1 :W. 16'/6 2ta1.2.00 64/10/00
969 W1da!:oo Broadbent. J 2.(/06/1682 26. 1668 1600. O. 00 400/00/00
Subtot.l s : 8 917.2.00 £2 4li~/I~/u
Gr.il.nd tot .il.l .. : 40 J04.1.1, £IS 923/13/08
Por t i on Yer.on. to who. Oil t. 01 Fi rlil N.J.."'io 01 Dllte 01 C05t of Nu.b£,,, 01
Nu.ber Prop.,.ty ... Triln ••15ioion T"o1nsf er Fi,..t Tr~n5i.r•• " FH .t F1 r.t Oocu.ent
rrin •• i ttad by CRith 1. Docu .. ent Tr inlOf Rr TrinifRr "1.. TrinlOfRrrlng
Nu.ber
• 5ubdi vi.1 on
..
A.
<:~3 I 20'1426 "~orrcut \ol MQCP~I~r~on P & Droftdb(mt J 20/06/1689 0/002':>4 207426 Forreot W MllcPh~ruon P & Broodb"nt. J 20/06/1869.43 2074.26 Forr6l1t W HftcPh6r~on P &I BroadbeHlt J 20/06/1809
I £0/05/00
B.
"
We.cPher.on f' • For relit N Og/Ob/166. 2g0691 Forreat W MOod'herlllon P 26108/1695 00/00
.. KaoPhorllon P • forrost W 09/0b/186. 2g0691 forrellt W WacPbonoo P 26/08/1695 00/00
OA lolccPhor.on P • forrost H 09/06/1684 2g0691 Forr08t W WacPborlion P 26/0611695 00/00
£0/00/00
c.
N
W
o
,
G
7
•II
12
D.
219
2GO
:.!U4
488
t>b8
E.
W..ePberllDO P .. 'orreet W
W4oPhereon P .. 'orreet. W
W..oPhereon P .. 'orre.t. N
WeoPhorlOon P .. J'arree\. W
WocPborlOoo P .. J'orr•• t. W
W..cPt.erlion P .. J'arr.",t. W
WacPheraon P &. Yorr.et. '"
WacPher.on P .. "orr.at. W
KacPhereon P • Forreat N
26/01/1690
11/02/1090
17/02/1090
I" /02/1090
17/02/1890
28/01/1890
2tl/OI/18QO
28/01/18QO
28/01/1890
60222
80223
80224
60224
608 MacPhorQon P • Forr611t W 28/01/1690 96~JJ Broadbont. J L. Williamu 0 t:"'/0b FJ Ob3 400/vO/OO
6"4 M.4oPbcrllon P &. Io'orrout W 28/01/1690 891J7 Broadbont. J L. Hll111lUlu D ~1/12/ld~O JOO/OO/OO
un. 1~0406 BroodL"nt. J ~'orrout W L. MaoPtlorlllon P ~~/10/lUOO 386/00/00 )
9'0 1~O406 UrCJbuLor.t. J "urrout. W a. Macl'horuon P 2<:/10/111Ud )
1192 1tl0406 Uro0.4b"nt. J ~'orrout W & MacPhorlilon P 22/10/1880 )
1320 377004 HuoPt-erLion P &. ~'orr6I1t H 10/07/1n02 22tl/00/00 )
1321 377004 MacPh",rLlon J &. FOrroLlt H Id/07/1002 )
1104 109939 DroodLcont. J Io'orrout H & HaoPhttr.llon P 22/00/1864 60/00/00
1202 100942 Brolllibont J io'orreut W • MGoPh .. rllon P 22/08/1084 ~O/OO/OO
02' 132224 UroadLont J Forrolllt W t.. MacPh ... ~Illon P 20/10/1BO~ 1
~no 13'/010 Uroa<1UtHl\' J ~'orrollt.. H 6r. Macl't.u,'lllon P 11112/1U8~ 10/00
9"1 132224 UrOGdllOflt. J ~·urnwt. H a. Macrhorlllun P 20/10/180tl 400/00/00 1
6<:9 1J7206 Uroadbent J Forrost W a. MaoPherson P 12/02/1666 ~OOO/OO/OO 1
030 137296 Droadbont J Ji'orraliit W 6r. HacPharuon P 12/02/1868 )
62:> 119066 Uroadbont J ForreLlt. W a. MllOPhoroon P 03/03/1685 1200/00/00 2
626 HftoPheruon P & Io'orrellt W' 28/01/1690 90r.32 Urolldbent J a. Wl11iamll D 24/06/1683 720/00/00
"00 119068 UruDdb",nt J p'orrest W a. WacPherlion P 03/03/1886 2
IOlJ 109938 Broadbent J "~orroat W " w..cPhorlilon P 22/08/1884 00/00/00
IH9 HooPhttr..on P " Forrollt. H 13/02/1890 68412 Wlll1cua8 D 21/07/1860 )
.,. HaoPhorllion P t.. 10rroot lot 13/02/1890 66-412 Willicualil D 21/07/1880 19~0/OO/00 )
1012 109041 DroilWbtlnt J Forrt".t H .. HlloPhoruon P 22/00/1684 50/00/00701 HllcPhe['!:IOn P &I io'orrtl&t H 28/01/1890 66602 Broadbont J Wi 11 i_a D 27/07/1860 100/00/00 )
6'& HacPhoroon P &I Forreut H 28/01/1690 66682 Broadbont J Wi 11 iams D 27/01/1800 ) 22g6?'"
1666 23!)49a Brolldbont J "'or root W a.. HaoPherlllon P JO/09/1S90 l~O/OO/OO
1699 206015 Brolldbtlnt J Forrtlliit W &I MucPhor"on P 19/11/1669 unaval1abla
1730 264496 Brocdbent J Forreat W & MacPhoruon P 1~/12/1604 143/00/00
021 160911 Hroadborlt J FOrro!:lt W • HllcPhartwn P 07/04/1888 300/00/001600 22471)3 Droadbunt J ForrtH,t W !o. MacPhoruon P 30/05/1890 500/00/00 )
1"11 224793 Uroadbtwt J F'orrctllt W &. HftoPbcrtllon P 30/05/1690 )1014- 100037 Broatlbont. J ,"'Orrotllt. W &I MacPheruon P 22/08/10tH 50/00/00113', 1000J6 Broadbtmt J lo'Orr06lt. W &. MllOPhorliion P ?2/00/1664 60/00/001138 100040 13roadbont J "'orrOllt W • HaoPh"r ..on P 22/06/1004 flO/OO/OOll'll4 Ui6602 Uroadloer.t. J ,,'orrollt W a. HllooPhorlllon P 22/10/1886 240/00/00
1'/2'/ 247466 Brolldbont J io'orrout. W " "aOPherllion P 04/0.)0/1691 300/00/00
(12 003110100
F.
~'J~
.0'
10G
Tn
"03
"II
BBJ
'40
069
£ 12 01>.3/15/00
I, kecord of Death 8.nd Tran~mission by De8.th documents relottl t.o
Dfl.rliel Williuras, .....ho died on 9 May 1884.
2, In thi~ column, for C8.ses .....here portions ....ere sold, together: sa~ef1rlce~ hove been bracketed ..... ith the total sale price OPposite, t~e
first port i. on, Reference numbers "1" nnd "2" on the extreme r 1~ L
of tht: colunln also refer t.o portions ....hich ....ere sold together 11,)1'
un undivided sum,
To .. ho_
'lJbdl"'1'10n
1f.5 501 d
Deac,. 1 pt 1 on
01
5ubdl"'I~10n
Ar e. of
SUbdl ... is.ion
3(. ,.. p\.'''.
D.lit of
S.d e of
Subdl ... I.10n
L:05t ot
S.le of
Subdl"'1.1on
... ~ ,. 5 t
NO_IO.ti on
of Tru.t~~s.
Oocu.ent
Nu.b~r
Dite of
Fi r at
NO.ln"tion
of
TruIote85
A
-.::..J
220',ijl I:Sro6d.bent J fOr relit H a.. kAOPhllllrllOO P 31/01/1890
220781 Broadbclnt J Forrollt !of .. WaoPheraoa P 31/01/1890
2>4 220761 Broadbent J rorreat W .. Wa.oPh.noo P 31/01/1890
40
B.
N
W
c.
6
7
•11
12
Crown
Cro""O
Cro"'"'
Cr ...vn
SYb ~ Por 3
Sub 3 POl" 4
Sub 3 POl" &
Sub 4 Por 8
37.0.00
2.00
12.2.31
1. 2.04
04/06/1676
06/08/1678
04/06/167Q
06/06/1879
1/00
1/00
1/Ov
1/00
221413
221412
221412
221412
221412
221413
221413
221413
221413
droaabent J f'orrollt. .... ti(acPbor.on P
Broadbent. J f'orre.t. W .. w.u:PberaCID P
Broodbont. J Forrea'£. MacPberaon P
Bcoed.bont. J Forr.et. IIl&cPheraon P
Broe.dbont. J Forrellt N .. MacPbaraCID P
Brobdbent. J Forr.lit. N .. WacPberaoo P
Broedbent. J 'orrelit N .. ka.cPberaon P
Broadbent. J f'Orrelit .... MacPbereoa P
Broadbent. J forre.t N .. Ma.cP'beraoo P
29/01/1690
07/03/1690
07/03/1690
07/03/1890
07/03/1690
29/01/1Sg0
29/01/1890
2g/01/1Sg0
29/01/1890
£0104/00
D.
21Q106
219706
219106
21Y700
219706
Broadbent. J f'urrellt k4cPberaoo P
Broadbent J forr.llt W&cPb.reon P
Broadbent. J Torre.<t. " .. MacPb.r.oa P
Broodhent. J Torr•• t " .. ""'cPb.raon P
Broadbent. J forr•• t \It .. N4cPb.r.oo P
1~/10/1BB9
1~/101l889
15/10/188V
1~/10/1889
1~/10/1689
E.
\J:':~
~~U
11{tl
1320
13: 1
1104
1202
92't1
"70
':loll
629
IDO
6:':!>
626
860
IOl:J
619
o~8
101~
707
u~1J
IGtl6
169~
1730
9~ 1
161j9
1711
10101
1137
11 :18
ll':fol
1'/21
Cro..,r. Sub 2 P. a~g 6.0,3a 20/07 /ltj~O !l7/1!>/00
221.1:J
221413
22014U
22014U
220101,,~
2201131
22()781
220149
22()149
2201.0
2201,,9
220149
220141J
221413
220149
220781
220148
220148
220781
221413
221113
,21412
2207a 1
264724
2iH724
2~0'!i31
420'!U 1
22u7131
220149
Broo.dbont. J "·orrowt. H &. KacPhorllor> P
Bro~t.unt. J Forrelolt. H a. MacPt.orson P
Bro...dbctlL J I-ocrcl>lt H a. HacPherson P
Uroadlooflt. J "·orrowt. H a. HocPhcrwon P
Broadbollt. J for relit. .. &. H4cPherllon P
Bro~bul.t. J "·orrtl~t. H !o. MacPhorlilon P
Broadbent J Forrellt H &. Ho.cPbercon P
Broadt.cnt. J FOrrowt W &. HacPhClrlllOC"l P
Broadt..ent J "'orre",t H &. HacPhorson P
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074 :J74. <B 164. ,4<
liZ:' (j2~. '20 7'16. ,uu
9:.0 623. 117 776. In
11£J2 623. ,2< ~
1320 3. 0'/1. 10:J
1321 £J71. •••
1104 J"2 2:13
1202 :S6~. 193
"'9 ~'17. 16
970 to!)1.20 176. no
9"1l ~4J.68
B2. !)89.36
6'0 ~47. 12
." 526.230 776.169
.2B 4~2. 230 764. 1~ 1.
BBO 626,229 , 716.1137
lOt:! J46.67
B•• JOO. 1~1
B,. 360.1fl2
1012 349.6D
707 374.6!) 764.1498:.9 314. J9 800. t76
1066 7tH>. 237 lJOI. 1M. 1f.,9, 160 697. '94169g 704.49 763.204
1730 636.120
92\ ~~1. 30 102. 22.23,24 776. 'BB1669 780.71 164. 4,6,6 646. ,..1711 71l0.12 '164. 7 646. '.B1014 346.91
11:17 340.73
1136 340.72
11114 823. lOll 776.166
112"1 818. lOb 69'1. W~
F.
!)il2 493. 17B
BOB 425. 32
'0. 392. 112
17:. 39B.76
B03 381. 36
Bll 491.176
BB3 493.174
940 "H.241
.B. 42g.21
3. The numbers 1320 and 1321 referred to a~ portion number~ actually
relate to Agricultural Farm numbers for Portion No~ 7v, OV und 14v
~Dken up under the L~nd Act of la97.
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DESCRIPTIONS OF ORIGINAL PASTORAL LEASES AS ACCEPTED BY THE CROWN 
LANDS OFFICE, SYDNEY IN THE 1840S AND 1850S AND THE CROWN LANDS 
OFFICE, BRISBANE IN THE 1860S. 
WOONGA run accepted by the Commissioner's report 25 September 1850 : 
From the Lagoons North North West to a tree marked R+ 
thence south 4 miles to a tree marked R from thence east 6 
miles to a point on the River Mary from thence North 4 
miles by the River Mary to a tree marked J and frora thence 
West 6 miles to the starting point to ( a tree marked R+).^ 
ORANGE TREE run amended description accepted 28 March 1851 : 
Commencing at a large gum tree marked very high up oTo 
on the North face of the right bank of the main Wiji Wiji 
creek about a mile above the junction of the two branch 
creeks thence by a line east 3 miles thence by a line 
parallel with the general course of the creek upwards or 
southerly 8 miles, thence West to the creek thence by the 
creek down to the starting point. 2 
BASIN OF WEEJI WIDJIE run amended description accepted 28 March 1851 
Commencing at a large gum tree marked oTo on the west 
face of the left bank of the Main Widgee Widgee Creek about 
half a mile below the .junction of two branch creeks and 
near where the scrub first joins the creek below the gap 
leading from Woonga, thence West 3 miles thence in a line 
parallel with the general course of the creek upwards 8 
miles thence East to the creek thence down by the creek to 
the starting point. ^  
BROOYAR run accepted 20 January 1852 : 
Commencing at a large gum tree marked on the North 
side Z standing on the left bank of Wide Bay creek about 
1/4 mile above the crossing place from Woonga. Thence North 
3 1/2 miles thence S.W. by W 7 miles thence south to the 
creek and by the creek down to the starting point. Wide Bay 
Creek being the southern boundary of the run. ^  
1. Register of runs in the pastoral district of Wide Bay in the 
1850s, f. 4, CL0/N12, QSA. 
2. Ibid, f. 5. 
3. Ibid, f. 6. 
4. Ibid. f. 11. 
238 
GLASTONBURY run amended description .iccepted 28 Novemb-r 1851 : 
Commencing on the ridge dividing the Widgee-Widgee 
waters from those of Glastonbury creek at a pair of spotted 
gum trees which stand at the North East corner of the 
Orange Tree Run (one of which is marked on the East side G 
the other on the west side 0 T Thence by a line East to the 
top of the first ridge forming the opposite side of the 
valley of Glastonbury Creek and including the whole of the 
land which is drained by the creek above that line. ^  
BALD HILLS run amended description accepted 28 November 1851 : 
Bounded on the East by the western boundary line of 
the Basin of Widgee Widgee run where it crosses the valley 
of the Little Widgee Widgee Creek and including all the 
land drained by the creek above that line Little Widgee 
Widgee Creek being that on which are erected the Huts and 
stockyards called the Widgee Widgee station. ^  
RESERVE run amended description accepted 18 June 1853 : 
Commencing at the North West corner of Woonga as 
described in Ross tender No 6 of September 1849 thence 4 
miles south to the South West corner of Woonga thence 2 
miles East, thence southerly to the northern boundary of a 
run called Basin of Widjee Wijji and by that boundary 5 
miles Westerly thence north about 7 miles to the southern 
boundary of Walooga run (No 8 of Sept 1849) and by the 
Walooga boundary East to Wide Bay creek by the right bank 
of the creek to the River Mary by the Mary up to the North 
East corner of Woonga and by the boundary of Woonga West to 
the starting point. ' 
WALOOGA adjusted run tender accepted 31 May 1854 : 
To start from Walooga Hut on Kilkivan Creek West to 
Mount Warren 2 miles from thence by a line south 2 miles to 
a tree marked J from thence by a line East 12 1/2 miles to 
a tree marked M from thence North by a line to the creek 2 
miles and from thence to the starting point (Walooga Hut) 
10 1/2 miles it being understood that Kilkivan Creek forms 
the Northern boundary. ^  
5. Ibid, f. 12. 
6 Ibid, f. 13. 
T. Ibid, f. 15. 
s. Ibid, f. 20. 
239 
HARRINGTON run amended description accepted 18 August 1863 : 
Commencing at a large Gum tree marked high up oTo 
situate on the right bank of Widgee Widgee Main Creek at 
the N.W. corner of the Orange Tree run and thence by a line 
East to the N.E. boundary of the Glastonbury run thence by 
the ridge south dividing the waters of Glastonbury Creek 
and Oaky Creek to the point of scrub thence by the scrub 
Easterly to the boundary of Amamoor Run to the River Mary 
Northerly to the boundary of Woonga run thence by the 
Woonga boundary West to the Reserve Run by by (sic) the 
Reserve to the starting point running along the boundary of 
the Basin of Widgee Run being an irregular block of ten 
miles by six comprising the whole of the unoccupied country 
between the blocks called the Widgee run and the River 
Mary. ^  
Ibid, f. 60, 
240 
THK WIDGEE WIDGEE LEASE FOLLOWING THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE ORIGINAL 
LEASES UNDER THE CROWN LANDS ALIENATION ACT OF 1868. 
When the nine Widgee Widgee runs which comprised Widgee station were 
consolidated under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1868, the run 
was divided into two portions. It was decided that Division B, 
comprising 102 100 acres was to remain station leasehold. This 
portion was described as follows : 
Commencing at the junction of Glastonbury Creek with the 
River Mary, thence up that creek in a South Westerly 
direction 7 1/2 miles thence by a line West 7 miles and 35 
chains to Station Creek, thence by that Creek up to its 
junction with Little Station Creek, thence by Little 
Station Creek in a Southerly direction to the Range at its 
head and a continuation in a North Westerly direction 
forming the Western and Southern Watersheds of Little 
Station Creek to the East boundary of Drumfin block, thence 
by a line North being the East boundaries of Drumfin and 
Bullars blocks to Wide Bay Creek, thence up Wide Bay Creek 
to the Eastern boundary of Kilkivan block, thence north by 
the Eastern boundary of Kilkivan block 4 miles and 70 
chains, thence by a line N.E. by East 7 miles being the 
Southern boundary of "Murray's Debateable Land", thence by 
a line South 2 3/4 miles to Wide Bay Creek being the 
Western boundary "Junction Station" thence by the right 
bank of Wide Bay Creek down to the River Mary upwards in a 
South Easterly direction to the point of commencement. ^ ^ 
'^\ Description of lands proposed for lease for Widgee run, 18 
May 1869, Document No. 2465, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
241 
THE WIDGEE WIDGEE LEASE IN 1879. 
When the Widgee Widgee lease was re-formed in 1879, it was 
allowed in two portions, totalling 55 square miles, as follows : 
Portion A 
Commencing on Glastonbury Creek at the north east 
corner of portion 2, parish of Widgee and bounded thence on 
the South by that portion and a line in continuation 
bearing west to Station Creek; thence by that creek and by 
South Station Creek upwards to its head; thence by the 
western watershed of that creek north westerly about two 
hundred and fifty chains in a direct line; thence by a line 
bearing north about three hundred and fifty seven chains; 
on the north by a line bearing east to Widgee Creek; by 
that creek downwards to its junction with the Mary River, 
by that river upwards to the junction of Glastonbury creek; 
and by that creek upwards to the point of commencement; 
exclusive of all alienated lands. 
Portion B 
Commencing at the junction of Glastonbury Creek with 
the Mary River, bounded thence on the west by that creek 
upwards for about four hundred and forty chains in a direct 
line to a spot about forty four chains in a direct line 
below a tree marked 8; thence on the north by a line 
bearing west for about five hundred and ninety four ciiairis 
to Station Creek at a spot about twenty seven chains in a 
direct line below a tree marked 4; and thence by that creek 
upwards for about one hundred and thirty four chains in a 
direct line to the junction of South Station Creek; thence 
on the west by that creek upwards for about two hundred and 
eighty three chains in a direct line to its extreme head; 
thence on the south west south and south-east, south 
easterly, easterly and north easterly by the southern 
watershed of South Station, Widgee, Minor Glastonbury, 
Little Glastonbury, Eel and Pie Creeks for about one 
thousand three hundred and seventy chains in a direct line 
to a spot bearing west from a tree marked 19 on the River 
Mary; thence again on the south by a line bearing east for 
about three hundred and eight chains to said tree on the 
Mary River thence on the north east by that river downwards 
for about nine hundred and ninety chains in a direct line 
to the point of commencement; exclusive of all alienated 
lands. ^ ' 
''. John Broadbent and Daniel Williams, Lease in settled 
districts, 16 March 1880, LAN/AF1143, QSA. 
242 
DESCRIPTION OF THE MIA MIA LEASE, TAKEN UP IN 1883. 
Land Agent's District of Gympie 
Name of Run Mia Mia 
Area Sixteen Square Miles 
Commencing at the northeast corner of Mineral Selection No. 
1064 Blacksnake, thence South, West, and south by the 
boundaries of Mineral Selections 1064, 1062, 989, 1210, 
1126, 1127, 985, 203, 1069, 1315, 1342 at the Blacksnake to 
the southeast corner of Mineral Selection No. 1342 on the 
dividing Range of the Wide Bay and Widgee waters thence 
Southeasterly along that Range about 2 miles thence East 
about 4 miles to the Widgee Range, thence by that Range 
north westerly to a point due east of the starting point 
and thence west to the point of commencement - To contain 
16 square miles. ^ ^ 
^2. Lease of Mia Mia run, 5 November 1883, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
243 
DESCRIPTION OF THE WIDGEE WIDGEE LEASE, 1885. 
Widgee Widgee Run. 
about 40 sq. miles. 
Commencing at the S West corner of por. 707 Parish of 
Brooyar, & bounded thence by a line south to the S.East 
corner of por. 329, thence by that por. & a line West to a 
point due South from the junction of Gap Ck with Wide Bay 
Ck, thence by a line South to the S West watershed of 
Station Ck, thence by that watershed & the western waters-
hed of Widgee Ck, S Easterly to a point South from the S.W. 
corner of por. 928 Parish of Widgee, thence by a line North 
to that corner, & thence by lines along the boundaries of 
por. 928, a Reserve, pors. 940, 803, 775, 706, 558. 1, a 
Township Res. & pors. 1194, 1210, 598, & 629 to the SW. 
corner of the last named portion, thence by Bongmillerer 
Ck. downwards to por. 707, & by the South boundary of that 
portion West to the point of commencement. Exclusive of 
all alienated & reserved land. '-^  
13, Application for renewal of lease of Widgee Widgee run, 14 
January 1885, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
244 
THE WIDGEE WIDGEE LEASE FOLLOWING THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE MIA MIA 
AND WIDGEE WIDGEE LEASES UNDER THE CROWN LANDS ACT OF 1884. 
In 1885 when the Mia Mia and Widgee Widgee leases were consolidated 
under the Crown Lands Act of 1884, the northern section was retained 
under a new lease. This lease was described as follows : 
About 30 square miles. 
Commencing at the south west corner of portion 1 parish 
of Widgee and bounded thence by a line bearing west to 
portion 1695; thence by the east and northern boundaries of 
that portion, the east and north boundaries of a Reserve 
(proclaimed Governraent Gazette 1887 folio 806), the east 
boundaries of portions 1412 and 1450, the north boundary of 
portion 1450, the west boundaries of portions 1450 and 
1412, and the north and west boundaries of portion 1715 to 
a point west from the south west corner of portion 1; 
thence by a line bearing west to Mineral selection 1064; 
thence by that selection north to its northeast corner; 
thence by a line bearing east to the southwestern watershed 
of Station Creek; thence by that watershed south-easterly 
to a point south from the confluence of Gap and Wide Bay 
Creeks; thence by a line bearing north to a point west from 
the south west corner of portion 329 parish of Brooyar; 
thence by lines along the south and east boundaries of that 
portion east and north to portion 707; by portion 707 east 
to Bongmillerer Creek, by that creek upwards to the south 
west corner of portion 629; thence by that portion and 
portions 598, 1711, 1727, a Township Reserve, and portion 1 
southerly to the point of commencement. - Exclusive of 
alienated, selected and reserved lands. ^ ^ 
^'^ . Memorandum, W. J. Scott, Secretary of the Land Board to the 
Under Secretary, Department of Public Lands, Division of the 
Widgee Widgee run, 12 May 1885, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
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THE FIRST WIDGEE WIDGEE RESUMPTION FOLLOWING THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE 
ORIGINAL LEASES UNDER THE CROWN LANDS ALIENATION ACT OF 1868. 
After the consolidation of the Widgee Widgee runs and the 
division of the land into two portions, Division A, comprising 
102 400 acres the resumed portion of the run, was described in May 
1869 as follows : 
Commencing at the junctions of Glastonbury Creek with 
the River Mary thence up that Creek in a South Westerly 
direction 7 1/2 miles thence by a line West about 7 miles 
and 35 chains to Station Creek thence by that Creek up to 
its junction with Little Station Creek thence by Little 
Station Creek in a Southerly direction to the Range at its 
head, thence by the watersheds of Little Station and Widgee 
Creeks, having a General S. East direction to the Range at 
the Eastern head of Widgee Creek thence in an irregular 
direction by that and other ranges forming the Southern 
Watersheds of Little Widgee, Glastonbury, Eel and Tie 
Creeks to where the Imbil and Widgee Road is cut thru a 
Scrub about 12 1/4 miles from Imbil, thence by a line in a 
N Easterly direction to the River Mary to a point midway 
between the 18 and 19 mile tree, on the Survey of the river 
and thence by the River Mary & moving in a North Westerly 
direction to the point of commencement. ^  
Description of lands proposed for resumption from the Widgee 
run, 18 May 1869, Document No. 2465, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
247 
THE WIDGEE WIDGEE RESUMPTION OF 1875. 
Settled District of Wide Bay and Burnett 
Lands resumed from Widgee Run. 
64,922 acres. 
Commencing on the left bank of Wide Bay Creek,at a 
point distant 277 chains in a direct line from the junction 
of said creek with the Mary River, and bounded thence by a 
line bearing north about 220 chains; thence by a line 
bearing 230 degrees 30 minutes about 557 chains; thence on 
the west by a line bearing south about 351 chains to Wide 
Bay Creek; thence by that creek downwards to a point on its 
right bank distant about 130 chains in a direct line; 
thence by a line bearing south about 400 chains; thence on 
the south by a line bearing east to Widgee Creek; on the 
east by that creek downwards to its junction with the Mary 
River; thence by that river downwards to the junction of 
Wide Bay Creek; and thence by that creek upwards to the 
point of commencement.- exclusive of all pre-emptive 
purchase Nos. 253, 254, and 443 R R. 2 
2. GG notice, 6 Septeraber 1875, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
248 
THE WIDGEE RESUMPTIONS OF 1877. 
Lands resumed out of Widgee Widgee Run, 
About 43,000 acres. 
It 
Commencing on Glastonbury Creek at the north-east 
corner of portion 2, parish of Widgee, and bounded thence 
on the south by that portion and a line in continuation 
bearing west to Station Creek; thence by that creek and by 
South Station Creek upwards to its head; thence by the 
western watershed of that creek north-westerly about two 
hundred and fifty chains in a direct line; thence by a line 
bearing north to the south-west corner of the land resumed 
from Widgee Run, proclaimed in Government Gazette for 1875, 
folio 1753; on the north by a line bearing east to Widgee 
Creek; by that creek downwards to its junction with tf»e 
Mary River; by that river upwards to the junction of 
Glastonbury Creek; and by that creek upwards to the point 
of commencement,- exclusive of an area of about 4,800 acres 
shown on the Land Agent's official maps, and of all 
reserved, selected and alienated lands within the above 
boundaries. ^  
3. GG notice, 1 March 1877, p. 501. 
249 
THE WIDGEE WIDGEE RESUMPTION OF 1886, 
About 34 square miles. 
Commencing at the south-west corner of portion 1 parish 
of Widgee, and bounded thence by a line bearing west to 
portion 1695, by the east and northern boundaries of that 
portion, the east and north boundaries of a Reserve 
(proclaimed Government Gazette 1877 folio 806), the east 
boundaries of portions 1412 and 1450, the north boundary of 
portion 1450, the west boundaries of portions of 1450 and 
1412, and the north and west boundaries of portion 1715 to 
a point west from the southwest corner of portion 1; thence 
by a line bearing west to Mineral Selection 1064; thence by 
that selection and mineral selections 1062, 989, 1210, 
1126, 1127, 648, 2708, 1315 and 1342 southerly to the 
south-east corner of the last named selection; thence by 
the eastern watershed of Upper Wide Bay Creek southerly 
about two miles; thence by a line east to the southwestern 
watershed of Station and Widgee Creeks; thence by that 
watershed and the range dividing the waters of the Burnett 
from those of the Brisbane River southeasterly to a point 
south from the southwest corner of portion 928 parish of 
Widgee; thence by a line north to that corner; and thence 
by the boundaries of that portion, a reserve, and portions 
940, 803, 775, 706, and 558 northerly to the point of 
commencement. '• 
W. Scott, Office of the Land Board to the Under Secretary, 
Department of Public Lands, 25 March 1886, LAN/AF 1143, QSA. 
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YEAR 
1869 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1398 
1899 
1900 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
PASTORAL 
LEASEHOLD 
ac. rd. per. 
102 100.0.00 
102 100.0.00 
102 100.0.00 
102 100.0.00 
34 608.0.00 
unli 5ted 
35 200.0.00 
35 200.0.00 
31 680.0.00 
25 920.0.00 
9 280.0.00 
5 120.0.00 
22 400.0.00 
16 640.0.00 
16 640.0.00 
16 640.0.00 
16 640.0.00 
16 640.0.00 
16 640.0.00 
1,:; 640.0.00 
!9 760.0.00 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
•y 
O 
30 
38 
-7 C 
^JL 
29 
27 
19 
12 
4 
4 
A 
ji 
2 
2 
1 
i 
1 
1 
SELECTION 
LEASEHOLD 
ac. rd. per. 
Nil 
132.0.00 
438.0.00 
525.0.00 
411.0.00 
703.0.00 
673.2.00 
121.2.00 
369,2.00 
676.2.00 
422.0.00 
400.0.00 
735.0.00 
745.0.00 
474.0.23 
808.0.23 
106.0.73 
646.0.23 
646.0.23 
297.0.23 
891.0.00 
891.0.00 
298.0.00 
298.0.00 
298.0.00 
298.0.00 
298.0.00 
127.0.00 
127.0.00 
329.0.00 
329,0.00 
329.0.00 
829.0.00 
829.0.00 
829.0.00 
329.0.00 
329.0.00 
329.0,00 
329.0.0 0 
329,0.00 
Nl 1 
3 
7 
10 
13 
15 
23 
30 
40 
41 
43 
43 
43 
43 
44 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
46 
46 
46 
46 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
FREEHOLD 
ac. rd. per. 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
408.0.00 
058.0.39 I 
184.0.39 
469.3.29 
724.1.29 
745.1.29 
411. 1.29 2 
210,1,29 
480.1.29 
146,1.29 
146.1.29 
606.1.29 
606.1.29 
949.0.31 ' 
355.1.14 
355. 1. 14 
948.1.14 
943.1.14 
943.1.14 
948.1.14 
948.1.14 
948.1.14 
948.1.14 
246.1.14 
246. 1. 14 
246.1, 14 
246.1. 14 
997.2.12 * 
997.2. 12 
997.2.12 
997.2.12 
997,2.12 
997.2.12 
Nil = 
^. Thi£ incorporates transfers to the Crown made 4 Aiiqust 1378 
totalling 51 acres 3 roods 1 perch from portions 3, 4, 5 and 
fc. 
^. The decline in leasehold in 1883 was offset with the addition 
of the Mia Mia lease comprising 16 square miles. This run was 
consolidated with the Widgee Widgee lease in 1886. 
This incorporates a transfer of scres 33 perches to the 
Queensland Railway Commissioner from portion 859. 
This incorporates the sale of the balance of portion 859 to 
J. J. G. Caulfield, 
This table has been constructed from a combination of the 
records of leasehold {Appendix 5 ) , land selection <Appendi>; 
6 ) , and freehold tenure (Appendix 3 ) . 
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Arnold Wienholt reported his research into the tick problem in 
a booklet. The tick trouble, published in 1909. ^ In this publication 
Wienholt explained that he frequently received letters from people 
throughout Queensland, requesting information on ticks. They were, he 
considered, the worst plague with which the ordinary cattlemen in the 
tick area had to contend. As a result he decided to prepare some 
notes on his research, in the hope that they might assist others who 
were contending, or about to contend with ticks or tick disease, 
redwater or Texas Fever. 2 
Wienholt went on to describe the trick trouble in two parts 
which could not be too clearly divided : tick worry and Texas Fever 
or redwater. ^ j^ regard to the fallacy of dipping being used to 
control redwater, he stated : 
... sooner or later an outbreak occurs with severe losses and 
there is another disbeliever in the idea of keeping ticks and 
redwater down with dipping. On a small farm, with absolutely 
secure paddocks, or even on a bigger place, where dry cattle 
only are handled, dipping might seem fairly effective, but the 
danger of a big smash would always be there. * 
Arnold Wienholt maintained that on a big grazing property the 
"dipping business" was quite hopeless. A three-weekly cycle of 
dipping was impractical because of : the expense; knocking about of 
the cattle; and the difficulty of mustering all the cattle for the 
job. Instead of relying on three-weekly dipping, Wienholt indicated 
that one must use either natural or artificial inoculation to promote 
immunity. If ticks had been allowed on cattle in small numbers, below 
the level of tick worry Wienholt claimed the stock would grow up and 
live immune, ^  
Wienholt carried out fairly comprehensive experiments in 
inoculation. Firstly, ten weaners from clean country were inoculated 
with blood from a beast that had recovered from redwater. Records of 
their temperatures were kept. About a month later, 100 other weaners 
were inoculated from each of the first animals whose temperatures 
were the highest when they were in a state of fever. The result 
sliowed that the blood taken from the animals in the first batch that 
had the greatest amount of fever was not necessarily the best for 
general inoculation purposes. Further trials confirmed this. Wienholt 
deduced from his experiments that because a beast had recovered from 
redwater, its blood was not necessarily suitable for inoculation 
purposes. He reported that the blood of the recovered beast should be 
tested on a few animals and their temperatures noted before being 
used on a large scale. In his time as manager on the station, all 
"bleeders" were tested for virulence of their blood before it was 
used. The problems of ticks and Texas Fever, although recent to 
The tick trouble, William Brooks, Brisbane, 1 ^  
2 ^  
3 _ 
4 _ 
5 ^  
A. Wienholt, 
1909, ML. 
Ibid, p. 3, 
Ibid, pp. 3-4 
Ibid, p. 5. 
Ibid, pp. 4-7 
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Widgee, caused great concern to the management because, as Wienholt 
once put it, when speaking about techniques to counter the problems, 
"We still really know very little." He was, however, very early to 
maintain that the question of compulsory, regular dipping of cattle 
should receive immediate attention from all local authorities. ^  
While being convinced of the benefit of inoculation, Wienholt 
regarded the job of getting good and reliable blood as "the devil's 
own job". Most failures of inoculation were the result of : using 
blood without testing (i.e. the blood which may have been frora a 
"bleeder" which recovered from redwater, but had insufficient power 
to cause a reaction); using blood which has lost its power over a 
period of time; taking quantities of blood at too frequent intervals 
from the same beast; and inoculating cattle when redwater was already 
present. ' 
Most "bleeders" used by Arnold Wienholt at Widgee were started 
as little more than weaners. After about three years, and for unknown 
reasons, it was noticed that the blood seemed to lose its power. From 
his experience, Wienholt described how to get reliable blood, 
remarking that the method might seen tedious and slow, but in his 
opinion was worth it. This involved first testing the reliability for 
producing a reaction of blood from a couple of selected young cattle 
that had shown signs of redwater and recovered. He would usually use 
this blood on twenty-four young steer weaners which had been trucked 
from clean country. The weaners would be dipped immediately on 
arrival to prevent any ticks getting on them in the meantime. 
Inoculated blood would be taken from each of the "bleeders" and 
placed in labelled bottles. If there were four "bleeders", a group of 
six head of cattle would be inoculated from each "bleeder". Each 
group would be differentiated by some means with, for example, a bang 
tail, unhanged, swish tail, (bang three quarters of tail off) a dab 
of tar on foreheads or the tips of a horn sawn off. The mob would be 
mixed up and put in any handy cultivation paddock close to the 
homestead. From the tenth day he advised watching the cattle every 
morning and afternoon for signs of reaction amongst each group, for 
example dropping behind as they start off to feed at an evening and 
going off their feed. Those beasts which were tested in this way and 
which showed good results could be considered good "bleeders". The 
others could be returned to the main herd. Wienholt considered that 
getting good blood was "priceless." ^  
Wienholt believed in inoculating twice : firstly with a smaller 
dose, 2.5cc, and then preferably with 5cc of blood from a different 
"bleeder". This would ensure that every beast was treated efficient-
ly. The size of the first dose depended on the conditional descrip-
tion of the cattle to be inoculated. Wienholt had seen 1.25cc give 
very good results on a large number of three year old bulls from 
Yandillan, on the Downs. When re-inoculated with 5cc of the same 
blood, no further reaction was noted. Although frequently covered 
with ticks in a period of four years after that, when they were 
turned out to the herd, none developed redwater. Without inoculation, 
none would have survived more than two months. Wienholt added that 
^. W. Woolgar, "Gympie district farming and grazing", pp. 37-38. 
''. A. Wienholt, Tick trouble, , p. 8. 
8. Ibid, pp. 9-12. 
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weaners could nearly take a full dose, first time, but all cattle 
needed spelling for a month after the inoculation. ^  
He warned that in his experience, it was unwise to keep the 
blood for more than six hours. He had kept blood overnight once. Even 
though it was kept as cool as possible, in a tank with wet rags 
around it (the procedure for keeping pleuro virus), he found the 
results unsatisfactory. Absolute cleanliness right through the 
procedure was essential. To those who thought it unhealthy to put 
blood from one beast to another, he suggested that losing a few 
calves and cattle and reducing the condition of the stock for a short 
period was preferable to seeing their cattle in dozens, in the 
gullies "with their toes up". ^ ° 
As a double preventive, Wienholt suggested the inoculation of 
cattle weaners even if they had apparently grown up with ticks. No 
dramatic reaction would be expected. This would ensure fresh blood 
being on hand for fresh purchases of cattle which would not be immune 
until inoculated. Cattle could, if carefully inoculated, go straight 
from the crush to the dip. If there was a bad outbreak of ticks at 
the time when fresh cattle from clean country were being inoculated, 
he suggested dipping them again nine days after inoculation. This 
would prevent them from getting grossly infected in the period during 
which the inoculation was taking effect. ^ ^ 
9. Ibid, pp. 12-13. 
10. Ibid, pp. 14-15. 
n. Ibid, p. 15. 
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Common names for the Widgee station paddocks included the 
following : 
the Pre-emptive, Portion 253 (bullock paddock); 
Hut paddock. Portion 1727; 
New paddock. Portion 1194; 
Weaners' paddock, Portion 1699; 
Top Woonga, Portions 1711, 1689, 1686, 1192, 950, 925, 1138 and 
592. 
Bottom Woonga, Portions 1104, 1730, 1014, 1013, 1137, 1012 and 
626; 
Homer's, Portions 860 and 625; 
Peter's, probably Portion 929; 
Spicer's, probably only Portions 970 and 971; 
Bongmuller, Portion 707; 
Adams', Portion 898; 
Atkinson's, Portion 674; 
Sloan's, a bullock paddock. Portions 658 and 619; 
Top and Bottom MacPherson's, Portion 630; 
Goothan, Portion 921; 
Homestead, Portion 254; 
Homestead horse paddock. Portions 7v, 8v and 14v; 
Widgee Creek paddock. Portions 2 and 863; 
Little Widgee, Portions 811; 
Purebred, Portions 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 and 12; 
Breedingside, Portions 558 and 219 and 
Gumtree, or Black Prince, Portions 706, 488, 304, 260, 775, 969, 
803, 940, and 809. i 
The station dips were as follows : 
Black Prince dip - at what was known as the top of the station, 
probably on Portions 219 and 558; 
Homestead dip - about 10 chains (200 m) up Station Creek from 
the Homestead on Portion 254; 
Pure Bred dip - on Portion 7; 
Pre-emptive dip - on Portion 253; 
Bongmuller dip - at what was known as the top of Bongmuller 
Creek on Portion 707; 
Homer's dip - probably situated on Portion 860; 
Adam's dip - situated on Portion 898; 
MacPherson's dip - probably situated on Portion 630. 2 
1, W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1979; several of 
these paddocks took their names from the dummies who 
originally took up the land. 
2. W. J. Cotter, interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
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The Purchase of Widgee -
OFFICIAL REPDRTS. 
The official papers in connection with the purchase of the Widgee 
estate have been tabled and published. 
The first consists of a report frcm the Under Secretary for Lands 
notifying the purchase; next comes a report frcaa Mr. Woodbine, a 
member of the Land Court, valuing the land and all improvements 
thereon at £2 4s. per acre, and this is followed by a report from 
LAhD COMMISSIONER WATTS & STAFF SURVEYCK CHARLTON, 
vrfiich we quote in the main. It is dated January 26, 1910, and reads 
as follows:-
REPQRT ON THE WIDGEE ESTATE, DISTRICT OF GYMPIE. 
Sir, - We have the honour to inform you that, in obedience to 
your instruction dated the 15th December last, we have carefully in-
spected the Widgee Estate, and now report as follows, in respect of :-
(a) The general character of the land ccmprised in the Estate; 
(b) Its average value per acre to the owner; 
(c) Whether it is likely to be readily selected if opened at an 
average advance of not less than 10 per centum on the whole purchas-
ing price. 
Situation. - The Widgee Estate is situated partly in the valley 
of the Widgee Creek and its confluents, partly on the confluents of 
Wide Bay Creek, partly in the Valley of Hookey Creek and the Mary 
River, and with two isolated portions having frontage to the Mary 
River. 
The estate is located at the average distances of about 135 miles 
from Brisbane, 65 miles frcan Maryborough and 20 miles from Gympie. 
It is served by the Kilkivan Railway by stations at Woolooga and 
Boowoogum, at 142 and 139 miles, respectively, frcan Brisbane, and by 
Curra station, on the North Coast railway, at 118 miles frcan Bris-
bane. 
Separate Holdings. - The estate is made up of seven separate 
holdings in the Parish of Brooyar, between which land otherwise owned 
intervenes, and of one large holding in the parish of Widgee. All 
the holdings are connected by public roads. 
Feature Survey. - A feature survey of the estate has been made by 
Messrs. F.J.Charlton and W.G.Drane. Staff Surveyors; and the clas-
sification of the country by the feature survey into "Agricultural," 
"1st Grazing," "2nd Grazing," and "Inferior country," has been 
approved and adopted by us in our inspection. 
General configuration. Etc. - The high ranges which bound the 
valleys havlr^ been excluded in the selection of the land forming the 
estate, its general configixration is that of continuous undulations, 
inclined in easy grades. Boundaries, however, occasionally cross the 
high shoulders of spurs, but there is a very small proportion of 
steep or high country on the estate. 
The underlying rock formations are granite, quartzites, and 
serpentines of the Gympie series, basalts, andesites of igneous 
origin, and sandstones and conglonerates of more recent age. The 
rocks outcrop alternately and in places within limited areas; the 
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surface soils and vegetation thereon (timber and grasses) vary with 
the outcrops, giving parts of the estate a divisfied appearance and 
character. This may be noted by reference to coloured maps of the 
feature survey. 
Rainfall. - The Widgee Estate is within the sub-tropical coastal 
region of plentiful rainfall and the constant evaporation frc«n the 
dense forests and scrubs v^ iich clothe the mountain ranges by which it 
is surrounded promote humidity of atmosphere and the condensation and 
precipitation of clotid - borne moisture. The average rainfall at the 
nearest recorded station -viz., Gympie - between the years 1894 and 
1907 is given as 43.25 ins., and this may be fairly taken as an 
approximation of the average rainfall on the Widgee Estate. 
Natural Water Supply. - As might be expected with so generous a 
rainfall, the estate is intersected by many creeks and tributaries, 
and it is abundantly watered by its frontage to the Mary River, by 
Widgee, Wide Bay, Station, Hockey, Woonga and Bongmiller Creeks and 
their tributaries; and if the estate were judiciously subdivided, 
each sub-division could be arranged to have a permanent natural 
surface water supply. 
Noxious Weeds. - With the exception of a few patches of wild 
cotton and Ncogoora burr, the estate is free from noxious weeds. In 
ccfflunon, however, with similarly situated lands in the district, the 
flats along the main watercourses are more or less infested with nut 
grass. 
Access to Railways. - It is improbable that any part of the 
produce of the estate will find its way by road to the town of 
Gympie. The road frcrn Widgee hc«nestead, 20 miles fran Gympie, via 
Glastonbury, is, for scaoe considerable part of its length, very badly 
located for vehicular traffic; it is there a successian (sic) of 
short and very steep pinches, difficult for light vehicles and almost 
impossible for heavily laden traffic. 
Produce from the isolated portions - Nos. 898 and 921, will 
probably go via O'Leary's bridge over the Mary River to Curra Railway 
Station on the North Coast Line. 
That frcm portion 630 can reach Boowoogum Railway Station, on the 
Kilkivan Railway - distance about four miles from its eastern 
boundary. 
The area of about 5,000 acres in the neighbourhood of Brooyar 
Village is favourably situated, being within a radius of 5 miles from 
Woolooga Railway Station. 
The remaining area of about 19,000 acres located north of Widgee 
homestead is not unfavourably situated, being within a nine mile 
radius of Woolooga Railway Station. 
The unfavourably situated area is that of 16,156 acres located 
around and south of Widgee homestead; the bad road before mentioned 
precludes the produce frcan this area going to Gympie by road, ai'xi, 
apparently, it must go to Woolooga Railway Station, from which it is 
distant from 12 to 30 miles - average distance, 14 miles. There is, 
however, the possibility of a good road with easy gradients to 
Woolooga from this part of the estate. 
CLASSIFICATION OF LAND 
Agricultural Land. - The 13,778 acres of agricultural land are 
made up of rich alluvial river and creek flats and of slopes and 
undulating areas of rich brown soil of volcanic origin, and includes 
and area of 342 acres of standing scrub fronting on to the Mary River 
on portion 630, parish of Brooyar. Nearly all the agricultural land 
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has been ringbarked and is richly grassed. 
Although grouped together in this report under the one clas-
sification at an average value, the agricultural land differs in 
character and in value, and could be further classified if the estate 
were subdivided for sale. 
1st Grazing. - The 13,676 acres classified as 1st grazing 
ccanprise undulating and in places scanewhat stony country of granite 
formation, brown soil slopes too steeply inclined for ordinary 
agricultural operations, and some conglomerate country. 
All the country under this classification has been more or less 
ringbarked and produces grasses of a fattening quality. 
2nd (dazing. - 14,534 acres of the area classified as 2nd 
grazing includes undulating country of sandstone conglomerate 
quartzite and serpentine formation, the stony slopes frcan watersheds 
and isolated patches of wire scrub situated on steep stony slopes. 
These areas are generally thid<ly timbered with spotted gum, 
ironbark, bloodwood, wattle etc, are fairly grassed, and may be 
considered as good, sound breeding country for stock. 
Under this classification we have placed an additional area of 
1,676 acres situated on portion 860, parish of Brooyar, v*iich 
includes the valley of Pie Creek, and so much of the steep slopes of 
the ranges forming its watersheds as are contained within the portion 
boundaries. 
This area has not been ringbarked; it is sound, sheltered, well-
grassed, and permanently watered country and has been valued separat-
ely at £1 10s per acre. 
Inferior Country. - The 4,326 acres classed as inferior country 
are of sandstone and conglomerate formation, and very thickly 
timbered with spotted and sugar gums, bloodwood, stingybark. scane 
ironbark, wattle, and sapling undergrowths. It is so poorly grassed 
that it has but little value for grazing purposes. It. however 
provides good shelter for stock in winter, and there is scane good 
marketable spotted gum and iron bark timber upon it. 
Summary - In view of the description of the Widgee Estate as set 
forth in this report, considering that parts of the estate alternate 
with parts of the Woolooga Estate, which was purchased by the 
Government in 1906, and is now all, or very nearly all selected, and 
considering that there is in the district an unabated demand for good 
dairying and farming country, we are of the opinion that the Widgee 
Estate is one which would be readily selected if opened at reasonable 
prices. 
(b) In estimating "the average value of the land of the owner," we 
have considered the value of the land as classified, particulars of 
v^ iich are given hereunder, and we have thus arrived at the price per 
acre vrtiich in our opinion, the owner could reasonably expect to 
obtain for it if it were sold as an undivided estate for the purpose 
of subdivision; and we submit our valuation of the estate as follows 
12 778.4 acres agricultural, at £3/10s per acre gives £44 
724.8s.Id. percent 27.19%. 
13 676.4 acres 1st grazing at £2 per acre gives £27 352.16s.(3d. 
percent 29.10*. 
1 673 acres 2nd grazing at £ 1.10s per acre gives £2 514. and 14 
534 acres 2nd grazing at £1 per acre gives £14 534,6s. percent 
34.50%. 
4 326 acres inferior at £0/10/0 per acre gives £ 2 168.0.0. 
percent 9.21% 
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The total 46 991 acres gives £91 288.10,0, percentage 100,0% 
Improvements say - £3 119.0.0 
£94 407.10.0 
46 991 acres, with improvements, at £2,0.2.16 per acre equals 
£94 407.10s. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that our estimate of "the average 
value of the land to the owner," including improvements, is 
£2.0s.2.16d per acre. 
(c) It has generally been considered that the Widgee Estate was 
superior to the neighbouring estate of Woolooga, 
This opinion has probably been formed by observation of it made 
from main roads which traverse the best country of the Widgee Estate, 
the poorer country bring generally quite out of sight. 
The feature survey discloses the actual fact vrtiich would have 
been difficult to discover without it - viz., that the Widgee Estate 
is somewhat inferior to that of Woolooga, It shows the percentage of 
inferior country to be almost identical; the percentage of "agricul-
tural land" on Widgee to be 6.14 per cent, greater than that on 
Woolooga. the "2nd grazing" on Widgee to be 13.13 per cent greater 
than on Woolooga; and the "1st grazing" on Widgee to be 19.25 per 
cent less than on Woolooga. Disregarding the small increase in the 
agricultural area on Widgee, it ccanpares unfavourably with Woolooga 
by having much less "1st Grazing", valued at £2 per acre, and much 
more "2nd grazing," valued at £1 per acre. 
The Widgee Estate is not so favourably situated as is the 
Woolooga Estate in respect of proximity to the existing railway, and 
the average cost of carting produce would consequently be greater on 
the Widgee Estate. The actual depreciation on comparative values 
owing to such increased cartage would be difficult to discover, but 
it is a depreciation, and had we valued the Widgee Estate on exactly 
the same basis as the Woolooga lands were valued by us in 1906, we 
would be placing a higher value on the Widgee Estate than we placed 
on Woolooga. 
We have, however, placed a higher value on the Widgee lands. We 
adopted the Woolooga basis of £3 10s per acre for the "agricultural 
land," £2 per acre for the "1st grazing" and 10s per acre for the 
"inferior country" on Widgee, but we increased the Woolooga basis of 
15s per acre for the "2nd grazing" on Widgee to £1 per acre with the 
following result:-
16,210 acres "2nd grazing", valuation increased by 5s 
per acre, £4,052.lOs; equal to ls.8.7d per acre on the 
vrtiole area of the estate. 
Besides the unascertainable. increased value placed by us on the 
Widgee Estate due to the adoption of prices per acre alloted by us to 
the more favourably situated Woolooga Estate, we have valued the 
Widgee Estate at an advance of ls.8.7d per acre on the valuation 
placed by us on the Woolooga Estate in 1906. 
We, however, consider the general suitability of the Widgee 
estate for closer settlement and the keen demand existing for such 
country for dairying and general farming pHjrposes justifies this 
increased estimated value and are of opinion that the estate will be 
readily selected at a ten per centum advance on our estimated values. 
We have, therefore, the honour to recommend that the Government 
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purchase the Widgee Estate if it can be acquired for a sum not 
exceeding two pounds (£2) per acre. 
We, have, &C., 
W.M.WATTS 
FRED. J. CHARLTON 
The Under Secretary, Department of Public Lands, 
Brisbane. 
THE AGREEMENT. 
The agreement, dated May 12 provides for the purchase of the 
estate. (45 997 acres 2 roods and 12 perches freehold at £2 per acre 
cash) and unconditional selection No. 1200 of 829 acres at 13s per 
acre. Delivery of the Northern part of the estate is to be given on 
the 1st April, 1911, and of the southern part on 1st May, 1912, on 
>diich date the respective moieties of purchases money will be paid. 
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Z31 
Immigration Card index. 
Passenger lists, 1857-1869. 
Immigration passenger lists, 1852-1865, 
Maps : 
D6/2 
D6/4 
Parish of Widgee, County of Lennox, May 1913. 
Parish of Brooyar, County of Lennox, sheets 1 and 2, 
1903. 
Supreme Court : 
OCT 3B/N1 Supreme Court records, Maryborough, 1861. 
SCT/CD3 
SCT/CD5 
SCT/CD13 
SCT/P92 
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Supreme Court Memorials of Stock Mortgages and Bills 
of Sale, 1863. 
Supreme Court Memorials of Stock Mortgages and Bills 
of Sale, 1864. 
Register of Mortgages, 1868. 
Probate papers, File No. 3237, 1884-1895. 
Treasury records 
TRE/2 
TRE/20 
Register of payments of rent on runs in settled 
pastoral districts, 1880-1897. 
Register of payment of rent in pastoral districts of 
Wide Bay and Burnett, 1869-1879. 
General References : 
COL/A7-A26 Colonial Secretary correspondence files, 1860-1862, 
GOV/A97 Report with Minutes of Evidence taken before the 
Widgee Estate Commission, 1920. 
LWO/A2-A5 Correspondence, Lands and Works Office, 1862-1863 
NMP/4-8 Native Mounted Police Files. 
ARCHIVES OFFICE OF NEW SOUTH WALES : 
2/1941 Accepted tenders for runs. Chief Commissioner of Crown 
Lands, 1856-1859. 
JOHN OXLEY LIBRARY 
Colonial Secretary, correspondence, microfilm, John Oxley Library, 
A2.18, A2.21, A2.23, A2.24, A2.36. 
McConnell, A. J. Sorae old stations, cutting book, JOL. 
Queensland Post Office Directories. 1900-1912. 
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES : 
Register of Brands, A series. 
QUEENSLAND TITLES OFFICE : 
Volumes of Deeds of Grant and Certificates of Title. 
Transfer documents and other documents including : 
219706 
205699 
386244 
219924 
220150 
424933 
264728 
378600 
388364 
220781 
221413 
221412 
219706 
220149 
220148 
264724 
290015 
524868 
555559 
Indenture, Broadbent and Williams, 28 March 1872 
Record of death, Daniel Williams, 9 May 1884. 
Transmission by death, Daniel Williams, 9 May 1884. 
Transmission by death, Daniel Williaras, 28 January, 
1890. 
Transmission by death, Daniel Williams, 17 February 
1890. 
Lease of land to J. J. G. Caulfield, 1 February 1905. 
Bill of Mortgage, 30 November 1892. 
Nominations of trustees, 13 August 1902. ( Including 
the Last will and testament, of Daniel Williams, 22 
October 1880. 
Nominations of Trustees, 1889-1892. 
Transfer document, 17 July 1895. 
Transfer document, 29 March 1911. 
Transfer document, 13 April 1912. 
Various transfer documents for individual portions of 
land. (See Appendix 6). 
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QUEENSLAND MUSEUM : 
Haglund-Calley, L. Report on Existence of Relics, Section 23, "The 
Aboriginal Relics Conservation Act of 1967", 13 November, 1972, 
Files of the Curator of Archaeology, Queensland Museum. 
DEPARTMENT OF LANDS, QUEENSLAND : 
Batch 342 Widgee Estate grazing rights, 1910-1912. 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION : 
Widgee Provisional School Admission Register, Widgee State School, 
KILKIVAN SHIRE COUNCIL 
Kilkivan Divisional Board and Kilkivan Shire minute books, 1889-1912, 
Kilkivan Shire Council, Kilkivan. 
Kilkivan Shire Council, List of Shire Chairmen, 1888-1975, Kilkivan 
Shire Council, Kilkivan. 
FAMILY RECORDS 
Betts, Sarah Ann and Frederick William Dean. Certificate of marriage, 
St Andrew's Church, Deal, Kent, England, 22 November 1882. 
Original held by Mr Lewis Dean, son, Gympie. 
Caulfield, E., Mrs. Obituary, (Probably originally published in 
the Gympie Times). died 24 October 1943; and Papers 
belonging to Mrs M. I. Cecil, daughter, Gympie. 
Caulfield, James John Good and Standen, Ellen. Certificate of 
marriage, 9 October 1873, St Peter's Church of England, Gympie. 
Certificate held by Mrs M. I. Cecil, daughter, Gympie. 
Cecil, M. I., Mrs, Gympie, daughter of J. J. G. and Ellen 
Caulfield. Personal notebook, n.d. 
Graham, D. Mrs, Buderira, (grand-daughter of John Broadbent). 
Scrapbook article, "A Hardy Nonagenarian, John Broadbent", n.d. 
Hogan, Jane, Mrs, Maryborough, daughter of J. J. G. and Ellen 
Caulfield, Maryborough. Private notebook, n.d. 
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Jackson, E. W. , Headstone of grave. Gympie General Cemetery. 
Jondaryan Station records. Letters of Arnold Wienholt and Maurice 
Lloyd Williams, 1904. 
Leahy, Mary. Reminiscences of early Glastonbury. Original handwritten 
manuscript held by nephew Leahy Downing, Bundaberg, c 1959. 
Mullaly, James. Memories of the Past. Typescript, 1967, held by Cyril 
Mullaly, son, Gympie. 
Mullaly, Mary. Notes written by Mary Mullaly. Held by Cryil Mullaly, 
grandson, Gympie, n.d. 
Mullaly, Thomas. Birth certificate, 8 June 1842, Sydney, N.S.W. 
Certificate held by Cyril Mullaly, grandson, Gympie. 
Mullaly, Thomas and Cassidy, Mary. Marriage certificate, 2 September 
1864, Warwick. Certificate held by Cryil Mullaly, grandson, 
Gympie. 
Wise, G. M. , Mrs, Oakey. Private scrapbook c 1895-1910. 
PRIVATE COLLECTIONS 
DALE PRIVATE COLLECTION 
Betts, H. E. to Public Relations Officer, National Bank of 
Australasia, 13 November 1970. 
Butner, J. Mrs, to J. D. Dale, 28 December 1988. 
Caulfield, Ellen, Mrs, wife of J. J. G. Caulfield. Personal papers, 
n.d. 
Caulfield, Martin Edward. Life at Widgee in the days gone by. 
Handwritten document, 1972. 
Gympie Census District. Map, 1886. 
Lewis, Enid, Mrs, (widow of Arnold Wienholt), Sydney to J. D. Dale, 
12 September 1976. 
Myles, Eileen, Mrs, (grand-daughter of John Broadbent) Canberra, 
A.C.T., to J. D. Dale, 5 March 1975. 
Sheppard, Daisy, Mrs, (grand-daughter of Thomas Mullaly), to J. D. 
Dale, 12 August 1975. 
Tooth, R. L., Brisbane, to J. D. Dale, 24 November 1980. 
Widgee Estate, Department of Lands map, 27 April 1911. 
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Widgee Estate, Department of Lands map, 22 August 1912. 
Woodrow, S. Mrs, (grand-daughter of J. C. White), Allora, to J. D. 
Dale, 30 July 1975. 
GYMPIE HISTORICAL COLLECTION : 
Clerk of Petty Sessions, Gympie, Memorandum to Chief Inspector of 
stock and Brands, Document No. 82.256. 
CHURCH RECORDS : 
St Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, Gympie. Marriage and baptism 
records, 1868-1920. 
St Peter's Church of England, Gympie. Marriage and baptism records, 
1869-1920. 
St Andrew's Church of England, One Mile, Gympie, 1895-1911. 
ORAL HISTORY SOURCES 
Barnes, 0., Mrs. (formerly Mullaly, grand-daughter of Thomas 
Mullaly), Maryborough. Interview with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
Browne, Philip, 1885-1978, Brisbane. Interview with J. D. Dale, 1978. 
Caulfield, Martin Edward, 1886-1973, (son of J. J. G. Caulfield), 
Woolooga. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 1970-1973. 
Cecil, May Isabel, Mrs, 1895-1983, (daughter of J. J. G. Caulfield), 
Gympie. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 1974-1979. 
Cotter, Maude, Mrs, (daughter of William O'Brien), Widgee. Interviews 
with J. D. Dale, 1976-1978. 
Cotter, William Joseph, 1893-1981, Brisbane. Interviews with J. D. 
Dale, 1972-1980. 
Gericke, V. M., Mrs, (formerly Nash), Gympie. Interviews with J. D. 
Dale, 1977-1979. 
Hewson, Augusta, Mrs, (daughter of Thomas Standen jnr.). Cinnabar. 
Interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
Hewson, George, 1878-1987, Cinnabar. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 
1977-1978. 
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Hillcoat, Claude Robert, 1897-1979, Gympie. Interviews with J. D. 
Dale, 1975-1978. 
Hillcoat, George Seymore, 1900- , Gympie. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 
1975-1984. 
Hogan, Jane, Mrs, 1887-1981, (daughter of J. J. G. Caulfield), 
Maryborough. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 1973-1977. 
Hunt, Alec, 1892-1980, (son of Francis Hunt), Goomeri. Interviews 
with J. D. Dale, 1977-1978. 
Janke, E. G., 1898- , Widgee. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 1975-1986. 
McCarthy, J. P., (grandson of James McCarthy), Widgee. Interviews 
with J. D. Dale, 1976-1980. 
McCarthy, K., (grandson of James McCarthy), Widgee. Interviews with 
J. D. Dale, 1976-1980. 
Mullaly, Cyril, (grandson of Thomas Mullaly), Gympie. Interview 
with J. D. Dale, 1976. 
Pratt, C. J., Glastonbury. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 1974-1989. 
Spring, H., Gympie. Interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
Spicer, John, 1892-1987, Kandanga. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 1977-
1987. 
Spiller, B. J., Mrs., Woolooga. Interview with J. D. Dale, 1977. 
Waldron, Beris, Mrs, (grand-daughter of John Broadbent), Canberra, 
A.C.T. Interview with J. D. Dale, 1975. 
Welch, Marion Agnes, Mrs, 1895-1976, (formerly Dale, grand-daughter 
of Owen O'Donnell), Margate Beach, Q. Interviews with J. D. 
Dale, 1972-1975. 
Wienholt, W. F. F., Woody Point, Q. Interviews with J. D. Dale, 1976-
^:'Dy_ 
